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1.  Land Covered by this plan: 
 
This plan of management applies to the contiguous parcels of land that are 
commonly referred to as Bingara River Frontage within Town Limits and includes 
land made available for camping and Cunningham’s park. The whole of the area 
is covered by this plan. 
 
The lands are Crown Reserves under the provisions of the Crown Lands Act 
1989 with the care, control, use and management vested in the Gwydir Shire 
Council. 
 
The land covered by this plan of management is illustrated on map 1 attached to 
and forming part of this plan. 
 
2.  Category and classification of land: 
 
The land is Crown Land for which the Council is the trustee. It is a reserve for 
public recreation and access. It is not community/operational land classified 
under Part 2 of the Local Government Act 1993.  
 
3.  Owner of the land: 
 
The land is Crown land vested in the Gwydir Shire Council as Trust Manager. 
The reserve numbers are R1001371 and R1014368 which covers these parcels 
of land. 
 
4.  Description and Location of the land: 
 
The subject land is located within the township of Bingara and is bisected by the 
Gwydir River. On the north side of the river the land comprises of  
Lot 7021 DP94078, 7018 DP 1059678, Lot 7019 DP1059678, 7017 DP1059678 
While on the southern side of the river it comprises of Lot &040 DP94079, Lot 
7040 DP1016557 Lot 701 DP96133, Lot 7026 DP1019618 Lot 7027 DP1019618 
& Lot 189 DP754819 and Cunningham’s Park.  SEE MAP 1  
 
The subject land is bisected by the Gwydir River and is commonly known as 
“Bingara River Frontage”.  
 
The land areas have a number of unformed/unsealed roadways that generally 
traverse in a westerly and easterly direction across the parcels of land in 
question following the alignment of the Gwydir River.   
 
The unformed/unsealed roads are considered to be ‘dry weather roads’ only and 
form part of the established Scenic River Drives as per attachment. 
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These unformed roads provide access to a number of river locations that are 
often used by fishermen, swimmers, joggers, cyclist, local campers and walkers 
etc. With the exception of Cunningham’s Park the area does not provide toilets 
facilities or barbeque/picnic areas located around the track, between the 
unformed roadways and the river. 
 
Much of the area is covered by natural vegetation, mainly native grasses and 
river gums. 
 
The northern portion of the reserve is much larger in area than the other 
sections. It has an access road veering off the bend section to the south of White 
Street. Access can also be gained from the end of Salter Street, both accesses 
head towards the river then run parallel forming a part of the Scenic River Drives. 
These roads are unformed/unsealed, dry weather roads. 
 
The location of the flood levels and the reserves are show on the attached maps 
which form part of this plan. 
 
5.  Management of the land: 
 
The land is managed according to the objectives and methods set out below:- 
 
Management Issues: 
 
• Interface conflicts with pedestrian and vehicular traffic on the Scenic River 

Drives/tracks given its used by cyclists, pedestrians, joggers, family groups, 
people exercising, horse riding or walking dogs, etc.  The road forms part of 
the scenic river tracks 
 

• Conflict between dogs and other users of the reserve including cyclists, 
pedestrians, joggers, horses and swimmers 
 

• Management of camping to ensure the compliance with regulations relating to 
littering, waste disposal, duration of stay, location of camp, etc 
 

• Ensuring the safety of users including swimmers, fishermen etc. Issues 
including the dangers of swimming unsupervised, collisions with boats and 
contact with submerged objects 
 

•  Potential for damage and/or injury from falling branches and trees, 
particularly if camps are located under gum trees 
 

• Managing the spread of introduced plant life and encouraging and preserving 
native vegetation in the areas identified for this to happen 
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• Management of travelling stock 
 

• Maintenance and enhancement of suitable public amenities 
 

• Control of the use of the roads by irresponsible drivers, particularly when the 
roads are wet 
 

• Unregistered/unauthorised vehicle usage 
 
Objectives and Performance Targets: 
 
• To encourage, promote and facilitate the use of the land for recreational 

pursuits 
 

• To manage the land in an affordable, practical and environmentally 
responsible manner 
 

• To improve the land in such a way as to promote and facilitate its use as 
passive recreational area for residents and visitors 
 

• To promote, encourage and provide for the use of the land, and to provide 
facilities on the land, to meet the current and future needs of the community 
and of the wider public: 

 
a) in relation to public recreation and the physical, cultural, social and 

intellectual welfare or development of individual members of the public, 
and 

 
b) in relation to purposes for which a lease, licence or other estate may be 

granted in respect of the land (other than the provision of public utilities 
and works associated with or ancillary to public utilities) 

 
• To conserve the scenic and environmental qualities of the land and to 

minimise environmental damage to the river and its foreshores 
 

• To make Gwydir Shire an attractive and desirable place to live and visit 
 

• To assist in maintaining and improving the health, lifestyle and well-being of 
the Gwydir community 
 

• To enhance the amenity and lifestyle of the community through the provision 
of quality infrastructure and services 
 

