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MINUTES ORDINARY MEETING 

 
GWYDIR SHIRE COUNCIL 

 
THURSDAY 26 SEPTEMBER 2019 

 
COMMENCING AT 9.00AM 

 
BINGARA OFFICE COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

______________________________________________________________ 
Present:  

Councillors: Cr. Catherine Egan (Deputy Mayor), Cr. 
Stuart Dick, Cr Marilyn Dixon OAM, Cr. Jim 
Moore, Cr. Geoff Smith, Cr. David Coulton, 
Cr Tiffany Galvin and Cr Frances Young 

Staff: Max Eastcott (General Manager), Leeah Daley (Deputy 
General Manager), Helen Thomas (Manager, Finance) 
and Alex Eddy (Manager, Engineering Services) 

 
Public: Nil 

Visitor: Nil 
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DISCLAIMER 
 
 
 
No responsibility whatsoever is implied or accepted by the Gwydir Shire 
Council for any act, omission or statement or intimation occurring during and 
Council or Committee meetings.  
 
The Council disclaims any liability for any loss whatsoever and howsoever 
caused arising out of reliance by any person or legal entity on any such act, 
omission or statement or intimation occurring during Council or Committee 
meetings.  
 
Any person or legal entity who acts or fails to act in reliance upon any 
statement, act or omission made in a Council or Committee meeting does so 
at that person’s or legal entity’s own risk.  
 
In particular and without derogating in any way from the broad disclaimer 
above, in any discussion regarding any planning application or application for 
a licence, any statement or intimation of approval made by any member or 
officer of the Council during the course of any meeting is not intended to be 
and is not taken as notice of approval from the Council.  
 
Gwydir Shire Council wishes to advise that any plans or documents contained 
within this agenda may be subject to copyright law provisions and that the 
express permission of the copyright owner(s) should be sought prior to their 
reproduction.  
 
Members of the public should note that no action should be taken on any item 
discussed at a Council or Committee meeting prior to written advice on the 
resolution of council being received.  
 
Agendas and minutes are available on the Council’s website 
http://www.gwydirshire.com/ 
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OFFICIAL OPENING AND WELCOME – MAYOR 
 
APOLOGIES Cr John Coulton 
 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 299/19 
 

THAT the apology of Cr John Coulton is accepted. 
 
FURTHER that Cr D Coulton is an apology for the October 
Committee Meeting. 
 
(Moved Cr Galvin, seconded Cr Smith) 
 

 
CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES 
 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 300/19 
 

THAT the Minutes of the previous Council Meeting held on 
Thursday 29 August 2019 as circulated be taken as read and 
CONFIRMED. 
 
(Moved Cr Dick, seconded Cr Young) 
 

 
PRESENTATION Nil 
  
CALL FOR THE DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS AND CONFLICTS OF 
INTEREST 
 
The General Manager declared a pecuniary interest in Item 1 of the 
Confidential Agenda relating to his Annual Performance Review. 
 
ADDITIONAL/LATE ITEMS 
 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 301/19 

THAT the following items, namely: 

1. Bingara Riverside Caravan Park, road naming 
2. Model Code of Conduct - Gifts and Benefits 
3. Certification of the 2018-2019 Financial 

Statements 
4. Internal Audit Committee Resolutions  

are accepted as late items onto this Agenda for discussion. 

(Moved Cr D Coulton, seconded Cr Dixon OAM) 
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COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE – CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 
 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 302/19 
 

THAT the Council resolve into Confidential Session, 
Committee of the Whole and that in the public interest and 
in accordance with Section 10A(2)(a) of the Local 
Government Act, 1993, the public and press be excluded 
from the meeting to consider the items listed on the agenda.
 
(Moved Cr Young, seconded Cr Moore) 
 

 
ADOPTION OF THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE CONFIDENTIAL 
SESSION 
 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 303/19 
 

THAT the recommendations of the Confidential Session, namely: 
 

General Manager's Performance Review (Ref: 304/19) 
 

THAT the report regarding the General Manager's Annual 
 Performance Review is received 
 
Monthly Confidential Organisation and Community Development 
Report for August 2019 (Ref: 305/19) 

THAT the Confidential Organisation and Community 
Development report for August 2019 be received 

 
 Organisational Review 
 

THAT the Councillor discussion regarding the organisational 
review is noted. 

  
are adopted. 
 
(Moved Cr D Coulton, seconded Cr Young) 
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Item 1 Monthly Councillor Activity Statement for August 2019 

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  5. Organisational Management 

OUTCOME: 5.1 CORPORATE MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGY: 5.1.3 Administrative functions - GM - internal 

  

The Councillors’ activity schedule for August 2019 commitments is outlined 
below: 

August 2019 

Councillor Event Date 

Cr J Coulton  
(Mayor) 

Country Mayors Meeting - Sydney 2nd Aug. 

Black Dog Ball - Bingara 3rd Aug. 

Warialda Fire Break Project Group - Warialda 5th Aug. 

Bingara Pool Precinct Meeting – The Roxy 7th Aug. 

Committee Meeting - Warialda 8th Aug. 

GM’s Performance review - Warialda 8th Aug. 

BROC Meeting - Walgett 9th Aug. 

CWA Monument Official unveiling - Bingara 15th Aug. 

Entrepreneurial Meeting – Warialda 15th Aug. 

Cr Catherine Egan 
(Deputy Mayor) 

Bingara Pool Precinct Meeting –The Roxy 7th Aug. 

Committee Meeting - Warialda 8th Aug. 

GM Performance review 8th Aug. 

Visiting Minister for Aboriginal Affairs The Hon. 
Don Harwin – Myall Creek Memorial 

13th Aug. 

Show Group Meeting - Bingara 14th Aug. 

CWA Monument Official unveiling – Bingara 15th Aug. 

Pulse of the Earth Meeting – Bingara 15th Aug. 

CHSP Advisory Committee Meeting – Delungra 20th Aug. 

Enterprise with Energy – Warialda 22nd Aug. 

Ordinary Council Meeting – Warialda  29th Aug. 

Cr David Coulton 

Warialda Fire Break Project Group – Warialda 5th Aug 

LEMC Meeting – Warialda 6th Aug. 

Committee Meeting – Warialda 8th Aug 

GM’s Performance Review – Warialda 8th Aug. 

CWA Monument Official unveiling 15th Aug. 

Warialda Fire Break Project Group 20th Aug. 
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Ordinary Council Meeting - Warialda 29th Aug 

Cr Stuart Dick 

RFS Meeting - Inverell  3rd Aug. 

LEMC Meeting - Warialda 6th Aug. 

Committee Meeting - Warialda 8th Aug. 

Guyra RFS captain 13th Aug 

CWA Monument Official unveiling 15th Aug 

Warialda Rail Meeting 16th Aug. 

Ordinary Council Meeting 29th Aug. 

Cr Dixon OAM 

Bingara Pool Precinct Meeting – The Roxy 7th Aug. 

Committee Meeting - Warialda 8th Aug. 

Bingara Showground User group Meeting - 
Bingara 

13th Aug. 

CWA Monument Official unveiling - Bingara 15th Aug. 

Ordinary Council Meeting - Warialda 29th Aug. 

Cr T Galvin 

Commemorative Birth Certificate Ceremony – 
Bingara Toy Library 

6th Aug. 

Bingara Pool Precinct Meeting – The Roxy 7th Aug. 

Committee Meeting  - Warialda 8th Aug. 

CWA Monument Official unveiling – Bingara 15th Aug. 

CHSP Advisory Committee Meeting – Delungra 20th Aug. 
 

Country Education Fund – Warialda 22nd Aug. 

Enterprise with Energy - Warialda 22nd Aug. 

Ordinary Council Meeting - Warialda 29th Aug. 

Cr J Moore 

Warialda Fire Break Project Group – Warialda 5th Aug. 

Reedy Creek Planting 13th Aug. 

CWA Monument Official unveiling - Bingara 15th Aug. 

Warialda Museum Meeting 15th Aug. 

RFS Warialda Council Chambers 20th Aug. 

Ordinary Council Meeting - Warialda 29th Aug. 

Cr G Smith 

Warialda Fire Break Project Group - Warialda 5th Aug. 

Committee Meeting – Warialda 
GM’s Performance Review – Warialda 
Ordinary Council Meeting 

8th Aug. 
8th Aug. 
29th Aug. 

Cr F Young 

LEMC Meeting - Warialda 6th Aug. 

Bingara Pool Precinct Meeting – The Roxy 7th Aug. 

Committee Meeting - Warialda 8th Aug. 

BROC Meeting - Walgett 9th Aug. 

CWA Monument Official unveiling – Bingara 15th Aug. 
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Pulse of the Earth Meeting – Bingara 15th Aug. 

NIRW Meeting – Welcome – The Roxy 22nd Aug. 

Ordinary Council Meeting - Warialda 29th Aug. 

 
 
 

MAYORAL RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the Monthly Councillor Activity Schedule for August 2019 be 
received 

 
 

  
 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 306/19 

THAT the Monthly Councillor Activity Schedule for August 2019 be 
received 

 (Moved Cr Dixon OAM, seconded Cr Galvin)
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Item 2 Monthly Executive Report for August 2019  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  5. Organisational Management 

OUTCOME: 5.1 CORPORATE MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGY: 5.1.3 Administrative functions - GM - internal 

AUTHOR General Manager  

DATE 5 September 2019        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 

TABLED ITEMS Nil 

IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 

The monthly Executive report details the activities carried out by the 
Department during the month of August 2019. 

BACKGROUND 

The monthly Executive report forms part of a regular reporting regime.  The 
purpose of the report is to inform Council of the activities carried out within the 
Department. 

COMMENT 

PLANNING REPORT 

The following Development (D/A)/Complying Development (CDC) and 
Development Modification (s96) applications have been approved for the 
month of August 2019. 

No. Property  
Description 

Development/
Work 

$ D/A S96 CDC
 

8/2019 J Walton 
Lot 1 DP 747939 

2 Brainard Street Bingara 

7m x 3.6m Garage with 
attached 5m x 3.6m 

Carport 

$5,000 
 

- - 

The following Development (D/A)/Complying Development (CDC) and 
Development Modification (s96) applications remain outstanding for the month 
of August 2019. 

No  Property 
Description and Description of Work 

Reason D/A S96 CDC

35/2015 Copeton Dam State Park 
3533 Copeton Dam Road Copeton 

- Continued use of existing caravan & 
camping facilities 

Development being assessed as an 
existing use 

 - - 

49/2016 Ceres Ag 
‘Gunyerwarildi’ 

1470 North Star Road Warialda 

Approved in principal awaiting 
compliance certification or 

engineering certification for the cabins 

 - - 
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- Continued occupation/use of rural 
worker accommodation being the 

installation of a number of 
premanufactured cabins 

2/2018 G & L Hosegood 
‘Barrak’ 

163 Upper Whitlow Road Whitlow 
- 20,000m3 quarry for Council use 

Awaiting Environmental Impact 
Statement as the quarry is considered 

designated development 

 - - 

30/2018 M A Spencer 
‘Log Cabin’ 

2213 Gulf Creek Road Gulf Creek 
- 15,000m3 quarry for Council use

Request for additional information 
regarding compliance with 

Biodiversity Conservation Act 2017 
for the removal of vegetation 

 - - 

35/2018 B Hutchins 
63 Bingara Street Warialda 

- Mixed residential and commercial 
development including the opening of 

‘Gully Pub’ with a small bar licence 
and retail antiques business 

Request for additional information 
regarding whether the existing 

building meets or can meet current 
fire safety requirements under the 

National Construction Code for mixed 
commercial and residential use 

 - - 
 

12/2019 Gwydir Shire Council  
396 Taroon Road Warialda 

- Quarry 

Being Assessed by Planning 
Consultant independent of Council 

 - - 
 

22/2019 Gwydir Shire Council /  
Estate of W K Hawkins & J M Hawkins 
133 Kelly’s Gully Road Warialda Rail 

- Quarry 

Being Assessed by Planning 
Consultant independent of Council 

 - - 
 

23/2019 J I Noad Consulting Surveyor P/L /  
D R & PM Blomfield 

970 Cobbadah Road Barraba 
- 3 Lot Rural Subdivision 

Being notified to neighbouring 
properties and on exhibition on 

Council’s Website for 14 days as 
required by Schedule 1 of EP & A Act 

1979 

 - - 
 

24/2019 Gwydir Shire Council /  
S J Gray 

1612 Reserve Creek Road Delungra 
- Quarry 

Being Assessed by Planning 
Consultant independent of Council 

 - - 
 

25/2019 Westbuilt Homes / K F Acres 
Ironbark Drive Warialda 

- Dwelling 

Being notified to neighbouring 
properties and on exhibition on 

Council’s Website for 14 days as 
required by Schedule 1 of EP & A Act 

1979 

 - - 
 

26/2019 B G Mills 
16-18 David Street North Star 

- Garage 

Being notified to neighbouring 
properties and on exhibition on 

Council’s Website for 14 days as 
required by Schedule 1 of EP & A Act 

1979 

 - - 
 

27/2019 AJI Developments 
49-51 Maitland Street & 8 Hallman 

Lane Bingara 
- Consolidation of 3 Lots into 2 Lots 

 

Being notified to neighbouring 
properties and on exhibition on 

Council’s Website for 14 days as 
required by Schedule 1 of EP & A Act 

1979 

 - - 
 

The following Development (D/A)/Complying Development (CDC) or 
Development Modification (s96) applications were approved and not 
previously reported to Council. 

