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NOTICE OF MEETING 
 
 
 

NOTICE is hereby given that an Ordinary Meeting of Gwydir Shire Council 
will be held in the Warialda Office Council Chambers, on Thursday 29 
August 2019 (commencing at 9.00am) to discuss the items listed in the 
Agenda. 
 
 
Your attendance is respectfully requested. 
 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 

 
Max Eastcott 
General Manager 
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______________________________________________________________ 

 
GWYDIR SHIRE COUNCIL 

 
B U S I N E S S    P A P E R 

 
AGENDA 

 

ORDINARY MEETING August 29, 2019 
9.00am 

______________________________________________________________ 
 
OFFICIAL OPENING AND WELCOME – MAYOR 
 
APOLOGIES  
 
CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES 

  
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
THAT the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on Thursday, July 25, 
2019 as circulated be taken as read and CONFIRMED. 

THAT the Minutes of the Confidential Ordinary Meeting held on 
Thursday, July 25, 2019 as circulated be taken as read and 
CONFIRMED. 

PRESENTATION 
  
CALL FOR THE DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS, GIFTS RECEIVED AND 
CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 
 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE - CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 

1. Recommendations from the Confidential Community 
Services and Planning Committee 

It is recommended that the Council resolve into Committee 
of the Whole with the press and public excluded to allow 
consideration of this item, as provided for under Section 
10A(2) (a) of the Local Government Act, 1993, on the 
grounds that the report contains personnel matters 
concerning particular individuals.   

MAYORAL MINUTE (If any) 
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DEFERRED ITEMS – Nil 
 
OFFICERS’ REPORTS (As listed) 
 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE – OPEN 
 
            Councillors’ Reports 
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Item 1 Motions to the LGNSW Annual Conference  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  4. Proactive Regional and Local Leadership 

OUTCOME: 4.1 WE ARE AN ENGAGED & CONNECTED COMMUNITY 

STRATEGY: 4.2.2 Work in partnership to plan for the future - GM - 
external 

AUTHOR General Manager  

DATE 13 August 2019        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 

IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 

That the Council’s motions submitted to the 2019 LGNSW Annual Conference 
are noted. 

TABLED ITEMS Nil 

BACKGROUND 

The following two motions have been submitted for debate at the LG NSW 
Annual Conference to be held at Warwick Farm from 14th to 16th October 
2019: 

Motion 1 

That the LGNSW Annual Conference expresses its concern 
regarding the one size fits all approach to the compulsory 
requirement for all Councils to provide webcasting of its meetings;  

and 

Motion 2 

That the LGNSW Conference requests that the NSW State 
Government consider the following amendments to the Aboriginal 
Land Rights Act 1983 (NSW): 

1. Restriction of Compulsory Acquisition 

It is recommended that Section 42B of the ALRA is amended to 
something like: 

Despite anything in any Act, land vested in an Aboriginal Land 
Council must not be appropriated or resumed except: 

• with the consent of the Aboriginal Land Council; 
and, 
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• where the Aboriginal Land Council has received a 
dealing approval certificate under Section 41(1) (b) 
for the resumption. 

or 

• by an Act of Parliament. 

2. Purchase of land for government purposes requiring 80% of the 
LALC voting members present at a meeting to agree. 

It is proposed that Section 42G (b) be amended to something like: 

(b) be passed by not less than 80 per cent of the voting 
members of the Council present at the meeting, 

or 

(i) in the case of a public project proposed by a State 
Agency or Local Council be passed by not less than 
50 per cent of the elected Board members of the 
Local Aboriginal Land Council 

3. Placing of Native Title restriction on certificates of title on land 
granted under the ALRA. 

It is proposed that Section 42G (b) be amended to something like: 

(b) be passed by not less than 80 per cent of the voting 
members of the Council present at the meeting, 

or 

(i) in the case of a public project proposed by a State 
Agency or Local Council be passed by not less than 
50 per cent of the elected Board members of the 
Local Aboriginal Land Council 

COMMENT 

The background for Motion 1: 

Councils should have the ability to either opt in or opt out of this type of 
initiative. Making this type of requirement mandatory reduces the ability 
of each Council to determine the best way to provide local governance 
within its area. What may be good for one or more Councils doesn't 
make it appropriate across NSW. 

