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MINUTES COMMUNITY SERVICES AND PLANNING 

COMMITTEE 
 

GWYDIR SHIRE COUNCIL 
 

THURSDAY 13 FEBRUARY 2020 
 

COMMENCING AT 10.25AM 
 

WARIALDA OFFICE COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
______________________________________________________________ 
Present:  

Councillors: Cr. John Coulton (Mayor), Cr. Catherine 
Egan (Deputy Mayor), Cr Marilyn Dixon 
OAM, Cr. Jim Moore, Cr. David Coulton, Cr 
Tiffany Galvin and Cr Frances Young 

Staff: Leeah Daley (Acting General Manager), Helen 
Thomas (Manager, Finance), Alex Eddy (Manager, 
Engineering Services) and Tim Greensill (Manager, 
Information Services) 

Public: Nil 

Visitor: Nil 
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DISCLAIMER 
 
 
 
No responsibility whatsoever is implied or accepted by the Gwydir Shire 
Council for any act, omission or statement or intimation occurring during and 
Council or Committee meetings.  
 
The Council disclaims any liability for any loss whatsoever and howsoever 
caused arising out of reliance by any person or legal entity on any such act, 
omission or statement or intimation occurring during Council or Committee 
meetings.  
 
Any person or legal entity who acts or fails to act in reliance upon any 
statement, act or omission made in a Council or Committee meeting does so 
at that person’s or legal entity’s own risk.  
 
In particular and without derogating in any way from the broad disclaimer 
above, in any discussion regarding any planning application or application for 
a licence, any statement or intimation of approval made by any member or 
officer of the Council during the course of any meeting is not intended to be 
and is not taken as notice of approval from the Council.  
 
Gwydir Shire Council wishes to advise that any plans or documents contained 
within this agenda may be subject to copyright law provisions and that the 
express permission of the copyright owner(s) should be sought prior to their 
reproduction.  
 
Members of the public should note that no action should be taken on any item 
discussed at a Council or Committee meeting prior to written advice on the 
resolution of council being received.  
 
Agendas and minutes are available on the Council’s website 
http://www.gwydirshire.com/ 
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OFFICIAL OPENING AND WELCOME – MAYOR 
 
APOLOGIES Cr Geoff Smith, Max Eastcott, General Manager 
 

THAT the apologies of Cr Geoff Smith and Max Eastcott are 
accepted. 

(Moved Cr Young, Seconded Cr Dick) 

 
 
CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES 
 
 

THAT the Minutes of the previous Community Services and 
Planning Committee Meeting held on Thursday 14 
November 2019 as circulated be taken as read and 
CONFIRMED. 

(Moved Cr Young, Seconded Cr Dick) 

 
 
PRESENTATION 
  
CALL FOR THE DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS AND CONFLICTS OF 
INTEREST 
 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE – CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 
 
 

THAT the Council resolve into Confidential Session, 
Committee of the Whole and that in the public interest and 
in accordance with Section 10A(2)(a) of the Local 
Government Act, 1993, the public and press be excluded 
from the meeting to consider Item. 
 
(Moved Cr D Coulton, Seconded Cr Young) 
 

 

ADOPTION OF THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE CONFIDENTIAL 
SESSION 

COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 

THAT the recommendations of the Confidential Session, namely: 

Closed Organisation and Community Development Report 

THAT the Closed Organisation and Community Development 
Report for December 2019 and January 2020 be received 
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Correspondence – Warialda Driver Reviver 

THAT the report be received 

FURTHER that the Warialda Driver Reviver Committee be accepted 
as a Section 355 Committee of Council on the proviso that should 
the Committee cease to operate, Council will not assume 
responsibility for the operation of the service 

Councillor Reports 

Cr Moore  - Australia Day 

Cr Dixon OAM - Neighbour complaint 

- Gazebo Whitfeld Place 

- Warialda Rail Water Supply 

Cr Galvin  - Gwydir Oval 

 Cr D Coulton - Bingara Pool 

Cr J Coulton - Australia Day Committee 

 

 are adopted. 
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Item 1 Councillor Activity Statement for December 2019 and 
January 2020 

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  4. Proactive Regional and Local Leadership 

OUTCOME: 4.1 WE ARE AN ENGAGED & CONNECTED COMMUNITY 

STRATEGY: 4.1.2 Enable broad, rich and meaningful engagement to 
occur - GM - external 

 

The Councillors Activity schedule for December 2019 and January 2020 is 
outlined below:  
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OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the Councillor Activity Statement for December 2019 and January 
2020 be received 

 
  
 
 
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION TO COUNCIL 
 

THAT the Councillor Activity Statement for December 2019 and 
January 2020 be received 

(Moved Cr Egan, Seconded Cr Dixon OAM) 
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Item 2 Minutes of the Country Mayors' AGM and Ordinary Meeting 
held 1 November 2019 

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  4. Proactive Regional and Local Leadership 

OUTCOME: 4.1 WE ARE AN ENGAGED & CONNECTED COMMUNITY 

STRATEGY: 4.1.1 Encourage an informed community - GM - external 

  
 

This report recommends the notation of the attached minutes of the Country 
Mayors’ Association of NSW’s Annual General Meeting and Ordinary Meeting 
held on 1 November 2019. 

The next Country Mayors meeting is Friday 6 March 2020 in Sydney. 
 
 
 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the minutes of the Country Mayors’ Association of NSW meeting 
held 1 November 2019 be received and noted 

 
 

AT- Minutes AGM held 1 November 2019  

AT- Minutes Ordinary meeting held 1 November 2019 

   

 

 

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION TO COUNCIL 

THAT the minutes of the Country Mayors’ Association of NSW 
meeting held 1 November 2019 be received and noted 

(Moved Cr Young, Seconded Cr Galvin) 
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Item 3 National General Assembly - call for Notices of Motion  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  4. Proactive Regional and Local Leadership 

OUTCOME: 4.1 WE ARE AN ENGAGED & CONNECTED COMMUNITY 

STRATEGY: 4.2.2 Work in partnership to plan for the future - GM - 
external 

AUTHOR General Manager  

DATE 20 January 2020        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 

IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 

The Australian Local Government Association (ALGA) National General 
Assembly (NGA) is being held in Canberra between 14 and 17 June 2020. 

This report recommends the attendance of the Mayor, General Manager and 
any other Councillor who wishes to attend the Assembly. 

The theme for the 2020 NGA is ‘Working Together for our Communities’.  A 
discussion paper is attached.  The program has not been released to date 
however should be available to be tabled at the February meeting. 

Councillors have been requested to consider any specific Notices of Motion 
for the Assembly that conform to the attached criteria for Council to discuss at 
this meeting.   

Submissions close 27 March 2020. 

 
 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

 THAT the report be received 

FURTHER that the attendance of the Mayor, General Manager and any 
other Councillor who wishes to attend the ALGA National General 
Assembly is authorised. 