No. Property  
Description 

Development/
Work 

$ D/A S96 CDC
 

4/2019 G W & D J Turner 
Lot 12 Section 42 DP 

758111 
88 Finch Street Bingara 

Demolish existing 
garage and erect new 2 

bay garage with 
bathroom 

$1,000  - - 

There were no Development (D/A)/Complying Development (CDC) and 
Development Modification (s96) applications were refused(R)/ withdrawn (W)/ 
Cancelled (C) for the month of August 2019. 
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There were no Complying Development (CDC) application/s approved by 
Private Certifiers and lodged with Council for the month of August 2019. 

There were no Development (D/A) and Complying Development (CDC) 
applications determined where there has been a variation in standards under 
SEPP 1 or clause 4.6 of the Gwydir Local Environmental Plan 2013 for the 
month of August 2019. 

The following Subdivision Certificates were issued for the month of August 
2019 and for the previous seven (7) months. 

 

The following graph shows Conveyancing Certificates issued for August 
compared to the previous seven (7) months. 
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The following graph shows the number of Conveyancing Certificates issued 
up to and including the month of August 2019 compared with the same period 
in 2017. 

 
 

The table below shows a comparison between total applications lodged for the 
month of August 2019 compared to the last two years (excluding private 
certifier lodged applications). 
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The table below shows a comparison between total applications lodged for the 
month of August 2019 compared to the last two years (excluding private 
certifier lodged applications). 

  

Development Applications Received for the year by locality – August 
2019 (includes private certifier lodged applications) 
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Development Applications received for the year by type – August 2019 

 

 

Development Applications – nine (9) months (excludes private certifier 
lodged and approved applications) 
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Complying Development Applications – nine (9) months (excludes 
private certifier lodged and approved applications) 

 

 

GWYDIR LEARNING REGION (GLR) 

GLR Automotive Trade Training Centre, Warialda (ATTC) 

Signage 

A sign for the Automotive Trade Training Centre has been erected at its 
entrance. 

Heavy Vehicle Training 

Nine Final Competency Assessments (FCAs) were completed during the 
month of August.  These included one Heavy Combination truck, six Heavy 
Rigid trucks and two Medium Rigid vehicles.  In addition to these FCAs three 
additional clients received full training and assessment to gain their heavy 
vehicle licences, one for HC and two for HR licences. 

Learner car  

There were 38 bookings for learner driver training made in August.  The 
majority of these were for the Indigenous communities through ACE 
Community College at Inverell.  Two lessons were conducted separately in 
Inverell and Bingara. 

Usage of The Living Classroom (TLC) during July 

Bingara Community College has continued their “Paddock to Plate” program. 
They have propagated seedlings in the Nursery and have created two new 
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kitchen garden beds, one with faba beans (broad beans) and one with garlic. 
They meet on Mondays and Tuesdays with a supervisor and currently 6 
students – 7 attending  

Ten members of the U3A group spent a morning reconstructing the strawberry 
bed at TLC during August, removing weeds, constructing a meandering gravel 
pathway and separated strawberry ‘daughter’ plants from their ‘mothers’. 

 

U3A group at work in the strawberry patch at TLC 

Twenty attended the Regional Catholic Teachers Association 2 day Workshop 
at TLC.  

Members of the GSC Parks and Gardens crew constructed a protective fence 
and access gate around the new Weather Station.  

 

80 people attended an Indigenous Culture day conducted by the Bingara 
Central School at TLC in August. The focus was on food, dance and story-
telling.  

The pad base for the stage that will be used for the Pulse of the Earth Festival 
in September has been built at TLC. 
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Seven members of the Committee organising the PULSE of the Earth Festival 
and Groundswell met for a meeting at TLC. 

The NW Local Land Services conducted an information day at TLC hosted by 
Anne Coote – 20 attended. 

The signs for the plant varieties to be trialled within the Nourish: Bush Tucker 
Garden at TLC have been completed and are with the printers.  The signs 
have been produced by Northern Slopes Landcare Association with much of 
the work having been done by Jodi Kelehear. (See. Each Pod will have SIX 
featured plants.) 

 

mock-ups below showing the Pod names and the colour schemes 

The Gwydir Learning Region conducted a Workshop titled “Getting the Most 
out of Social Media”. It was attended by local business people, staff from 
Bingara Central School and GSC staff. The presenter was Glen Innes writer 
and media blogger Michael Burge – 11 attended. 

The Bingara Garden Club conducted their Monthly Meeting at TLC.  GLR 
Manager gave a presentation and invited them to consider an ongoing 
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arrangement with the Classroom being made available for their meetings in 
exchange for some gardening work. (22) 

The Inverell Bird Group visited TLC for an observation session. They spotted 
52 species of birds including a rare and endangered Snipe. (9) The birds 
observed are listed below. 

Brown treecreeper Grey fantail Eastern yellow robin 

Wedgetailed eagle Australian darter Coot 

Eastern rosella Pied cormorant Mistletoe bird 

Blue bonnet Eastern snipe Brown honeyeater 

Apostle bird Whote browed scrubwren Yellow billed spoonbill 

Galah Duskey moorhen Little corella 

Magpie Australian grebe White throated treecreeper 

Red winged parrot Crow Lorikeet 

Yellow throated honeyeater Raven Spotted pardolote 

Crested pigeon House sparrow Brown throbill 

Indian myna Yellow thornbill Golden whistler 

Starling Striped honeyeater Turquoise parrot 

Sulphur crested cockatoo Restless flycather Pelican 

Nankeen kestrel Striated pardolote Ibis 

King parrot White plumed honeyeater Egret 

Australian wood duck Tree martin Whistling duck 

Kookaburra Spiny cheeked honeyeater Teal 

Welcolm swallow Yellow faced honeyeater Harrier 

Pied currawong Pale headed rosella Black shouldered kite 

Magpie lark Willy wagtail White breasted sea-eagle 

 

Other GLR Matters 

The GLR Manager and the General Manager met with Bingara Central School 
Principal, Brooke Wall and teacher, Charles Mill to discuss the prospects for 
the School’s Cattle Club using TLC. 

CARAVAN PARKS 

Bingara Riverside Caravan Park 

Two permanent residences have been sold at the Bingara Caravan Park.  
New residents moved in on 29 June 2019 and 15 August 2019 respectively.  
The residents have settled in and are a positive presence in the park. 

Permanent residents have been notified in writing of the Council’s adopted 
rental increase and this will come into effect after the legislated notification 
period. 

Four of the older cabins in the Riverside Caravan Park have been listed for 
sale with local real estate agents.  
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Council’s GIS staff have created a site map of the park which includes new 
site numbers and street names. When this map is finalised it will be available 
to visitors and erected at the park entrance. 

$231,395 Upgrade for Bingara Riverside Caravan Park 

Northern Tablelands MP, Adam Marshall, recently announced a $231,395 
State Government grant to upgrade the Bingara Caravan Park’s amenities 
block and construct a new caretaker’s residence. The residence will be a 
three bedroom kit home with office, which Council hopes will house a family 
when the caretakers’ positions next become available. Council will also use 
the funds to modernise the female toilet facilities which were built in the 
1970s. 

Warialda Caravan Park 

Council staff will also create a site map for the Warialda Caravan Park.  This 
will be made available to visitors together with an explanation as to how to 
book and pay for a site as requested by Council at its August meeting. 

SECTION 355 COMMITTEES 

Bingara Anglers’ Club 

The Club submitted an Expression of Interest for funding under the Federal 
Government’s Communities Environment Program. This submission has 
successfully passed the first stage of assessment.  The submission is for an 
upgrade of the hatchery to improve the existing breeding ponds and construct 
a tank, pump and filtration system with appropriate fencing and protective 
cover.  The amount requested is $20,000 and the estimated total cost of the 
project is $45,000 (using in kind labour of volunteers and use of Council’s 
plant and equipment). 

Gravesend Community Group  

The Gravesend Community Group held its Annual General Meeting on 31 July 
2019. The Group reports that the Hall renovations are progressing well. The 
re-stumping, flooring, roof (including guttering), wall relining and roof cavity 
electrical cabling have been completed. 

Works are currently being undertaken to construct internal steps, rear access 
stairs and handrails required after relevelling. 

The group has submitted another funding application under the FRRR 
Tackling Tough Times for the installation of air conditioning, installation of 
emergency exit doors and further wall relining.  Advice as to whether this 
application is successful is expected by the end of November. 
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The remaining renovation components, which require external funding, are to 
paint the building’s interior and exterior. 

Warialda Rail Recreation Reserve and Gravesend Recreation Land 
Management Committees 

Council has advised the Crowns Land Office of its June Council resolution 
(Ref: 178/19) and expects the Office to transfer management of the said 
reserves to Council by the end of October 2019. 

Myall Creek Memorial - Liaison 

On Tuesday, 13 August 2019, Cr Catherine Egan and senior Council staff met 
the Hon Don Harwin, NSW Government Minister for the Public Service and 
Employee Relations, Aboriginal Affairs and the Arts, and Member for Northern 
Tablelands, Adam Marshall, at Myall Creek at the invitation of the Friends of 
Myall Creek Memorial Committee. 

The group were joined by local Aboriginal Elders and many school students 
from Bingara, Warialda, Inverell and Bundarra at the memorial site. Guests 
enjoyed several traditional songs and dance performances followed by a 
picnic lunch all organised by Council. 
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Carmen Southwell was invited to speak at the Reconciliation Australia 
Symposium held at Blacktown on 30 July 2019. The main attendees were 
from local government as the goal for the event was to inform and encourage 
councils to engage with local reconciliation community groups and Indigenous 
communities to advance reconciliation within the wider community.  
Reconciliation Australia deems Gwydir Shire Council as a leader in Local 
Truth Telling and an exemplar of ‘best practice’.  

 
Visual Scribe by Gavin Blake at Reconciliation Australia’s recent Symposium 

 

Cranky Rock Recreation Reserve 

Two replacement Onsite Septic Management Systems were installed at the 
Cranky Rock Recreation Reserve during the reporting period, one at the 
residence and one for the Reserve. The systems were installed by an external 
contractor within budget and are compliant. 

The Reserve continues to be presented in an exceptional manner by the 
onsite caretakers.  The caretakers and Council staff continue to receive a 
great deal of positive feedback on the tourism and safety infrastructure which 
includes extensive interpretive signage, bollards, replacement boundary 
fencing, closure of one walkway, installation of benches and sealed walkways. 

Property Management 

Council currently has 29 properties which it leases out and manages. Council 
also leases St Mary’s School in Riddell Street, Bingara and sub leases areas 
of the building to ensure community and legal services are available locally. 

Whitfeld Place, Bingara: A new tenant has moved into Unit 1 on 12 August 
2019.  Unit 2 remains vacant.  Council staff continue to liaise with Australian 
Unity Services, CHSP, and community nurses to try and find a suitable tenant. 

113 Long Street, Warialda: The tenant vacated the premises on 26 June 
2019.  Upon vacation, Council advertised the vacancy and received four 
applications. Of these, two were deemed eligible for such housing, however 
both declined.  After a recent house fire in Warialda, a family has moved into 
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the residence temporarily.  The rental is market value and will be covered by 
their insurance cover. 

Warialda Visitor Information Centre: The Warialda Visitor Information 
Centre has a new tenant as of 29 June 2019.  The new business owner has 
entered into a lease with Council and is operating as the aptly named Country 
Dust Café. 

28 Maitland Street, Bingara: The sale of the National Australia Bank, 28 
Maitland Street, Bingara settled on 6 September 2019.  The property was well 
presented when placed on the market due to the work undertaken by the 
casual staff employed under the federally funded Drought Program. 

10 Olive Pyrke Terrace, Warialda: This property is currently rented as a 
commercial rental. The tenant moved in on 4 July 2019. This rental is 
managed by a local real estate agent. 

Aged Care Units: Residents of Council’s aged units have been notified in 
writing of the Council’s adopted rental increase and this will come into effect 
after the legislated notification period. 

Warialda Memorial Hall: Country Rugby League vacated their rented office 
at the Warialda Memorial Hall on 8 August 2019. 

Former Warialda Standard Office: The office previously rented by Warialda 
Standard is now handled internally.  A book entry is made for the market value 
rental so Council can track the operational cost of the newspaper. 