The background for Motion 2: 

These proposed changes would enhance the operation of the Aboriginal 
Land Rights Act 1983 (NSW) and reduce the operational inefficiencies in 
the current process where a Federal Claim is lodged over land owned by 
an Aboriginal Land Council under the ALRA that was wrongly identified 
as not having the Native Title extinguished by a past action. 

 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

 THAT the report be received and noted. 
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ATTACHMENTS 

Nil 
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Item 2 Country Mayors' Association NSW - Meeting Minutes 2nd 
August 2019  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  4. Proactive Regional and Local Leadership 

OUTCOME: 4.1 WE ARE AN ENGAGED & CONNECTED COMMUNITY 

STRATEGY: 4.1.1 Encourage an informed community - GM - external 

AUTHOR General Manager  

DATE 14 August 2019        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 

IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 

This report recommends the notation of the attached minutes of the Country 
Mayors’ Association of NSW’s meeting held on 2nd August 2019. 

The next meeting is Friday 1st November 2019. 

 
 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

 THAT the minutes of the Country Mayors’ Association of NSW’s 
 meeting held on 2nd August 2019 be received and noted. 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

AT- Minutes   
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Item 3 Monthly Investment and Rates Collection Report for July 
2019  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  5. Organisational Management 

OUTCOME: 5.1 CORPORATE MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGY: 5.1.1 Financial management and accountability systems - 
CFO - internal 

AUTHOR Manager, Finance  

DATE 15 August 2019        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 

IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 

At each monthly Ordinary Meeting, the Council is presented with the schedule 
relating to Investments, as at the end of the previous month. 

BACKGROUND 

In accordance with Clause 19(3) of the Local Government (Financial 
Management) Regulation 1993, the following information provides details of 
Council’s funds invested as at 31st July 2019. 
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I, Helen Thomas, Finance Manager and Responsible Accounting Officer for 
Gwydir Shire Council, certify that the Council’s investments have been made 
in accordance with the Local Government Act 1993, Local Government 
(General) Regulation 2005 and Council’s Investment Policy (F.01.03), as 
amended. 

RATES COLLECTIONS 

The graph below represents a comparative of the percentage collections for 
the current year against the two previous rating years.  The current years 
collections are up to 31st July 2019 
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OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the Monthly Investment and Rates Collection report for July 
2019 be received 

 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

There are no attachments for this report. 



Council - 29 August 2019 Gwydir Shire 
Council 

 

 

 
21 

Item 4 Recommendations from the Public Infrastructure and 
Community Services and Planning Committee meetings 
held on 8 August 2019  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  5. Organisational Management 

OUTCOME: 5.1 CORPORATE MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGY: 5.1.3 Administrative functions - GM - internal 

AUTHOR General Manager  

DATE 16 August 2019        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 

IN BRIEF / SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 

This report recommends the adoption of the recommendations from the Public 
Infrastructure Committee and Community Services and Planning Committee 
Meetings held on 8 August 2019. 
 

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS 

Public Infrastructure Committee 

Presentation – Email from Gilmour 

THAT the potable water delivery charge to farming properties 
be suspended immediately in recognition of the dire 
circumstances that now exist with the prolonged drought 
conditions. 

Monthly Technical Services Report for July 2019 

THAT the Monthly Technical Services Report for July 2019 be 
received 

Community Services and Planning Committee 

Monthly Councillor Activity Schedule for July 2019 

THAT the Monthly Councillor Activity Schedule for July 2019 
be received. 

 Monthly Executive Report for July 2019 

THAT the monthly Executive Report for July 2019 be received 

Monthly Organisation and Community Development Report for July 
2019 

THAT the monthly Organisation and Community Development 
Report for July 2019 be received. 
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Councillors Reports 

 THAT the following Councillor reports are noted: 

Cr Geoff Smith (Fire Break around Warialda, Warialda Police, 
Update on Gwydir News) 

Cr Frances Young (Bingara Pool Public Meeting) 

Cr David Coulton (Meetings attended) 

Cr John Coulton (Mobile Phone Reception) 

 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

There are no attachments for this report.    
 
 