 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

AT- NGA Discussion Paper and Criteria 
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COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION TO COUNCIL 

THAT the report be received 

FURTHER that the attendance of the Mayor, General Manager and 
any other Councillor who wishes to attend the ALGA National 
General Assembly is authorised 

(Moved Cr D Coulton, Seconded Cr Egan) 

FURTHER that Council review the motion that went to the State 
Conference concerning Council’s difficulties with the Native Title 
and submit a Notice of Motion for the National General Assembly. 

(Moved Cr Egan, Seconded Cr Young) 
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Item 4 Correspondence - Warialda District Chamber - Submission 
- Council's Financial Statements as at 30 June 2019  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  4. Proactive Regional and Local Leadership 

OUTCOME: 4.1 WE ARE AN ENGAGED & CONNECTED COMMUNITY 

STRATEGY: 4.1.2 Enable broad, rich and meaningful engagement to 
occur - GM - external 

AUTHOR General Manager  

DATE 20 January 2020        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 

IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 

The attached submission to the Council’s 2018/19 Financial Statements was 
received after the Council Meeting that considered the Auditor’s report and is 
now tabled for the information of Councillors. 

Council’s Financial Manager provided the following comments:  

While Council did not meet its budgets’ operating result, please bear in mind 
these budgets are compiled in May of the prior year and when expected 
funding has been promised but not yet received it can distort budgets greatly 
when there is a definitive cut-off time for transactions to be included.  It should 
be noted that in the areas where Council has some discretion as to how much 
revenue it can generate – User Charges and Fees, Interest and Investment 
Income and Other Revenues, these have all exceeded the projected budget 
for the 2019 Financial Year.  

The same is true on the expenditure side where Council can have an impact 
on the values.  Employee expenses, materials and contracts, and other 
expenses were all less than expected budgets which I believe shows that 
Council is continuously trying to improve its position.  It is also worth noting 
that from a Cash position, Council was $200k above what was budgeted for at 
year end. 

With the large amounts of funding being made available to Council, it will be 
extremely difficult to meet a positive Net Operating Result not including grants 
and contributions.  I believe it would be remiss of Council not to utilise these 
grants and contributions for the purpose of meeting a criteria when our 
communities are benefiting greatly from the projects that are being completed 
solely due to the grant funding received.  

When comparing Council’s end of year results and budgets against other 
councils it is like comparing apples to oranges. Taking the first example of 
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Inverell Shire Council exceeding their budgeted results - this is almost solely 
due to the council receiving unexpected grant funding. Their expenditure was 
actually $2 million over budget.  
 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

 THAT the report be received 

 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

AT- Warialda District Chamber Submission 
   
 
 
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION TO COUNCIL 

THAT the report be received 

(Moved Cr Egan, Seconded Cr Dixon) 
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Item 5 Monthly Investment and Rates Collection Report - 
December 2019  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  5. Organisational Management 

OUTCOME: 5.1 CORPORATE MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGY: 5.1.1 Financial management and accountability systems - 
CFO - internal 

AUTHOR Manager, Finance  

DATE 3 February 2020         

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 

IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION: 

At each monthly Ordinary Meeting, the Council is presented with the schedule 
relating to Investments, as at the end of the previous month. 

BACKGROUND: 

In accordance with Clause 19(3) of the Local Government (Financial 
Management) Regulation 1993, the following information provides details of 
Council’s funds invested as at 31 December 2019. 
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Cash and Investments 
 

Total Investments 
Direct Investments $3,000,000.00
Managed Funds $7,989,185.61
Grand Total Investments $10,989,185.61

 

Total Cash and Investments 
Investments $10,989,185.61
Cash at bank $ 502,983.80 
Grand Total Cash and Investments $11,492,169.41

 

General Fund Cash 
Total cash and investments $11,492,169.41
LESS: 

Water fund* -$758,321.22
Sewer fund* -$3,450,448.92
Waste fund* -$3,208,422.76
Other restrictions: 
Employee leave
entitlements* 

 
-$850,000.00

Carry over works in
progress* 

 
-$800,000.00

Asset replacement* -$500,000.00
Bonds and deposits -$290,000.00
Unexpended grants* -$850,000.00
Developer contributions -$256,000.00

*These figures may change with end of year processing 

Discretionary General Fund Cash $528,976.51
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I, Helen Thomas, Finance Manager and Responsible Accounting Officer for 
Gwydir Shire Council, certify that the Council’s investments have been made 
in accordance with the Local Government Act 1993, Local Government 
(General) Regulation 2005 and Council’s Investment Policy (F.01.03), as 
amended. 

RATES COLLECTIONS 

The graph below represents a comparative of the percentage collections for 
the current year against the two previous rating years.  The current years 
collections are up to 31 December 2019. 

 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the monthly Investment and Rates Collection Report for 
December 2019 be received 

ATTACHMENTS 

There are no attachments for this report.  
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COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION TO COUNCIL 

THAT the monthly Investment and Rates Collection Report for 
December 2019 be received 

(Moved Cr Young, Seconded Cr Moore) 
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Item 6 Monthly Executive Report for December 2019 and January 
2020  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  5. Organisational Management 

OUTCOME: 5.1 CORPORATE MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGY: 5.1.3 Administrative functions - GM - internal 

AUTHOR General Manager  

DATE 3 February 2020         

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 

IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 

The monthly Executive report details the activities carried out by the 
Department during the months of December 2019 and January 2020. 

BACKGROUND 

The monthly Executive report forms part of a regular reporting regime.  The 
purpose of the report is to inform Council of the activities carried out within the 
Department. 

PLANNING REPORT – December / January  

The following Development (D/A)/Complying Development (CDC) and 
Development Modification (s96) applications have been approved for the 
month of December 2019 and January 2020. 

No. Property  
Description 

Development/
Work 

$ D/A S96 CDC
 

36/2019 Loch Lomond P/L and  
Stahmann Properties P/L  

1723 River Road Gravesend 
1661 River Road 

Pallamallawa 
Lot 18 DP 751138 
Lot 71 DP 751138 

Lot 21 DP 1112160 
 

2 Lot Rural Subdivision $1,000 
 

 - - 

37/2019 J J Forest and L Abra 
16 Bassett Street Bingara 

Lot 1 DP 867937 
 

Erect a 6m x 7m Garage $14,000  - - 

38/2019 R M Lyons 
5 Brigalow Street Bingara 

Lot 2 DP 1252406 

Dwelling $390,000  - - 

 



Community Services and Planning Committee - 13 February 2020 Gwydir 
Shire 
 Council 

This is page number 45 of the minutes of the Community Services and Planning 
Committee held on Thursday 13 February 2020 
 
Chairman …………………………………………………………………………………… 

The following Development (D/A)/Complying Development (CDC) and 
Development Modification (s96) applications remain outstanding at the end of 
January 2020. 