Scout Hall, Bingara: The Scout Hall in Bingara continues to be occupied by 
The Patriots Club who are undertaking renovations of the building.  To date 
they have painted the exterior of the building (including weatherboard repairs 
and replacement), removed a disused and damaged tank and stand, 
undertaken plumbing repairs, and constructed an external door to the rear of 
the Hall.  Current projects include the replacement of guttering, construction of 
stairs to the new door, and enclosure of the front landing.  Council has 
provided materials and the volunteers have provided the labour.  The 
continuing use of the Hall by the Club is enhancing the presentation of the 
Gwydir Oval and complements the refurbished grandstand.  The other current 
users of the Hall will continue to have access. 
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MEDICAL CENTRES and RESIDENCES 

Bingara Medical Centre 

The carport has been completed at the Bingara Medical Centre. Council 
acknowledges the generous donation by Dr Neil Wearne. 

Bingara Doctor’s Residence 

The 84 Finch Street residence which is currently occupied by Doctor Lushanth 
and his family has been renovated.  The renovation included installation of a 
dishwasher, replacement of back sliding and front security door, painting of 
the bathroom ceiling, installation of a blind over the back sliding door, removal 
of old curtain fittings, installation of air conditioning in the main bedroom, and 
replacement of the garage roller door.  The family expressed their gratitude for 
these works and are planning to remain in Bingara for at least three years.  
They recently welcomed their baby girl, Keira, born on 24 August 2019. 

Dr Lushanth has plenty to celebrate, with not only the birth of his new 
daughter, he is also celebrating his success in being accepted into the 
Remote Vocational Training Scheme. This is a highly sought after and greatly 
contended national scheme that provides medical practitioners with structured 
distance education and supervision allowing them to remain working in rural 
and remote areas while they continue to train. This augurs well not only for Dr 
Lushanth, but also for Bingara, meaning he can continue study without 
compromising the provision of medical services in Bingara. 

Warialda Medical Centre 

Warialda has welcomed Registrar, Dr Beatrice Bimacali, who started at the 
medical centre on 5 August 2019.  Dr Beatrice is a valuable new member of 
the RaRMS team and is part of the GP Synergy Training Program. 

Council resolved at its 28 March 2019 Ordinary Meeting (Ref: 71/19) ‘to 
sponsor a grant application for $200,000 for the Warialda Medical Centre 
upgrade’ under the NSW Government My Community Project funding 
program.  Unfortunately, Council was unsuccessful with the submission and 
the project did not proceed to the public vote. 

SWIMMING POOLS 

Warialda Swimming Pool 

In preparation for the upcoming season, the following works have been 
undertaken at the Warialda Swimming Pool: plant room and main power 
board upgraded, pool and surrounding hob painted, benches repaired and 
painted, rock area fenced off (for security), perimeter fence repaired, kiosk 
entry floor repainted, and plant room backwash cement hob replaced. The 
works were completed within budget. 

The lessee plans to open the pool two weeks in advance and will monitor the 
effectiveness of the new heating infrastructure and blankets.  This period is at 
the expense of the lessee and of their own initiative. 
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Bingara Swimming Pool 

A public meeting was held on Wednesday, 7 August 2019 to discuss the 
Bingara Swimming Pool Precinct.   

At this meeting Gwydir Shire Council advised the attendees that over the last 
twelve months Council had sought advice from three independent specialists 
as to whether the 33 metre pool can be repaired. All three stated, after 
extensive onsite assessments, that the pool cannot be repaired and needs to 
be replaced. 

In addition, Council advised that no further monies will be invested in trying to 
repair the ageing and damaged structure as nothing will overcome the 
instability of the south-western corner and the area where the water is 
continually leaking through. 

Council has obtained an opinion of costs for the construction of a 25 metre 
pool with six lanes and an access ramp and stairs with a 2.5 metre depth 
being $1,374,900.  
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These costs include the demolition and removal of the existing 33 metre pool, 
engineered fill to the excavation area, services augmentation, re plumb the 
existing filter system, a new above ground backwash detention tank, and new 
concourses to link the proposed new splash pool and amenities building. 

At the meeting, Council also described the new splash pool and activities 
building which is externally funded by the NSW and Federal Governments.  

This splash pool project will include the demolition and removal of the existing 
wading pool, engineered fill to the excavation area, services augmentation, a 
new plant room, balance tank, filtration plant and UV filter, new concourses, 
shade structures and a new shallow water splash pool structure including 
water features.  

The activities building will include the upgrade of the existing amenities, 
construction of a new all access amenities, upgrade of the existing kiosk and 
construction of a new activity room. 

Initially, Council had considered constructing a splash pad but after 
consultation with the community stakeholders it was felt that a splash pool 
with a body of water which allows toddlers to float, blow bubbles and become 
water aware was the preferred option. 

The attendees at the meeting unanimously supported Council to proceed with 
the construction of a new 25 metre pool.  Councillor Catherine Egan, Deputy 
Mayor, stated at the meeting that Council will seek further external funding for 
the new pool.  

The Bingara Swimming Pool will open as normal this season. A priority has 
been to identify and repair tiles in the pool to minimise the number of minor 
cut injuries.  The condition of the pool’s tiles will be monitored throughout the 
season. 

COUNCIL’S CLEANING CONTRACT 

Council is yet to undertake a tender process for its cleaning contract.  
However, the tasks undertaken by contracted staff continue to be of a high 
standard. During the reporting period, in addition to the scheduled regular 
program, cleaning was completed at: 

Warialda Access Toilets (on Reedy Creek) – call out 

The Bingara Orange Festival - Civic Centre, Bingara 

Warialda Wombats – home games – Recreation Stadium, Showground, 
Warialda 

10 Olive Pyrke Terrace, Warialda – vacancy clean 

113 Long Street, Warialda – refresh clean before re-letting 

Unit 2 Whitfeld Place, Bingara – refresh clean due to long vacancy 

Unit 1 Plunkett Street, Warialda – refresh clean before re-letting 

Enterprise with Energy Launch - Warialda Memorial Hall 

National Australia Bank, Bingara – refresh clean before settlement 

The following Council buildings were added to the contract cleaning program: 

Amenities at the All Abilities Park, Warialda 
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Amenities at the Warialda Cemetery 

Delungra CHSP Day Centre 

At Council’s August meeting, the cleanliness and condition of the public 
amenities in Cunningham Park, Bingara was raised.  Public amenities are 
cleaned once a day early in the morning. Following the meeting the toilet 
doors had new locks fitted and the cistern repaired. 

GOVERNANCE 

Council staff assisted Councillors with the completion and lodgement of the 
NSW Electoral Commission disclosures. 

Council staff are currently reviewing Human Resources policies. The draft 
policies will be presented to the Consultative and Safety Committee Meeting 
over the coming months and then, following feedback, the final drafts will be 
adopted by Council under delegation. 

Declarations of Interest 
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Customer Service Requests  

 

 
 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

 THAT the Monthly Executive Report for August 2019 be received 

 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

There are no attachments for this report.  
 
 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 307/19 

 THAT the Monthly Executive Report for August 2019 be received. 

 (Moved Cr Young, seconded Cr Galvin) 
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Item 3 Monthly Organisation and Community Development 
Report for August 2019  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  5. Organisational Management 

OUTCOME: 5.1 CORPORATE MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGY: 5.1.3 Administrative functions - GM - internal 

AUTHOR Organisational and Community Development Director  

DATE 5 September 2019        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 

IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 

The monthly Organisation and Community Development report details the 
activities carried out by the Department during August 2019. 

BACKGROUND 

The monthly Organisation and Community Development report forms part of a 
regular reporting regime.  The purpose of the report is to inform Council of the 
activities carried out within the Department. 

COMMENT 

AGED CARE SERVICES 

Naroo Aged Care Facility, Warialda 

Current Occupancy 

Occupancy:     36/36 with one resident in Naroo on respite care but will 
remain permanently.  There is a waiting list.   

Meetings: General staff meeting held on 21 August was well attended.  
Results from Royal Commission and New Aged Care Standards were 
discussed. 

Recruitment: Two casual kitchen hands have been recruited and have 
commenced orientation. 

Building Works: Plans for kitchen extension have been completed. Awaiting 
tender results.  Kitchen staff are aware of the need to commence planning 
with Management on how food services will be implemented when work 
commences. 

Activities: During August residents enjoyed ‘Flower Power day’ and some 
enjoyed the regular shopping trips. 
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Naroo Staff Training – year to date 

Staff Training  Attendance 

Montessori Workshop Dementia activities - 
Goondiwindi 

1 x Activities 
officer 

Dementia Essentials Course - Inverell 4 x staff 

Cultural Diversity in Ageing In progress 

Must read – Open Disclosure Policy In progress 

Must read – Dignity of Risk Policy In progress 

Must read – Management of 
Witnessed/Unwitnessed Fall 

In progress 

Elder Abuse – All staff 100% 

Food Safety Handling – Kitchen Staff In Progress 

Use of Restraints – Care staff In Progress 

Medication Management – Use of Syringe 
Driver – Care staff 

In Progress 

Must read - Drug and Alcohol Policy 94% 

Must read - Employee Assistance Program 94% 

Must read - Code of Conduct 48% 

Must read - Recover at Work Policy 48% 

 

Naroo Bond Report – August 2019 is Attachment 1 
 
WHS Report – August 2019 

WHS Performance Summary for August is Attachment 2. 

There were 7 incidents reported in August 2019: three vehicles damaged (1 
private), two personal injuries, one kangaroo strike and one property damage 
incident where a water truck carrying out a water delivery broke a 240v 
service line to a house. 

The total number of incidents is summarised below. 
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Incident Type 

 

Incident actions 

 

New significant incidents  

On Wednesday 28 August, a Council watercart impacted and broke a live 
240v service line while carrying out a potable water delivery at Warialda Rail.  
There were no injuries or damage apart from the service line which was 
replaced within two hours by Essential Energy.  The incident was reported to 
SafeWork NSW who advised that the incident did not require a formal 
investigation.  The investigation by Council staff concluded that the operator 
was not following correct procedures and that the service line was not 
identified in a site induction and controls put in place to manage the risk.  
Additional training has been arranged to address the issue.  

Significant issues for management consideration - Nil 
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Gwydir Shire Commonwealth Home Support Program – Bingara, 
Delungra and Warialda 

 

BINGARA CHSP 

August was yet another busy month for Bingara CHSP. 
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The regular Tuesday morning teas are averaging 15 - 18 clients. 

The regular clients attending the day centre are busy knitting a variety of 
squares which go to a charity called Wrapped with Love and are made into 
blankets. They are then distributed throughout Australia to anyone in need. 

The unsold items from the Orange Festival have been donated to Westmead 
Children’s Hospital in Sydney. 

Coordinator attended an informative two day Transport Forum in Narrabri 
during August.  

Two clients were transported to Ag Quip this year. 

WARIALDA / DELUNGRA 

Transport numbers have been average during August. 

Clients enjoy bingo and lunch at the centre on Mondays. 

Five Warialda clients enjoyed an outing to Inverell for lunch and a little 
shopping during August. 

The quarterly Advisory Committee meeting was held at Delungra Day Centre 
in August. 

The Delungra Day Centre will now be cleaned by contract cleaners fortnightly.  
A request has been made to Council’s Building Services to repair/replace part 
of the side fence. 

Roxy Theatre Monthly Report – August 2019 

Usage of the Theatre 

 

Conference Room 
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The Black Dog Ball committee 
held another successful event 
in the Roxy Theatre with the 
emphasis on giving back to the 
people rather than raising 
funds this year. The Black Dog 
team and their many 
volunteers decorated the 
theatre in simple elegance and 
the event was well attended by 
approximately 130 guests. 
 

The use of the Theatre, Trade Training Kitchen and Candy Bar was again 
kindly donated by Gwydir Shire Council. 

Five of the primary schools in Gwydir region attend the live puppet 
performance of Roald Dahl’s the Twits at The Roxy in August.  A total of 155 
students along with their teachers from Bingara Central School, Croppa Creek 

Primary School, St Joseph’s 
Primary School Warialda 
and Barraba and Tulloona 
Primary Schools thoroughly 
enjoyed the hour long 
performance.  
 

The Principal from the Tulloona School advised 
that the children talked about the performance all 
the way home and were still excited about it the 
next day.  
 

 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

Retail Revamp Workshop - presented by Visual Experience in partnership 
with Gwydir Shire Council and the Office of the NSW Small Business 
Commissioner. 

Local Bingara businesses were provided with the opportunity to participate in 
a two-stage retail revamp workshop during August. The first stage covered the 
theory of visual merchandising where retailers gained valuable and practical 
skills from visual merchandising expert Carol Bagaric, learning how to make 
better use of space, product arrangement, and signage to tell the story of their 
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product or service and be empowered to take on the challenging times head 
on. 

As part of the second stage Carol visited each retail store one-on-one to 
advise on potential changes to improve visual presence and increase sales. 

The works shops were extremely well received by all. 

 
One suggested change for the window in the Bingara VIC 

Enterprise with Energy 

‘The Idea Factory – Enterprise with Energy’ was launched at the Warialda 
Town Hall on 22 August 2019.  This is a joint initiative between Warialda High 
School and Gwydir Shire Council that aims to encourage Warialda High 
school students, as well as others with great business ideas, to jump in and 
start their own small business.   

