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NOTICE OF MEETING 
 
 
 

NOTICE is hereby given that an Ordinary Meeting of Gwydir Shire Council 
will be held in the temporary Council Chambers located in the upstairs 
meeting room within the Roxy Complex, on Thursday 23 April 2020 
(commencing at 9.00am) to discuss the items listed in the Agenda. 
 
 
Your attendance is respectfully requested. 
 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 

 
Max Eastcott 
General Manager 
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______________________________________________________________ 

 
GWYDIR SHIRE COUNCIL 

 
B U S I N E S S    P A P E R 

 
AGENDA 

 

ORDINARY MEETING April 23, 2020 
9.00am 

______________________________________________________________ 
 
OFFICIAL OPENING AND WELCOME – MAYOR 
 
APOLOGIES  
 
CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES 

  
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
THAT the Minutes of the Ordinary and Confidential Ordinary Meeting 
held on Thursday, March 26, 2020 as circulated be taken as read and 
CONFIRMED. 

PRESENTATION 
  
CALL FOR THE DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS, GIFTS RECEIVED AND 
CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 
 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE - CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 

1. Closed Organisation and Community Development 
Report for March 2020 

 It is recommended that the Council resolve into Committee 
of the Whole with the press and public excluded to allow 
consideration of this item, as provided for under Section 
10A(2) (a) of the Local Government Act, 1993, on the 
grounds that the report contains personnel matters 
concerning particular individuals. 

2. Proposed Local Government (COVID-19) Splinter 
Award 2020 

It is recommended that the Council resolve into Committee 
of the Whole with the press and public excluded to allow 
consideration of this item, as provided for under Section 
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10A(2) (a) of the Local Government Act, 1993, on the 
grounds that the report contains personnel matters 
concerning particular individuals.   

MAYORAL MINUTE (If any) 
 
DEFERRED ITEMS – Nil 
 
OFFICERS’ REPORTS (As listed) 
 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE – OPEN 
 
            Councillors’ Reports 
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Item 1 Councillors' Monthly Activity Statement for March 2020 

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  4. Proactive Regional and Local Leadership 

OUTCOME: 4.1 WE ARE AN ENGAGED & CONNECTED COMMUNITY 

STRATEGY: 4.1.2 Enable broad, rich and meaningful engagement to 
occur - GM - external 

 

The Councillors’ activity schedule for March 2020 commitments is outlined 
below: 

 
 

March, 2020 

Councillor Event Date 

Cr J Coulton  
(Mayor) 

Meet with the Coote family – Warialda 
Meeting Room 

2nd March 

Namoi Unlimited Board Meeting - Walcha 3rd March 

Level Crossing Presentation to Gwydir Shire 
Council – Warialda Chambers 

4th March 

Country Mayors Meeting - Sydney 6th March. 

Senior Leadership Team Meeting 10th March 

Funding Announcements various locations 
with Adam Marshall 

11th March 

Meeting re North Star – Warialda Chambers 16th March 

Northern Regional Planning Panels -
teleconference – Bingara Reception Meeting 
Room 

 
18th March 
 

Opening of the All Abilities Park – Warialda - 
Cancelled 

20th March 

Official Opening of the Bingara Library 20th March 

Community Meeting – The Roxy Theatre 
Bingara - Cancelled 

23rd March 
 

Ordinary Council Meeting – Warialda 26th March 

Community Meeting – Warialda Town Hall - 
Cancelled 

26th March 

Warialda Honey Festival - Cancelled 28th March 

Inverell Legacy Club’s Presidents Luncheon- 
Inverell RSM Club - Cancelled 

29th March 

 
Public Interest Disclosures Information 
Session – Warialda – Cancelled 
 

31st March 
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Cr Catherine Egan 
(Deputy Mayor) 

Austin Mack Gravesend Funeral - Bingara 5th March 

BROC Meeting – St George 12th & 13th 
March 

Northern Regional Planning Panels –
teleconference – Bingara Reception Meeting 
Room 

18th March 
 

Special Events Meeting – Bingara Reception 
Meeting Room 

18th March 
 

Opening of the All Abilities Park – Warialda - 
Cancelled 

20th March 

Official Opening of the Bingara Library 20th March 

Community Meeting The Roxy Theatre 
Bingara - Cancelled 

23rd March

Commemorative Birth Certificate Ceremony – 
Bingara Toy Library - Cancelled 

24th March 

Community Meeting – Warialda Town Hall – 
Cancelled 

26th March 
 

Disability Access Committee Meeting – 
Bingara - Cancelled 

27th March 

Public Interest Disclosures Information 
Session – Warialda - Cancelled 

31st March 

Cr David Coulton 

Warialda Rail Handover 6th March 

Opening of the All Abilities Park – Warialda – 
Cancelled 

20th March 
 

Official opening of the Bingara Library 20th March 

Community Meeting – The Roxy Theatre 
Bingara - Cancelled 

23rd March

Ordinary Council meeting - Warialda 26th March 

Community Meeting – Warialda Town Hall – 
Cancelled 

26th March 
 

Gwydir LEMC Teleconference  27th March 

Public Interest Disclosures Information 
Session – Warialda - Cancelled 

31st March 

 Cr Stuart Dick 

Namoi Gwydir BFMC Meeting – Narrabri 3rd March 

Warialda Rail Handover 6th March 

RFS Meeting - Tingha 7th March 

RFS Meeting  13th March 

Gwydir Service Agreement - Bingara 19th March 

Warialda Historical Society Meeting 19th March 

Community Meeting – The Roxy Theatre – 
Bingara - Cancelled 

23rd March

Gwydir LEMC Teleconference 26th March 
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Ordinary Council Meeting – Warialda  26th March 

Community Meeting – Warialda Town Hall - 
Cancelled 

26th March 

Warialda Honey Festival - Cancelled 28th March 

Public Interest Disclosures Information 
Session - Cancelled 

 
31st March 

Cr Dixon OAM 

Warialda Rail Handover 6th March 

Official Opening of the Bingara Library 20th March 

Community Meeting – The Roxy Theatre 
Bingara - Cancelled 

23rd March 
 

Community Meeting  - Warialda Town Hall - 
Cancelled 

26th March 

Disability Access Committee Meeting – 
Bingara - Cancelled 

 
27th March 

Public Interest Disclosures Information 
Session- Warialda - Cancelled 

 
31st March 

Cr T Galvin 

Opening of the All Abilities Park – Warialda - 
Cancelled 

20th March 
 

Community Meeting – The Roxy Theatre 
Bingara - Cancelled 23rd March

CEF Fundraiser Meeting – Warialda - 
Cancelled 

24th March 

Ordinary Council Meeting - Warialda 26th March 

Community Meeting – Warialda Town Hall - 
Cancelled 

26th March 

Disability Access Committee Meeting – 
Bingara - Cancelled 

27th March 

Public Interest Disclosure Information Session 
– Warialda - Cancelled 

31st March 

Cr J Moore 

Warialda Historical Society Meeting 19th March 

Official Opening of the Bingara Library 20th March 

Drought Dinner – Wallaroo Hotel Coolatai 21st March 

Community Meeting – The Roxy Theatre 
Bingara - Cancelled 

23rd March 

Ordinary Council Meeting – Warialda 26th March 

Community Meeting – Warialda Town Hall – 
Cancelled 

 
26th March 

Warialda Honey Festival – Cancelled 28th March 

Public Interest Disclosures Information 
Sessions – Warialda - Cancelled 

 
31st March 

Cr G Smith 

Gwydir Service Agreement – Bingara 19th March 

Opening of the All Abilities Park – Warialda - 
Cancelled 

 
20th March 
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Community Meeting – The Roxy Theatre 
Bingara - Cancelled 

23rd March 

Ordinary Council Meeting – Warialda 26th March 

Community Meeting – Warialda Town Hall – 
Cancelled 

 
26th March 

Public Interest Disclosures Information 
Sessions – Warialda - Cancelled 

 
31st March 

Cr F Young 

BROC Meeting – St George 12th & 13th 
March 

Official Opening of the Bingara Library 20th March 

Community  Meeting – The Roxy Theatre 
Bingara - Cancelled 

23rd March 

Ordinary Council Meeting – Warialda 26th March 

Gwydir LEMC Teleconference 
Disability Access Committee Meeting – 
Bingara - Cancelled 

26th March 
27th March 

Community Meeting – Warialda Town Hall - 
Cancelled 

26th March 
 

Public Interest Disclosures Information 
Sessions – Warialda - Cancelled 

31st March 

 
The cancelled meetings are recorded to highlight the impact from the 
COVID_19 pandemic of the Gwydir Community. 
 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

 THAT the Councillors’ activity statement for March be received  
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Item 2 Gwydir – Consequence Management Guide Communicable 
Diseases - COVID-19  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  1. A healthy and cohesive community 

OUTCOME: 1.1 WE HAVE HEALTHY AND INVITING SPACES AND 
PLACES 

STRATEGY: 1.1.2 Encourage and enable healthy lifestyles choices - 
OCD - external 

AUTHOR Acting Local Emergency Management Officer  

DATE 15 April 2020         

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 
 
IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 
 
This report recommends that the Council endorses the Consequence 
Management Guide (CMG) adopted by the Local Emergency Management 
Committee 
 
TABLED ITEMS Nil 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
A Consequence Management Guide (CMG) is a hazard specific document 
which provides agreed emergency management arrangements in a 'checklist' 
concept. This is particularly useful during the initial stages of an emergency 
and provides for easy reference. 