No  Property 
Description and Description of Work 

Reason D/A S96 CDC

35/2015 Copeton Dam State Park 
3533 Copeton Dam Road Copeton 

- Continued use of existing caravan & 
camping facilities 

Development being assessed as an 
existing use 

 - - 

35/2016 C B Collette 
4 Lanagans Lane Bingara 

- Modification of Granny Flat 

Being Assessed 
 

-  - 

49/2016 Ceres Ag 
‘Gunyerwarildi’ 

1470 North Star Road Warialda 
- Continued occupation/use of rural 

worker accommodation being the 
installation of a number of pre-

manufactured cabins 

Approved in principal awaiting 
compliance certification or 

engineering certification for the cabins 

 - - 

2/2018 G & L Hosegood 
‘Barrak’ 

163 Upper Whitlow Road Whitlow 
- 20,000m3 quarry for Council use 

Awaiting Environmental Impact 
Statement as the quarry is considered 

designated development 

 - - 

30/2018 M A Spencer 
‘Log Cabin’ 

2213 Gulf Creek Road Gulf Creek 
- 15,000m3 quarry for Council use 

Request for additional information 
regarding compliance with 

Biodiversity Conservation Act 2017 
for the removal of vegetation 

 - - 

35/2018 B Hutchins 
63 Bingara Street Warialda 

- Mixed residential and commercial 
development including the opening of 

‘Gully Pub’ with a small bar licence 
and retail antiques business 

Request for additional information 
regarding whether the existing 

building meets or can meet current 
fire safety requirements under the 

National Construction Code for mixed 
commercial and residential use 

 - - 
 

12/2019 Gwydir Shire Council  
396 Taroon Road Warialda 

- Quarry 

Request for addition information by 
the assessing Planning Consultant 

independent of Council 

 - - 
 

29/2019 Groundworks Plus and AT Pearlman 
1375 Croppa Creek Road North Star 

- 490,000 tonne Quarry 

Assessment Report for Regional 
Planning Panel being prepared 

 - - 
 

39/2019 DJ Bull 
Fairford Road Warialda 

- 2 Lot Large Lot Subdivision 

Being Assessed 
 

 - - 
 

40/2019 Global Ag Properties Australia Pty Ltd 
22184 Bruxner Highway Boogabilla 

- 2 Lot Rural Subdivision 

Being Assessed 
 

 - - 
 

1/2020 Warialda Jockey Club 
128 Racecourse Road Warialda 

- Additions and Alterations to Female 
Amenities 

At exhibition and notification stage  - - 
 

2/2020 W J McDonald 
16 Old Keera Road Bingara 
- 2 Lot Urban Subdivision 

At exhibition and notification stage  - - 
 

3/2020 R J Swain 
1550 Adams Scrub Road Delungra 

- 10,000m3 Gravel Quarry 

At exhibition and notification stage  - - 
 

There were no Development (D/A)/Complying Development (CDC) or 
Development Modification (s96) applications approved and not previously 
reported to Council for the months of December 2019 or January 2020. 
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There were no Development (D/A)/Complying Development (CDC) and 
Development Modification (s96) applications refused(R)/ withdrawn (W)/ 
Cancelled (C) for the months of December 2019 or January 2020. 

The following Complying Development (CDC) and/or Construction Certificates 
(CC) application/s were approved by Private Certifiers and lodged with 
Council for the months of December 2019 and January 2020. 

No. Property  
Description 

Development/
Work 

$ C/C CDC
 

01/2020 O M & K J  Johnson 
20 Gwydir Terrace Bingara 

Lot 2 Section 19 DP 758111 
 

Swimming Pool $15,512 
 

- 

There were no Development (D/A) and Complying Development (CDC) 
applications determined where there has been a variation in standards under 
SEPP 1 or clause 4.6 of the Gwydir Local Environmental Plan 2013 for the 
months of December 2019 or January 2020. 

The following Subdivision Certificates were issued for the months of 
December 2019 and January 2020 and in the previous six (6) months. 
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The following graph shows Conveyancing Certificates issued for December 
2019 and January 2020 compared with the previous six (6) months. 

 

 

The following graph shows the number of Conveyancing Certificates issued 
up to and including the month of December 2019 compared with the same 
period in 2018. 
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The following graph shows the number of Conveyancing Certificates issued 
up to and including the month of January 2020 compared with the same 
period in 2019. 

 
 

The table below shows a comparison between total applications lodged for the 
month of December 2019 compared to the previous two years (excluding 
private certifier lodged applications). 
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The table below shows a comparison between total applications lodged for the 
month of January 2020 compared to the previous two years (excluding private 
certifier lodged applications). 

 
 

The table below shows a comparison between total applications lodged for the 
month of December 2019 compared to the previous two years (excluding 
private certifier lodged applications). 

  



Community Services and Planning Committee - 13 February 2020 Gwydir 
Shire 
 Council 

This is page number 50 of the minutes of the Community Services and Planning 
Committee held on Thursday 13 February 2020 
 
Chairman …………………………………………………………………………………… 

The table below shows a comparison between total applications lodged for the 
month of January 2020 compared to the previous two years (excluding private 
certifier lodged applications). 

  

Development Applications Received for the year by locality – YTD 
December 2019 (includes private certifier lodged applications) 
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Development Applications Received for the year by locality – YTD 
January 2020 (includes private certifier lodged applications) 
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Development Applications received for the year by type – YTD December 
2019 

 

Development Applications received for the year by type – YTD January 
2020 (includes private certifier lodged applications) 
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Development Application Analysis – for the nine (9) months up to the 
end of January 2020 (excludes private certifier lodged and approved 
applications) 

 

Complying Development Application Analysis – for the nine (9) months 
up to the end of January 2020 (excludes private certifier lodged and 
approved applications) 
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GWYDIR LEARNING REGION (GLR) 

GLR Automotive Trade Training Centre, Warialda (ATTC) 

Heavy Vehicle Training 

Four Final Competency Assessments (FCA’s) were completed during the 
month of December 2019 and five in January 2020. These included one 
Heavy Combination (HC) truck and eight Heavy Rigid (HR) vehicles. In 
addition, one private client received full training and assessment during 
December 2019 for a HR licence. During January 2020 a council employee 
received full training and assessment to gain their HC licence. 

Learner car  

Twenty bookings were made for December.  Sixteen of these were completed 
through ACE Community College at Inverell.  Another three private lessons 
were conducted separately at Inverell and one at Warialda. 

TAFE - Automotive Vocational Preparation Certificate II  

Automotive classes were completed at the end of December and will 
recommence early February 2020.   

Warialda High School – will resume to use the ATTC for engineering classes 
in February. 

Community College 

Negotiations are in place with the Gwydir Learning Region (GLR) CEO for the 
Automotive Trade Training Centre facilities to be used by Community College 
to run welding and construction classes in Warialda. 

Smart and Skilled 

In an earlier report the prospect of receiving funding for training was 
discussed. Gwydir Shire Council has now been approved to run specific short 
courses under the Smart and Skilled program. The main focus group will be 
farmers and others affected by drought but it is not limited to this area. The 
funding will allow free or low cost training for individuals and increased 
demand for training. There are five modules currently provided these are the 
truck licensing units being run by council that will be offered. Additional 
courses under this program may be applied for and added to the scope of 
training conducted by council at a later date.  