The initiative will see budding entrepreneurs submit their business idea to a 
panel of judges. Along the way, these applicants will be provided with advice 
and support to fully develop their concept, and to ensure their ideas become a 
viable and sustainable business. Information such as budgeting, business 
planning, marketing and tips to navigating red tape will be provided through 
access to expert business advisors. 

To further assist, each applicant will be assigned with a business mentor. 
These mentors are local business men and women with extensive experience 
in their chosen field, who will advise and guide the start-up on a range of 
business matters.  

An added incentive of $500 for the best high school business ideas, and 
$1,000 for the best community business idea was also announced on the 
evening to help get the winning ideas off the ground.  
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Through this initiative, Warialda High School and Gwydir Shire Council are 
hoping to inspire a new generation of entrepreneurs, and help them navigate 
the difficult task of starting a business.  

Special guest speaker, entrepreneur and author, Justin Herald, inspired the 
audience with the story of his meteoric rise to success.  Justin is known for 
taking his last $50 and turning it into a $30 million global brand called Attitude 
Inc.  Since selling his business five years ago, Justin has gone on to write 
eight international best-selling books, and was named the International 
Entrepreneur of the Year in 2006. 

Representatives from Services NSW’s Easy to Do Business program and the 
NORTEC Small Business Advisory Service were also on hand offering 
support and advice to those attendees considering starting their own 
business. 

The launch marks the first stage of the initiative with applications open until 
Friday 11 October. Those interested in submitting a business idea are urged 
to visit the Gwydir Shire Council website to download an application form. 

 
Guest speaker Justin Herald and Principal of Warialda High School Shelly Way. 

CWA Monument Launch - Bingara 

On 15 August, 100 years of the CWA of NSW was recognised with the 
unveiling of a monument in recognition of the centenary. 

A large number of community members were in attendance along with 
representatives from Gwydir Shire Council and over 70 members of the CWA 
of NSW from across the state who travelled from as far away as Dubbo and 
Sydney.  Also in attendance were members of the local Munro family, direct 
descendants of Grace Emily Munro, the founder and first president of the 
Country Women’s Association in 1922. 

Mrs Grace Munro’s grandson, Hugh Munro, addressed the crowd and 
relayed fond memories of his grandmother and her determination and 
tenacity.  



Ordinary Meeting - 26 September 2019 Gwydir Shire 
 Council 

This is page number 35 of the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on Thursday 26 
September 2019 
 
Chairman …………………………………………………………………………………… 

Former Associated Country Women of the World President Mrs Ruth 
Shanks AM officially launched the memorial on behalf of Mrs Jenny Mitchell 
OAM, and past president of CWA of NSW, who was the driving force behind 
the establishment of the monument. 

The project was made possible by the Federal Government’s Drought 
Communities Program with assistance by the Gwydir Shire Council.  The 
launch event was an initiative of Gwydir Shire Council. 

 

 

Mayor John Coulton and some of the guests attending the opening of the CWA Monument in 
Bingara 

Gwydir Newspaper 

Now in the fourth week of ownership, Council staff have risen to the challenge 
of coordinating the newly acquired Gwydir News. Former Gwydir News staff 
member Ann Brien has been retained for two days a week coordinating 
accounts and distribution of the publication.  Nikki Adams has been seconded 
to the role of editor and is doing an excellent job publishing the paper each 
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week, making improvements with every issue. Nikki is commended for her 
adaptability and dedication to the project.  A third staff member to be based in 
Bingara for two days a week covering the stories in the south of the shire and 
selling advertising sales is currently being recruited. 

Staffing 

The part time Bingara Services NSW Officer has replaced Nikki Adams as the 
full time Warialda VIC/Services NSW Officer.  A new part time Bingara 
Services NSW Officer has been recruited and is currently undergoing training 
in Parkes for four weeks to learn the Services NSW systems.   This officer will 
also assist at the Warialda Services NSW Centre and VIC two days a week. 

Gwydir Libraries  

Be Connected Tutorials for seniors 

 Participants for month 

Bingara 15 

Warialda 7 

Total 22 
Statistics 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bingara  total programs attendees 

Adult 12 150 

Kids 16 434 

Be connected tech 6 16 

Total  34 600 

Warialda  Total programs Attendees 

Adult 21 39 

Kids programs 9 186 

Be connected tech - - 

Total 30 225 
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Outreach  

 

Regular Programs 

After School Kid’s Program - Bingara after school program numbers have 
dropped on Wednesday and will continue to vary for the remainder of the term 
due to after school sport commitments. Kindy kids have been invited to attend 
for the remainder of the year; lesser numbers on Wednesday will enable staff 
to concentrate more on age appropriate programs. All children registered 
retain their spots once the sporting commitment is complete. 

Ability - the Ability program is offered in both branches enabling the challenge 
group to attend their local library or visit Bingara library for an outing. Bingara 
school special needs students have been invited to attend sessions along with 
special needs members of the community not currently at school. 

Lego Challenge - Library Lego challenge has been very successful. 

Promotion  

 Children’s Book Week (reading is my superpower) was celebrated across 
the Shire. 

 The “Super Librarian” visited Yallaroi Playgroup, Gravesend Preschool 
and St Joseph’s Warialda  

 The Wicked Witch of the south visited Bingara Preschool, Bingara Central 
School and Day Care playgroup. 

 All areas were very happy to have staff visit and help celebrate Book 
Week. There were many, many stories followed by lots of craft. 

Statistics - membership increasing due to promotions of e-resources.  During 
the coming months both libraries will host groups to promote resources, 
especially the new movie streaming service and library app. 

Promotional visits will occur to the outer villages in October to coincide with 
Story Time, Golden Oldies craft sessions and Be Connected tutorials. 

Library Training - both library staff members attended a training session in 
Tamworth, the main focus social inclusion and e-resources. Staff discussed 
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removing fines, more renewals, one book one region, self-service RFID, 
statistics and more. 

VISITOR INFORMATION CENTRES 

Warialda Visitor Information Centre 

June 2019 July 2019 Aug 2019 

Opening hrs = 142.5 Opening hrs = 172.5 Opening hrs = 165 

Volunteer hrs = 44 Volunteer hrs = 29 Volunteer hrs = 38 

Bingara Visitor Information Centre 

June 2019 July 2019 Aug 2019 

Opening hrs = 170 Opening hrs = 181.5 Opening hrs = 179 

Volunteer hrs = 40 Volunteer hrs = 32 Volunteer hrs = 36 
 

Income – Warialda VIC $ Jun $ Jul $ Aug 

Caravan Park  821.00 783.00 994.00 

Plants of Gwydir Shire/Cunningham’s Track 25.00 20.00 0.00 

Centre hire  20.00 40.00 30.00 

Merchandise sales 1,860.75 2,952.10 2,574.15 

Goods on consignment sales 0.00 0.00 90.00 

Subtotal $2,726.75 $3,795.10 $3,688.15 

Less Caravan Park money banked 821.00 783.00 994.00 

Total Monthly Income $1,905.75 $3,012.10 $2,694.15 

 

Income – Bingara VIC $ Jun $ Jul $ Aug 

Products on consignment  49.00 28.00 45.00 

Merchandise 995.70 816.00 1.409.00 

Subtotal $1,044.70 $844.00 $1.454.00 

Less payments to consignees 34.30 19.60 25.95 

Total Merchandise sales/income $1,010.40 $824.40 $1,428.05 

Commission received on event bookings  0 0  

Roxy Tour income $400.00 $245.00 $575.00 

Total Monthly Income Bingara VIC $1,410.40 $1,069.40 $2,003.05 
 

Cranky Rock Sites Jun Jul Aug 

Powered sites 76 100 94 

Unpowered sites 44 44 25 

Total 120 144 119 
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Visitors at Warialda VIC Jun Jul Aug 

Visitors 433 570 467 

RMS clients 272 343 258 

Cafe 177 792 698 

Total Warialda VIC 882 1,705 1,423 
 

Visitors at Bingara VIC Jun Jul Aug 

 478 747 609 

SOCIAL SERVICES – August 2019 

Bingara Neighbourhood Centre 
Funding body – Family and Community Services 

Bingara Neighbourhood Centre has continued to focus on drought relief 
applications with a significant number of farming families registering for the 
Rural Aid assistance as well as registering with several other organisations 
dedicated to drought relief assistance. Police matters and court support have 
also been addressed in this month. 

Be Connected (Broadband for Seniors) 

During August ‘Be Connected’ had 2 new and 6 returning learners. During this 
time lessons varied from how to save emailed documents and images to your 
computer, learning to use ICloud, setting up a passcode or fingerprint for an 
IPad and learning how to use a new device.  

Month Number of participants 

June 12 

July 12 

August 17 
 
Youth Service  
Funding body – Family and Community Services 

Youth Council 

The Gwydir Youth Council held a meeting on 14th of August. A date has been 
set for a movie night on Thursday 5th of December. Catering, movies and 
activities were discussed by several members of the group and have been 
taken back to the whole Youth Council to build ideas to bring to the next 
meeting.  

Joint meetings have been hard to coordinate given times schools have lunch, 
work experience and exams. The need for better communication between 
members of the group was raised and solutions are being discussed. The next 
meeting will be held during September, there will be one in Warialda and one 
in Bingara. 
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During September four members from the Youth Council will be attending the 
2019 NSW Youth Council Conference held in Blacktown. Gwydir Shire 
Council were successful in gaining the $1600 financial subsidy available.  

The conference provides a fantastic opportunity for delegates to network with 
like-minded young leaders from across the state to connect, share, unpack 
and develop innovative solutions to current issues and unlock their capacity 
as future leaders in their communities. 

Youth Mentoring Program 
The Youth mentoring program has been assisting young people with 
Centrelink, Medicare, homelessness, behaviour management and grief.  

Bryan McAuley, a rural caseworker from the Salvation Army, continues to 
work with a young person offering financial counselling and the Positive 
Lifestyle Program.  

 

 

 

 

Bingara Toy Library 
Funding body – Early Childhood Education and Care Directorate 
NSW Department of Education and Communities 

Month Number of participants 

August 3 

Particulars June July August 

Toy Library 
Members- children 
utilising the service 

27 children 
KSK program 

39 children 
61 KSK program 

44 children 
76 KSK program 

Toy Library Members 
- Parents/Adults 
attending 

21 adults 35 adults 35 adults 

Total memberships at 
Bingara Toy Library 

13 borrowers 

20 non borrowers 

0 birth 

11 borrowers 

21 non borrowers

0 birth 

12 borrowers 

22 non borrowers 

0 birth 

Toys returned 6 13 13 

Toys borrowed 6 15 11 

Children/ Group 
using toys (members) 

6 10 + Drs surgery 9 

Craft/songs/stories/ 

Free play 

19 children 

14 adults 

25 children 

21 adults 

20 children 

15 adults 
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Nine children were welcomed to the Shire with a Birth Certificate Ceremony 
during the regular monthly Bubz Biz session. Cr Tiffany Galvin presented the 
families with their packs and a small gift for their baby before everyone 
enjoyed a light morning tea.  

Debbie Armstrong, Child and Family Health Nurse attended to weigh and 
measure babies for the blue book records. 

Mothers Group morning was an information session on child restraints with 
each family going home with a child safety door sticker, road sign stickers, 
statistical information and a page of important websites to look at, to further 
inform them of the rules and regulation surrounding child safety in the car. 

The after school Kool Skool Kids program had a joint afternoon with the public 
library children on Tuesday 13 August. The boys made vegetable scrolls and 
apple and cinnamon scrolls which they shared with the girls. The girls created 
individual crafts using felt and glue. 

To further educate and save shires landfill sites, collection bins have been 
sourced and are now in the front foyer of the Toy Library for families to recycle 
their waste. Phones, household batteries and printer ink cartridges are the first 
to be targeted. 

Bingara CWA donated $653.23 to the toy library to purchase three sets of 
table and chairs to update the main toy room area.  

Supported Playgroup Development Worker 

Funding body – Family and Community Services 
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Warialda Toy Library outside activities 

Significant events for the month of August included: 

1 August - Cooking took place at the service on this morning, children 
participated in the process of making pikelets in preparation for morning tea. 
12 Children attended on this day. 

6 August – Children were provided with an opportunity to explore their 
creative play skills, engaging in a playdough making and creation morning. 
Face painting also took place at the service on this day. 10 Children attended 
the service on this day. 

On 8 August feathers, sand and paint were made available for the children 
attending the service. Fine motor, creative and sensory play were 
incorporated in this experience and information provided to families regarding 
the importance of such play was distributed. 10 Children attended this 
morning play session. 

9 August – ‘Munch and move’ was the focal point for the morning play 
session. Children were provided with various fruits and fruit kebabs were 
made, with each child having a parent or carer assist them. Discussions were 
prompted about the goodness of fruit with the children and families were given 
information about the importance of nutrition and active play. On this day 15 
Children attended the service 

An information morning, about sensory play was held on Monday 12 August. 
Families were encouraged to share ideas on, and their understanding of 
sensory play. A sensory play information handout, was provided to all families 
in attendance on this day. 8 Children attended the service on this day. 