The attached document outlines the strategies and actions that are required 
by each Emergency Services Agency if faced with a pandemic. 

The Combat Agency, NSW Health, is responsible for leading the discussions 
and activating the document during a pandemic.  

The Gwydir Local Emergency Management Committee (LEMC) is currently in 
a ‘Monitoring’ status in relation to the NSW Health response to COVID-19.  
 
LEMC is currently undertaking weekly, Thursdays 2pm, teleconferences.  
 
Liaison Officers that are present: 
 

 New England Health     
 Police NSW 
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 NSW Fire and Rescue 
 Family and Community Family Services 
 Gwydir Shire Council 
 NSW Rural Fire Service 
 NSW Transport 
 Rural and Remote Medical Services 
 State Emergency Services 
 Department of Education – Warialda High School 
 Essential Energy 

 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

THAT Council endorses the Gwydir Local Emergency Management 
Consequence Management Guide that was adopted by the Local 
Emergency Management Committee on the 9th April 2020. 

ATTACHMENTS 

AT- LEMC Minutes  
AT- Consequence Management Guide (CMG) 
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Item 3 Monthly Investment and Rates Collection Report for March 
2020  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  5. Organisational Management 

OUTCOME: 5.1 CORPORATE MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGY: 5.1.2 Information management systems - CFO - internal 

AUTHOR Manager, Finance  

DATE 8 April 2020         

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 
 
IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 
 
At each monthly Ordinary Meeting, the Council is presented with the schedule 
relating to Investments, as at the end of the previous month. 
 
TABLED ITEMS Nil 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
In accordance with Clause 19(3) of the Local Government (Financial 
Management) Regulation 1993, the following information provides details of 
Council’s funds invested as at 31 March 2020. 

 

Broker ID
Investment 
Name Rating Type

Next 
Rollover Yield  Current Value

NAB 2020.07 NAB AA TD 31/03/2020 1.60% $1,000,000.00
NAB 2020.08 NAB AA TD 31/03/2020 1.60% $1,000,000.00
NAB 2020.09 NAB AA TD 14/04/2020 1.60% $1,000,000.00
Grand Total $3,000,000.00

Fund Investment Horizon Type  Current Value
Regional Australia Bank At Call Cash  See report $347,383.70
Tcorp Cash Fund At Call Cash See report $5,861,498.49
Tcorp Medium Term Fund At Call Cash See report $1,006,553.50
Grand Total $7,215,435.69

Direct Investments $3,000,000.00
Managed Funds $7,215,435.69
Grand Total $10,215,435.69

Direct Investments

 3 Mth Avg Yield

Managed Funds

Total Investments
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I, Helen Thomas, Finance Manager and Responsible Accounting Officer for 
Gwydir Shire Council, certify that the Council’s investments have been made 

Direct Investments $3,000,000.00
Managed Funds $7,285,053.95
Grand Total Investments $10,285,053.95

Investments $10,285,053.95
Cash at bank  $      858,281.54 
Grand Total Cash and Investments $11,143,335.49

                          

Total cash and investments $11,143,335.49
LESS:

Water fund* -$891,859.52
Sewer fund* -$3,447,108.24
Waste fund* -$3,281,141.50
Other restrictions:
Employee leave entitlements* -$1,200,000.00
Carry over works in progress* -$800,000.00
Asset replacement* $0.00
Bonds and deposits -$363,000.00
Unexpended grants* -$750,000.00
Developer contributions -$7,000.00

*These figures may change with end of year processing

Discretionary General Fund Cash $403,226.23

Total Cash and Investments

General Fund Cash

Total Investments

Cash and Investments
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in accordance with the Local Government Act 1993, Local Government 
(General) Regulation 2005 and Council’s Investment Policy (F.01.03), as 
amended. 
 
RATES COLLECTIONS 
 
The graph below represents a comparative of the percentage collections for 
the current year against the two previous rating years.  The current years 
collections are up to 31 March 2020. 
 

 
 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the monthly Investment and Rates Collection Report for 
March be received 

ATTACHMENTS 

There are no attachments for this report. 
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Item 3 Monthly Technical Services Report - March 2020  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  5. Organisational Management 

OUTCOME: 5.1 CORPORATE MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGY: 5.1.3 Administrative functions - GM - internal 

AUTHOR Manager, Engineering Services  

DATE 14 April 2020         

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 
 
IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 
 
The monthly Technical Services report has been identified by Council as the 
process of reporting the activities carried out monthly by the Technical 
Services Department. 
 
TABLED ITEMS Nil 
 
COMMENT 
 
1. TECHNICAL SERVICES AND ADMINISTRATION 

Technical Services infrastructure, planning, design and surveys were carried 
out in-house. The Technical Services staff continue to provide customer 
service to the Gwydir Shire residents. 

 
2. ENGINEERING SERVICES 
 
Warialda Truck wash 
 
The Truck Wash facility is complete and ready to open pending receipt of a 
trade waste license to discharge waste from the facility into the Warialda 
sewer treatment plant.  
 
Maintenance Grading 
 
Rainfall has made it possible to commence maintenance grading in several 
areas throughout the Shire.   
 
The following roads received  maintenance grade in March; 
 

 Wearnes Road 
 Caroda Road  
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 Adams Scrub Road 
 Reserve Creek Road 
 Bereen Road 
 Currangandi Road 
 County Boundary Road 
 Bristol Lane 
 Buckie Road 
 Forrest Creek Road 
 Hibernia Lane 
 Mungle Road 

 
The following roads were resheeted in March; 
 

 Gragin Road 
 Agincourt 

 
The MR134 Delungra Road repair program has commenced. The South 
Construction crew will be rehabilitating 1.57km of the Delungra Road. 
 

 
 
 
The North Construction crew have started works on the 2.4km, RR7705 North 
Star Road Repair Program.  
 

 
 
Reactive Maintenance crews works on the following throughout March. 
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 Footpath maintenance 
 Service Requests 
 Water Deliveries 

Roads Maintenance Council Contract – Works Orders issued by RMS 

 
All Work Orders issued by RMS are quality assurance schedule of rates 
projects carried out by Council staff under the Roads Maintenance Council 
Contract with Roads and Maritime Services. 
 

A final design has been approved for segment 5340 on MR63 Fossickers Way 
and all documentation has been submitted for approval to the RMS. This 
segment is programmed to begin on 20th April 2020 and will involve widening 
the existing pavement, replacing the shoulders with a suitable road base 
material, extending and replacing pipelines, ripping and re-compacting the 
existing pavement, and lastly placing a 100mm sub-base layer and a 100mm 
base layer over the top with a 7mm primer-seal. Works are expected to 
continue until the end of the financial year. 
 
Designs have been submitted to RMS with a review now in progress for three 
segments programmed for rehabilitation next financial year. These segments 
include 5150 and 5255 on MR63 Fossickers Way and 8270 on HW12 Gwydir 
Highway. Further programmed works this financial year will include 
approximately 4 weeks of heavy patching throughout various segments, 
where required. A heavy patching program has been scoped out and Work 
Orders have been issued by the RMS. Heavy patching works are 
programmed to start towards the end of April. No reseals are programmed for 
completion this financial year. 
  
Routine maintenance continues each week undertaking inspections, rest area 
services, vegetation control and bitumen repairs. 
 