• To facilitate the development and expansion of infrastructure and services 
essential for a successful tourism sector 
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• To provide for passive recreational activities or pastimes and for 
the casual playing of games 
 

• To ensure that Cunningham Park is maintained as an attractive and 
accessible park with barbeque facilities available to the community and 
visitors 
 

• To provide recreational space for social and family gatherings and space for 
children to play 
 

• To maintain playground equipment in a safe working condition and in 
compliance with appropriate standards 
 

• To maintain toilet facilities in the surrounding parks in an acceptable condition 
 

• To improve, enhance and expand public facilities as the resources become 
available 

 
Means of achievement of objectives: 
 
• Provide facilities as resources become available that encourage regular use 

of the area by residents and visitors 
 

• Investigate and implement appropriate means of separating pedestrian and 
vehicular traffic and providing traffic calming devices 
 

• Review and rationalise vehicular access to, and routes through, the areas 
 

• Provide designated walking tracks 
 

• Provide adequate public facilities 
 

• Develop programs as resources become available to develop projects for the 
removal of introduced plant life and planting new native vegetation where 
practicable 
 

• Actively seek funding support from local Organisations, State and Federal 
grants to augment the quality and scope of public facilities on the land 
 

• Reduce litter through provision of adequate waste receptacles, appropriate 
siting and/or signage as required 
 

• Maintaining the Reserve in a clean and tidy condition such that community 
use and participation is encouraged 
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• Regularly inspect grounds and facilities by staff and/or volunteer committees 
 

• Provide adequate warning of potential safety risks in the area 
 

• Respond promptly following notification of identified hazards 
 

• Collate data and promote and undertake appropriate preservation procedures 
 

• Litter to be managed and collected in an acceptable manner 
 

• Conduct regular safety audit of the area 
 

• Display user restriction signage  
 
Manner of assessment of performance: 
 
• Assess usage of the reserve on a regular basis 

 
• Survey users of the reserve 

 
• Maintain a record of complaints received by Council relating to the use of or 

condition of the land or its facilities/services 
 

• Periodical assessment of actual maintenance works and condition of facilities 
by comparison with adopted works programs and minimum standards 
identified elsewhere in this plan of management 
 

• Ensure that the children’s playground equipment provided in Cunningham 
Park is kept in a safe condition and in compliance with Australian Standards 
(AS) through regular safety inspections 
 

• Ensuring that Cunningham Park is watered, mown and maintained to an 
acceptable standard having regard to its status, prominent position close to 
the Reserves  
 

• No successful public claims against the Council on the basis that it has not 
acted reasonably in the mitigation of safety risks 
 

• Litter will be collected from the area on a regular basis having regard to the 
demand and seasonal fluctuations in its usage. The standard of the service 
will be assessed periodically and any complaints scrutinised 
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6.  Condition of the land and adoption of the plan: 
 
There are two distinct sections of the reserves covered by the management plan, 
namely,  
 

a) Reserve number R1001371 (part use) 
 

b) Reserve number R1014368  
 

7.  Proposed Future use of the land: 
 
Council intends to progressively develop the land as a tourism and recreational 
precinct by providing facilities such as parking areas, roads, more walking tracks, 
barbeques, shelters, public toilets, signage, etc, designed to encourage 
increased use of the area. The first stages of this development will occur on the 
southern bank of the Gwydir River between Maitland Street and Halls Creek (Lot 
701 – see attached proposed development plan). 
 
The future development may include the provision of electricity to the area to 
allow the installation of electrical barbeques. 
 
This plan of management permits the further development of the reserves in 
accordance with the general outline above and authorises other similar 
developments in keeping with the provision of public facilities in accord with the 
objectives of the plan. Where appropriate and required by regulation, a 
development application is to be lodged with and approved by Gwydir Shire 
Council prior to any significant development taking place. 
 
8.  Leases, licences and other estates: 
 
It is not Council’s intention to consider granting long-term leases, licences and 
other estates over the land. 
 
Council may from time to time grant a short-term, casual lease or licence for an 
individual or organisation in connection with part of the land covered by this 
management plan. Such a lease or licence will generally be limited to not-for-
profit local Shire organisations in conjunction with the conduct of community 
events on or adjacent to the land. 
 
Council may consider the granting of a lease or licence for business purposes to 
other than a not-for-profit organisation where it is considered such to be of 
benefit to the other users of the reserve. Depending on the scope and extent of 
any proposed business purpose, any such leases, licences and other estates 
granted will generally only be granted after a tender process in accordance with 
the Local Government Act 1993. 
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Licences may be granted where intermittent or short-term occupation or control 
of parts of an area is proposed. A number of licences can apply to the same site 
at the same time, provided that there is no conflict of interest. Licences can be 
granted for: 
 

• Advertising 
 
• Entertainment 
 
• Exhibitions 
 
• Markets 
 
• Meetings 
 
• Shows 
 
• Sale of food, drinks and other acceptable goods 
 
• Any other use that is considered acceptable to Council 

 
9.  Approvals for activities on the land: 
 
A person may carry out an activity specified in the following list only with the prior 
approval of the council, except insofar as the Local Government Act, the 
Regulations or a local policy adopted under Part 3 allows the activity to be 
carried out without that approval. 
 