On 13 August a park play morning session took place, with families gathering 
in the park for the morning play session. A picnic morning tea was catered for, 
with the attending families bringing along a plate to share. Gross motor play 
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was at the forefront of this session and families were provided information 
regarding the importance of play, incorporating gross motor skills. 14 Children 
attended this play session. 

On 15 August an interactive story time session took place on this morning. 
Families were then encouraged to spend some time during the remainder of 
the session to read a book to their child. This session also provided children 
with the opportunity to utilise PVA glue and pasta as they explored the collage 
table, enhancing their creative play skills. 8 Children attended on this day. 

The child and family health nurse was made available for families on 19 
August. This service provides families with the opportunity to visit a play 
environment, while also ensuring blue book schedules and or immunizations 
are kept up to date and enables parents to discuss any queries they may have 
relating to baby feeding, sleeping, weight, hearing, sight and general routines 
and or health with a professional of the field. 7 Children attended this 
morning’s play session. 

20 August – Children attending the service celebrated book week with a 
special, super hero story time taking place in the town library. 9 Children 
participated in this play session. 

22 August – Children engaged in a creative and sensory play experience, 
creating ‘mud’ and using the toy library jungle and farm animals to stomp, 
swim and hide in the mud. 10 Children took part in this play session. 

26 August – A fine motor skills handout was provided for families, 
encouraging the skill be encouraged at home for their children. This handout 
included simple at home experiences that could be incorporated in routine 
activities and discussed why fine motor skills are an important component of 
learning for children. 9 Children attended the service on this day. 

Music and movement took place on August 27, with children first taking time 
to create their own maraca using paper plates and rice. On this day 10 
Children attended the service. 

On 30 August children spent time creating father’s day craft. 14 Children 
attended on this day. 

 

Playgroup spent time discussing the ideas surrounding school readiness with 
parents during August.  Information relating to transition to school dates and 
what to expect as children begin to prepare for this transition were discussed. 
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As the end of the year approaches, cognitive and social and emotional based 
play skills have been encouraged with regular name and number recognition 
experiences being routinely incorporated into each playgroup session as well 
as interactive and dramatic play. Information for families on how to best 
support their child during this transition has been catered for, and a simple 
self-help check list for children, distributed to all families with children heading 
off to school in 2020. 

During August, Bingara Playgroup welcomed a rugby tots program, which 
encouraged numbers in to the group with a total of 12 children having 
attended this morning play session. This experience encouraged gross motor 
skills, coordination and supported social skills for all children in attendance. 

Bingara Preschool 

Funding body - Early Childhood Education and Care Directorate 
NSW Department of Education and Communities 

Days June July August 

Tuesday 23 24 24 

Wednesday 21 22 22 

Thursday 24 24 24 

Friday 24 24 25 

Debora Armstrong the Community Health Nurse for Hunter New England 
Health visited Bingara Preschool on 13 August.  Debora spent time with 
children discussing healthy eating and also spoke on the importance of dental 
hygiene. Debbie will be visiting Preschool again on Thursday 29 August to 
conduct ear checks on the children.  

On Friday 16 August, Kate Reed from the Department of Education arrived at 
Bingara Preschool to conduct a surprise compliance visit. The compliance 
visit centred on documentation requirements including: staff files, children’s 
enrolment information, medications, excursions, fire drills and first aid 
requirements. Kate did bring to Bingara Preschool’s attention, the new 
requirement for a risk assessment to be compiled in relation to potential bus 
emergencies. The Social Services manager and the Bingara Preschool 
Director developed this risk assessment and sent it through to Kate, early the 
following week.  All documentation complied with the Education and Care 
Regulations and National Quality Framework requirements.  

At Bingara Preschool we celebrated Book Week (20 – 23 August). The 
children dressed up as their favourite characters. The Bingara Librarian visited 
and she read some stories to the children at Bingara Preschool.  

On Thursday 22 August, Bingara Preschool children and staff attended an 
excursion to Touriandi. The children performed the dances: Tooty Ta, Baby 
Shark and Let’s Twist. The children mingled with the residents, discussing the 
children’s costumes and what month their birthdays fell in. The children also 
shared morning tea with the residents. It was a wonderful morning out for 
everyone.  
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Dress up for Book Week at Preschool 

Tharawonga Mobile Resource Unit 

Funding body – Department of Education | Department of Employment Australian 
Government  

 

Enrolled and attending families have been heavily impacted by the drought. 
Tharawonga child numbers are reducing as parent’s jobs become 
unsustainable and families move to districts less drought affected. To combat 
the loss of children from the Tharawonga service the Director and Gravesend 
Group Leader have held a Promotional Preschool in the Park in Pallamallawa 
on Monday 26 August from 10am-12pm. One student was gained for the 
service at Gravesend on Fridays. 

Child Assessments 

Hearing tests and StEps assessments for eyesight are planned for September 
and Oral Care is being delivered by Warialda Community Health Nurse. The 
Tharawonga Director has had the App for Sound Scout downloaded and will 
be doing assessments for each child also.  

Half yearly reports have been done for transitioning children. Parent/teacher 
interviews are underway. Some of the schools have already started their 
transition classes.  
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Yetman - The three children transitioning to Yetman School had an excursion 
to the school with educators. They were thrilled with the chickens and worm 
farms and wonderful climbing frame over the sandpit. Children asked if they 
could use the climbing frame next year when they attend school.  

Tulloona - Tulloona Public School has transition throughout the whole year. 
Three of the five Tulloona children are starting school next year which will 
leave the service very low in numbers.  

Gravesend - educators have been busy preparing children for transition in 
Term 4. The Gravesend Group Leader has set goals to be met for each child 
per term. School readiness and independence are strongly encouraged for all 
ages with skills such as making their own beds at rest time, putting their lunch 
boxes and drink bottles in the fridge and personal name recognition, shape 
and colour recognition.  

The Bingara Librarian visited Gravesend service on 23 August 2019. The 
children enjoyed a story and craft session. 

North Star -The Tharawonga Director and School Principal from North Star 
are having a meeting in the next two weeks to discuss transition programs at 
the school. North Star service will lose five children to school in 2020. 
Discussions have been underway about possibly offering a second day at 
North Star next year. This was very well received.  

Crooble - is now steady with eight children. Two children are moving on to 
school next year. There are a possible two new enrolments at Crooble coming 
from Croppa Creek. 

Yallaroi - is steady at eleven children and losing only three children to school 
next year. The Yallaroi children were visited by Bingara Librarian on 21 
August. 

CONCLUSION 

The activities carried out by the Organisation and Community Development 
Department are in line with the 2019/2020 Operational Plan and otherwise as 
directed. 

CONSULTATION 

Consultation has occurred within the Organisation and Community 
Development Directorate. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Policy implications are those relating to the 2019/2020 Operational Plan and 
the Policies of Gwydir Shire Council. 

FINANCIAL, ECONOMIC and RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS (including 
Asset Management) 

The activities carried out by the Organisation and Community Development 
Department are in line with the 2019/2020 Operational Plan. 
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SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS (Social and Environment) 

The activities undertaken by the Organisation and Community Development 
Department regarding social and environmental factors are targeted in line 
with the 2019/2020 Operational Plan. 
 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the Monthly Organisation and Community Development Report for 
August 2019 be received 

 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

AT- Naroo Bond Report for August 2019  
AT- WHS Performance Summary for August 2019 
   
 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 308/19 

THAT the Monthly Organisation and Community Development 
Report for August 2019 be received 

  (Moved Cr Dixon OAM, seconded Cr Moore) 
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Item 4 Recommendations from the Gwydir Drought Forum held 
on 12 September 2019  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  1. A healthy and cohesive community 

OUTCOME: 2.1 OUR ECONOMY IS GROWING AND SUPPORTED 

STRATEGY: 4.2.2 Work in partnership to plan for the future - GM - 
external 

AUTHOR General Manager  

DATE 16 September 2019        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 

TABLED ITEMS Nil 

BACKGROUND 

At its Ordinary Meeting on 29 August 2019, Council agreed to hold a Drought 
Forum and invite delegates from the local community with a view to develop a 
submission to present to State and Federal Governments with suggestions for 
consideration for additional assistance in this current drought. 

COMMENT 

Representatives from local businesses, service clubs, schools, medical 
services and NSW Farmers were invited to attend a Drought Forum on 
Thursday 12 September, 2019.  

NSW Drought Coordinator, Mr Jock Laurie and Pamela Welsh, Chair of the 
New England North West Drought Task Group were also invited and were in 
attendance. 

Attached are the suggestions that were put forward at the Forum.  

Also attached are the notes from the Gwydir Drought Forum including details 
of the Rural Aid Country Town Makeover Initiative with submissions closing 30 
September 2019. 
 

FORUM RECOMMENDATION TO COUNCIL 

 THAT the report be received 

FURTHER that the attached submission be forwarded to the relevant 
State and Federal Ministers  

FURTHER that Council apply to Rural Aid under the Country Town 
Makeover Initiative. 
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ATTACHMENTS 

AT-  Notes from Gwydir Drought Forum
   
 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 309/19 

 THAT the report be received 

FURTHER that the attached submission be forwarded to the 
relevant State and Federal Ministers  

FURTHER that Council apply to Rural Aid under the Country Town 
Makeover Initiative (Ref: 310/19). 

(Moved Cr Young, seconded Cr Smith) 
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Item 5 Tender for supply and delivery of bulk fuel  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  5. Organisational Management 

OUTCOME: 5.1 CORPORATE MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGY: 5.1.1 Financial management and accountability systems - 
CFO - internal 

AUTHOR General Manager  

DATE 16 September 2019        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 

IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 

This report is to advise the Council that tenders are about to be called for the 
supply of Bulk Fuel to the Council. 

TABLED ITEMS Nil 

BACKGROUND 

Council's existing supplier of fuels is Roger Moore’s Pty Limited of Warialda. 
This has been the case since prior to the creation of Gwydir Shire Council in 
2004.  

Council last tendered the supply and delivery of fuel in 2010, where Roger 
Moore’s Pty Ltd was selected as the preferred tenderer and awarded the 
work. Council’s 2018 spend in fuel exceeded $700,000 

During Council’s 2018 annual audit, the Auditor General’s Office noted that 
several of the Council’s regular suppliers of goods and services, such as 
Roger Moore Pty Ltd, exceeded the allowable annual tender threshold (then 
$150,000). The threshold has been increased to $250,000 in a recent 
amendment to the regulation.  

Section 55 of the Local Government Act requires Council to either: 

a) go to tender for all spends over $250,000; or; 

b) procure goods and services from a supplier who has a contract with 
Local Government Procurement (LGP), being BP Australia. 

As part of Council's operations, it maintains a wide range of vehicles and plant 
that use unleaded petrol, diesel, and various oil and lubricant products 
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COMMENT 

This tender would encompass the supply and delivery of Diesel, Unleaded 
Fuel and Adblue to the Bingara, Warialda and North Star depots as well as 
the four mobile tankers used in the northern part of the shire. 

Tendering will allow a bulk discount rate that is cheaper than the commercial 
rate of supplying. The tender will not result in a fixed price over the term (2 
years plus a further option of 12 months) due to the nature and fuel and 
transport costs. The contract will contain mechanisms which govern how fuel 
and transport pricing is determined and when pricing can be reviewed 

CONCLUSION 

The Council met with representatives from Roger Moore’s Pty Limited to 
advise them that the Council would be calling tenders and the reason behind 
this requirement. 

In addition the process the Council has been through to try and maintain the 
current bulk fuel arrangement and remain within the requirements of the 
legislation were outlined to Roger Moore’s Pty Limited. The following points 
were also passed on: 

BP Australia currently holds a contract with Local Government Procurement 
(LGP), however, BP did not list any subcontractors in their tender response 
and therefore contract with LGP 

 Campbell’s Fuel Services did not respond to the LGP Fuel Tender and 
are not listed as an approved LGP Supplier 

 Whilst Campbell’s Fuel Services is a BP distributor, BP is unwilling to 
list Campbell’s as their distributor under the LGP Fuel contract 

 It should be noted though, if Campbell’s were an authorised LGP 
supplier, all dealings would be with Campbell’s directly as Roger Moore 
Pty Ltd would only be delivering (not distributing) the fuel 

 The Council is quite happy with the service currently being provided 
and this will be taken into account as will the local nature of the 
business operation. 

It is intended to issue the tender documentation in October 2019 via Council’s 
online portal, hosted by TenderLink. 

The tender will be released to an open market and the tenderers will have 
approximately 60 days to respond and Council will assist them through this 
process as much as possible.  

The tender responses would be assessed using a weighted scoring process 
and the overall score will acknowledge the locality of the business in respect 
to the Gwydir Shire. 

The Contract would commence in 2020. 
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OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

 THAT the Council notes that tenders are about to be called for the 
 supply of Bulk Fuel to the Council. 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

There are no attachments for this report.  
 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 311/19 
 

THAT the Council notes that tenders are about to be called for the 
supply of Bulk Fuel to the Council. 