Use of The Living Classroom (TLC) during December and January 
(number of attendees in brackets) 

 Namoi JOC conducted a meeting and Christmas dinner at TLC (40). 

 Mark Everett commenced work as a Horticultural Assistant at TLC. His 
main work will focus on the propagation of plants. 

 Elizabeth Kakoschke, local WIRES representative, visited TLC to consider 
the introduction of koalas to be rehabilitated there. 
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 The Health and Aged Care community members had their Christmas Party 
at TLC (20). 

 Bingara Central School conducted an Indigenous Culture workshop at TLC 
(80).  

 
Bingara Central School students attending Indigenous Culture Workshop at TLC 

 North West Local Land Services conducted a workshop at TLC in 
December. (12) 

 Members of Gwydir Ark undertook some additional and remedial tree 
planting and watering in the Koala Tree woodland area at TLC. 

 ‘Sid Vicious’ the Koala was released at TLC.  (25) (He disappeared after 3 
days but in Late January has now reappeared in the trees near the end of 
Argoon Street). 

 
‘Sid Vicious’ the Koala being released 
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 A ‘Drought Relief’ Work Crew has worked on the perimeter fencing at TLC 
and has completed the central laneway providing access to the adjoining 
property south of Argoon Street (3). 

 Northern Inland Risk Management Group conducted a meeting (12). 

 GSC conducted ‘Working Near Power Lines’ training for staff (25). 

 The Gwydir Ark Group has supplied an animal waterer for TLC.  It has 
been installed in the SW corner of the site. Pic below with Gwydir Ark 
member Paul Moulton. 

 
Gwydir Ark member with the animal waterer 

 The Australia Day Ambassador, Peter Ford visited the site at TLC. He was 
very complimentary and made some excellent suggestions for future 
projects. 

 TLC was invited to make an EoI to the Narrabri I.A Watson Grains 
Research Centre to partner with them and with Moree TAFE in an 
application for funds to conduct a trial of native grasses and associated 
bush foods for research and potential commercial development. 

 The ‘Pulse of the Earth’ Festival held at TLC last September was awarded 
the Community Event of the Year Award at the 2020 Australia Day 
Ceremony in Bingara. 
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Other GLR Matters: 

 Staff, Kingsley Grills, Scott McLachlan and Rick Hutton have all been 
successful in up-grading the Cert IV Training and Assessment 
qualification. 

 GLR Training has been successful in gaining access to Smart and Skilled 
funding for special purpose students in Heavy Vehicle Driver training. 

 Bingara Community College has requested the use of the Warialda 
Automotive Trade Training Centre for some of their courses this term. 

GOVERNANCE 

CARAVAN PARKS 

The solar hot water service at the Bingara Caravan Park was repaired (under 
warranty). 

The cabins at the Bingara Caravan Park remain on the market for sale with 
some interest shown but none sold. 

Casual staff worked at the Bingara Caravan Park for a month over the 
reporting period while the caretakers were on extended leave. 

Both Caravan Parks’ laundry and bathroom amenities remain available free of 
charge to those affected by drought conditions.  

SECTION 355 COMMITTEES 

Bingara Anglers’ Club  

As reported in the September 2019 Report, the Club submitted an Expression 
of Interest for funding under the Federal Government’s Communities 
Environment Program. This submission was successful for the sum of 
$20,000.  The funding will be used for an upgrade of the hatchery, including 
improvements to the existing breeding ponds, the construction of a tank, 
installation of a pump and filtration system and appropriate fencing and 
protective cover.  

Congratulations to the Bingara Anglers’ Club committee who were the 
successful recipients of the recent Australia Day Awards in Bingara winning 
the inaugural Environmental Citizen of the Year Award. This thoroughly 
deserved award highlights the outstanding commitment of the Anglers’ Club 
members to the health and preservation of the fish population of the local river 
systems. The Anglers’ Club teamed up with specialist state government staff 
to conduct a fish rescue in the Horton River, Rocky Creek and Myall Creek. 

SWIMMING POOLS 

During the 2018/2019 swimming season, Council introduced a Heat and Dry 
Initiative which gave free entry to Bingara and Warialda Swimming Pools. 
Free entry was determined when the predicted temperature was 37 degrees 
and above, as issued by the Bureau of Meteorology, Moree.   
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This initiative continued into the current season and has proven to be 
successful with increased patronage at both pools and expanded Learn to 
Swim programs.  

Council’s initiative however, also created an anomaly with regard to Pool 
Season Tickets and the benefits attached to them. This has occurred over 
both the 2018/19 and 2019/20 swimming seasons.  

Council is currently arranging for season ticket holders to be reimbursed with 
Gwydir Dollars in the form of a gift card. This reimbursement will occur at the 
end of this season when the exact number of free entry days is known and a 
pro rata amount can be calculated for both seasons. 

The Gwydir Dollars gift card will only be able to be spent at local businesses 
within the Gwydir Shire.  These gift cards will also form the basis of a ‘Buy 
Local’ campaign and will be available from April 2020. 

Learn to Swim schools have been conducted at both pools during January 
and proved to be very popular. 

Tenders for the design and construction of a new Splash Program Pool and 
25 metre pool at Bingara closed on 28 January 2020 with one response being 
received for each tender. 

Defibrillators have been purchased and installed at both public pools. Royal 
Lifesaving will conduct refresher training in the use of the defibrillators for 
members from the swimming clubs and stakeholders, to take place in 
February. 

Bingara Swimming Pool commenced early morning swimming three days a 
week in January 2020. 

Warialda Swimming Pool held a special “Australia Day Pool Party” which was 
organised by the Warialda Christmas Party Committee.  

CRANKY ROCK  

Cranky Rock Reserve was closed to the public from 18 to 27 December 2019 
due to the extreme weather conditions.   

A defibrillator has been purchased and installed at Cranky Rock Reserve. 

MYALL CREEK 

A Welcome to Country smoking ceremony was conducted at the Myall Creek 
Memorial site on 15 January 2020. This was to mark the commencement of 
the works project which will see the construction of an amenities block, shelter 
and cultural performance space.  These works are funded under a Create 
NSW funding program of which the Friends of Myall Creek Memorial 
Committee are the recipients.  The Committee also provided morning tea for 
elders, corrective services participants, Council staff, and contractors to mark 
the special occasion. 
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Members of the Friends of 
Myall Creek Memorial 
committee (including Council’s 
Property and Liaison Manager, 
Carmen Southwell) attended 
the traditional smoking 
ceremony at the 
commencement of works at 
the Myall Creek Memorial site 
along with Council’s Works 
Manager, Jamie Wilson. 

 

 

The traditional 
smoking ceremony 
was performed by 
Keith Munro, from 
Friends of Myall 
Creek Memorial 
committee, and 
included 
contractors, Council 
staff, committee 
members and 
elders. 

