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NOTICE OF MEETING 
 
 
 

NOTICE is hereby given that an Ordinary Meeting of Gwydir Shire Council 
will be held in the Bingara Office Council Chambers, on Thursday 25 July 
2019 (commencing at 9.00am) to discuss the items listed in the Agenda. 
 
 
Your attendance is respectfully requested. 
 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 

 
Max Eastcott 
General Manager 
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______________________________________________________________ 

 
GWYDIR SHIRE COUNCIL 

 
B U S I N E S S    P A P E R 

 
AGENDA 

 

ORDINARY MEETING July 25, 2019 
9.00am 

______________________________________________________________ 
 
OFFICIAL OPENING AND WELCOME – MAYOR 
 
APOLOGIES  
 
CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES 

  
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
THAT the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on Thursday, June 27, 
2019 as circulated be taken as read and CONFIRMED. 

 
PRESENTATION – The Hon Damien Tudehope, Minister for Finance and 
Small Business and Robyn Hobbs OAM, NSW Small Business Commissioner 
  
CALL FOR THE DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS, GIFTS RECEIVED AND 
CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 
 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE - CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 

1. Warialda Solar Farm Proposal 

It is recommended that the Council resolve into Committee of 
the Whole with the press and public excluded to allow 
consideration of this item, as provided for under Section 
10A(2) (c) of the Local Government Act, 1993, on the grounds 
that the report contains information that would, if disclosed, 
confer a commercial advantage on a person with whom the 
Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) business. 

2. Confidential Recommendations from the Community 
Services and Planning Committee 

It is recommended that the Council resolve into Committee of 
the Whole with the press and public excluded to allow 
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consideration of this item, as provided for under Section 
10A(2) (a) (c) of the Local Government Act, 1993, on the 
grounds that the report contains personnel matters 
concerning particular individuals; AND the report contains 
information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial 
advantage on a person with whom the Council is conducting 
(or proposes to conduct) business.   

MAYORAL MINUTE (If any) 
 
DEFERRED ITEMS – Nil 
 
OFFICERS’ REPORTS (As listed) 
 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE – OPEN 
 
            Councillors’ Reports 
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Item 1 Adoption of recommendations from the Public Infrastructure 
and Community Services and Planning Committee Meetings 
held on 11th July 2019  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  5. Organisational Management 

OUTCOME: 5.1 CORPORATE MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGY: 5.1.3 Administrative functions - GM - internal 

AUTHOR General Manager  

DATE 17 July 2019        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 
 
IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 
 
This report recommends the adoption of the recommendations from the 
Community Services and Planning Committee and Public Infrastructure 
Committee Meetings held on 11th July 2019. 
 
TABLED ITEMS Nil 
 
 

PUBLIC INFRASTRUCTURE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS 

Monthly Technical Services report for June 2019 

THAT the monthly Technical Services report for June 2019 be 
received. 

CS & P COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS 

Councillor Activity Statement for June 2019 

THAT the Councillor Activity Statement for June 2019 be 
received. 

Rural Aid 

THAT Mrs Tracy Alder is thanked for her presentation. 

Monthly Executive Report for June 2019  

THAT the monthly Executive report for July 2019 be received. 

Monthly Organisation and Community Development report for June 
2019 

THAT the monthly Organisation and Community Development 
report for June 2019 be received. 
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FURTHER that the members of the Bingara Special Events 
Committee and coordinating staff, especially Mrs Georgia 
Standerwick, are congratulated on the outstanding success of 
the recent Orange Festival. 

FURTHER Ms Alyse Steiger and Mr Anthony Francis are 
commended for their positive mentoring of the exchange 
program participants. 

Namoi JO Executive Officer Appointment 

THAT the report be received and noted. 

FURTHER that Ms Rebel Thomson be congratulated on her 
reappointment.  

New England Trainee of the Year Award 

THAT the Council acknowledges and congratulates the 
achievement of Mr Justin Lanesbury in being named the 2019 
New England Trainee of the Year. 

Gwydir Youth Council Minutes 

THAT the Minutes of the Gwydir Youth Council Meeting held 
on 27th June 2019 are received and noted. 

FURTHER that the efforts of Ms Alyse Steiger, Mrs Sharon 
Gilmour (Warialda High School) and Ms Natasha Schmidt 
(Bingara Central School) in promoting the Youth Council are 
acknowledged. 

'Triangle Park' Warialda - suggested upgrade from Warialda and 
District Chamber (See attached submission) 

No recommendation but the Committee thanked the submitter 
for the idea but decided it was beyond the capability of the 
Council’s resources at this stage to embark on a park project 
of the magnitude envisaged in the submission. It was also 
noted that the Council should endeavour to make the existing 
sporting facilities as available as possible.   

Department of Planning, Industry and Environment 

THAT the report outlining the structure of the Department of 
Planning, Industry and Environment be received and noted. 