(Moved Cr D Coulton, seconded Cr Young) 
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Item 6 Monthly Technical Services Report for August 2019  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  5. Organisational Management 

OUTCOME: 5.1 CORPORATE MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGY: 2.1.1 Plan for and develop the right assets and 
infrastructure - TS -external 

AUTHOR Manager, Engineering Services  

DATE 17 September 2019        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 

BACKGROUND 

The monthly Technical Services report has been identified by Council as the 
process of reporting the activities carried out monthly by the Technical 
Services Department. 

COMMENT 

1. TECHNICAL SERVICES AND ADMINISTRATION 

Technical Services infrastructure, planning, design and surveys were carried 
out in-house. The Technical Services staff continue to provide customer 
service to the Gwydir Shire residents. 

2. ENGINEERING SERVICES 

Warialda Truck wash 

Concreting works continue on the truck wash site. All floors and some walls of 
the sludge treatment pits have been poured with formwork being erected for 
remaining walls. Concreting works are being completed by Lachlan Hall 
Construction. Council staff continue work on the site with maintenance staff 
commencing erection of the solar light network for the facility. All lighting for 
the truck wash will be solar powered. Solar lighting is both cheaper to run and 
cheaper to install as it does not need to be part of the electrical distribution 
network.  
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Warialda Truck Wash, amenities block and tank pad 

 
Regional Road Capital Works 

Construction of a new triple cell pipe culvert on North Star Road near 
Postmans Gully has been completed. The new formation has been 
constructed and sealed. The culvert structure replaced a causeway with a 
significant dip midway through a corner. This poor coordination of horizontal 
and vertical geometry has been addressed with the new formation which will 
also provide flood proofing to improve access during large rain events. 

Unsealed Roads 

Drought conditions continue to impact maintenance and construction 
activities. No works are able to be carried out now without water trucks always 
accompanying graders. Several resheeting projects have been postponed 
until significant rain is received. 

Due to the increased cost associated with using watercarts in construction 
and maintenance, the practice will be ceased before December. It is hoped 
that the maintenance backlog created by drought will be addressed with the 
aid of $500 million announced by Deputy Premier John Barilaro in February 
2019 to assist councils in repairing, maintaining and sealing important local 
roads. 
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Reserve Creek Road Resheeting 

5km of Reserve Creek Road (3.0km to 8.0km from Adams Scrub Road) was 
resheeted in August. A local granite material was used for the project. Water 
was not available on site and was carted from the Warialda Town supply to 
complete the works. 

Unsealed Road Maintenance 

The following roads received maintenance grades in August: 

 Horton Road 
 Terry Hie Road 
 Caroda Road 
 Adams Scrub Road 
 Gulf Creek Road 
 Nooroo Road 
 Nunga Road 
 Singapoore Road 
 Bundilla Road 
 Carlington Lane 
 Campbells Lane 
 Dunrobyn Road 
 Mungle Road 
 IB Bore Road 
 Tucka Tucka Road 
 Goat Road 
 Peates Road 

Roads Maintenance Council Contract – Works Orders issued by RMS 

All Work Orders issued by RMS are quality assurance schedule of rates 
projects carried out by Council staff under the Roads Maintenance Council 
Contract with Roads and Maritime Services. 

A final design has been completed and approved for segment 5340 on MR63 
Fossickers Way. This segment is programmed to be rehabilitated early in 
2020. Works are still in progress for the pedestrian access ramps onto the 
northern side of Campbell Bridge in Bingara and both sides of the Copeton 
Dam Road intersection. Crew members have finished pouring the concrete 
path on the northern approach, with only half a footpath length on Copeton 
Dam Road to be poured this week. Additional works have also included the 
installation of new guardrail end terminals and a disability safety rail along the 
outside of the northern path. 

Works proposals have been submitted for the survey and design of three 
segments, programmed for rehabilitation next financial year. These segments 
include 5150 and 5255 on MR63 Fossickers Way and 8270 on HW12 Gwydir 
Highway. The survey and design works are scheduled for submission to the 
RMS before Christmas 2019. Further programmed works this financial year 
will include approximately 4 weeks of heavy patching throughout various 
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segments, where required. No reseals are programmed for completion this 
financial year. 

Routine maintenance continues each week undertaking inspections, rest area 
services, vegetation control and bitumen repairs. 

HW12 Gwydir Highway – Warialda HPV Route Intersection Works 
Authorisation Deed (WAD) 

The WAD for the Warialda HPV Route Intersection works has now been 
approved by RMS, with a set of plans returned, stamped “accepted for 
construction”. Further lighting design diagrams are currently being undertaken 
by the RMS, but are being assessed separately to avoid any further delays in 
starting the construction stage of the project. Pre-construction management 
plans and documentation is currently being submitted, with an anticipated 
construction start date at the beginning of October. 

Other Services 

Street services continued to be maintained for vehicular, pedestrian and 
public conveniences. 

Storm water drainage facilities continue to be maintained. 

Aerodromes at Warialda and Bingara continue to be maintained and 
inspections are done monthly. 

Existing quarry sources are continually being utilised and future sources are 
being investigated as time permits with other competing projects. 

The radio and television towers continued to be maintained. 

3. DESIGN AND ASSET SERVICES 

Survey, design and soil testing is continuing for the 2019-2020 works 
programs. Progress is as follows: 

Asset Revaluations 

Analysis is currently being completed on the asset revaluations. The last four 
years of road rehabilitation jobs and resheeting jobs will be analysed to give 
accurate unit rates. 

Warialda Truckwash 

Survey staff continued survey set out as the project progresses. 

North Star Road – Postmans Gully 

Survey staff continued set out during construction of the project. 

Footpath Inspections 

The footpaths throughout Warialda and Bingara are currently being inspected 
for failures and to check for compliance to the current codes. 

Emergency Action Plans 

Staff are currently reviewing the emergency action plans for the Council 
buildings. 
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4. TOWN SERVICES 

Water and Sewer 

During August water operators attended to 21 service line repairs, five water 
main breaks and 16 sewer blockages. Due to several sewer chokes staff were 
busy doing planned jetting sewer lines in Warialda. 

Bingara, Gravesend and North Star reservoirs were cleaned by contract 
drivers 30th August. 

Truck stop amenities were ‘roughed in’ for internal plumbing for building works 
to proceed. 

Plunkett Street elevated tower was fitted with a new high-pressure pilot 
altitude valve and indicator rod. 

Bingara’s second Dump Point at the Saleyards is now operational. 

 

 

The new dump point near the old Bingara Saleyards 

 

Parks and Gardens 

Gwydir Oval grandstand now complete with footpath constructed between 
canteen and grandstand.  
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Footpath near Gwydir Oval canteen 

 

Staff are adding finishing touches to All Abilities Park in Warialda. 

 

 
All Abilities Park – Warialda 

Weekly Inspections are carried out on Playgrounds across the Shire. 

Regular watering of all parks, ovals and gardens continues due to the 
prolonged drought. 

Parks staff also assisted in the unloading and loading of Drought Relief fodder 
as distributed to local farmers. 
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Unloading drought fodder for distribution (at the Bingara Showground) 

Bingara Showground preparing for the Pulse of Earth Festival 

The Showground car park was line marked and toilets were cleaned in 
preparation for the Pulse of the Earth Festival. 

Other work carried out in preparation for the festival included slashing, 
showground access construction, marking of tent sites, portable toilet delivery, 
painting of the entrance fence and fence around weather station. 
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Water Staff built an access for cars and a safe pedestrian walkway for the Pulse Festival 

Plant and Workshop 

 
P1933 – Lime Spreader 

Major workshop repairs carried out during August included: 

 Modification to the elevated platform at the Truck Wash.  

 Complete overhaul of the lime spreader including change of all oils, 
adjustment to all brakes, replacement of PTO pump, cleaning out 
transmission and prepare for pink slip 

 Replaced all s-cam bushes and brake linings in rear and wheel 
bearings in the Western Star Truck 
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 Split tractor and install new seals into transmission 

 Electrical repairs to compactor  

 Repack wheel bearings new s-cam bushes and brake drums plus 
linings on low loader 

 
Warialda Entry Sign installed on the Mosquito Creek Road town entrance. 

5. DEVELOPMENT AND BUILDING SERVICES  

The Department continues to receive enquiries and provide advice on a range 
of planning and building matters including: 

 Minor structure construction e.g. sheds 

 Commercial opportunities and construction 

 Basix (Building Sustainability Index) 

 Bushfire requirements 

 Building construction standards and requirements 

 Stormwater 

 Licensing and owner builder requirements 

 Fees and charges 

The following Construction Certificate (C/C), Building Information Certificate 
(BIC) and S68 applications have been approved for the month. 

 

There were no Construction Certificate (C/C) applications approved by a 
Private Certifier or lodged with Council during the month. 
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NO. OF COMPLAINTS/INSPECTIONS  

 

BUILDING MAINTENANCE  

The Department continues to receive requests to carry out minor maintenance 
and these are generally dealt with in a timely manner. Otherwise the works 
are scheduled into maintenance staff building activities including new works 
for attention.   

Projects Worked on during August 2019 

Staff worked on the following projects during August: 

 Captain Cook Park Warialda – Commenced installation of shade sail 
over playground equipment. 

 Truck Wash Amenities Building Warialda – Commenced standing of 
frames and roof. 

 Bingara Civic Centre – Framing walls for rooms and demolishing 
amenities.  

 Naroo – Repairs and maintenance.  

 Public Toilets – Repairs and maintenance.  

6. ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES  

The Department continues to receive enquiries and provide advice on a range 
of health matters including 

 Overgrown properties 

 Food premises design and fit-out 

 Food handling practices  

 Mobile food vendors 

 Licensing 

 Water carting  

 Pet ownership 

Water Surveillance  

The Department continues to carry out routine weekly microbiological 
sampling of the water supply in the towns of Warialda and Bingara, fortnightly 
sampling of Gravesend and monthly sampling at North Star. 
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Health Related Inspections for August 2019 

 

Cemeteries 

Both Warialda and Bingara Cemeteries continue to be maintained. 

Food Premise Inspections/Re-inspections 

Food Premise Inspections are completed anually and all food premises within 
the shire have been inspected for 2018/2019.  There were no inspections 
carried out during August 2019.  The graph below shows inspections that 
have been carried out during the previous 6 months.  Enquiries or complaints 
are actioned as necessary. 
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Compliance and Regulatory Control 

Council received complaints regarding roaming stock and dogs, noise, the 
keeping of animals and other concerns during the month of August 2019.  
These are investigated and actioned as necessary and are detailed in the 
following table. 

Inspections and Advice August 2019 

 

Regulatory Activity August 2019 
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Pound Activity August 2019 

 

RIVERSIDE CAMPING 

Council’s Compliance Officer aims to carry out daily checks along the Gwydir 
River to ensure that camping is being conducted in a safe and hygienic 
manner.  Flyers promoting local events and services are distributed to campers 
and enquires from campers are addressed as necessary.  The graphs below 
show total numbers of campers and the distribution of campers at the different 
campsites. 

The Rangers, with the assistance of Parks and Gardens staff, have installed 
new signage at each of the campsites as well as planting over 200 native 
plants.   

The July camping figures for the Gwydir River were unavailable at the time of 
the July report and are included here along with the August camping figures. 
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GRAZING PERMITS 

The demand for Roadside Grazing Permits has remained steady.  As the 
Consent Authority for road reserves, Council has issued concurrence to the 
North West Local Land Services for Roadside Grazing Permits during the 
month of August 2019.  The following graph shows the applications received 
for July 2019 compared to the previous 5 months.  The second graph shows 
the Locality of the applications. 
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WASTE SERVICES 

Scheduled kerbside collection of waste, recycling and green waste was 
carried out throughout the Shire during August. Customer service requests 
are processed and actioned as necessary. 

All Waste Recovery Centres in the Shire continue to be supervised/monitored 
and maintained.  Staff continue to make changes to the site layout and 
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signage to improve onsite operation and access for residents unloading waste 
and recyclable materials. 

Council is continuing to supply mulch from chipped green waste to residents. 

Steel continues to be stockpiled for collection at the Bingara and Warialda 
Waste Recovery Centre.   

The Waste breakdown figures for July were unavailable at the time of the July 
report and are included here.  Waste data figures for August are unavailable 
at the time of reporting. 

Breakdown of Waste Collection for July 2019 
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Recycling Contamination July 2019 

 

Organics Contamination July 2019 

 

NOXIOUS WEEDS CONTROL 

Property Inspection Program 

Staff continue to assist farmers and the community with: 

 Funding advice 

 Noxious weeds advice 

 Property inspections 
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 Spraying of noxious weeds 

 Property inspections are currently being undertaken in Section D. 

Section 28 Noxious Weeds Certificates 

The graph below shows the noxious weeds certificates issued during August 
2019, compared to the previous six (6) months.  

 

Weeds Inspections 

With the drought conditions not even the weeds have been thriving, but the 
recent rains will bring change and the weeds are starting to appear throughout 
the shire.  Property inspections are currently being undertaken in Section D. 