 

 

 

COUNCIL’S CLEANING CONTRACT 

During the reporting period, in addition to the scheduled regular program, 
cleaning was completed at: 

The Living Classroom and Bunkhouse – various meetings/courses, Christmas 
parties, Bingara Central School information day 

Nicholson Oval – cricket match 

Warialda Recreation Ground – Warialda Christmas Carnival 

Warialda Memorial Hall – PCYC Disco, Vacation Care 

New Bingara Library – post construction clean 

Warialda All Abilities Park, Roxy Café toilets and Warialda Library have been 
added to the regular cleaning schedule. 
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PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 

Council Offices and Buildings 

During the Christmas holiday period, extensive carpet cleaning was 
undertaken and offices were given a “spring” clean.  Cockroach extermination 
programs were also completed. 

Whitfeld Place 

Unit 4, Whitfeld Place was vacated on 7 December 2019.  Building Services 
staff are currently renovating the unit and will replace the carpet and paint 
internally. 

Council Residence for Sale 

123 High Street, Warialda, is listed for sale through Ray White Rural, Bingara, 
and JA McGregor’s, Warialda. 

GOVERNANCE 

NSW Electoral Commission half-yearly disclosures were completed and 
submitted in a timely manner.  

Declarations of Interest 

Declarations 
of Interest 

 

Pecuniary - 
significant 

Pecuniary – 
less than 
significant 

Non-
Pecuniary - 
significant 

Non-
Pecuniary – 
less than 
significant 

December  – 
Ordinary 

0 0 0 0 

January  There were no Council meetings during January 

Customer Service Requests  
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Public Interest Disclosure Training 

Unfortunately, due to bushfires in the area, the scheduled Public Interest 
Disclosure information sessions in December had to be postponed to a date 
to be advised. 

Planning is currently underway to host the training in March 2020. 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the monthly Executive Report for December 2019 and January 
2020 be received 
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ATTACHMENTS 

There are no attachments for this report.  
 
 
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION TO COUNCIL 

THAT the monthly Executive Report for December 2019 and 
January 2020 be received 

(Moved Cr Galvin, Seconded Cr Dick) 
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Item 7 Monthly Organisation and Community Development 
Report for December 2019 and January 2020  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  5. Organisational Management 

OUTCOME: 5.1 CORPORATE MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGY: 5.1.3 Administrative functions - GM - internal 

AUTHOR Organisation Development Director  

DATE 3 February 2020         

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 

IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 

The monthly Organisation and Community Development report details the 
activities carried out by the Department during December 2019 and January 
2020. 

BACKGROUND 

The monthly Organisation and Community Development report forms part of a 
regular reporting regime.  The purpose of the report is to inform Council of the 
activities carried out within the Department. 

WORK HEALTH AND SAFETY  

As part of the organisation’s journey towards safety excellence, the WHS 
monthly report format has been updated and will continually evolve. The new 
format now includes lead and lag indicators. By measuring both the input 
(lead) and output (lag) of our safety strategy, we have the ability to manage 
the performance more effectively. Currently the Lost Time Injury Frequency 
Rate (LTIFR) and Total Recordable Injury Frequency Rate (TRIFR) are 
significantly high and through strict injury management and stronger focus in 
Work Health and Safety, these numbers will reduce.  

 

Several new safety initiatives are under development, such as Hazard and 
Near Miss Reporting and data will be available in the coming months. 
Throughout December and January, there were 11 incidents reported and a 
notable increase in wildlife strikes, all five (5) requiring vehicle repairs. 
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Organisational Lead and Lag Indicator Snapshot 

Lead Indicators Current Month Total (from 1 July 2019) 

Number of Hazards Reported 0 0 

Number of Near Misses Reported 0 1 

Number of Workplace Verifications 4 40 

Number of Tool Box / Safety Meetings / Training 12 12 

Total 16 41 

Lag Indicators Current Month Total (from 1 July 2019) 

Number of Incidents 11 38 

Number of First Aid Treatments (FAT) 0 2 

Number of Medical Treatment Injuries (MTI) 1 4 

Number of Lost Time Injuries (LTI) 1 8 

Working Days Lost Due to Injuries 9 317 

Working Days Restricted Duties 2 68 

Number of Employees 398 - 

Total Hours Worked 47,355 - 

Total Lost Time Injury Frequency Rate (LTIFR) 21,117 - 

Total Recordable Injury Frequency Rate (TRIFR) 42,234 - 

WHS Performance Summary – Attachment 1 

AGED CARE SERVICES 

Naroo Aged Care Facility, Warialda 

Occupancy:     34/36 – Occupancy has fluctuated over the last two months.  
Currently there are two vacancies due to one resident wishing to return home 
and see if he can manage and another resident transferred to another facility 
to be closer to family.  Naroo currently has one person on the waiting list and 
Naroo Manager has scheduled a meeting with family.   

Meetings: General staff meeting held in January 2020.  A new online 
education system is to be implemented at Naroo. 

Recruitment:  Three new staff members were welcomed to Naroo under the 
drought initiative – one in Administration, one in Maintenance and one in the 
Kitchen.  One casual Care Service Employee has commenced at Naroo. 
Recruitment in place for a permanent part time Kitchen Hand following a 
resignation and also Casual Kitchen hands required.  

Staffing issues: Overtime has been kept to a minimum. Shift times have 
been reviewed and reduced due to vacant beds. 

Building Works: Plans for kitchen extension have been completed. Tender 
process completed awaiting commencement. 

Activities: Christmas activities and leave took up most of the time in 
December/ January. Christmas celebrations at Naroo were a great success 
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with staff working over and above to provide the residents with beautiful food 
and entertainment. 

Quality Indicators: Quality Indicators information has been entered onto My 
Aged Care Portal.  

WH&S: Monthly environmental audits completed. Risk management in Aged 
Care to be a priority in Council in alignment with the new Aged Care 
Standards. 

Seniors week – an event has been organised at the Warialda Town Hall to 
celebrate senior’s week with a day of fun and Bingo.  Invites have been sent 
to all surrounding Aged Care facilities and services. 

Gwydir Shire Commonwealth Home Support Program – Summary for 
Delungra and Warialda for December and January – Bingara data not 
available. 

