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Item 1 April Monthly Investment and Rates Collection Report and 
General Finance Report  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  5. Organisational Management 

OUTCOME: 5.1 CORPORATE MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGY: 5.1.1 Financial management and accountability systems - 
CFO - internal 

AUTHOR Manager, Finance  

        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 
 
IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 
 
At each monthly Ordinary Meeting, the Council is presented with the schedule 
relating to Investments, as at the end of the previous month. 
 
TABLED ITEMS Nil 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
In accordance with Clause 19(3) of the Local Government (Financial 
Management) Regulation 1993, the following information provides details of 
Council’s funds invested as at 30 April 2020. 
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I, Helen Thomas, Finance Manager and Responsible Accounting Officer for 
Gwydir Shire Council, certify that the Council’s investments have been made 
in accordance with the Local Government Act 1993, Local Government 
(General) Regulation 2005 and Council’s Investment Policy (F.01.03), as 
amended. 
 
RATES COLLECTIONS 
 
The graph below represents a comparative of the percentage collections for 
the current year against the two previous rating years.  The current years 
collections are up to 30 April 2020. 
 

 
 
GENERAL FINANCE 
 
While the NSW Government has announced that Councils have the ability to 
delay sending out the first quarterly rates notice for 2020-21, Gwydir Shire 
Council have a robust hardship procedure that voids the need for this to 
happen.  Any shire resident that is unable to make payment on their rates by 
due dates, can contact Council and we will assist in making a suitable arrange 
case by case for residents to overcome any hardship. 
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Council is currently working through the 2020 Financial Year Interim Audit.  
The Buildings revaluation has been approved and processed and we are 
currently awaiting sign off from the Roads revaluation.   
 
It is pleasing to report that Council has received a special mention in the 
monthly LG Debits and Credits newsletter that is distributed to the majority of 
NSW Councils. The Audit Office are making recommendations to Councils to 
get a portion of the financials at a stage of ‘early close’ to refine and ensure 
end of year statement preparations do not have any issues that could hold the 
process up.      
 

 
 
* Image taken directly from the LG Debits and Credits May Edition of 
Newsletter 
 
 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the April Monthly Investment and Rates Collection Report 
and General Finance Report be received 

ATTACHMENTS 

There are no attachments for this report. 
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Item 2 Local Road and Community Infrastructure Program  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  2. Building the business base 

OUTCOME: 2.1 OUR ECONOMY IS GROWING AND SUPPORTED 

STRATEGY: 2.1.1 Plan for and develop the right assets and 
infrastructure - TS -external 

AUTHOR General Manager  

        

IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 
 
This report recommends that the General Manager report to Council on the 
most appropriate road works and community projects to be undertaken from 
the additional funding from the Local Road and Community Infrastructure 
Program. 
 
TABLED ITEMS Nil 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
On 22 May 2020 the Australian Government announced a new $500 million 
Local Roads and Community Infrastructure Program (LRCI Program). 
 
The funding allocations have been calculated in a similar way to how the 
Roads to Recovery Program and the road component of the Financial 
Assistance Grants works. 
 
This formula takes into consideration road length and population and is based 
on recommendations of Local Government Grants Commissions. 
 
Gwydir Shire has been advised that and allocation of $1,182,224 under the 
newly created Local Road and Community Infrastructure Program.  
 
This program will allow the funding to be spent on roads or other projects such 
as “new or upgraded bicycle and walking paths, community facilities, and 
picnic shelters and barbeque facilities at parks”. 
 
The Federal Government’s website states “This program will support local 
councils to deliver priority local road and community infrastructure projects 
across Australia, supporting jobs and the resilience of local economies to help 
communities bounce back from the COVID-19 pandemic”. 
 
COMMENT 
 
Possible projects could include: 
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The commencement of the sealing of the Horton Road between Upper 
Horton and Killarney Gap Road, also the subject of a NSW Government 
Fixing Local Roads Grant but undetermined as yet; 
 
The upgrade of the Warialda Medical Centre (approximately $200,000) 
but its ability to be included would need to be established under the 
program guidelines; and; 
Smaller projects across the Shire such as some requested work at the 
Presbyterian Church in Warialda or the Anglican Church at Upper 
Horton. 

 
A full list of possible projects will be presented to Council for consideration. 
The funding is available from 1st July 2020. 
 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the report be received and that the General Manager report to 
Council on the most appropriate road works and community 
projects to be considered for funding from the Local Road and 
Community Infrastructure Program. 
 
FURTHER that the Council’s Federal Members be thanked for this 
additional funding. 

ATTACHMENTS 

AT-  The Hon Mark Coulton MP Press Release 
AT-  The Hon Barnaby Joyce MP Press Release
AT-  Program Fact Sheet 
AT- Australia Wide Allocations  
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Item 3 Quarterly Budget Review Statement   

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  5. Organisational Management 

OUTCOME: 5.1 CORPORATE MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGY: 5.1.1 Financial management and accountability systems - 
CFO - internal 

AUTHOR Manager, Finance  

        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 
 
IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 
 
This report recommends that the March Quarter Budget Review Statement be 
noted and that the March Quarter budget adjustments be approved. 
 
TABLED ITEMS Nil 
 
BACKGROUND  
 
This report is required under the Local Government Act and associated 
Regulations. 
 
COMMENT  
 
The commentary in this report is directed at overall results. The impact on 
individual business units and by implication the associated service levels has 
not been assessed - this is the responsibility of individual directors and 
managers. 
Budget adjustments for this quarter of the 2020 Financial Year show 
adjustments to grant funded programs that will be pushed forward to the next 
financial year.  The data provided in this report has not yet been influenced by 
any ramifications COVID-19 may bring to Council’s bottom line especially 
within the user fees/charges and areas where tourism has an impact on 
income. 
 
CONCLUSION  
 
Council continues to work on improving its bottom line and best utilizing 
funding for the benefit of our communities.  With the uncertainty surrounding 
COVID-19, Council will continue to work as diligently and effectively as 
possible. 
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STATUTORY ENVIRONMENT  

Local Government Act 1993 and associated regulations. 
A quarterly budget review is due within 2 months of the 
end of each quarter under the requirements of Clause 
203 of the Local Government (General) 

Regulation 2005: 

203 Budget review statements and revision of estimates 

(1) Not later than 2 months after the end of each quarter, the 
responsible accounting officer of a council must prepare 
and submit to the council a budget review statement that 
shows, by reference to the estimate of income and 
expenditure set out in the management plan that the 
council has adopted for the relevant year, a revised 
estimate of the income and expenditure for that year. 

(2) A budget review statement must include or be 
accompanied by: 

(a) a report as to whether or not the responsible 
accounting officer believes that the statement indicates 
that the financial position of the council is satisfactory, 
having regard to the original estimate of income and 
expenditure, and 

(b) if that position is unsatisfactory, recommendations for 

remedial action. 

(3) A budget review statement must also include any 
information required by the Code to be included in such a 
statement. 

 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS  
 
Council must work towards tight controls to achieve the budgeted end of year 
result. 
 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

 THAT the March Quarter Budget Review Statement be noted. 
 

FURTHER that the March Quarter budget adjustments be approved. 

ATTACHMENTS 

AT- March 2020 Review  
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