The following graph and chart shows the noxious weeds inspections carried 
out in August 2019 compared to the previous five (5) months.  
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Noxious Weeds Inspections for the month of August 2019 

Areas Inspected N
o

. 

H
a 

 

R
d

 k
m

  

Weeds Present 

Private Property 1 144  Tiger Pear, Rope Pear, Blackberry 

Private Property – High Risk 13 9144  

Tree Pear, Common Pear, Tiger 
Pear, Rope Pear, African Boxthorn, 
Green Cestrum, Mother of Millions, 

Harrisia Cactus  
Roadside 3 221 44.13 African Boxthorn, Tiger Pear 

Roadside – High Risk Pathways 5 187 35 
Tree Pear, Rope Pear, Tiger Pear, 
Green Cestrum, African Boxthorn 

Waterways – High Risk 3 1080  
Tiger Pear, Rope Pear, African 

Boxthorn, Green Cestrum 

Other Council Lands 15 553  

Paterson’s Curse, Tiger Pear, Tree 
Pear, Blackberry, Blue Heliotrope, 
Mother of Millions, Green Cestrum, 

Noogoora Burr, Madeira Vine, 
African Boxthorn, Mimosa Bush, 
Galvanised Burr, Bathurst Burr 

NWLLS Reserves 23 303  

Tiger Pear, African Boxthorn, 
Prickly Pear, Mother of Millions, 

Bathurst Burr, Tree Pear,  
Patterson’s Curse,  Rope Pear,  

Galvanised Burr, Green Cestrum 

Truck stops 6 14  
Mimosa Bush, Common Pear,  

Tree Pear 

Noxious weeds control works for August 2019 

Road/Property Locality 
Weed 
Code 

A
re

a 
H

a 

R
o

ad
 

km
 

H
ig

h
 

R
is

k 
R

o
ad

 

C
o

u
n

ci
l 

R
o

ad
 

O
th

er
 

Allan Cunningham Rd Warialda tp-cp 225 45 1   
Copeton Dam Rd Bingara pc 261.7 52.34 1   
Gwydir River Foreshores Sunnyside tp-t-pc 10   1 
Gwydir River Foreshores Honeymoon tp-t-pc 15   1 
Gwydir River Foreshores Bora Crossing tp-t-pc 10   1 
Gwydir Hwy Warialda mb 289.85 57.97 1  
Killarney Gap Rd Bingara pc 332.50 66.50  1  
Killarney Gap Rd Bingara pc 332.50 66.50  1  
Terry Hie Hie Rd Rocky Creek pc 30.75 6.15  1  
Cobbadah Rd Bingara pc 246.65 49.33  1  
Delungra Rd Myall Creek pc 101.25 20.25  1  
Reedy Creek Warialda GCG 2   1 
Gineroi Rd Warialda Rail tp-p 158.95 31.79  1  

Other Activities 

 Weeds Officers attended Agquip in Gunnedah on 20th & 21st August 

 Weeds Officers attended Weeds Conference in Newcastle from 27th to 
29th August. 2019. 
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RECOMMENDATION 

That the Report by the Technical Services Department on the activities of the 
Department including Notices of Intent, Orders and Penalty Notices issued by 
Council be noted. 

CONCLUSION 

The activities carried out by the Technical Services Department are in line 
with the 2019/2020 Management Plan and otherwise as directed. 

CONSULTATION 

Consultation is carried out within the Technical Services Department during 
the monthly Technical Services team meetings and other relevant persons. 
 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the monthly Technical Services Report for August 2019 be 
received 

 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

There are no attachments for this report.  
 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 312/19 

THAT the monthly Technical Services Report for August 2019 be 
received. 

 
 FURTHER that all the consultants and staff involved in the creation 
 of the various town and village entry signs are commended. 
 
 (Moved Cr Galvin, seconded Cr D Coulton) 
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Item 7 Monthly Investment and Rates Collection Report for 
August 2019  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  5. Organisational Management 

OUTCOME: 5.1 CORPORATE MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGY: 5.1.1 Financial management and accountability systems - 
CFO - internal 

AUTHOR Manager, Finance  

DATE 17 September 2019        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 

BACKGROUND 

At each monthly Ordinary Meeting, the Council is presented with the schedule 
relating to Investments, as at the end of the previous month. 

In accordance with Clause 19(3) of the Local Government (Financial 
Management) Regulation 1993, the following information provides details of 
Council’s funds invested as at 31st August 2019. 
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I, Helen Thomas, Finance Manager and Responsible Accounting Officer for 
Gwydir Shire Council, certify that the Council’s investments have been made 
in accordance with the Local Government Act 1993, Local Government 
(General) Regulation 2005 and Council’s Investment Policy (F.01.03), as 
amended. 

RATES COLLECTIONS 

The graph below represents a comparative of the percentage collections for 
the current year against the two previous rating years.  The current year’s 
collections are up to 31 August 2019. 
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TCorpIM Corer Funds Monthly Report – August 2019  

 
 

 
  



Ordinary Meeting - 26 September 2019 Gwydir Shire 
 Council 

This is page number 94 of the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on Thursday 26 
September 2019 
 
Chairman …………………………………………………………………………………… 

TCorpIM Cash Fund Monthly Report – August 2019 
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TCorpIM Medium Term Growth Fund Monthly Report – August 2019 
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OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the monthly Investment and Rates Collection Report for August 
2019 be received 

 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

There are no attachments for this report.  
 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 313/19 

THAT the monthly Investment and Rates Collection Report for 
August 2019 be received 

(Moved Cr Young, seconded Cr Dick) 
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Item 8 Bingara Riverside Caravan Park, road naming  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  4. Proactive Regional and Local Leadership 

OUTCOME: 4.1 WE ARE AN ENGAGED & CONNECTED COMMUNITY 

STRATEGY: 2.1.1 Plan for and develop the right assets and 
infrastructure - TS -external 

AUTHOR GIS Officer  

DATE 19 September 2019        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 

IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 

The Bingara Riverside Caravan Park has had an upgrade with regard to 
addressing site numbers and naming roads in the park. The park is naming 
the roads to be in keeping with the NSW Addressing Policy. This will make it 
easier for tourists to find their designated area, for permanent residents to 
have an address and for Emergency Services to respond if a need should 
arise. 

BACKGROUND 

Under the NSW Addressing Policy, all roads must be named whether they are 
Council roads, Crown roads, private roads, right of ways or easements 
intended as roads. 

In the NSW Addressing Policy it states:  

“The Geographical Names Board (GNB) advises that Local Government (with 
jurisdiction over the area in which the road is located) are responsible for 
endorsing the authoritative road name and ensuring it is approved by the GNB 
and gazetted, all roads must be named. 

For the purposes of this policy a road is considered to be an area that is open 
to and/or used by the public and is navigable by vehicle or foot and can be 
used for assigning addresses or allowing access between points or to a 
feature.” 

ISSUES AND COMMENT 

Bingara Riverside Caravan Park 

Addressing has been implemented for the Bingara Riverside Caravan Park 
with updated site numbers.  Naming the roads will mean completion of 
addressing for the caravan park.  
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In naming the roads, a consultative process was undertaken with local 
business owners, Council tourism staff, caravan park staff and permanent 
residents resulting in the following names: 

 Big River Way 

 Orange Blossom Way 

 Cinnabar Close and 

 Gum Tree Grove. 

When naming the park’s streets, consideration was given to the district’s 
natural attributes and key tourist areas.  Refer Attachment 1. 

CONCLUSION 

Addressing the Riverside Caravan Park will distinguish between each site and 
give permanent residents an address within the park and make it easier for 
emergency services to respond if a need should arise.  Creating the road 
names will be in accordance with the NSW Addressing Policy. 

CONSULTATION 

Consultation has been conducted with NSW Spatial Services - Department of 
Community Services, Geographical Names Board, Riverside Caravan Park 
residents and staff, Council tourism staff, Geographical Information Services 
Officer and Property and Liaison Manager of Gwydir Shire Council. 

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

The naming of all roads will provide consistency with other government 
authorities and in particular Emergency Services and Australia Post. 

 
 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

 THAT the report be received 

FURTHER that Council approves the naming of Big River Way, Orange 
Blossom Way, Cinnabar Close and Gum Tree Grove for the Riverside 
Caravan Park and that this is sent to the Geographical Names Board for 
approval. 

 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

AT- Map - Riverside Caravan Park, Bingara 
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COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 314/19 

 THAT the report be received 

FURTHER that Council approves the naming of Big River Way, 
Orange Blossom Way, Cinnabar Close and Gum Tree Grove for the 
Riverside Caravan Park and that this is sent to the Geographical 
Names Board for approval. 

(Moved Cr Dixon OAM, seconded Cr Galvin) 
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Map - Riverside Caravan 
Park, Bingara 
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Item 9 Model Code of Conduct - Gifts and Benefits  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  5. Organisational Management 

OUTCOME: 5.1 CORPORATE MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGY: 5.1.1 Financial management and accountability systems - 
CFO - internal 

AUTHOR General Manager  

DATE 20 September 2019        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 

TABLED ITEMS Nil 

BACKGROUND 

Council adopted the Gwydir Shire Council Code of Conduct and Procedures 
for Administration of the Code of Conduct at its Ordinary Meeting on 11 April 
2019.  This revised Code of Conduct was based on the Model Code of 
Conduct for Local Councils in NSW. 

A monetary threshold on the value of gifts was set at $50 in Council’s Code of 
Conduct. 

COMMENT 

Council has received the following correspondence from the Minister for Local 
Government, The Hon. Shelley Hancock MP: 

As you would be aware, the new Model Code of Conduct sets for the first time 
a monetary threshold on the value of gifts that may be accepted by council 
officials. The Office of Local Government (OLG) consulted with councils and 
integrity agencies such as the NSW Ombudsman and the Independent 
Commission Against Corruption, in setting that threshold at $50. The threshold 
now applies uniformly to all council officials including both councillors and 
council staff.  

Out of the 95 submissions received in response to the consultation draft of the 
Model Code of Conduct, only 5 raised concerns about the $50 cap on the value 
of gifts that may be accepted by council officials.  

I have since been approached by a number of mayors and councillors, who 
have raised concerns with me about the appropriateness of the $50 cap on the 
value of gifts that may be accepted by councillors. In particular, it has been 
suggested that the cap on the value of gifts that may be accepted by 
councillors should be raised to $500. 

I am interested to hear the views of other councils on this matter. In particular, I 
would be interested to hear councils’ views on the following: 
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 Whether $50 is an appropriate monetary value for the cap on the value 
of gifts that may be accepted by councillors. 

 If the $50 cap on the value of gifts that may be accepted by councillors 
is not appropriate, at what value should it be set? 

 If it is suggested that the cap on the value of gifts that may be accepted 
should be raised, should it be raised uniformly for all council officials, or 
should it just be raised for councillors and the $50 cap retained for other 
council officials such as council staff.  

 If it is suggested that the cap on the value of gifts that may be accepted 
should be raised for councillors and not for other council officials such 
as council staff, why does your council believe that councillors should 
be subject to a different standard than the one that applies to other 
classes of council officials in relation to the acceptance of gifts. 

I request that councils make a submission to the Office of Local Government 
(OLG) at olg@olg.nsw.gov.au by Friday 8 November 2019. Submissions 
should be marked “Gifts and Benefits Feedback” and marked to the attention of 
OLG’s Council Governance Team. 

This issue was raised at the last Country Mayors’ Meeting where the general 
view was that the conditions that relate to NSW Parliamentarians should apply 
to elected local government councillors. 
 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

 THAT the report be received 

FURTHER that Council make a submission to the Office of Local 
Government recommending that the Model Code of Conduct be 
reviewed to set the same limitation on Councillors that applies to 
members of State Parliament 

FURTHER that the current cap of $50 for council officials remain 
unchanged noting the different social expectations placed onto elected 
officials. 

 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

There are no attachments for this report.  
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COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 315/19 

THAT the report be received 

FURTHER that Council make a submission to the Office of Local 
Government recommending that the Model Code of Conduct be 
reviewed to set the same limitation on Councillors that applies to 
members of State Parliament 

FURTHER that the current cap of $50 for council officials remain 
unchanged noting the different social expectations placed onto 
elected officials. 

 (Moved Cr Dixon OAM, seconded Cr Young)
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Item 10 Certification of the 2018-2019 Financial Statements  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  5. Organisational Management 

OUTCOME: 5.1 CORPORATE MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGY: 5.1.1 Financial management and accountability systems - 
CFO - internal 

AUTHOR Manager, Finance  

DATE 20 September 2019        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 

IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 

The purpose of this report is to comply with statutory requirements in relation 
to the General Purpose and Special Purpose Financial Reports for the year 
ended 30 June 2019, for Gwydir Shire Council. 

Due to material changes being made to the Statements after the Audit 
process, these statements are being presented again for referral. 

The General Purpose and Special Purpose Financial Reports for Gwydir Shire 
Council for the year ended 30 June 2019, have been prepared and are ready 
for Council to refer for audit. 