 BINGARA DELUNGRA WARIALDA 

 Dec Jan Dec Jan Dec Jan 

DAY CENTRE    

Total active clients n/a n/a 23 23 91 91 

Clients receiving service n/a n/a 11 10 40 41 

Total meals n/a n/a 39 15 218 70 

Hrs clients receive in Centre n/a n/a 70 45 304 143 

SOCIAL SUPPORT    

No of clients n/a n/a 12 10 44 39 

Individual hrs n/a n/a 1 0 47 34 

Group hrs n/a n/a 69 45 257 109 

Total hours received n/a n/a 70 45 304 143 

FOOD SERVICE 
(Meals on Wheels) 

   

Clients n/a n/a 0 0 3 3 

Meals n/a n/a 0 0 68 56 

TRANSPORT    

Number of clients n/a n/a 2 6 11 14 

Number of trips n/a n/a 8 10 44 32 

TRANSPORT - YOUTH    

Number of clients n/a n/a 0 0 0 0 

Number of trips n/a n/a 0 0 0 0 

ACCESS BUS - INVERELL    

Number of clients n/a n/a 1 1 6 6 

Number of trips (per month) n/a n/a 2 2 2 2 
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VOLUNTEERS    

No of volunteers for the month n/a n/a 4 4 36 35 

Monthly volunteer hours n/a n/a 149 6 197 175 

ACCOMMODATION UNITS 
FOR AGED 

   

Occupancy n/a n/a 0 0 13/13 13/13 

BINGARA CHSP 

December and January were both very busy months with transport with 265 
trips recorded.  The Bingara local transport has increased significantly since 
returning after Christmas. 

During December and January, 62 meals on wheels were delivered in Bingara 
and 91 meals were served in the centre which includes the weekly morning 
tea and Christmas function and luncheons. 

Bingara CHSP recorded 269 hours of group social support and 141 hours of 
individual social support during the two months. 

The Centre’s Christmas lunch was held at The Living Classroom and was very 
well supported and enjoyed by the clients.   

An Australia day morning tea was held on 28 January with party pies, 
lamingtons, scones and of course the old favourite, Minties. 

The Centre’s access bus is still running fortnightly and is always full.  A couple 
of much needed new volunteers have been welcomed. 

WARIALDA / DELUNGRA 

Transport was not as busy as usual during December for Warialda. 

Christmas parties were organised with Delungra clients on 11 December, 
Friday Card group held their Christmas party on 13 December and Warialda 
clients enjoyed their Christmas party on 16 December. 

January saw a slow start with clients being away and transport requirements 
less. 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

Warialda Christmas Carnival 

Gwydir Shire Council in partnership with the Warialda Christmas Carnival 
committee presented a family friendly Christmas carnival with market stalls, 
food vans, novelty games and races and live entertainment by the Morning 
Papers.  Around 400 participants attended the event held on Saturday 14 
December.  
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Bingara Christmas Carnival 

For over 18 months, a steady convoy of hay, grain, hampers and gifts have 
made their way from the small town of Bangalow in the Northern Rivers to 
Bingara, providing vital supplies for farmers facing the worst drought on 
record.  

In 2019, Bangalow supported the children of Bingara Central School by 
subsidising the annual school camp and distributing Christmas hampers to 
every child attending the school in the hopes of making their festive season a 
little brighter.  

In their latest show of support, Bangalow joined forces with Gwydir Shire 
Council to coordinate the annual Christmas Carnival held on Saturday 30 
November. This time instead of hampers, the convoy comprised sound 
technicians, musicians, singers and performers, all ready to put on a show. 

Bangalow woman Lisa Laing, was one of the women behind these incredible 
acts of kindness. Lisa wanted to bring some joy to the town after two terrible 
years of drought conditions.  

Lisa called in favours from friends and family across Australia to put together 
a show of talented performers, which included Clayton Crosby, Dan Murphy, 
Susie Jay and Joe Ace, Jayne Henry, Bingara Central School and the Bingara 
Preschool. 

An estimated crowd of 700 people gathered on Gwydir Oval for the event.  
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Australia Day 

This year’s Bingara Australia Day celebrations again took place at the Roxy 
Theatre, a change of venue from previous years with the event normally 
held at the Bingara Historical Museum. The relocation was due to a number 
of factors with the main reason being the extreme heat felt in the past and 
the health and safety risk it posed for many of the elderly attendees.  

Although numbers were slightly down on previous years patrons were 
supportive of the venue change. 

Australian CEO Peter Shann Ford was Bingara’s Australia Day Ambassador 
for the day. Peter is a bionics software developer, author and former 
journalist and news anchor. Peter is also the founder of Control Bionics, a 
neural systems technology company, and the inventor of NeuroSwitch™, an 
EMG (electromyograph) based communications and control system for people 
with profound disabilities including Locked in Syndrome.  

Australia Day award recipients were Peter O’Brien for Bingara adult citizen 
of the year, Lachlan Starr was award the junior citizen of the year, and the 
event of the year was awarded to Vision 2020 for the Pulse of the Earth 
Festival. A new category for 2020, the Environmental Project of the year 
was awarded to the Bingara Anglers Club for their fish rescue project. Over 
200 people attended the event.  
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Love Local this Christmas 

Gwydir Shire Council in partnership with Bingara businesses were urging 
Gwydir residents to shop local for the 2019 festive season with a campaign 
called ‘Love Local this Christmas’.  

Bingara boutique owner Mrs Lenore Kennedy from Dewberry Lane was the 
brainchild of this initiative, and with the assistance of Gwydir Shire Council, 
aimed to encourage people to spend up big in local stores. 

As an incentive, customers went into the draw to win some fantastic prizes 
including gift vouchers, food hampers, services and dining vouchers. The 
major prize was two 2 minute supermarket ‘dash and grabs’ courtesy of the 
Bingara IGA and Hardware. Winners of this prize had two minutes to do a lap 
of the IGA filling their trolley with as many grocery items as possible. 

Twenty-three main street businesses participated in the campaign, offering a 
total prize pool of close to $2,000. To participate customers simply needed to 
write their name and phone number on the back of their receipt, and place in 
the barrel at a participating store. 

The prizes were drawn following a live music performance on Saturday 21 
December at 12.30 in Fays Park. 

This initiative was a great example of local business and Council working 
together to achieve positive outcomes.  
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Gwydir News 

The current editor of the Gwydir News will be leaving Council in the second 
week in February to study medicine at the University of Western Sydney. 
The editor role has been advertised widely across print and social media 
and has attracted a number of promising applications. It is hoped that an 
announcement of the new editor will be made by early February.  

 

VISITOR INFORMATION CENTRES 

Warialda Visitor Information Centre 

Nov 2019 Combined Dec 2019 – Jan 2020 

Opening hrs = 150 Opening hrs = 300 

Volunteer hrs = 36 Volunteer hrs = 76.5 

Bingara Visitor Information Centre 

Nov 2019 Dec 2019 Jan 2020 

Opening hrs = 166 Opening hrs = 118 Opening hrs = 136.5 

Volunteer hrs = 36 Volunteer hrs = 36 Volunteer hrs = 28 
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Income – Warialda VIC $ Nov $ Dec - Jan 

