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MINUTES ORDINARY MEETING 

 
GWYDIR SHIRE COUNCIL 

 
THURSDAY 24 MAY 2018 

 
COMMENCING AT 9.00AM 

 
WARIALDA OFFICE COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

______________________________________________________________ 
Present:  

Councillors: Cr. John Coulton (Mayor), Cr. Catherine 
Egan (Deputy Mayor), Cr. Stuart Dick, Cr 
Marilyn Dixon OAM, Cr. Geoff Smith, Cr. 
David Coulton, Cr Tiffany Galvin and Cr 
Frances Young 

Staff: Max Eastcott (General Manager), Leeah Daley (Deputy 
General Manager), Richard Jane (Director Technical 
Services) and Helen Thomas (Manager, Finance) 

 
Public: Ms Laura Carroll (The Gwydir News) 

Visitor: Nil 
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DISCLAIMER 
 
 
 
No responsibility whatsoever is implied or accepted by the Gwydir Shire 
Council for any act, omission or statement or intimation occurring during and 
Council or Committee meetings.  
 
The Council disclaims any liability for any loss whatsoever and howsoever 
caused arising out of reliance by any person or legal entity on any such act, 
omission or statement or intimation occurring during Council or Committee 
meetings.  
 
Any person or legal entity who acts or fails to act in reliance upon any 
statement, act or omission made in a Council or Committee meeting does so 
at that person’s or legal entity’s own risk.  
 
In particular and without derogating in any way from the broad disclaimer 
above, in any discussion regarding any planning application or application for 
a licence, any statement or intimation of approval made by any member or 
officer of the Council during the course of any meeting is not intended to be 
and is not taken as notice of approval from the Council.  
 
Gwydir Shire Council wishes to advise that any plans or documents contained 
within this agenda may be subject to copyright law provisions and that the 
express permission of the copyright owner(s) should be sought prior to their 
reproduction.  
 
Members of the public should note that no action should be taken on any item 
discussed at a Council or Committee meeting prior to written advice on the 
resolution of council being received.  
 
Agendas and minutes are available on the Council’s website 
http://www.gwydirshire.com/ 
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OFFICIAL OPENING AND WELCOME – MAYOR 
 
APOLOGIES Cr. Jim Moore 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 124/18 
 

THAT the apology of Cr. Jim Moore  is accepted. 
 
(Moved Cr Galvin, seconded Cr Dick) 
 

 
CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 125/18 
 

THAT the Minutes of the previous Council Meeting held on 
Thursday 26 April 2018 as circulated be taken as read and 
CONFIRMED. 
 
(Moved Cr Smith, seconded Cr Egan) 
 

 
PRESENTATION Nil 
  
CALL FOR THE DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS AND CONFLICTS OF 
INTEREST 
 
Cr Dick declared a significant pecuniary interest in Item 3 (Confidential 
Agenda) Sale of Lot 336, 337 and 338 DP 822887 as the proposed 
purchaser. 
 
Cr D Coulton declared a less than significant pecuniary interest in Item 3 
Warialda Golf and Bowling Club as the Chair of the Warialda Golf and 
Bowling Club Board. 
 
Crs Egan and Young declared a less than significant pecuniary interest 
in Item 3 Warialda Golf and Bowling Club as members of the Bingara 
Sporting Club. 
 
The General Manager declared a significant pecuniary interest in Item 4 
(Confidential Agenda) General Manager’s Performance Review. 
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ADDITIONAL/LATE ITEMS 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 126/18 
 

THAT the following items, namely: 
 

1. General Manager's Performance Review 
(Confidential) 

2. Community Consultation Meetings - April and 
May 2018 

3. Integrated Planning and Reporting 
requirements 

4. March 2018 Quarterly Review 
 

are accepted as late items onto this Agenda for discussion. 
 
(Moved Cr D Coulton, seconded Cr Galvin) 

 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE – CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 127/18 
 

THAT the Council resolve into Confidential Session, 
Committee of the Whole and that in the public interest and 
in accordance with Section 10A(2)(a) of the Local 
Government Act, 1993, the public and press be excluded 
from the meeting to consider the items listed on the agenda.
 
(Moved Cr Egan, seconded Cr Galvin) 
 

 
ADOPTION OF THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE CONFIDENTIAL 
SESSION 
 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 128/18 
 

THAT the recommendations of the Confidential Session, namely: 
 
 Recommendations from the Confidential Community Services and 

Planning Committee (Ref: 129/18) 

Confidential Monthly Report April 2018 - Organisation and 
Community Development (Ref: 130/18) - THAT the 
Organisation and Community Development monthly 
Confidential report for April 2018 be received. 
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Offer of property to purchase (Ref: 131/18) - THAT the offer is 
noted but not accepted by the Council. 

 
Request for memorial bench to be located in Warialda (Ref: 
132/18) - THAT Ms. Mangal be advised that the Council is 
supportive of her arranging the placement of a memorial 
bench outside the Royal Hotel provided it is at her expense 
and is consistent with the other public bench seating currently 
located within Warialda. 

 
Councillors’ Reports (Ref: 133/18) - THAT the report regarding 
the Police Yard Bingara is noted. 