Other Services 

Street services continued to be maintained for vehicular, pedestrian and 
public conveniences:  

Storm water drainage facilities continue to be maintained: 

Aerodromes at Warialda and Bingara continue to be maintained and 
inspections are done monthly: 

Existing quarry sources are continually being utilised and future sources are 
being investigated as time permits with other competing projects: 

The radio and television towers continued to be maintained. 

3. DESIGN AND ASSET SERVICES 

Survey, design and soil testing is continuing for the 2019-2020 works 
programs. Progress is as follows: 

Delungra Road 
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With construction commencing, the survey team has been ensuring that all 
the gear is running smoothly. 
 
RMS Projects for Next Financial Year 
With three separate RMS rehabilitation projects scheduled for next financial 
year, the design team have been busy designing and drafting plans to send to 
RMS for approvals. 
 
ARTC – Inland Rail 
The engineering department have been in discussions with ARTC about all 
things inland rail for the Narrabri to North Star section. We have been busy 
reviewing their level crossing designs and having meetings with them when 
necessary. 

 

4. ENVIRONMENTAL DEPARTMENT 
 

The Department continues to receive enquiries and provide advice on a range 
of health matters including 

 Overgrown properties 

 Food premises design and fit-out 

 Food handling practices  

 Mobile food vendors 

 Licensing 

 Water carting  

 Pet Ownership 

Water Surveillance  

The Department continues to carry out routine weekly microbiological 
sampling of the water supply in the towns of Warialda and Bingara, fortnightly 
sampling of Gravesend and monthly sampling at North Star. 

Health Related Inspections  
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Food Premise Inspections/Re-inspections 
Food Premise Inspections are carried out on an annual basis for each food 
business.  The graph below shows inspections that have been carried for the 
current reporting year.  Enquiries or complaints are actioned as necessary. 
 

 
 
 
Compliance and Regulatory Control 

Council received complaints regarding roaming stock and dogs, noise, the 
keeping of animals and other concerns during the month of February 2020.  
These are investigated and actioned as necessary and are detailed in the 
following table. 

 

Advice and Inspections 
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Regulatory Activity 

 

 

RIVERSIDE CAMPING 

Council’s Compliance Officer aims to carry out daily checks along the river to 
ensure that camping is being conducted in a safe and hygienic manner.  Flyers 
promoting local events and services are distributed to campers and enquires 
from campers are addressed as necessary.  The graphs below show total 
numbers of campers and the distribution of campers at the different campsites. 
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The current restrictions imposed regarding the Covid-19 pandemic have seen 
bans imposed on all non-essential travel and the subsequent closure of 
campgrounds.  Whilst the campgrounds are officially closed there are some 
exemptions in place for people who were already set up on the campground on 
1 April 2020.  No new campers are currently allowed to set up at the 
campgrounds, and any existing campers have been encouraged to return 
home if possible or must remain in their existing position for the duration of the 
ban. 
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GRAZING PERMITS 

As the Consent Authority for road reserves Council has issued concurrence to 
the North West Local Land Services for no Roadside Grazing Permits during 
the month of March 2020.  Recent rainfall has provided welcome relief in the 
district and the demand for roadside grazing has eased.  The following graph 
shows the applications received March 2020 compared to the previous 6 
months.   
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WASTE SERVICES 

Scheduled kerbside collection of waste, recycling and green waste was 
carried out throughout the Shire. Customer service requests are processed 
and actioned as necessary. 

All Waste Recovery Centres in the Shire continue to be supervised/monitored 
and maintained.  Staff continues to make changes to the site layout and 
signage to improve onsite operation and access for residents unloading waste 
and recyclable materials.  Council is continuing to supply mulch from chipped 
green waste to residents.   

Breakdown of Waste Collection  

 

CONTAMINATION REPORTING 
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Cleanaway have refined the collection of their contamination data and now 
report on contamination rates for each Council area (Moree, Narrabri and 
Gwydir).  This gives an accurate reflection of the contamination rate for waste 
generated within the Gwydir Shire area, rather than the previously reported 
statistics, which were unable to accurately report which LGA was experiencing 
problems with contamination in the recycling and organics waste collections. 

The graphs below show contamination rates for both the Gwydir Shire and the 
combined collections area for the month of February compared to the 
previous 3 months, noting that there is some overlap of data collected prior to 
January 2020. 

Recycling Contamination 

 

 

Organics Contamination 
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Comment from Cleanaway 

Contamination rates on recycling had a significant increase during February 
2020.  

Recycling coming through our transfer station for Moree & Gwydir seemed as 
good as previous months and for most of the time we did not remove any 
contamination from the recycling in Moree.  

All contamination weights were tipped off at Challenge Narrabri and we have 
investigated the weights recorded. We have identified that due to the large 
rain events in Narrabri for February there was a large amount of water in the 
recycling plant which has contributed to additional weight of contaminated 
products, additional products becoming contaminated and also water getting 
into the skip bins that are weighed for contamination. The skip bins pose the 
biggest area of concern and we are currently seeking options to make 
changes in this area as a matter of urgency. We will liaise with councils once 
we have a solid resolution. 

CONTAINER DEPOSIT SCHEME 

The Container Deposit Scheme (CDS) has now been operating at the 
Warialda Landfill since June 2018.  Customers have embraced the scheme 
and there have now been over 1,165,000 eligible cans and bottles returned 
since the inception of the program.  The graph below shows the monthly 
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deposits for the month of February 2020 compared to the last 7 months.  This 
is a fantastic effort that has drastically decreased the amount of recycling 
being deposited in the traditional manner. 

The NSW Container Deposit Scheme Coordinator, Exchange for Change 
publishes the details of the volume of containers from return points by LGA 
and material type on their website: www.exchangeforchange.com.au , by 
following this link you can view statistics for all collection points within NSW. 
 

 

 

NOXIOUS WEEDS CONTROL 

Property Inspection Program 

Staff continue to assist farmers and the community with: 

 Funding advice 

 Noxious weeds advice 

 Property inspections 

 Spraying of noxious weeds 

 Property inspections are currently being undertaken in Section D. 

 

Section 28 Noxious Weeds Certificates 

No certificates were issued for the month of March 2020.  The graphs below 
show the noxious weeds certificates issued since July 2020.  
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Weeds Inspections 

Property inspections are currently being undertaken in Section D, with 
property owners being offered support and advice on managing weeds during 
the current adverse conditions. 
 
The following graphs and charts show the noxious weeds inspections carried 
out in 2020.  
 

 
 
Noxious Weeds Inspections for the Month of March 2020 
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Noxious weeds control works for March 2020 

 
 
Weed Control – Bingara River Common & Junction Park 
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On the 31 March – 1 April 2020 the BGL Enviro Mulching were engaged to 
clear and mulch the Thornapple plants (commonly known as Castor Oil) on 
the Bingara River Common and Junction Park.  
 
The machine used pulverises the material leaving next to no trace. Prior to the 
mulching some trial chemical controls were undertaken but the process left 
the unsightly dying plants on the Common and the job of spraying the 
remaining plants and removing the dead and dying vegetation across the site 
was to be a monumental task and cost.  
 
With a referral from the Technical Services Department, the contractor was 
engaged and made quick work of the dead and dying Thornapple plants. 
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The Environment and Sustainability Department report for March 2020 was 
compiled with information available at the time of preparing the report. 

 
5. DEVELOPMENT AND BUILDING SERVICES  

The Department continues to receive enquiries and provide advice on a range 
of planning and building matters including: 

 Minor structure construction e.g. sheds 

 Commercial opportunities and construction 

 Basix (Building Sustainability Index) 

 Bushfire requirements 

 Building construction standards and requirements 

 Stormwater 

 Licensing and owner builder requirements 

 Fees and charges 

The following Construction Certificate (C/C), Building Information Certificate 
(BIC) and S68 applications have been approved for the month. 

 

 

The following Construction Certificate (C/C) applications were approved by a 
Private Certifier and lodged with Council during the month. 

 

NO. OF COMPLAINTS/INSPECTIONS  

 

BUILDING MAINTENANCE  

The Department continues to receive requests to carry out minor maintenance 
and these are generally dealt with in a timely manner. Otherwise the works 
are scheduled into maintenance staff building activities including new works 
for attention.   

Projects Worked on during March 2020. 

Staff worked on the following projects during March: 
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 Bingara Showgrounds Poultry Shed – Work in progress. 

 Gwydir Oval Amenities – Work in progress. 

 Bingara Museum – Commenced work on additions to building. 

 General Repairs and Maintenance. 