Caravan Park  162.00 503.00 

Centre hire  60.00 0 

Merchandise sales 2,061.30 3,207.50 

Goods on consignment sales 0 0 

Gwydir Business Awards 60.00 0 

Subtotal $2,343.30 $3,710.50 

Less Caravan Park money banked 162.00 503.00 

Total Monthly Income $1,968.30 $3,207.50 
 

Income – Bingara VIC $ Nov $ Dec $ Jan 

Products on consignment  28.00 8.00 3.00 

Merchandise 915.50 615.00 750.00 

Subtotal $943.50 $623.00 $753.00 

Less payments to consignees 19.60 5.60 2.10 

Total Merchandise sales/income $923.90 $617.40 $750.90 

Commission received on event bookings  0 0 0 

Monthly Income Bingara VIC $923.90 $617.40 $750.90 

Roxy Tour Income 140.00 35.00 70.00 

Total Monthly Income Bingara VIC $1,063.90 $652.00 $820.90 
 

Cranky Rock Sites Nov Dec - Jan 

Powered sites 26 11 

Unpowered sites 14 8 

Total 40 19 
 

Visitors at Warialda VIC Nov Dec 

Jan 

Visitors 378 458 

RMS clients 190 320 

Cafe 467 633 

Total Warialda VIC 1,100 1,411 
 

Visitors at Bingara VIC Nov Dec Jan 

 345 300 282 
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SOCIAL SERVICES – December 2019 – January 2020 

Bingara Neighbourhood Centre 
Funding body – Family and Community Services 

The Neighbourhood Centre assisted over 30 families with drought applications 
in the December/January period. The new funding available from the Federal 
Government through the Salvation Army saw glitches in the system, meaning 
that some applications were not registered and will need to be resubmitted 
with the assistance of the Federal Government. 

Be Connected (Broadband for Seniors) 

 

Month Number of participants 
November 9 
December 0 
January 0 

There were no sessions held over the December January period. The new 
administrator of the program will commence lessons on the 3 February 2020.  

Youth Service  

Funding body – Family and Community Services 

Youth Council 

On Thursday 5 December, Gwydir Youth Council held a movie night at the 
Warialda Town Hall.  The Youth Council planned this event as a fundraiser for 
upcoming events next year. The Youth Council planned this as a community 
event to target the whole community, not just the youth. 

The night was well attended with 131 people present.  Meal deals were 
available for purchase on the night. Warialda IGA donated many prize packs 
for the night and lucky winners were drawn out at the start of the movie and at 
the end.  

It was a fantastic night and the Youth Council are very proud of what they 
accomplished. They did a fantastic job preparing and running the event. 

The next Youth Council meeting is planned for 20 February 2020. 

Youth Mentoring Program 

 

 

 

 

 

The Youth mentoring program has been assisting young people with 
Centrelink, Medicare, travel bookings, behaviour management, resume writing 
and rental applications.  

Month Number of participants 

December 3 

January 2 
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Vacation Care 

Total Points of contact 
13 January – 24 January 

 
87 

Number of children & families 
enrolled for Holiday Activities 

 

22 families 
28 children 

17 girls 
11 boys 

Vacation Care was held in the Warialda Town Hall over two weeks during 
January 2020.  Children were busy planning performances on the stage, 
cooking, making their own holiday books, key hunting, group challenges, hula 
hoop, paper scissors rock, crocodile crocodile and Pie Face. 

The stage was set up as a mini cinema with a small screen and projector so 
the children could watch a movie. Children brought pillows and blankets and 
made popcorn.  The movie session and Pie Face were the two highlights over 
vacation care. 

Bingara Toy Library 
Funding body – Early Childhood Education and Care Directorate 
NSW Department of Education and Communities 

 

3 December – Bubz Biz Christmas party.  Seven children accompanied by 
seven adults attended the last Bubz Biz session for 2019.  Each family 
brought along a small plate of food to share. The service provided fruit punch, 
a gift for each child attending and a small token to thank each adult for 
supporting the service during 2019.  Child and Family Health Nurse was in 
attendance to support families also. 

KSK Program - a flyer was distributed amongst other services and public 
notice boards to start the process of new enrolments for 2020.  The children 
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on both Tuesday and Thursday afternoons enjoyed Christmas craft, cooking, 
movie afternoon and a party for each separate afternoons last day.  

January was very hot and this was reflected in attendance numbers; also 
intensive swimming lessons were on in Bingara and many of the regular 
families were away on holidays. 

The service was only open for eight days in total during January due to staff 
leave and public holidays. Craft, inside play, outside play and games were 
made available to the families who did attend the service for this period. 

The rooms were rearranged and the outside areas revamped by the toy 
librarian for a fun 2020 program. 

The weekly routine has been revamped with after school program Kool Skool 
Kids being offered on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday afternoons this year. 

A slight change to the opening hours in the toy room for the morning session 
sees it still available for three mornings a week offering craft, parenting 
support, special guests, outreach service visits. 

Supported Playgroup Development Worker 

Funding body – Family and Community Services 
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 Fun at the Warialda Toy Library   Vacation Care, Warialda 

Significant events for the month of December included: 

3 December – Christmas decorating morning took place at the service where 
children were provided with the opportunity to decorate the services tree and 
building. 

6 December – children participated in making reindeer food, followed by a 
jingle bracelet creation session. 

9 December - families were provided with information regarding toddler and 
sounds development. 

11 December – Toy Library Christmas party. Families attended this session 
with a plate of food to share and a picnic morning tea took place outside. 
Children engaged in water play activities briefly, before heading back indoors 
where a visit from Santa took place with all children receiving a book for this 
occasion. Various Christmas craft experiences, including reindeer food 
making, were provided for the children as well as a sausage sizzle lunch to 
conclude the event. 

12 December - Christmas baubles were created by the children attending the 
morning service session on this day. 

13 December - sensory play was incorporated into the festive celebrations 
with the children being provided with a Christmas themed sensory tub. 

16 December - as the school holiday period approached, families were 
provided with a current media guidelines resource sheet, explaining the 
recommended time children should be limited to screen time as per age. This 
information also provided families with education regarding what is actually 
considered ‘screen time’ and how it can impact children’s development, mood 
and behaviour. 
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17 December - paper plate Christmas masks were created by the children 
attending on this morning. 

19 December - Christmas cook up day with children making Christmas tree 
cookies. 

20 December - Christmas dough creation morning. 

Although the service was operational during the Christmas school holiday 
period, numbers were recorded as being low in trend compared to previous 
January school holiday periods. This can be attributed to families being away 
and the intensive swimming program that takes place during January 
coinciding directly with service session times. 

The service still provided many experiences such as; sensory play 
experiences, painting, craft and story time sessions, cooking and music 
sessions for those few attending the service sessions. 

 

December is always a busy time for playgroups across the shire.  December 
2019 was no different with plenty of Christmas craft activities and experiences 
being provided for all children attending playgroup sessions.  

Warialda and Gravesend playgroup members along with members of the toy 
library joined to celebrate Christmas on 11 December, with their annual 
Christmas party taking place at the Warialda Toy Library.  Families attended 
this session with a plate of food to share, and a picnic morning tea took place 
outside. Children engaged in water play activities briefly before heading back 
indoors where a visit from Santa took place, with all children receiving a book 
for this occasion. Various Christmas craft experiences, including reindeer food 
making, were provided for the children as well as a sausage sizzle lunch to 
conclude the event. 