 
 Council sitting as the Reserve Trust Manager for Reserve No: 47979 

for Public Recreation- Proposed Sale or Lease of the Bingara 
Riverside Caravan Park (Ref: 134/18) 

THAT the Trust, in accordance with section 102(1)(a) of the 
Crown Lands Act 1989 decides that it is desirable to sell the 
Bingara  Riverside Caravan Park, being Lots 319 and 321 in 
DP 42797 and  part  Lot 208 in DP 754819.  

 
FURTHER that the Trust, in the event that native title is not 
extinguished over the relevant part of Lot 208 in DP 754819, 
approves that an Indigenous Land Use Agreement is 
negotiated with the Gomeroi People, subject to the final 
agreement being endorsed by the Trust.  

 
FURTHER that when native title is addressed over the relevant 
part of Lot 208 in DP 754819, either by a valid public work in 
accordance with section 23B(7) of the Native Title Act 1993 
(Cwlth) or by Indigenous Land Use Agreement, the Trust 
authorises the General Manager to cause a notice of the 
proposed sale to be published in a newspaper in accordance 
section 102(1)(b) of the Crown Lands Act 1989. 

 
FURTHER that the Trust authorises the General Manager to 
apply to the Minister in writing for consent to the sale in 
accordance section 102(1)(c) of the Crown Lands Act 1989.  

 
FURTHER that in the event the Minister’s consent is received 
in accordance with section 102(1)(d) of the Crown Lands Act 
1989, the Trust authorises the General Manager to take any 
actions required to prepare the Bingara Riverside Caravan 
Park for sale and to sell  the Bingara Riverside Caravan Park 
in accordance with section 103 of the Crown Lands Act 1989. 

 
FURTHER that the Trust notes that decisions made by the 
Trust under the Crown Lands Act 1989 will remain valid 
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following the commencement of the of the Crown Lands Act 
2016. 

 
FURTHER that the Trust notes a similar brief will be provided 
to Council, in its own right, seeking approval to sell the land 
being acquired from Hunter New England Health, when that 
acquisition is complete and the Minister’s consent to sell the 
Bingara Riverside Caravan Park is received.  

 
FURTHER that the Trust recommends to Gwydir Shire Council 
that it concurrently pursue the option of leasing the BRCP 
under the provisions of the Crown Lands Management Act 
2016, once they are effected. 

 
FURTHER that the staff pursue the sale of the Warialda 
Caravan Park as well (Ref: 135/18). 

 
Sale of Lot 336, 337 and 338 DP 822887 (Ref: 136/18) 
 

THAT the Council accepts the offer submitted through Ray 
White Real Estate Bingara from Cr Stuart Rodham Dick to 
purchase Lots 336, 337 and 338 DP 822887 for $85,000 subject 
to the following conditions: 

 
That Lot 338 be used to landscape the development along 
the Cobbadah Road to the Council’s satisfaction; 
That the access and egress from the site be located off 
Riddell Street; and; 
That it is understood and acknowledged that the land is 
 proposed to be part of the Bingara Industrial Estate and 
 should not be used for any residential purpose or 
occupation. 

 
General Manager's Performance Review (Ref: 137/18) 
 

THAT the report be received and that the favourable 
performance review is noted. 

 
FURTHER that the General Manager be offered another 5 year 
contract period at the conclusion of his current contract (Ref: 
138/18). 

 
 are adopted. 
 
 (Moved Cr Young, seconded Cr D Coulton) 
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Item 1 Councillor Activity Statements for April and May 2018 

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  4. Proactive Regional and Local Leadership 

OUTCOME: 4.1 WE ARE AN ENGAGED & CONNECTED COMMUNITY 

STRATEGY: 4.1.2 Enable broad, rich and meaningful engagement to 
occur - GM - external 

  
The Councillors’ activity schedules for April and May 2018 commitments are 
outlined below: 
 

April 2018 

Councillor Event Date 

Cr J Coulton  
(Mayor) 

Namoi Unlimited Roads Working Group - Gunnedah 04th April 

Croppa Creek Community Meeting 04th April 

Namoi Board Meeting 05th April  

Warialda Community Meeting – Warialda 05th April 

Green Camel Visit – Bingara 09th April 

Meeting regarding China Mission – Bingara 10th April 

Bingara Community Meeting 10th April 

Committee Meeting – Bingara 12th April 

Meeting with Regional Aust. Bank – Bingara 12th April 

North Star Community Meeting 12th April 

Coolatai Community Meeting 18th April 

Budget Discussion Meeting – Bingara 23rd April 

Anzac Day Ceremony – Crooble 25th April 

Council Meeting - Bingara 26th April 

Cr Catherine 
Egan 
(Deputy Mayor) 

Warialda Community Meeting 05th April 

Bingara Community Meeting 10th April 

Anzac Service Bingara Central School-  11th April 

Committee Meeting – Bingara 12th April 

Meeting with Regional Aust. Bank – Bingara 12th April 

Coolatai Community Meeting 18th April 

Budget Discussion Meeting – Bingara 23rd April 

Anzac Day Ceremony  - Bingara 25thApril 

Council Meeting - Bingara 26th April 
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Cr David 
Coulton 