6 TOWN SERVICES 

Water and Sewerage 
 
During March water and sewerage operators attended twenty-six service line 
repairs, seven water main breaks, and six sewer blockages. Work was 
undertaken on the truck wash bay, Warialda treated effluent pumps, Bingara 
Showground, Gwydir oval, Bingara cemetery, Roxy Theatre, Warialda 
cemetery, Naroo, Nicholson oval and Warialda works depot. 
 
Level 1 water restriction commenced in October 2019, basically means no 
fixed sprinklers between 10am and 6pm at night. Handheld hoses are 
permitted to be used. Restrictions will remain in place even though demand 
has reduced it is good practice to be water wise. 
 
There are three projects funded by NSW Office of Water under Safe and 
Secure Water Program. Gravesend water quality investigation is 70% 
complete with Hunter H20 undertaking site inspection during March and 
collection of raw water samples were sent to ALS laboratory in Sydney for 
testing for a wide range of parameters. 
 
A contract for detailed design of the Bingara sewer extension has been 
awarded to Pressure System Solutions. The company has been working with 
Council reviewing property boundaries, existing sewer infrastructure, water 
infrastructure and other services. A site inspection is scheduled for April 2020, 
following this residential premises will be reviewed for the overall design. 
The third project is the Automation and telemetry investigation. Two separate 
audits have been undertaken and the project is 50% complete. 
 
Parks 
Parks, gardens, sports fields, cemeteries and Council facilities have been 
maintained during March. Turf was installed at Gwydir oval Bingara and All 
Abilities Park in Warialda. 
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Gwydir oval turf 
 
Drought Casuals Projects 
Council has employed a team of casual staff under the drought assistance 
program. The team has undertaken projects such as painting street furniture 
in Maitland Street Bingara, installing colourbond fences and concrete slab at 
the Bingara cemetery, installing crowd control fences and assisting in laying 
turf at Gwydir oval. 
 

 
Crowd fence at Gwydir oval 

 
Gwydir Oval New Amenities Building 
 
Mezzanine floor, roof trusses and broadcast box frame were installed during 
March. The internal plumbing is underway and concrete footpaths and front 
aprons are scheduled for April.  
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Gwydir oval new amenities building 

 
Showground 
 
The showground is being maintained. A grant proposal was submitted for 
additional lighting at the Bingara Showground.  
 
The site for the general-purpose shed was cleared during January and during 
February the concrete slab was installed by Councils building crew. The shed 
construction has commenced by councils building crew, which are also 
working on Gwydir oval and Bingara Museum. The aim is to complete the 
shed prior to the Show in May, which will most likely not go ahead due to 
COVID 19 restrictions. 
 

 
General Purpose shed at Bingara showground 

 
Plant and Workshop 
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Fabrication of working platform at Truck wash over the sludge pit and storm 
water diversion gates. Replacement of walkway platform at the Bingara town 
water pump station has been undertaken during March. 
The new loader has arrived, the new grader has been ordered and should 
arrive before the end of June. 
 
All Common Expiry date vehicles have been passed for registration. 
 

 
New Caterpillar loader 

 
Major workshop repairs carried out in Bingara and Warialda workshops was; 
Rock Crusher 
Pig Trailer – brakes and suspension repairs 
Water truck transmission repairs 
Water truck – fuel tank repairs 
 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the Monthly Technical Services Report - March 2020 be 
received 

ATTACHMENTS 

There are no attachments for this report. 
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Item 4 New England Joint Organisation  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  4. Proactive Regional and Local Leadership 

OUTCOME: 4.2 WE WORK TOGETHER TO ACHIEVE OUR GOALS 

STRATEGY: 4.2.1 Build strong relationships and shared 
responsibilities - GM - external 

AUTHOR General Manager  

DATE 14 April 2020         

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 
 
IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 
 
This report is for information only. 
 
TABLED ITEMS Nil 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The Council previously resolved to investigate becoming an Associate 
Member of the New England Joint Organisation (NEJO). 
 
This Council’s request has been considered by the NEJO Board and it is 
agreeable to Gwydir Shire Council becoming an Associate Member. 
 
It is true that a picture is worth a thousand words and this map detailing the 
member councils of the NEJO clearly outlines why it is in this Council’s 
interests to maintain a close relationship with the NEJO: 
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The current member councils of the NEJO are Narrabri, Moree Plains, 
Inverell, Uralla (all bordering council to Gwydir), Tenterfield, Glen Innes 
Severn and Armidale Regional. 
COMMENT 
 
The fee set for an Associate Membership of NEJO is $8,500 per annum. 
 
Gwydir Shire Council hasn’t, as yet, been formally advised of the NEJO Board 
decision and has only received a telephone call. 
 
The full members of the NEJO pay the base amount of $8,500 plus a per 
capita amount based on the population of each local government area. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
The appropriate Associate Membership Fee will be included in 2020/2021 
Budget for consideration by the Council during the budget deliberations. 
 
A more formal resolution is inappropriate until the official advice is received. 
 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the report regarding Associate Membership to the New 
England Joint Organisation be received 

ATTACHMENTS 

There are no attachments for this report.  
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Item 6 Monthly Executive Report for March 2020  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  5. Organisational Management 

OUTCOME: 5.1 CORPORATE MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGY: 5.1.3 Administrative functions - GM - internal 

AUTHOR General Manager  

DATE 27 March 2020         

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 

IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 

The monthly Executive report details the activities carried out by the 
Department during the months of March 2020. 

BACKGROUND 

The monthly Executive report forms part of a regular reporting regime.  The 
purpose of the report is to inform Council of the activities carried out within the 
Department. 

COMMENT 

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT - Report unavailable at this time 

GWYDIR LEARNING REGION - Report unavailable at this time  

CARAVAN PARKS 

A new commercial sized dryer has been purchased to replace the old one at 
the Bingara Caravan Park. 

Warialda and Bingara Caravan Parks were closed on Friday 27 March as 
directed by the NSW Government (COVID-19). 

This direction does not apply to permanent residents or those visitors who 
were already staying at the Caravan Parks.  

SWIMMING POOLS 

Unfortunately, the Bingara Swimming Pool was unable to host a fun day using 
the inflatable obstacle course due to the onset of the COVID-19.  This event 
will be held next swimming season. 

Bingara Pool closed on Friday 20 March (COVID-19). Although the pool 
closed early the lessee has been assisting Council, doing various tasks as 
required. The demolition of the existing pool will occur over the next month. 

Warialda Pool closed Sunday 22 March (COVID-19).  

Both the Bingara and Warialda Swimming Pools are now being used by 
various relocated Council outdoor staff as their works depots. 
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CRANKY ROCK  

Cranky Rock Recreational Reserve was closed to the public on Friday 27 
March (COVID-19). 

A mobile cell-fi tower and a UHF have been installed at the residence.  

MYALL CREEK 

Council staff have undertaken weed control over the Myall Creek Memorial 
site. 

WARIALDA RAIL PUBLIC RECREATION RESERVE HANDOVER 

The Gazettal Notice for appointing Gwydir Shire Council as the Crown Land 
Manager has occurred, therefore, Council can manage the Reserve on a day-
to-day basis from the handover date, which was Friday, 6 March 2020.  

Councillors Marilyn Dixon, David Coulton and Stuart Dick were present at the 
handover. 

COUNCIL’S CLEANING CONTRACT 

COVID-19 has greatly impacted the cleaning of Council’s facilities. 

On Monday 30 March all public amenities, except the Warialda Saleyards, 
Warialda Café (Corner Hope and Stephen Streets), Warialda Visitor 
Information Centre (External), Bingara Maitland Street and Bingara 
Cunningham Park, were closed. 

Other facilities closed to the public include gyms, toy libraries, libraries, CSHP 
outlets, The Roxy, Visitor Information Centres, Nicholson Oval, Warialda 
Recreation Ground and Stadium, Warialda Memorial Hall, The Living 
Classroom and Bunkhouse.   

Cleaning of all closed premises has been suspended, or reduced, with staff 
undertaking these duties themselves. 

Due to the relocation of the Council Depot staff into different groups, cleaning 
has been added at the Bingara Showground, The Living Classroom, Bingara 
Swimming Pool, Warialda Swimming Pool and the Warialda Truck Wash. 

During the reporting period, in addition to the scheduled regular program, 
cleaning was completed at: 

Living Classroom and Bunkhouse – various meetings/courses, 
Gravesend School visit, Writers’ Workshop, line dancing 

Warialda Recreation Ground – Warialda High School sports, Redneck 
Rally 

Warialda Memorial Hall – Seniors’ Week Bingo, martial arts, yoga 
classes. 