Bingara playgroup celebrated their Christmas party on 12 December with a 
slip and slide experience, party food and a gift provided to each child and 
mother attending the service on this day. 

Warialda provided two playgroup sessions during this school holiday break 
with only five children attending overall to these sessions. Free play, 
puzzle and games, playdough and face painting were some of the activities 
provided for over these two days. There were no playgroups held during 
January in Bingara and Gravesend. 
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Bingara Preschool 

Funding body - Early Childhood Education and Care Directorate 
NSW Department of Education and Communities 

 

End of Year Presentation: The annual Bingara Preschool Presentation 
evening was held on Monday 9 December at 6pm. It was held at the Roxy and 
there was a large group of parents, friends and family that attended. The 
children performed four of their favourite songs: Cuddly Koala, Baby Shark, 
Tooty Ta and Teddy Bear, Teddy Bear. Each child received a book as a gift, 
their completed portfolio and a graduation/completion certificate.  

Santa visited the event, which made the children and their families smile. The 
Preschool received a lot of positive feedback on the event.  

Final days for 2019: The last formal day for the children at Bingara Preschool 
was Wednesday 18 December. The staff spent Thursday 19 and Friday 20 
December, cleaning and re-organising all the equipment and resources for 
2020. 

 
Bingara Preschool resumed on 28 January 2020. 
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Tharawonga Mobile Resource Unit 

Funding body – Department of Education | Department of Employment 
Australian Government  

 

December was busy with children’s Christmas functions at each venue, 
creating craft for parent’s presents and decorating halls.  

Tharawonga saw 18 children transitioning to school. This has reduced our 
numbers at all venues and although we have several new enrolments, the 
drought has had a big impact upon the service.  

Tulloona Service has been recessed due to only one child requiring care at 
the venue during 2020. 

Gravesend Clubhouse has had some repairs done during the holidays.  

North Star now has a long day care service twice per week to take the place 
of Tulloona on Thursday.  

Crooble service was about to be closed at the end of 2019 as there were only 
four children booked for 2020. Parents rallied and found three more children 
so the service remains on a Friday at this point in time.  

Yallaroi service has remained as usual at the Yallaroi Hall.  

Yetman venue has changed from the Sporting Club to the school, the main 
reason being staff safety due to sharing the Sporting Club with the general 
public using the caravan park.  

Hours for Tharawonga Mobile Resource Unit 2020: 
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CONSULTATION 

Consultation has occurred within the Organisation and Community 
Development Directorate. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Policy implications are those relating to the 2019/2020 Operational Plan and 
the Policies of Gwydir Shire Council. 

FINANCIAL, ECONOMIC and RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS (including 
Asset Management) 

The activities carried out by the Organisation and Community Development 
Department are in line with the 2019/2020 Operational Plan. 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS (Social and Environment) 

The activities undertaken by the Organisation and Community Development 
Department regarding social and environmental factors are targeted in line 
with the 2019/2020 Operational Plan. 

 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the monthly Organisation and Community Development Report for 
December 2019 and January 2020 be received 

ATTACHMENTS 

AT- Attach 1 - WHS Report 
   
 
 
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION TO COUNCIL 

THAT the monthly Organisation and Community Development 
Report for December 2019 and January 2020 be received 

(Moved Cr Galvin, Seconded Cr Young) 

FURTHER that a letter of acknowledgement be sent to Australia 
Day Award nominees 

(Moved Cr Egan, Seconded Cr Coulton) 
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Item 8 Monthly Investment and Rates Collection Report - January 
2020  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  5. Organisational Management 

OUTCOME: 5.1 CORPORATE MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGY: 5.1.1 Financial management and accountability systems - 
CFO - internal 

AUTHOR Manager, Finance  

DATE 3 February 2020         

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 

IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 

At each monthly Ordinary Meeting, the Council is presented with the schedule 
relating to Investments, as at the end of the previous month. 

BACKGROUND 

In accordance with Clause 19(3) of the Local Government (Financial 
Management) Regulation 1993, the following information provides details of 
Council’s funds invested as at 31 January 2020. 
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I, Helen Thomas, Finance Manager and Responsible Accounting Officer for 
Gwydir Shire Council, certify that the Council’s investments have been made 
in accordance with the Local Government Act 1993, Local Government 
(General) Regulation 2005 and Council’s Investment Policy (F.01.03), as 
amended. 

RATES COLLECTIONS 

The graph below represents a comparative of the percentage collections for 
the current year against the two previous rating years.  The current years’ 
collections are up to 31 January 2020. 

 

 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the monthly Investment and Rates Collection Report for January 
2020 be received 

ATTACHMENTS 

There are no attachments for this report.  
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COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION TO COUNCIL 

THAT the monthly Investment and Rates Collection Report for 
January 2020 be received 

(Moved Cr Young, Seconded Cr Moore) 
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Item 9 Meeting Cycle Dates - 2020  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  5. Organisational Management 

OUTCOME: 5.1 CORPORATE MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGY: 5.1.3 Administrative functions - GM - internal 

AUTHOR General Manager  

DATE 5 February 2020        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 

IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 

This report recommends the adoption of the draft meeting cycle for February 
to September 2020. 

BACKGROUND 

At the Ordinary meeting of Council on 27 September 2018, the meeting cycle 
dates were adopted for meetings up to and including September 2019.  

The following arrangements exist at present in respect of the Council’s 
meeting cycle: 

Regular day and time of Ordinary Meetings and Standing Committee 
Meetings: 

The Ordinary Council Meetings of Council are set as the last 
Thursday of each month usually commencing at 9am unless there 
is some kind of conflict with other events. 

The Standing Committee Meetings have been held, if required, on 
the second Thursday of each month usually commencing at 9am.  

Manner of giving notice of Meetings: 

The Business Papers and summons for the Ordinary Council and Committee 
Meetings are issued no later than the close of business on the Fridays prior to 
the Meetings.  This is achieved by the electronic agenda being uploaded to 
the Councillors’ iPad device via Dashboard unless there are unusual 
circumstances that make it impossible to achieve this timeframe. 

Any Councillor may request a hard copy of the Business Paper. 

While it has been the practice to alternate the Meeting venues monthly 
between Warialda and Bingara, with the legislative requirement to have all 
meetings recorded since the commencement of 2020, Council currently only 
has the Warialda office set up to accommodate this.  Meetings will need to be 
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held in Warialda until such time as the Bingara Council Chambers is able to 
meet this requirement. 

The recommended meeting dates designed to accommodate the foreseen 
issues that may arise next year are outlined in the attached document. 
 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

 THAT the report be received 

FURTHER that the recommended meetings dates for 2020 are accepted 

 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

AT- Proposed Meeting Cycle for 2020 
   
 
 
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION TO COUNCIL 

THAT the report be received 

FURTHER that the recommended meetings dates for 2020 are 
accepted 

(Moved Cr D Coulton, Seconded Cr Galvin) 
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