Croppa Creek Community Meeting 04th April 

Warialda Community Meeting 05th April 

Bingara Community Meeting 10th April 

Committee Meeting – Bingara 12th April 

Meeting with Regional Aust. Bank – Bingara 12th April 

North Star Community Meeting 12th April 

Coolatai Community Meeting  18th April  

Budget Discussion Meeting – Bingara 23rd April 

Council Meeting - Bingara 26th April 

Cr S Dick 

Croppa Creek Community Meeting 04th April 

Warialda Community Meeting 05th April 

Bingara Community Meeting 10th April 

Committee Meeting - Bingara 12th April 

Historical Society Meeting – Warialda 12th April 

Coolatai Community Meeting 18th April 

Budget Discussion Meeting 23rd April 

Anzac Day Ceremony – Warialda Rail 25th April 

Council Meeting - Bingara 26th April 

Cr M Dixon 
OAM 

Croppa Creek Community Meeting 04th April 

Warialda Community Meeting 05th April 

Warialda Rail Meeting RFS 09th April 

Bingara Community Meeting 10th April 

Committee Meeting – Bingara 12th April 

Meeting with Regional Aust. Bank – Bingara 12th April 

North Star Community Meeting 12th April 

Coolatai Community Meeting 18th April 

Council Meeting - Bingara 26th April 

Cr T Galvin 

Bingara Community Meeting  10th April 

Committee Meeting - Bingara 12th April 

Anzac Day Ceremony – Bingara 25th April 

Council Meeting - Bingara 26th April 

Cr J Moore Croppa Creek Community Meeting 04th April 

Warialda Community Meeting 05th April 

Northern Slopes Landcare Board Meeting 10th April 

Committee Meeting – Bingara 12th April 

Meeting with Regional Aust. Bank 12th April 
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Budget Discussion Meeting – Bingara 23rd April 

Council Meeting – Bingara 26th April 

Men’s Health Night - Warialda 27th April 

Cr G Smith Croppa Creek Community Meeting 4th April 

Bingara Community Meeting 10th April 

Committee Meeting Bingara 12th April 

North Star Community Meeting 12th April 

Coolatai Community Meeting 18th April 

Budget Discussion Meeting – Bingara 23rd April 

Anzac Day Ceremony – Warialda 
Council Meeting - Bingara 

25th April 
26th April 

Cr F Young Croppa Creek Community Meeting 04th April 

NAB Meeting – Bingara 05th April 

Warialda Community Meeting 05th April 

Northern Slopes Landcare Board Meeting - Bingara 10th April 

Bingara Community Meeting 10th April 

Committee Meeting – Bingara 12th April 

Meeting with Regional Aust. Bank – Bingara 12th April 

North Star Community Meeting 12th April 

Coolatai Community Meeting 18th April 

Vision 20/20 Meeting – Bingara 22nd April 

Budget Discussion Meeting - Bingara 23rd April 
25th April Anzac Day Ceremony – Bingara 

Council Meeting - Bingara 26th April 

Emergency Management Forum - Sydney 30th April 

 
May 2018 

Councillor Event Date 

Cr J Coulton  
(Mayor) 

Board Meeting Namoi JO followed by 2018-2019 & Beyond 
Strategic Planning Activity - Tamworth 

03rd May 

BROC Meeting – The Living Classroom - Bingara 04th May 

Upper Horton Community Meeting 08th May 

Committee Meeting – Warialda  09th May 

Gravesend Community Meeting 15th May 

New Residents Welcome Night – Bingara Sporting Club 16th May 

Ordinary Council Meeting - Warialda 24th May 

Flight to Sydney for Country Mayors Meeting 31st May 

Cr Catherine 
Egan 
(Deputy Mayor) 

Special Events Meeting – Bingara  02nd May 

BROC Meeting – The Living Classroom - Bingara 04th May 

Adam Marshall Media release – Grant for relocation of Bingara 
Library to Civic Centre 

04th May 
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Upper Horton Community Meeting 08th May 

Committee Meeting – Warialda  09th May 

Gravesend Community Meeting 15th May 

New Residents Welcome Night – Bingara Sporting Club 16th May 

Ordinary Council Meeting - Warialda 24th May 

Cr David 
Coulton 

Committee Meeting - Warialda 09th May 

New Residents Welcome Night – Warialda Golf & Bowling Club 17th May 

Ordinary Council Meeting – Warialda  24th May 

Cr S Dick 

Upper Horton Community Meeting 08th May 

Gravesend Community Meeting 15th May 

Warialda Show RFS Display 12th May 

Ordinary Council Meeting - Warialda 24th May 

Cr M Dixon OAM 

Special Events Meeting - Bingara 02nd May 

Upper Horton Community Meeting 08th May  

Committee Meeting – Warialda 09th May 

Gravesend Community Meeting 15th May 

New Residents Welcome Night – Bingara Sporting Club 16th May 

Ordinary Council Meeting - Warialda 24th May 

Cr T Galvin 

Adam Marshall Media release –Grant for relocation of Bingara 
Library to Civic Centre 