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 

During this period of social distancing and isolation, Council staff are 
telephoning each resident weekly (or their carer) who are living at Whitfeld 
Place, the Plunkett Street and Holden Street units and the Bingara Caravan 
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Park, to 'check in' and to ensure that they are alright and to offer assistance 
when needed. This assistance includes any deliveries that may be required. 

 

GOVERNANCE 

Declarations of Interest 

Declarations 
of Interest 

 

Pecuniary – 
significant 

Pecuniary – 
less than 
significant 

Non-
Pecuniary – 
significant 

Non-
Pecuniary – 
less than 
significant 

March – 
Committee There were no Committee Meetings held in March. 

March  –  
Ordinary 

0 1 0 0 

*Cr Smith declared a less than significant pecuniary interest in DA 8/2020 
mentioned in Item 3 Monthly Executive Report – February 2020. 

Customer Service Requests  

Customer 
Service 
Requests 

Building 
Services 

 

Technical 
Services 

Town 
Utilities 

Environmental 
and 
Sustainability 
Services 

OCD Total 
Received 

Total
Pending 
as at 
31.03.2020 

July  

Received 
14 45 19 13 0 91  

July 
Pending 0 0 0 0 0  0 

August 
Received 15 84 25 24 0 148  

August  
Pending 0 0 0 1 0  1 

September 
Received 15 131 14 19 0 179  

September 
Pending 0 0 1 0 0  1 

October  
Received 17 98 10 13 0 138  

October   
Pending 

0 0 0 0 0  0 

November 
Received 3 121 18 1 0 143  

November 
Pending 1 0 1 0 0  2 

December 
received 19 135 11 6 4 175  

December 
pending 0 1 0 1 0  2 



Council - 23 April 2020 Gwydir Shire 
Council 

 

 

 
5 

January 
received  16 90 23 22 0 151  

January 
pending 0 0 0 4 0  4 

February 
received 20 52 21 21 0 114  

February 
pending 0 3 3 5 0  11 

March 
Received 15 34 32 25 0 106  

March 
Pending 6 3 9 11 0  29 

Total 
Requests      1245  

Total 
Pending       50 

 

Public Interest Disclosure Training 

The NSW Ombudsman’s Public Interest Disclosure (PID) information sessions 
set down for the end of March have once again been postponed. 
 

Council Elections 

The NSW Government advised that the Local Council Elections which were to 
be held on Saturday 12 September have been postponed. 

 

Bushfire Community Resilience and Economic Recovery Fund – Phase 1 
(BCRERF) 

 

On 30 March, Council submitted a BCRERF application for funding of $98,000 
for the Gwydir – Building Resilience project. This funding will cover a new 
SMS alert system across the Shire, Customer Service and Retail Workshops, 
Motivational Presentation by Justin Herald, Gwydir Gift Card initiative (Why 
Leave Town) and business grants to beautify shopfront facades. 

 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

 THAT the monthly Executive Report for March 2020 be received 

ATTACHMENTS 

There are no attachments for this report. 
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Item 7 Monthly Organisation and Community Development 
Report for March 2020  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  5. Organisational Management 

OUTCOME: 5.1 CORPORATE MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGY: 5.1.3 Administrative functions - GM - internal 

AUTHOR Organisation Development Director  

DATE 27 March 2020         

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 

IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 

The monthly Organisation and Community Development report details the 
activities carried out by the Department during March 2020. 

BACKGROUND 

The monthly Organisation and Community Development report forms part of a 
regular reporting regime.  The purpose of the report is to inform Council of the 
activities carried out within the Department. 

WORK HEALTH AND SAFETY  

Incidents 

March has seen a 75% reduction in incidents, compared to February 2020. 
Two incidents occurred throughout March (Naroo and Engineering Services), 
one resulting in a lost-time injury of a Naroo employee. 

Incident Management Framework 

Council’s incident management processes were audited in February 2020 
which identified a number of areas requiring improvement. Following this 
feedback, an incident management framework was developed and presented 
to the Safety Consultative Committee for adoption. The incident management 
framework was adopted and is effective immediately. 

The new incident management framework provides guidance on how to 
appropriately investigate an incident, identify the causal factors which 
contributed to the incident and implement controls to prevent a reoccurrence.  

Training in incident management will be made available once COVID-19 
restrictions are lifted. 

Risk 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, a Crisis Management Team was appointed 
and held regular teleconferences throughout the month. Council’s Crisis 
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Management Plan was enacted along with Councils Pandemic Emergency 
Response Sub Plan. 

A significant amount of supporting tools and documentation were created for 
each Department to assist with risk management. The Crisis Management 
Team is constantly monitoring the COVID-19 situation and is responding to 
the pandemic as required. 

Education 

There was an exponential increase of Toolbox talks held during March. 
Seventy-two of the 92 Toolbox talks held, provided information to staff about 
COVID-19 and the steps being taken by Council to minimise employee and 
community risk of contracting the virus. 

 

AGED CARE SERVICES 

Over the last month, Naroo residents and staff have worked tirelessly during 
this challenging time, however remaining positive and equipped to get through 
the crisis together. They are rising to the challenge, which the COVID-19 has 
created, with the goal of keeping loved ones safe and happy. 

The decision to close the doors to visitors into the facility was vital in 
controlling potential risks of infection.  Staff are aware of the impact this will 
have on families and residents, however, it is seen as a necessary step to 
protect the health and wellbeing of those in care. 

Occupancy:  36  

MARCH 2020 
Organisational Lead and Lag Indicator Snapshot (see Attachments 1 and 2) 

Lead Indicators Current 
Month 

Total (from 1 July 2019) 

Number of Hazards Reported 1 1 

Number of Near Misses Reported 0 1 
Number of Workplace Verifications 0 43 

Number of Tool Box / Safety Meetings / 
Training 

92 107 

TOTAL 93 152 
Lag Indicators Current 

Month 
Total (from 1 July 2019) 

Number of Incidents 2 48 
Number of First Aid Treatments (FAT) 0 5 
Number of Medical Treatment Injuries 
(MTI) 

0 6 

Number of Lost Time Injuries (LTI) 1 17 
Working Days Lost Due to Injuries 8 332 
Working Days Restricted Duties 11 85 
Number of Employees 206 ~228 
Total Hours Worked 23,161 196,996 
Total Lost Time Injury Frequency Rate 
(LTIFR) 

43.17 86.29 

Total Recordable Injury Frequency 
Rate (TRIFR) 

43.17 
116.75 
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 Meetings  

 Resident Meeting held 10 March   
 All Staff Meeting held 11 March 
 The decision was made, due to the ongoing COVID-19 crisis, that the 

Dementia Friendly Alliance meetings would be suspended until later in 
the year.  

National Aged Care Pilot  

Naroo has now completed the first stage of the National Aged Care Pilot. 

Naroo was registered to be part of the Quality Indicators (QI’s) pilot relating to 
both new and existing domains - medication management, falls and fractures, 
unplanned weight loss, use of physical restraint and pressure injury. 
Participation in this pilot is an opportunity for Naroo and Gwydir Shire Council 
to trial and provide feedback of the indicators prior to the implementation from 
1 July 2021. 

Staffing 

Occupancy increased to 36 and staff shifts were returned to normal to meet 
resident ratios. 

Dementia Training 

Tele-Conference Dementia Support Australia – Supports staff and carers 
with information, advice and assessment for people with dementia. Staff were 
engaged via Teleconference mentoring which supports resident connections 
in life. The conference was aimed at developing positive approaches based 
on Love, Attachment, Comfort, Identity, Inclusion and Occupation. 
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Activities 

Gone Fishing – There was some serious competition with the Naroo fishing 
event, with one lucky winner awarded seriously yummy treats. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Smart Solutions to Social Distancing  
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Hugs were enjoyed all round, thanks to the talented Activities staff with this 
genius invention, which brought many smiles, to say the least. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quality Report 

 
 

Behaviours – 4 
Resident found on floor – 9 
Medication errors staff – 5 
Physical Aggression – 2 
Skin tears – 4 
Slip/Trip or fall – 9  

Work Health and Safety (WHS): Workplace Inspection completed as 
attached. 