When the audit is completed, the NSW Audit Office will issue a client service 
report which will be presented along with the audited financial reports to the 
Audit Risk and Improvement Committee for review.  Following this review, the 
financial statements will be put to Council on 26 September 2019 to approve 
for lodgement with the Office of Local Government by 31 October 2019 and 
for public exhibition. 

The audited financial statements and independent auditors report will then be 
presented to Council and the public at the Council meeting to be held 28 
November 2019, in accordance with Section 419 (1) of the Local Government 
Act 1993. 

Section 413(2)(c) requires a Statement, signed by the General Manager, 
Responsible Accounting Officer, Mayor and one Councillor, in the form 
approved by the Council as to its opinion on the General Purpose Financial 
Reports, Special Purpose Financial Reports and any such General 
Schedules. It should be noted that the Statement reflects an opinion only and 
is not legally binding. 

Staff Certification 

The General Manager, Mr Max Eastcott, and the Responsible Accounting 
Officer, Mrs Helen Thomas, certify that to the best of their knowledge, the 
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General Purpose and Special Purpose Financial Reports have been prepared 
in accordance with all statutory requirements and believe the reports present 
fairly the financial position of Gwydir Shire Council at 30 June 2019. 
 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

 THAT the report be received 

FURTHER that in relation to the report “Certification of the 2018/2019 
Annual Financial Reports” for the period ending 30 June 2019, Council: 

(i) Resolve to present the Audited General Purpose and Special 
Purpose Financial Reports, together with the Auditors Reports at a 
Public Meeting to be held as part of Council’s Meeting on 13 
November 2019, in accordance with Section 419 (1) of the Local 
Government Act, 1993; 

(ii) Record as an opinion of the Council pursuant to Section 413 (2c) 
of the Local Government Act 1993 (NSW) (as amended), that the 
General Purpose Financial Reports for Gwydir Shire Council for the 
period ending 30 June 2019: 

(a) have been prepared in accordance with: 

 the Local Government Act 1993 (as amended) and 
Regulations made thereafter 

 the Australian Accounting Standards and professional 
pronouncements; and 

 the Local Government Code of Accounting Practice 
and Financial Reporting; 

(b) the General Purpose Financial Report presents fairly the 
Council’s operating result and  financial position for the year; 

(c) the General Purpose Financial Report accords with the 
Council’s accounting and other records; and 

(d) the signatories are not aware of anything that would make 
the General Purpose Financial Report false or misleading in 
any way. 

(iii) Record as an opinion of the Council pursuant to the Local 
Government Code of Accounting Practice and Financial Reporting, 
that the Special Purpose Financial Reports for Gwydir Shire Council 
for the period ending 30 June 2019: 

(a) have been prepared in accordance with: 

 the NSW Government Policy Statement “Application of 
National Competition Policy to Local Government”; 

 the Division of Local Government Guidelines “Pricing & 
Costing for Council Businesses: A Guide to 
Competitive Neutrality”; 
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 the Local Government Code of Accounting Practice 
and Financial Reporting; and 

(b) the Special Purpose Financial Reports present fairly the 
operating result and financial position for each of the Council’s 
declared Business Activities for the year; 

(c) the Special Purpose Financial Reports accord with the 
Council’s accounting and other records; and 

(d) the signatories are not aware of anything that would make 
the Special Purpose Financial Reports false or misleading in 
any way. 

FURTHER that the reports be authorised for issue 

FURTHER that the reports be referred to Council’s auditors for audit. 

 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

AT- General Purpose Financial Statements for year ended 30 June 2019  
AT- Special Purpose Financial Statements for year ended 30 June 2019  
   
 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 316/19 
 
 THAT the report be received 

FURTHER that in relation to the report “Certification of the 
2018/2019 Annual Financial Reports” for the period ending 30 June 
2019, Council: 

(i) Resolve to present the Audited General Purpose and 
Special Purpose Financial Reports, together with the Auditors 
Reports at a Public Meeting to be held as part of Council’s 
Meeting on 13 November 2019, (Ref: 317/19) in accordance 
with Section 419 (1) of the Local Government Act, 1993; 

(ii) Record as an opinion of the Council pursuant to Section 
413 (2c) of the Local Government Act 1993 (NSW) (as 
amended), that the General Purpose Financial Reports for 
Gwydir Shire Council for the period ending 30 June 2019: 

(a) have been prepared in accordance with: 

 the Local Government Act 1993 (as amended) and 
Regulations made thereafter 

 the Australian Accounting Standards and 
professional pronouncements; and 

 the Local Government Code of Accounting Practice 
and Financial Reporting; 
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(b) the General Purpose Financial Report presents fairly 
the Council’s operating result and  financial position for 
the year; 

(c) the General Purpose Financial Report accords with 
the Council’s accounting and other records; and 

(d) the signatories are not aware of anything that would 
make the General Purpose Financial Report false or 
misleading in any way. 

(iii) Record as an opinion of the Council pursuant to the Local 
Government Code of Accounting Practice and Financial 
Reporting, that the Special Purpose Financial Reports for 
Gwydir Shire Council for the period ending 30 June 2019: 

(a) have been prepared in accordance with: 

 the NSW Government Policy Statement 
“Application of National Competition Policy to 
Local Government”; 

 the Division of Local Government Guidelines 
“Pricing & Costing for Council Businesses: A 
Guide to Competitive Neutrality”; 

 the Local Government Code of Accounting Practice 
and Financial Reporting; and 

(b) the Special Purpose Financial Reports present fairly 
the operating result and financial position for each of the 
Council’s declared Business Activities for the year; 

(c) the Special Purpose Financial Reports accord with the 
Council’s accounting and other records; and 

(d) the signatories are not aware of anything that would 
make the Special Purpose Financial Reports false or 
misleading in any way. 

FURTHER that the reports be authorised for issue 

FURTHER that the reports be referred to Council’s auditors for 
audit. 

 (Moved Cr Smith, seconded Cr Moore)
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Item 11 Internal Audit Committee Resolutions   

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  5. Organisational Management 

OUTCOME: 5.1 CORPORATE MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGY: 5.1.1 Financial management and accountability systems - 
CFO - internal 

AUTHOR General Manager  

DATE 20 September 2019        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 
 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

 THAT the following resolutions from the Internal Audit Committee 
 meeting held on 20th September 2019 are noted: 

 Confirmation of Minutes 

THAT the Minutes of the previous Internal Audit Committee 
Meeting held on Friday 5 July 2019 as circulated be taken as read 
and CONFIRMED. 

 Financial Reports 2018/2019 

THAT the Financial Reports for 2018/19 are received and noted. 

FURTHER that the finance staff are commended and thanked for 
their excellent work in completing the Financial Statements. 

FURTHER the contents of the Interim Auditor’s Management Letter 
are noted together with the significant improvement in the content. 

FURTHER that the final Management Letter be tabled at the next 
Internal Audit Committee Meeting. 

 Draft Climate Change Adaptation Plan 

THAT the Draft Climate Change Adaptation Plan is endorsed. 

FURTHER that the implementation of the plan be reported on to 
the Internal Audit Committee every 6 months. 

 Draft Guidelines for Comment 

THAT the report regarding the discussion paper, “A New Risk 
Management and Internal Audit Framework for Local Councils in 
NSW” is received and noted with a submission to be prepared for 
consideration at the next IA Committee Meeting for lodgement prior 
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to the closing date of 31st December 2019. 

 Chairmanship of the Committee 

 That the following matter is noted: 

It was noted that the Committee will need to address the position of 
Committee Chair at the next meeting due to Mr Tobin’s recent 
appointment as a contracted consultant to the Council. 

 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

There are no attachments for this report.  
 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 318/19 

THAT the following resolutions from the Internal Audit Committee 
meeting held on 20th September 2019 are noted: 

 Confirmation of Minutes 

THAT the Minutes of the previous Internal Audit Committee 
Meeting held on Friday 5 July 2019 as circulated be taken as 
read and CONFIRMED. 

 Financial Reports 2018/2019 

THAT the Financial Reports for 2018/19 are received and 
noted. 

FURTHER that the finance staff are commended and thanked 
for their excellent work in completing the Financial 
Statements. 

FURTHER the contents of the Interim Auditor’s Management 
Letter are noted together with the significant improvement in 
the content. 

FURTHER that the final Management Letter be tabled at the 
next Internal Audit Committee Meeting (Ref: 319/19). 

 Draft Climate Change Adaptation Plan (Ref: 320/19) 

THAT the Draft Climate Change Adaptation Plan is endorsed. 

FURTHER that the implementation of the plan be reported on 
to the Internal Audit Committee every 6 months. 

 Draft Guidelines for Comment (Ref: 321/19) 

THAT the report regarding the discussion paper, “A New Risk 
Management and Internal Audit Framework for Local Councils 
in NSW” is received and noted with a submission to be 
prepared for consideration at the next IA Committee Meeting 
for lodgement prior to the closing date of 31st December 2019. 
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Chairmanship of the Committee (Ref: 322/19) 

That the following matter is noted: 

It was noted that the Committee will need to address the 
position of Committee Chair at the next meeting due to Mr 
Tobin’s recent appointment as a contracted consultant to the 
Council. 

 (Moved Cr Smith, seconded Cr D Coulton)
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Cr Stuart Dick 
 

Aionious (Ref: 323/19) 

Cr Dick asked when the consultant’s report was likely to be received 
and considered by the Council. 

The meeting was advised that the matter will be followed up and the 
Councillors will be advised. 

 
Cr Stuart Dick 
 

Bushfire Update (Ref: 324/19) 

Cr Dick gave the meeting an update about the bushfires that are 
relatively close to Gwydir, known as the Bee’s Nest and Kingsgate 
fires. 

 
Cr Jim Moore 
 

Drought Funded Works (Ref: 325/19) 

Cr Moore advised the meeting that he attended the unveiling of the 
Federal Drought Funded works at the Gwydir River Foreshore and at 
the North Star Sporting Club. 

 
Cr Jim Moore 
 

Warialda Historical Society (Ref: 326/19) 

Cr Moore advised the meeting that the Society would like to know the 
basis that the electricity is charged at the museum – is it Commercial or 
Residential? 

 
Cr Jim Moore 
 

Oregon Road Table Drain (Ref: 327/19) 

Cr Moore requested that the table drain at Conway’s Bridge receive 
some maintenance attention.  

 
Cr Geoff Smith 
 

Warialda Fire Break (Ref: 328/19) 

Cr Smith asked if SMK Consulting has returned any further information 
about the development of the fire break around Warialda. The meeting 
was advised that nothing has been received as yet but that the matter 
will be followed up with Mr Peter Taylor. 
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Cr Geoff Smith 
 

44 Hope Street Warialda Property (Ref: 329/19) 

Cr Smith asked if any formal advice has been received regarding the 
transfer of this property to Council. The meeting was advised that 
nothing has been received to date but the matter has been followed up 
with the local State Member, The Hon. Adam Marshall. 

 
 
Cr Geoff Smith 
 

Warialda Air Conditioning Gym (Ref: 330/19) 

Cr Smith asked if correspondence had been received regarding the 
need for reverse cycle air conditioning at the Warialda Gym. The 
meeting was advised that the correspondence has been received and 
that a quotation for the requested work is being sourced. 

 
Cr Frances Young 
 

Disability Access Plan (Ref: 331/19) 

Cr Young reminded the meeting that the subject Plan was scheduled 
for discussion at the Council Meeting. An apology was extended by the 
staff and the meeting was advised that the Plan will be tabled for 
discussion at the October Council Meeting. 

 
Cr Frances Young 
 

Fish Rescue (Ref: 332/19) 

Cr Young congratulated the Council on the initiative to rescue stranded 
native fish located in the water holes along the Horton River system. 

 
Cr David Coulton 
 

Combined Bushfire Meeting at Moree (Ref: 333/19) 

Cr D Coulton advised the meeting that he attended this meeting and he 
advised the meeting that Gwydir Shire had recorded 99 reportable 
incidents for the year. 
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Cr Catherine Egan 
 

Upper Horton (Ref: 334/19) 

Cr Egan advised the meeting that she and Cr Young attended the 
launch of the Federal Drought Funded works at the Upper Horton 
Sporting Club. 

Cr Egan also requested that the Council provide assistance to the 
Upper Horton community to access another bore for the supply of 
water. 

 
Cr Catherine Egan 
 

Drought Donations (Ref: 335/19) 

Cr Egan advised the meeting that the Shire is receiving significant 
donations of food parcels, which although welcome can cause some 
issues for the local shops that provide similar products. Although the 
donations will not, of course, be turned away the ongoing concern 
about the Shire’s existing businesses should not be underestimated. 

 
Cr Catherine Egan 
 

Possible CMCA Rally May 2021 (Ref: 336/19) 

Cr Egan advised the meeting that a representative of CMCA has 
recently met with the Council to discuss a CMCA Rally in May 2021 at 
Bingara. Hopefully the Rally will be a breakeven event. The 
negotiations are ongoing. 

 
Meeting closed 11.54 am 
 