04th May 

Upper Horton Community Meeting 08th May 

Gravesend Community Meeting 15th May 

New Residents Welcome Night – Bingara Sporting Club 16th May 

New Residents Welcome night – Warialda Golf & Bowling Club 17th May 

Ordinary Council Meeting - Warialda 24th May 

Cr J Moore Warialda Tourism Meeting 03rd May 

Men’s Health Night – Bingara 03rd May 

Upper Horton Community Meeting 08th May 

Committee Meeting – Warialda 09th May 

Gravesend Community Meeting 15th May 

Ordinary Council Meeting - Warialda 24th May 

Cr G Smith Upper Horton Community Meeting 08th May 

Committee Meeting – Warialda 09th May 

Gravesend Community Meeting 15th May 

Ordinary Council Meeting - Warialda 24th May 

Cr F Young Emergency Management Forum - Sydney 01st May 

BROC Meeting – The Living Classroom – Bingara  04th May 

Upper Horton Community Meeting 08th May 

Committee Meeting – Warialda 09th May 
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Arts NW AGM – Glen Innes 11th May 

Gravesend Community Meeting 15th May 

New Residents Welcome Night – Bingara Sporting Club 16th May 

Ordinary Council Meeting - Warialda 24th May 

 
 
 
 
 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

 THAT the Councillor Activity Statements for April and May 2018 be 
 received 
 
 

  
 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 139/18 
 
 THAT the Councillor Activity Statements for April and May 2018 be 
 received. 
 
 (Moved Cr Galvin, seconded Cr Egan) 
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Item 2 Recommendations from Community Services and 
Planning Committee Meeting - 9th May 2018  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  5. Organisational Management 

OUTCOME: 5.1 CORPORATE MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGY: 5.1.3 Administrative functions - GM - internal 

AUTHOR General Manager  

DATE 10 May 2018        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 
 
IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 
 
This report recommends the adoption of the recommendations from the 
Community Services and Planning Committee Meeting held on 9th May 2018. 
 
 

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS 

Vision 2030 
 THAT the Wider Gwydir Our Journey to 2030 document is noted 
 and endorsed. 
 FURTHER that the various community groups, especially noting the co-
 ordination role played by Bingara and District Vision 2020, and 
 individuals who worked on the creation of the document are 
 acknowledged and congratulated. 
 
Roads Service Level Public Engagement Project 
 THAT the Roads Service Level Public Engagement Project report is 
 noted and referred to a Workshop for discussion. 
 
Inland Rail Community Consultative Committee (North Star to NSW/QLD 
Border) 
 THAT the Council nominates the Mayor and Technical Services 
 Director as its nominees for membership to the consultative 
 committee. 
 
Monthly Executive report - April 2018 
 THAT the monthly Executive report for April 2018 be received noting, 
 in particular, the favourable operating results at both the Bingara and 
 Warialda Caravan Parks. 
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Monthly Organisation and Community Development report - April 2018 
 THAT the monthly Organisation and Community Development report  for 
 April, 2018 be received. 
 
Adoption of Integrated Planning and Reporting documents 
 THAT the report is noted and the attached IP&R documents be 
 discussed by Council. Following this discussion any questions raised will 
 be addressed and the revised draft document will be put on public 
 display and will meet the IP&R statutory advertising requirements. 
 
Monthly Technical Services Report - April 2018 
 THAT the monthly Technical Services report for April 2018 be 
 received. 
 
Councillors’ reports 
 THAT the following reports are noted: 
 

 Grader operation in Upper Horton; 
 Various Meetings; 
 Dewrang Road Warialda; 
 Warialda Tourism Committee; 
 Oregon Road Warialda; 
 Local Roads and Transport Congress November 2018; and; 
 LG NSW Annual Conference – October 2018 in Albury 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

There are no attachments for this report.  
 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 140/18 
 
Vision 2030 (Ref: 141/18) 
 
 THAT the Wider Gwydir Our Journey to 2030 document is noted 
 and endorsed. 
 
 FURTHER that the various community groups, especially noting the 
 co-ordination role played by Bingara and District Vision 2020, and 
 individuals who worked on the creation of the document are 
 acknowledged and congratulated (Ref: 142/18). 
 
Roads Service Level Public Engagement Project (Ref: 143/18) 
 
 THAT the Roads Service Level Public Engagement Project report is 
 noted and referred to a Workshop for discussion. 
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Inland Rail Community Consultative Committee (North Star to NSW/QLD 
Border Ref: 144/18) 
 
 THAT the Council nominates the Technical Services Director as its 
 nominee for membership to the consultative committee. 
 
Monthly Executive report - April 2018 (Ref: 145/18) 
 
 THAT the monthly Executive report for April 2018 be received 
 noting, in particular, the favourable operating results at both the 
 Bingara and Warialda Caravan Parks. 
 
Monthly Organisation and Community Development report - April 2018 
 
 THAT the monthly Organisation and Community Development 
 report for April, 2018 be received (Ref: 146/18). 
 
Adoption of Integrated Planning and Reporting documents (Ref: 147/18) 
 
 THAT the report is noted and the attached IP&R documents be 
 discussed by Council.  Following this discussion any questions 
 raised will be addressed and the revised draft document will be put 
 on public display and will meet the IP&R statutory advertising 
 requirements. 
 
Monthly Technical Services Report - April 2018 (Ref: 148/18) 
 
 THAT the monthly Technical Services report for April 2018 be 
 received. 
 