GSC Commonwealth Home Support Program (CHSP) Quarterly Report  

January to March 
2020 

Bingara CHSP Delungra CHSP Warialda CHSP

Day Centre    
Clients receiving 
service 

77 11 59 
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Meals 125 70 326 
Hours  1281 262 775 
  
Social Support    
Clients 77 11 59 
Hours 1281 262 775 
    
Food Service (Meals 
on Wheels) 

   

Clients 5 1 3 
Meals 168 23 205 
    
Transport    
Number of clients 72 11 24 
Number of trips 506 56 128 
  
Transport (Youth)  
Number of clients 0 0 0 
Number of trips 0 0 0 
    
Volunteers    
Number of volunteers 17 4 98 
Hours 72 190 450 
  
Outings  1 Cancelled COVID-

19 
Attendance 6  

Bingara CHSP 

With the COVID-19 crisis hitting the country, things have changed a great deal 
over the past few weeks. 

Bingara CHSP still had two morning teas on Tuesdays before having to sadly 
inform clients that this function could no longer be conducted until further 
notice. On 9 March, clients travelled to Guyra for the Seniors Extravaganza. A 
wonderful time was had by all with the Bingara table lucky enough to win the 
major lucky seat prize. 

The final access bus trip travelled to Inverell on 6 March, before, 
unfortunately, this service was cancelled until further notice. 

Out of town medical transport has been busy. In March 166 trips for 38 clients 
were conducted. Clients still need to be able to attend their specialist 
appointments in Tamworth, Moree, Inverell and Armidale. This essential 
service will continue until advised otherwise.  

The Bingara CHSP office is now closed to the public but transport enquiries 
are now taken over the phone. Staff will now have the opportunity to catch up 
on the backlog of paperwork. 

The office has been advised that no over 70 year old volunteers can continue 
delivering Meals on Wheels. Therefore, CHSP staff will do this at lunch time, 5 
days per week. CHSP is also expecting an increase in the number of meals 
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as they have been advised that Touriandi Lodge have ceased outside meals 
from 9 March. 

Warialda / Delungra CHSP 

The COVID-19 situation has affected everyone. Consequently, transport is 
now only for medical appointments and Day Centres have ceased all 
activities. Meals on Wheels clients are still receiving meals and volunteers are 
following hospital procedures when entering to collect meals for delivery. 

Staff have been keeping busy updating files, renewing care plans, general 
recordkeeping and assisting at Naroo with activities in the afternoons. 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

Tourism/Events 

Warialda Honey Festival 

Unfortunately, due to restrictions on public gatherings, as a result of COVID-
19, the 2020 Honey Festival scheduled for 28 March was cancelled.  

Some costs for this event, such as advertising, were already incurred. 
However, for the most part, the events team were able to recover funds 
through refund, or have had payments held over for next year’s event.  

Visitor Information Centres / Roxy Theatre COVID-19 Closures 

As of 24 March, the Gwydir Shire Visitor Information Centres, The Roxy 
Theatre and Gwydir Libraries were closed to the public. The staff at these 
services are working on cleaning up these spaces, or continuing with 
outstanding projects. In some instances, staff are taking excess leave until the 
service resumes as normal.  

At the Bingara VIC, Council are taking the opportunity to complete 
maintenance works by painting and recarpeting the space. This will complete 
a long list of improvements to the centre, which have taken place over the last 
6 months, including updates to furniture and displays. 

Services NSW 

Council’s Services NSW agencies are two of only a few Council services to 
remain open, with the COVID-19 situation monitored to ensure the safety of 
staff. 

A large section of the community are still using the service for non-essential or 
basic transactions, many of which can be performed online or over the phone. 
An education campaign encouraging people to go online or phone ahead has 
now gone out on social media and in the newspaper. 

Grant Launches and Announcements 
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Due to COVID-19, the launch of All Abilities Park in Warialda scheduled for 20 
March, failed to proceed. However, under the instruction of The Hon Adam 
Marshall, the Bingara Library opening went ahead, albeit a more reserved 
occasion than what was originally planned. Despite the small gathering, the 
morning was attended by a number of key representatives including the 
coordinator of Central Northern Regional Libraries, Kay Delahunt. A library 
open day, featuring all the festivities planned for the opening, will take place 
once the COVID-19 crisis is over.  

 
Cr Catherine Egan, Mayor John Coulton, MP Adam Marshall and Gail Phillpott. 

A number of funding announcements for the Stronger Country Communities 
Fund Round 3 took place during March, with photo opportunities arranged for 
the Crooble Hall, Warialda Churches, Warialda Pool, Gravesend Tennis 
courts and the Bingara Historical Society upgrades.  

 

Meredith Miller, MP Adam Marshall, Janny Cruikshank and Gary Whibley. 

Gwydir Libraries Branch Activities March 2020 

Be Connected Tutorials for Seniors 

Be Connected Participants for period

Bingara  10 

Warialda  1 

Total  11
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Statistics 

  Bingara  Warialda 

Door count  1451 339 

PC usage  155 79 

WIFI usage  285 164 

New membership  18 2 

Loans  684 368 

 

Bingara   Total 
programs 

Attendees 

Adult  5 26 

Kids  12 235 

Be Connected tech  4 12 

Community  10 388 

Total   21 661 

 

 

Warialda   Total 
programs 

Attendees 

Adult  6 14 

Kids programs  5 41 

Be Connected   1 1 

Community    

Total  12 56 

 

Outreach  

Sessions  Bingara 
Sessions 

Warialda 
Sessions 

Attendees/ 
Total 

Personal home delivery  4 8  

Aged care hostel delivery  2 0  

Nursing home delivery  0 1  

Golden Oldie Craft - Touriandi  1  12 

Golden Oldie Craft - Naroo   1 6 

Library branch promotions  4   

Outreach Bingara  6   

Outreach Warialda     
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Total  17 10 18 
 

Bingara Library 

The new Bingara Library was officially opened on 19 March 2020.  

School groups visited each morning during the following week. Group visits 
included the Bingara Preschool, CHSP and Touriandi residents 

Warialda Library 

The library launched several programs prior to the closure due to COVID-19. 

COVID-19 Closure 

Both Librarians continue to work behind closed doors, at this stage. 

Tasks include: Click and Collect services, planning and preparing future 
programs and outreach services, weeding; removing stock that does not fit the 
exchange criteria and collection development; identifying gaps and stagnant 
stock from the shelves. 

Gwydir libraries have offered a Click and Collect service for members. Bingara 
Street Library has proven to be very popular with residents who are taking 
items to read daily.  

The Willoughby Library has donated items to Gwydir libraries. The plan was to 
place a deposit station library in each village. This will go ahead once COVID-
19 has cleared.  

The Regional Library Manager has offered deleted and duplicate stock from 
the Central Northern Regional Library collection. The items will be changed to 
GSC bulk loans and remain barcoded enabling us to gather statistics. 

Warialda Street Library will be available from 7 April, once stock arrives from 
Bingara via the CNRL courier. 

THE ROXY COMPLEX 

Roxy Theatre 

Date Purpose Numbers 
March 13 Community Comfort Fundraiser Approx 80 

March 23 
Community Meeting 

Cancelled due to 
COVID-19 

March 27, 28  
Sapphires Live Performance 

Cancelled due to 
COVID-19 

March 29 
NWTC Film Club 

Cancelled due to 
COVID-19 

Roxy Conference Room 

Date Purpose Numbers 

March 5 FACS Approx 20 

March 10, 11  NWLLS – Weed Control Approx 20 

March 13 Ray White Rural Auction Approx 40 
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March 15 NWTC Play Reading  

March 23 IPAR Presentation Cancelled due to 
COVID-19  

Roxy Meeting Room 

Date Purpose Numbers 

March 3 Juvenile Justice Meeting 3 

March 23 IPAR Presentation Cancelled due to 
COVID-19 

Trade Training Kitchen 

Date Purpose Numbers 

No bookings for 
March 

  

 

VISITOR INFORMATION CENTRES 

Warialda Visitor Information Centre 

January 2020 February 2020 March 2020 

Opening hours = 177 Opening hours = 150 Opening hours = 150 

Volunteering hours = 44 Volunteer hours = 27.5 Volunteering hours = 23 

 