Councillors’ Reports 

THAT the reports from the following Councillors are noted: 

Cr Moore (NAIDOC Week); 

Cr Moore (Shade Sail Capt. Cook Park); 

Cr Moore (Community Service Volunteers); 

Cr Egan (Storm water detention pond maintenance); 

Cr Young (Holding Yard at the end of Maitland Street);  and; 

Cr Young (Reading Warialda Primary School) 
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ATTACHMENTS 

AT- Triangular Park proposal - additional information 
  



Ordinary Meeting - 25 July 2019 
Adoption of recommendations from the Public 
Infrastructure and Community Services and Planning 
Committee Meetings held on 11th July 2019.DOC 

Attachment 1 
Triangular Park proposal - 
additional information 
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Item 2 Internal Audit Committee Resolutions for notation  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  5. Organisational Management 

OUTCOME: 5.1 CORPORATE MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGY: 5.1.1 Financial management and accountability systems - 
CFO - internal 

AUTHOR General Manager  

DATE 17 July 2019        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 

TABLED ITEMS Nil 
 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the following resolutions passed at the Internal Audit Committee 
Meeting on 5th July 2019 are noted: 

Confirmation of Minutes from 28th March 2019 

THAT the Minutes of the previous Internal Audit Committee 
Meeting held on 28th March 2019 as circulated be taken as read 
and CONFIRMED. 

Procurement 

THAT the report regarding Procurement be received. 

2019/2020 Operational Plan 

THAT the report on the 2019/2020 Operational Plan be 
received. 

FURTHER that the Quarterly Budget Reviews be circulated to 
all the members of the Internal Audit Committee at the same 
time as the reports are circulated to Councillors. 

FURTHER that a review of the overheads currently applied to 
the Waste, Water and Sewerage Funds be prepared for a future 
Internal Audit Committee Meeting. 

Presentation from The Deputy General Manager 

THAT the Deputy General Manager is thanked for her 
presentation. 

FURTHER that the following areas of concern are noted from 
the presentation: Records’ Compliance; Work Health and 
Safety; Contract Management; and; Bullying. 
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ATTACHMENTS 

There are no attachments for this report. 
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Item 3 Grant Funded Projects Update - July 2019  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  5. Organisational Management 

OUTCOME: 5.1 CORPORATE MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGY: 5.1.3 Administrative functions - GM - internal 

AUTHOR General Manager  

DATE 17 July 2019        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 

BACKGROUND 

With the injection of $6 million dollars’ worth of State and Federal grant 
funding, many community groups throughout the Gwydir Shire are benefiting 
from the delivery of 48 projects since mid-2018.  

Grants received to date have been: 

 Stronger Country Communities Round 1 - $776k  
 Stronger Country Communities Round 2 - $1.55m  
 Restart NSW - Regional Growth Environment & Tourism - $2m (Big 

River Dreaming)  
 Drought Communities Programme - $1m  

So far, 25 projects have been completed, with the remainder to be finalised by 
mid-2020.  All Drought Communities Project funding has been expended.  
With a third round of the NSW’s Stronger Country Communities funding now 
available, this list will grow and it is hoped that Council will be successful in 
securing additional drought funding in the near future. 

COMMENT 

The Newsletter at Attachment 1 provides an update on the projects as at 30 
June 2019. 

The newsletter is published on Council’s website, has a link on Facebook and 
hard copies of this newsletter will be distributed to Council offices, libraries 
and Newsagents for information to members of the community in both 
Warialda and Bingara.  
 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

 THAT the report be received 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

AT- Grant Fund Projects Newsletter - 2019 
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Item 4 Monthly Investment and Rates Collection report for June 2019  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  5. Organisational Management 

OUTCOME: 5.1 CORPORATE MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGY: 5.1.1 Financial management and accountability systems - 
CFO - internal 

AUTHOR Manager, Finance  

DATE 17 July 2019        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 

IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 

At each monthly Ordinary Meeting, the Council is presented with the schedule 
relating to Investments, as at the end of the previous month. 

TABLED ITEMS Nil 

BACKGROUND 

In accordance with Clause 19(3) of the Local Government (Financial 
Management) Regulation 1993, the following information provides details of 
Council’s funds invested as at 30th June 2019. 
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I, Helen Thomas, Finance Manager and Responsible Accounting Officer for 
Gwydir Shire Council, certify that the Council’s investments have been made 
in accordance with the Local Government Act 1993, Local Government 
(General) Regulation 2005 and Council’s Investment Policy (F.01.03), as 
amended. 

RATES COLLECTIONS 

The graph below represents a comparative of the percentage collections for 
the current year against the two previous rating years.  The current year’s 
collections are as at 30th June 2019 
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T Corp Performance Summary as at 30 June 2019 

 
 

 
 
 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

THAT the monthly Investment and Rates Collection report for June 
2019 be received 
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ATTACHMENTS 

There are no attachments for this report.    
 
 