Councillors’ reports 
 
 THAT the following reports are noted: 
 

 Grader operation in Upper Horton (Ref: 149/18); 
 Various Meetings (Ref: 150/18); 
 Dewrang Road Warialda (Ref: 151/18); 
 Warialda Tourism Committee (Ref: 152/18); 
 Oregon Road Warialda (Ref: 153/18); 
 Local Roads and Transport Congress November 2018 (Ref: 
 154/18); and; 
 LG NSW Annual Conference – October 2018 in Albury (Ref: 
 155/18) 
 
(Moved Cr Egan, seconded Cr Young) 
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Item 3 Warialda Golf and Bowling Club  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  1. A healthy and cohesive community 

OUTCOME: 1.1 WE HAVE HEALTHY AND INVITING SPACES AND 
PLACES 

STRATEGY: 1.1.2 Encourage and enable healthy lifestyles choices - 
OCD - external 

AUTHOR General Manager  

DATE 10 May 2018        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 

TABLED ITEMS Nil 

BACKGROUND 

In 2002, the Warialda sewer treatment plant’s (WSTP) tertiary treatment 
ponds were reconstructed and a storage dam was built for short term effluent 
retention.  A pump shed was constructed and three variable speed pumps and 
a chlorine dosing system were installed, as well as a pipeline to the golf 
course via Reedy Creek and Nicholson Street Warialda.  

The Warialda Golf and Bowling Club installed an underground irrigation 
system throughout the golf course.  An agreement was made with the Club to 
transfer the chlorine treated effluent at a cost of 12cents/KL.  This fee covered 
the treatment and pumping cost of providing the recovered effluent water.  

WSTP has an EPA licence to discharge up to 250ML/year into Reedy Creek.  

The treated effluent water pumped to the Club averages between 20-40ML 
per year. 

In 2008, the storage dam was upgraded from 10ML – 40ML so more effluent 
water could be stored for use at the club.  The pumping system was located at 
the WSTP Ponds.  However this was proving to be an inefficient operation as 
there was a significant pressure loss over the 1.5km of pipeline to the Club.  

The reticulated irrigation scheme variable speed pumps were relocated to the 
golf course and a transfer pump was installed at the WSTP to deliver the 
effluent water to the variable speed pumps.  

This resulted in increased operational expense for the Club as the Club now 
had to pay for the power. 

The quarterly power bill averages $1,500 - $2,000 and can reach a maximum 
of $10,000 annually based on maximum of 40ML transferred annually. 
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The variable speed pumps were inspected last week and 1 out of the 3 pumps 
was out of service.  

 
Golf course variable speed effluent pumps 

 
Pump 2 – out of service 

The current pumping system is over 10 years old there are probably more 
efficient pumping options now available with new pump technology in the 
market. 

COMMENT 

This issue has been investigated when the Council indicated at a previous 
meeting that any way that the Council could assist the Club should be 
investigated.  

The Council could take over the responsibility for the pumping operation up to 
the variable speed pumps and the associated maintenance expense, with the 
Club retaining the responsibility for the reticulated irrigation system across the 
actual golf course. 
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A similar support scheme could be offered to the Bingara Sporting Club 
regarding the operation of its river pumping system, which would be an 
equitable outcome of support. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

The costs would be met within the Sewerage Fund. 

 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

  THAT the Council assume the responsibility for the power and pump 
 maintenance at the Warialda Golf and Bowling Club noting that it is of 
 environmental benefit to recycle the treated effluent waste water. 
 
 FURTHER that the staff investigate the system operation and pumping 
 capacity with the aim of identifying system efficiencies available with new 
 pump technology in the market. 
 
 FURTHER that discussions be commenced with the Bingara Sporting 
 Club (Golf Committee) regarding the transfer of its pumps to Council 
 management. 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

There are no attachments for this report.  
 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 156/18 
 
 THAT the Council assume the responsibility for the power and 
 pump maintenance at the Warialda Golf and Bowling Club noting 
 that it is of environmental benefit to recycle the treated effluent 
 waste water. 
 
 FURTHER that the staff investigate the system operation and 
 pumping capacity with the aim of identifying system efficiencies 
 available with new pump technology in the market. 
 
 FURTHER that discussions be commenced with the Bingara 
 Sporting Club (Golf Committee) regarding the transfer of its 
 pumps to Council management (Ref: 157/18). 
 
 (Moved Cr Dixon OAM, seconded Cr Galvin) 
 
 
Upon being put to the meeting, the motion was declared carried. 
For the Motion were Crs Dick, Dixon OAM, J Coulton, Smith and Galvin 
Total (5). 
Against the Motion was Nil Total (0). 
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Item 4 Monthly Investment and Rates Collection report for April 
2018  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  5. Organisational Management 

OUTCOME: 5.1 CORPORATE MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGY: 5.1.1 Financial management and accountability systems - 
CFO - internal 

AUTHOR Manager, Finance  

DATE 14 May 2018        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 

TABLED ITEMS Nil 

IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 

At each monthly Ordinary Meeting, the Council is presented with the schedule 
relating to Investments, as at the end of the previous month. 

BACKGROUND 

In accordance with Clause 19(3) of the Local Government (Financial 
Management) Regulation 1993, the following information provides details of 
Council’s funds invested as at 30th April 2018. 
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I, Helen Thomas, Finance Manager and Responsible Accounting Officer for 
Gwydir Shire Council, certify that the Council’s investments have been made 
in accordance with the Local Government Act 1993, Local Government 
(General) Regulation 2005 and Council’s Investment Policy (F.01.03), as 
amended. 