Bingara Visitor Information Centre 

January 2020 February 2020 March 2020 

Opening hours = 164.5 Opening hours = 166 Opening hours = 125.5 

Volunteer hours = 28 Volunteer hours = 36 Volunteer hours = 28 
 

Income – Warialda VIC $January $February $March 

Caravan Park  470.00 0 0 

Centre hire  0 30.00 60.00 

Merchandise sales 1,097.00 1,148.00 1,862.55 

Goods on consignment sales 0 50.00 75.00 

Warialda Christmas Carnival 0 0 0 

Warialda Honey Festival 0 30.00 0 

Subtotal $1,567.00 $1,258.00 $1,997.55 

Less Caravan Park money banked 470.00 0 0 

Total Monthly Income $1,097.00 $1,258.00 $1,997.55 
 

Income – Bingara VIC $January $February $March 

Products on consignment  3.00 158.00 27.00 
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Merchandise 750.00 473.00 777.50 

Subtotal $753.00 $631.00 $804.50 

Less payments to consignees 2.10 110.60 18.90 

Monthly Income Bingara VIC $750.90 $520.40 $785.60 

Roxy Tour Income 70.00 40.00 215.00 

Total Monthly Income Bingara VIC $820.90 $560.40 $1,000.60 
 

Cranky Rock Sites January February March 

Powered sites 7 14 52 

Unpowered sites 5 10 16 

Total 12 24 68 
 

Visitors at Warialda VIC January February March 

Visitors 226 278 193 

RMS clients 199 215 225 

Cafe 336 486 408 

Total Warialda VIC 761 979 826 
 

Visitors at Bingara VIC January February March 

Visitors 282 382 436 
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Bingara Website  

 
 

 

SOCIAL SERVICES  

Bingara Neighbourhood Centre 

Funding body – Family and Community Services 

Bingara Neighbourhood Centre continued to provide assistance with the new 
round of drought assistance through the Salvation Army. Grant applications 
have been a focus for community groups and face-to-face service has now 
been terminated. The Neighbourhood Centre continues to provide support via 
email and phone services only. 

Centrelink 

Due to current COVID-19 Bingara Centrelink Agency has temporarily moved 
to a self-service access point. It remains open between 10:00am – 12:00pm 
daily by appointment only. 

Be Connected (Broadband for Seniors) 
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Month Number of participants
January 0
February 5

March 3
 

During March ‘Be Connected’ had three returning learners and three first time 
learners booked in. During this time topics covered included how to use a 
smart phone, what is the best phone to purchase, data usage and cost, how 
to purchase and apply credit to a mobile phone. Due to the current COVID-19 
crisis this service is now closed.  

Youth Service  

Funding body – Family and Community Services 

Youth Council 

On Tuesday 3 March, the Youth Council met at Warialda to discuss the upcoming 
Youth Week Activities and finalise the activities. There was a meeting scheduled 
for 17 March to run a test on the activities and to work out the timeframes for the 
Youth Week event. With the current situation with COVID-19, the decision was 
made to postpone the event until further notice and postpone the Youth Council 
meetings. 

Youth Mentoring Program 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Youth Mentoring program has been assisting young people with 
Centrelink, Medicare, travel bookings, behaviour management, and licence 
applications. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Month Number of participants 

January 2 

February 4 

March 2 
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Kool Skool Kids 

Bingara Toy Library 
Funding body – Early Childhood Education and Care Directorate 
NSW Department of Education and Communities 

 

 

 

 

 

3 March: Bubz Biz Body Shop party by Sharna from Warialda. There were 
beautiful products to try, smell and feel. Sharna gave a brief overview of the 
products out on display, had samples to try and to take home. Many orders 

Bingara Toy Library January February March 

Toy Library members 
- children utilising the 
service 

31 children 

3 KSK 
program 

47 children 

65 KSK 
program 

37 children 

57 KSK Program 

Toy Library members 
- parents/adults 
attending 

17 adults 38 adults 32 adults 

Total memberships at 
Bingara Toy Library 

11 
borrowers 

18 non 
borrowers 

2 birth 

9 borrowers 

17 non 
borrowers 

3 birth 

11 borrowers 

18 non borrowers 

3 birth 

Toys returned 7 6 1 

Toys borrowed 5 3 2 

Children/ Group 
using toys (members) 

4 drs 1 

Craft/songs/stories/ 

free play 

31 children 

16 adults 

21 children 

15 adults 

19 children 

13 adults 
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were made. Sharna gave a tub of body butter as a donation to the Toy Library 
for hosting the event.13 children and 13 adults attended. 

10 March: Handout on language and literacy. Staff talked about the 
importance of talking to children, reading and singing nursery rhymes. An 
overview was given and all information would be emailed out to families who 
attended rather than printing twenty pages. Families were told that Sandy 
Scotton will be attending the service in May to extend on this topic.13 children 
and 10 adults attended. 

17 March: St Patrick’s Day. Teeth Talk and PowerPoint presentation was 
delivered by staff. This presentation was provided to the service from Hunter 
New England Health some years ago covering all things from teeth care, 
mouth hygiene and diet for teeth care.  5 children and 5 adults attended. 

Due to COVID-19, all services have now closed to the public until further 
notice. All families have been notified by text message, email and on 
Facebook. Staff will remain at the service to clean all toys and resources 
along with completing reports/paperwork. The service continues to operate via 
email and phone services only, offering support through group discussions 
ideas and information. The Toy Library staff will continue to make contact with 
members to ensure their health and safety at this difficult time. 

Supported Playgroup Development Worker 

Funding body – Family and Community Services 

Warialda Toy Library January February March 

Total daily attendance count for 
children, (no. of children having 
utilised the service calculating each 
day over the month) 

34 126 87 

Full borrowing members (new) 0 0 0 

Non borrowing members (new and/or 
renew) 

0 0 0 

Casual borrowing members (new or 
renew) 

1 0 0 

Commemorative Birth Certificate – 
voucher memberships 

0 0 0 

Commemorative Birth Certificate 
applications received 

0 4 0 

Toys returned 0 0 11 

Toys borrowed 0 11 0 

Groups using the service (FDC 
carers, Church and Pharmacy) 

4 4 4 

Monday  group activity morning  5 29 15 

Tuesday group activity morning  3 27 25 

Wednesday group activity morning 10 
N/A School 

Term
N/A School 

Term 
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Thursday group activity morning  12 42 24 

Friday group activity morning  4 28 23 

 

Due to the Pandemic, the Warialda Toy Library service operated for just 8 
days during March 2020. 

2 March: Children engaged in free play while families were provided with 
literature on physical and brain development. 

3 March: Rice with funnels and containers were provided to children 
prompting problem solving, curiosity and exploration. This experience created 
opportunity for sensory play and the experience was extended when children 
were provided with pva glue and paper. Children utilized these materials to 
make this activity a craft experience as they set about gluing the rice to the 
paper. 

5 March: Finger painting and a toy car wash were provided for the children to 
participate in. Both activities were provided as an extension in sensory 
exploration. 

6 March: Fine motor skills were encouraged as children utilised playdough 
and cheerios with straws, threading the cheerios over the straws took much 
persistence. Trial and error and hand and eye coordination were exhausted 
during this experience as children manipulated the small circular object up 
and over the straws using their fingers and hands to execute the experience. 

9 March: Information was provided to attending families regarding social and 
emotional development. 

10 March: Science exploration took place. Children spent time during this 
session squirting vinegar from syringes into small pots of bicarb soda, 
discussing the reaction and colours created with the eruption of the pots when 
bicarb and vinegar were mixed. This experience prompted cognitive skills, fine 
motor and eye and hand coordination skills 

12 March: Children attended the service session to create an indoor forte, 
facilitating emergent gross motor skills as the children, lifted, dragged, 
balanced and climbed throughout the created forte. 

 
Playgroup Location January February March 

Warialda – Monday 
morning 

5 29 15 

Gravesend – Wednesday 
morning 

School 
Christmas 
Holidays 

8 8 

Bingara – Thursday 
morning 

School 
Christmas 
Holidays 

24 14 

Total 5 61 37 
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Bingara Playgroup fun 

 

Playgroups for the month of March were only supported for two sessions each 
due to the COVID-19 shutdown requirments.  

Warialda and Gravesend exphasised play experiences supporting gross 
motor skills and cooking during those 2 sessions and Bingara focussed on 
fine motor and sensory play exploration. 

Due to COVID-19, Toy Library and Playgroups have ceased until further 
notice. All families have been notified by text message, email and on 
Facebook. Staff will remain at the service to clean all toys and resources 
along with completing reports/paperwork. The Service continues to operate 
via email and phone services only, offering support through group discussions 
ideas and information. The Toy Library staff will continue to make contact with 
members to ensure their health and safety at this difficult time. 