RATES COLLECTIONS 

The graph below represents a comparative of the percentage collections for 
the current year against the two previous rating years.  The current years 
collections are up to 30th April 2018. 
 



Ordinary Meeting - 24 May 2018 Gwydir Shire 
 Council 

This is page number 20 of the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on Thursday 24 
May 2018 
 
Chairman …………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
 
 

TCorp Flash Report Performance Summary – April 2018 
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TCorp IM Funds Monthly Report –April 2018 
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TCorp IM Funds Monthly Report – April 2018  

 

 
 
 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

 THAT the monthly Investment and Rates Collection report for April 
 2018 be received 
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ATTACHMENTS 

There are no attachments for this report.  
 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 158/18 
 
 THAT the monthly Investment and Rates Collection report for April 
 2018 be received. 
 
 (Moved Cr Young, seconded Cr Smith) 
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Item 5 Community Consultation Meetings - April and May 2018  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  4. Proactive Regional and Local Leadership 

OUTCOME: 4.1 WE ARE AN ENGAGED & CONNECTED COMMUNITY 

STRATEGY: 4.1.1 Encourage an informed community - GM - external 

AUTHOR General Manager  

DATE 16 May 2018        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 

Gwydir Shire Council held a round of community consultation meetings from 
Wednesday 04 April 2018 to Tuesday 15 May 2018. 

The purpose of these meetings was for the Council to deliver important 
information to the public. 

The minutes from the community consultation meetings are provided for 
adoption. 

BACKGROUND 

The community consultation meetings were held at the following locations: 

 Croppa Creek Club – Wednesday 4th April 2018 at 6.00pm 

 Warialda Memorial Hall - Thursday 5th April 2018 at 6.00pm 

 Bingara at the Roxy – Tuesday 10th April 2018 at 6.00pm 

 North Star Sporting Club – Thursday 12th April 2018 at 6.00pm 

 Coolatai Hall - Wednesday 18th April 2018 at 6.00pm 

 Upper Horton Club - Tuesday 8th May 2018 at 6.00pm 

 Gravesend Hall – Tuesday 15th May 2018 at 6.00pm 

Advertising 

The meetings were advertised in the following newspapers: 

The Bingara Advocate, the Warialda Standard, Bingara Local and the Barraba 
Gazette. 

The Council’s community email database was used to further distribute the 
meeting dates. 

Information about the community meetings was also distributed on Council’s 
website and Facebook page. 
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The attendance numbers at each of the meetings was as listed: 

Community Meeting Date Attendees 

Croppa Creek 04 April 2018 12 

Warialda 05 April 2018 31 

Bingara 10 April 2018 19 

North Star 12 April 2018 18 

Coolatai 18 April 2018 12 

Upper Horton 08 May 2018 23 

Gravesend 15 May 2018 46 

Total  161 

COMMENT 

There was overall support at all meetings for: 

 Report from Climate Change Adaptation working group 

 Stronger Country Community Funding 

 Possible introduction of dementia friendly communities program 

 Proposed changes to unmanned tip access 

 Circular Economy update 

 The outcome of the Gwydir roads Deliberative Panel  

CONCLUSION 

The minutes from each of the community consultation meetings held from 04 
April 2018 and 15 May 2018 are presented for notation and adoption. 
 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

 THAT the Minutes from the community meetings held between 04 
 April 2018 and 15 May 2018 be received 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

AT-  Minutes Croppa Creek Community Meeting 
AT-  Minutes Warialda Community Meeting 
AT-  Minutes Bingara Community Meeting 
AT-  Minutes North Star Community Meeting 
AT-  Minutes Coolatai Community Meeting 
AT-  Minutes Upper Horton Community Meeting 
AT-  Minutes Gravesend Community Meeting 
AT-  Climate Change Adaptation Plan 
AT- Memo to Councillors concerning the Gravesend Hall 
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COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 159/18 
 
MINUTE 160/18 
 
 THAT the Minutes from the community meetings held between 04 
 April 2018 and 15 May 2018 be received. 
 
 (Moved Cr Young, seconded Cr D Coulton) 
 
The meeting was advised that the Council has received an offer to 
purchase of $25,000 through J A McGregor Real Estate for the former 
Gravesend Museum, Lot 5 - Section 3 - DP 758471. 
 
 THAT the Council accepts the offer of $25,000 for the sale of Lot 5 - 
 Section 3 - DP 758471 (Ref: 161/18). 
 
 FURTHER that the funds received from the sale of Lot 5 - Section 3 
 - DP 758471 be used as the Council’s contribution in the $ for $ 
 grant application for an additional $25,000 under the Community 
 Building Partnerships Program, which closes on 15th June 2018, to 
 assist the Gravesend Community Group Inc. in its attempt to 
 restore the hall subject to the conditions outlined below (Ref: 
 162/18). 
 
 FURTHER that the Council meet with representatives of the 
 Gravesend Community Group Inc. to fully explain the Council’s 
 position regarding the Gravesend Hall and outline the following set 
 of conditions required by the Council (Ref:163/18): 
 
  Firstly the  Gravesend Community Group Inc. will assume  
  ownership of the building with the Council meeting any legal 
  costs involved in the subdivision and property transfer; 
 
  The Council’s total financial commitment to the project is the 
  Community Building Partnerships’ grant, if successful,  
  and the $25,000 from the sale of Lot 5 - Section 3 - DP   
  758471; and; 
 
  If these conditions are not acceptable to the Group that the  
  Gravesend Hall be demolished in the absence of any viable 
  plan for its restoration.   
 
 (Moved Cr Young, seconded Cr D Coulton) 
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Item 6 Gazettal of Joint Organisations  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  5. Organisational Management 

OUTCOME: 5.1 CORPORATE MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGY: 5.1.3 Administrative functions - GM - internal 

AUTHOR General Manager  

DATE 16 May 2018        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 

IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 

This report is to note the gazettal of the Joint Organisations across regional 
NSW, including the Namoi Joint Organisation. 

TABLED ITEMS Nil 

BACKGROUND 

The proclamation forming the Joint Organisations was issued on 11th May 
2018. 

In the New England North West two Joint Organisations have been formed: 

Namoi Joint Organisation  Gunnedah, Gwydir, Liverpool Plains, Tamworth 
Regional and Walcha 

New England Joint Organisation  Armidale Regional, Glen Innes Severn Shire,
 Inverell, Moree Plains, Tenterfield and Uralla 

The future allocation of Narrabri Shire has been undetermined. 

The NSW Government has also provided $300,000 in seed funding to help 
establish the new regional body in the Namoi region. 

 
 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

 THAT the proclamation forming the Namoi Joint Organisation dated 
 11th May 2018 is noted. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

AT- Gazettal Notice   
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COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 164/18 
 
 THAT the proclamation forming the Namoi Joint Organisation dated 
 11th May 2018 is noted. 
 
 (Moved Cr Young, seconded Cr Egan) 
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Item 7 Minutes of the Border Regional Organisation of Councils' 
meeting held 04 May 2018  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  5. Organisational Management 

OUTCOME: 5.1 CORPORATE MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGY: 5.1.3 Administrative functions - GM - internal 

AUTHOR General Manager  

DATE 16 May 2018        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 

IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 

This report is for notation of the minutes of the Border Regional Organisation 
of Councils’ (BROC) meeting held at The Living Classroom, Gwydir Shire 
Council in Bingara on 04 May 2018. 

Copies of the presentations made at the ordinary meeting can be provided 
upon request.  
 
 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

 THAT the Minutes of the Border Regional Organisation of Councils’ 
 meeting held 04 May 2018 be received 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

AT- Minutes of BROC Meeting held 04 May 2018 
   
 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 165/18 
 
 THAT the Minutes of the Border Regional Organisation of Councils’ 
 meeting held 04 May 2018 be received. 
 
 (Moved Cr Smith, seconded Cr D Coulton) 
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General Manager 
 

Aboriginal Land Claim - Bingara 
 
The General manager tabled the following memorandum: 
 

MEMO TO:  All Councillors 
 
MEMO FROM: General Manager 
 
SUBJECT:  Aboriginal Land Claim (NSW Legislation) 
 
DATE:   23rd May 2018 
 
The Council has been aware since 2011 of a land claim for land within the 
town boundary of Bingara – shaded red on the attached plan. 

Aboriginal land claims are investigated against criteria set out in Section 36(1) 
of the Aboriginal Land Rights Act 1983. 

36 Claims to Crown lands  

(1) In this section, except in so far as the context or subject-matter otherwise indicates or 
requires:  
 
"claimable Crown lands" means lands vested in Her Majesty that, when a claim is made for 
the lands under this Division:  
 
(a) are able to be lawfully sold or leased, or are reserved or dedicated for any purpose, 

under the Crown Lands Consolidation Act 1913 or the Western Lands Act 1901 ,  

(b) are not lawfully used or occupied,  

(b1) do not comprise lands which, in the opinion of a Crown Lands Minister, are needed or 
are likely to be needed as residential lands,  

(c) are not needed, nor likely to be needed, for an essential public purpose, and  

(d) do not comprise lands that are the subject of an application for a determination of 
native title (other than a non-claimant application that is an unopposed application) 
that has been registered in accordance with the Commonwealth Native Title Act, and  

(e) do not comprise lands that are the subject of an approved determination of native title 
(within the meaning of the Commonwealth Native Title Act) (other than an approved 
determination that no native title exists in the lands).  

 
The Council has until 6th June 2018 to formally oppose the application and I 
suggest that the Council adopt the following motion: 
 

THAT the Gwydir Shire Council opposes the granting of the 
Bingara Aboriginal Land Claim by the NSW Aboriginal Land 
Council on behalf of the Anaiwan Local Aboriginal Land Council 
over Reserve Numbers 754819 and 96977, reserved for future 
public requirements as, in the Council’s opinion, the land is 
needed or likely to be needed for an essential public purpose 
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being residential expansion for Bingara. 
 
There is no guarantee that this will stop the land from being transferred as 
when this was initially raised with the Council in 2011 the Council was advised 
that: 

Unfortunately the future residential expansion argument has been before 
the Land and Environment Court several times and is not considered an 
essential public purpose when it comes to the Aboriginal Land Rights 
Act.  