Bingara Preschool 

Funding body - Early Childhood Education and Care Directorate 
NSW Department of Education and Communities 

Days January 

Tuesday 15 

Wednesday 15 

Thursday 18 

Friday 9 

    

Excursions and Visitors: Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, all excursions 
have been cancelled. Visitors are not encouraged (unless providing an 
essential service to the Preschool).  

COVID-19: Bingara Preschool is still open and operational. As per 
recommendations from the Health Department, we are only providing care for 
children whose families have no other care option. The Preschool has seven 
children still attending the service.  



Council - 23 April 2020 Gwydir Shire 
Council 

 

 

 
25 

Bingara Preschool has implemented a COVID-19 Management Plan with the 
following procedures in relation to stopping the spread of COVID-19:  

‐  Sanitising all hands on arrival and departure of the service.  

‐  Practicing and advocating social distancing (staff, children, families).  

‐  Strictly following the COVID-19 Bingara Preschool Policy (created 20 
March).  

‐  Frequently washing the children’s and staff hands properly.  

‐  Discussing hand washing and COVID-19 with the children using 
appropriate language and tools.  

As there are less children attending, the Bingara Preschool educators have 
been completing other tasks within the service. These tasks in March have 
included categorising the books and cleaning out the green house.  

The educators are currently working on activity packs that will be posted out to 
all Bingara Preschool families.  

Tharawonga Mobile Resource Unit 

Funding body – Department of Education | Department of Employment 
Australian Government  

 

Day Venue 2-3yo 3-5yo Transition 
to school

Total In 
Attendance

Monday Yetman 0 5 2 5 
Tuesday North Star 3 10 3 13 
Wednesday Yallaroi 0 5 1 5 
Thursday North Star 2 8 3 10 
Thursday Gravesend 4 9 5 13 
Friday Gravesend 4 9 4 13 
Friday Crooble 1 5 1 6 
 

Numbers of children attending Tharawonga had slowly begun to increase 
again with lots of new enrolments. 

Tharawonga has ceased face-to-face service due to staff illness and the lack 
of casual staff available during this time. Service delivery has been altered to 
an online program. This has pushed staff to learn some new technology skills. 
Each day a page from a colouring book written by a local author has been 
emailed so that children will have the complete reading book by the time they 
go into school holidays. Permission has been gained from the author to read 
her series of books online and she has videoed herself to put on the 
Tharawonga Facebook page, reading her latest instalment.  

Online programs have been researched for children’s areas of interest and 
implemented with each educator taking on their role in the group of reading 
books, singing songs or sharing activities. Children are encouraged to discuss 
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their own pets and hopefully, reciprocal videos posted to the closed Facebook 
page.  

Sessions will be presented on YouTube, Houseparty and the closed group 
Tharawonga Facebook. This has been well received. Houseparty has offered 
children the opportunity to connect with up to four friends at once and the 
session can be locked for privacy and safety.   

Planned children’s health checks, immunisations and hygiene training have 
been postponed until people are safe to be brought together again. 

Staff will be working from home until given instruction to do otherwise. 
Tharawonga staff are dedicated to keeping children school ready even in the 
event that the service does not open again for a prolonged period of time. 

Crooble 

Crooble children communicated through Houseparty and this has been well 
received. Their group leader has put together some learning packs that have 
been posted to children. 

Gravesend   

Gravesend’s group leader has designed a more personal program where 
children are spoken to by phone each Thursday and Friday, which are their 
usual days of attendance. Videos have been sent to the children via the 
closed Facebook page with dances and songs that they have been learning.  
This will assist them to maintain previously learned skills whilst in isolation. 
Whilst revision will be attended to each week, children will also be taught new 
nursery rhymes and songs during the temporary service closure.  

North Star 

The temporary closure sees families participating in online learning. What 
children are missing out on in the physical delivery of the program, they will be 
gaining extra skills with technology that they would not normally have had an 
opportunity to develop. Children from North Star have been sent a package by 
mail and this should arrive early next week. There are craft items and name 
recognition learning aids for children to play with. Fortunately, Tharawonga 
children are mostly from farming families and can access plenty of outdoor 
play, especially if guided by older siblings who have been kept home from 
school. 

Yallaroi 

Yallaroi children were contacted through Houseparty and have been invited to 
participate in the Facebook home video challenge. Technological skills will be 
advanced during the period of closure. Parents are learning along with their 
children. 

Yetman 

The service has moved to the Yetman Public School, which was working well. 
As Yetman teachers have been working from home, no service was required 
this Monday and then the Tharawonga temporary closure occurred. 

CONSULTATION 
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Consultation has occurred within the Organisation and Community 
Development Directorate. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Policy implications are those relating to the 2019/2020 Operational Plan and 
the Policies of Gwydir Shire Council. 

FINANCIAL, ECONOMIC and RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS (including 
Asset Management) 

The activities carried out by the Organisation and Community Development 
Department are in line with the 2019/2020 Operational Plan. 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS (Social and Environment) 

The activities undertaken by the Organisation and Community Development 
Department regarding social and environmental factors are targeted in line 
with the 2019/2020 Operational Plan. 

 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the monthly Organisation and Community Development 
Report for March 2020 be received 

ATTACHMENTS 

AT- Indicators  
AT- Safety Report Guidance Notes to assist in interpretation 
  



Ordinary Meeting - 23 April 2020 
Monthly Organisation and Community Development 
Report for March 2020 

Attachment 1 
Indicators 

 

 

Attachment 1 - Indicators Page 28
 

 
  



Ordinary Meeting - 23 April 2020 
Monthly Organisation and Community Development 
Report for March 2020 

Attachment 1 
Indicators 

 

 

Attachment 1 - Indicators Page 29
 

 



Ordinary Meeting - 23 April 2020 
Monthly Organisation and Community Development 
Report for March 2020 

Attachment 2 
Safety Report Guidance 
Notes to assist in 
interpretation 

 

 

Attachment 2 - Safety Report Guidance Notes to assist in interpretation Page 30
 

 
  



Ordinary Meeting - 23 April 2020 
Monthly Organisation and Community Development 
Report for March 2020 

Attachment 2 
Safety Report Guidance 
Notes to assist in 
interpretation 

 

 

Attachment 2 - Safety Report Guidance Notes to assist in interpretation Page 31
 

 
  



Ordinary Meeting - 23 April 2020 
Monthly Organisation and Community Development 
Report for March 2020 

Attachment 2 
Safety Report Guidance 
Notes to assist in 
interpretation 

 

 

Attachment 2 - Safety Report Guidance Notes to assist in interpretation Page 32
 

 



Council - 23 April 2020 Gwydir Shire 
Council 

 

 

 
33 

Item 8 Donations 2020/2021  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  5. Organisational Management 

OUTCOME: 5.1 CORPORATE MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGY: 5.1.1 Financial management and accountability systems - 
CFO - internal 

AUTHOR General Manager  

DATE 16 April 2020         

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 
 
IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 
 
This report recommends that a draft Donations’ List, as outlined in this report, 
be advertised for public comment as a component of the IP & R 2020/21 
documentation. 
 
TABLED ITEMS Nil 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The draft donations’ list are attached for consideration. 
 
 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

 THAT the report be received and the 2020/21 donations’ list be 
 endorsed. 

ATTACHMENTS 

AT- Draft Donations' List  
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Item 9 Goode v Gwydir Shire Council  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  2. Building the business base 

OUTCOME: 2.1 OUR ECONOMY IS GROWING AND SUPPORTED 

STRATEGY: 2.1.2 Support the growth of our business community - 
OCD - external 

AUTHOR General Manager  

DATE 21 April 2020         

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 
 
IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 
 
TABLED ITEMS Nil 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Mr. Goode’s action against Gwydir Shire Council in the Land and Environment 
Court challenging the Council’s approval of the Warialda Truck Wash has 
been dismissed. The full judgement is attached. 
 
The Court has reserved the question of costs. Mr. Goode has suggested that 
the litigation was in the public interest and, as such, the usual order that costs 
follow the event should not be made. Her Honour has advised Mr. Goode that 
he will need affidavit evidence to support the claim that it was in the public 
interest. 
 
In that regard, Her Honour has made the following orders in respect of costs: 
 

1. The applicant is to file any affidavit evidence and submissions by 4 
May 2020; and; 

2. The Council is to file any affidavit evidence and submissions in 
reply by 11 May 2020. 

 
I believe that the Council should pursue the recovery of costs to offset the 
Council’s costs in this matter. 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the report be received that the Council seeks costs in this 
matter. 

ATTACHMENTS 

AT- Judgement   
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