 Section 36(b1) Aboriginal Land Rights Act specifically exists for this 
reason, however it requires the Minister (for Lands) to have personally 
held the opinion the claimed land was needed for residential land at the 
date of claim. So unless we have documented evidence of this it is not a 
grounds for refusal. 

The Council’s records are being reviewed in an attempt to establish any 
communication in the past with the appropriate Minister.  
 
The land claimants have requested that this component of their land claim be 
expedited – hence the sudden urgency. 
 

 
 

COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 168/18 

THAT the Gwydir Shire Council opposes the granting of the 
Bingara Aboriginal Land Claim by the NSW Aboriginal Land 
Council on behalf of the Anaiwan Local Aboriginal Land Council 
over Reserve Numbers 754819 and 96977, reserved for future 
public requirements as, in the Council’s opinion, the land is 
needed or likely to be needed for an essential public purpose 
being residential expansion for Bingara. 
 
FURTHER that any residents concerned about this issue are 
urged to make contact with their local State Member of 
Parliament. 

 

 (Moved Cr Dixon OAM, seconded Cr D Coulton) 
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Cr Marilyn Dixon OAM 
 

Correspondence from Mr C Archer (Ref: 169/18) 
 
Cr Dixon tabled a letter that she received from Mr Archer who lives 
opposite the Bingara Showground and has concerns regarding the 
dump point located within the Showground. 
 
The meeting was advised that Mr Archer’s letter will be answered. 

 
Cr Marilyn Dixon OAM 
 

Bingara Caravan Park (Ref: 170/18) 
 
Cr Dixon advised the meeting that she was approached by a woman 
whose husband had broken his arm and they needed to move from the 
riverside into the Caravan Park. When she requested assistance to 
manoeuvre her van and put up the annex the staff were unhelpful, 
which was very disappointing. 
 
The meeting was advised that the matter will be investigated and that 
appropriate action will be taken to rectify this unacceptable attitude.  
 

 
Cr Catherine Egan 
 

Dust Problem (Ref: 171/18) 
 
Cr Egan advised the meeting that she has been approached by 
residents in Gwydir Terrace regarding the dust problem created by the 
large numbers of caravans accessing the river foreshore for camping. 
The same problem also occurs in Faithful Street. 
 
The meeting was advised that the Technical Services Director will 
investigate and attempt to solve the problem. 

 
Cr David Coulton 
 

Warialda Rail Entry Signage (Ref: 172/18) 
 
Cr Coulton complemented the staff involved in creating and placing the 
entry signs into Warialda Rail. 
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Cr John  Coulton 
 

Warialda Lions Changeover Dinner (Ref: 173/18) 
 
The Mayor advised the meeting that he needs someone to represent 
the Council at this dinner. The Deputy Mayor, Cr Egan volunteered. 

 
Cr John  Coulton 
 

Various Matters 
 
LG NSW Survey (Ref: 174/18) 
 
The Mayor advised the meeting that LG NSW has sent out a survey 
and that the Council should collectively complete the document, which 
was done. 
 
Trade Commissioner (Ref: 175/18) 
 
Namoi Unlimited and NSW Trade and Investment are providing an 
opportunity to hear from three key international market Commissioners 
and Senior staff from NSW Trade and Investment based in Japan, 
Korea and China in Tamworth on the 1st June 2018.   
 
If you are interested in participating please contact Rebel Thompson on 
(0490) 778 410. 
 
This is an excellent opportunity for our regional exporters to discuss 
their business opportunities in China, Korea and Japan. 

 
Myall Creek 180th Anniversary Event (Ref: 176/18) 
 
The meeting was reminded that this event is being held on the long 
weekend in June. 
 
Telecommunications (Ref: 177/18) 
 
Robbie Sefton, a consultant to the Namoi JO, has been appointed to a 
National review panel on telecommunications, it is a great opportunity 
for us to table any community and business telecommunications issues 
or opportunities that you might have in our Shire.  This is also an 
opportunity for us to put forward any future connectivity opportunities 
that you see will be important to agribusiness into the future. 
 
If you have something to contribute send them to the Namoi JO 
executive Officer via Robyn Phillips and Rebel will pass them on to 
Robbie. 
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Yammacoona (Ref: 178/18) 
 
The Mayor gave an update to the meeting regarding the Yammacoona 
Quarry. 
 
Swifts Road (Ref: 179/18) 
 
The Mayor gave an update to the meeting regarding the approach, yet 
again, by Mr Adam Marshall MP encouraging the Council to take 
responsibility for this Crown Road, which was rejected by Council. 
 
Cr Egan also mentioned a similar issue but across private property 
involving Carramar.  
 

 
Cr Stuart Dick 
 

Various Matters 
 
Dog Breeding Facility (Ref: 180/18) 
 
Cr Dick requested an update on this matter, which was provided. 
 
Possible Taxi Service in Warialda (Ref: 181/18) 
 
Cr Dick advised the meeting that he was approached at the Warialda 
Show by a gentlemen who is interested to commence a taxi service in 
Warialda. Cr Dick referred him to the staff. 

 
Cr Frances Young 
 

Arts North West (Ref: 182/18) 
 
Cr Young advised the meeting that the Arts North West Annual Report 
is available for any interested Councillor who may like a copy. 

 
Meeting closed 11.50 am 
 