a) Engage in a trade or business 
 

b) Direct or procure a theatrical, musical or other entertainment for the public 
 

c) Construct a temporary enclosure for the purpose of entertainment 
 

d) Play a musical instrument or sing for a fee or reward 
 

e) Set up, operate or use a loudspeaker or sound amplifying device 
 

f) Deliver a public address or hold a religious service or public meeting 
 
Lighting of Fires: 
 
The lighting of fires is permitted in the Reserve but is governed by any fire 
restrictions in force at the time. 
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Speed Restriction:  
 
The speed of vehicles travelling on the unformed roads within the reserve is 
limited to a maximum speed of 40kph. 
 
Control of Dogs: 
 
The owners of dogs are to observe the provisions of the Companion Animals Act 
1987 relating to the control of dogs in a public place. The following regulations 
apply to dogs within the reserve, are in accordance with the Companion Animals 
Act and are aimed to minimise inconvenience and danger to other users of the 
reserve: 
 
• Dogs are to be maintained on an adequate chain, cord or leash and under the 

control of a competent person whilst within all the areas of the reserve 
 

• Dogs may be exercised leash free in the western end section of the Reserve 
1001371 but are still required to be kept under the control of a competent 
person 
 

• All swimming areas at the Reserves are to be a dog-free zone 
 

• Persons camping on the Reserve are required to keep dogs enclosed or on a 
chain at night and at other times when not under the direct control of a 
competent person 

 
To comply with the provisions of the Companion Animals Act, a person must be 
of the age of sixteen years or over to be deemed to be a competent person 
 
10.  Camping: 
 
Camping is permitted at designated locations on the land covered by this plan 
and covered by signs located at the entry of the designated areas. The 
designated areas (Green for General Camping and Yellow for Event Camping 
Only) are shown on MAP 2 Riverside Camping attached. 
 
Camping is permitted in the designated Green area without seeking the approval 
of the Council subject to the camping not exceeding seven (7) days duration.  
 
Camping is permitted only in the area designated for the purpose, with such area 
to be delineated by appropriate sign-posting. 
 
The Council reserves the right to charge a suitable fee for camping at these 
locations, which will form part of the Council’s adopted Annual Fees and Charges 
is applied. 
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The area is considered to have the classification of a Primitive Camping Ground 
Approval under the Local Government Act 1993. 
 
Council will continue to provide the necessary resources to maintain the area. 
 
11.  No Camping: 
 
Camping is only permitted in designated areas. See Map 2. 
 
12. Maintenance Standards: 
 
The reserve shall be inspected weekly to ensure that it is maintained in an 
acceptable condition and that there are no obvious risk hazards. 
 
Signage shall be inspected fortnightly during the swimming seasons and monthly 
throughout the remainder of the year. 
 
Adequate garbage bins are to be supplied and maintained, and the dumping of 
household rubbish is prohibited. Garbage bins will be emptied at least weekly. 
 
Council will carry out maintenance works in accordance with Council’s Safety 
and Risk Management programs. 
 
Appropriate signage will be erected and maintained to provide adequate warning 
of potential safety risks in the area. Such notices may inform the general public 
of appropriate use and behaviour, in particular information concerning 
acceptable access, littering, dogs, uses and cautions. Advice may also be given 
as to fines that may be levied as a result of failure to comply with the relevant 
notices. 
 
Internal roads will be maintained to an acceptable standard; however, the 
usage of these internal roads will be discouraged in periods of wet weather. 
 
Depending on the availability of resources, Council shall endeavour to keep the 
area free of noxious weeds and encourage the regrowth of native plants in 
bushland areas.  
 
Natural bush areas will normally be left without any programmed maintenance. 
The extent of the management and preservation of riverbank vegetation and 
riparian corridors is restricted by the availability of resources, volunteers and 
donated services. 
 
Adequate garbage bins will be supplied and emptied at least weekly and more 
often when there usage justifies such action. 
 
Community groups and Clubs are to be encouraged to take on improvements of 
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the area as projects. 
 
13.  Issues Specific to Cunningham Park: 
 

 
 

CUNNINGHAM PARK 
Location:   Corner of Keera Road & East Street Bingara 
GPS Reading: 29. 86415º   S 
                               150. 57577º E 
 
Cunningham Park: 
 
Cunningham Park is well sited, being just off the Main Road 63 and taking 
advantage of the existing natural feature of Halls Creek. 
 
The park is naturally shaded by large established trees and is not only equipped 
with playground equipment but also complemented with a number of table and 
chair picnic settings as well as an electric barbeque.  
 
A public toilet block is also situated in one corner of the park, sited well away 
from the main playground area. 
 
A generous off street parking area, also shaded by large trees, not only caters for 
local parking needs but also invites tourists to stop here for a comfort stop.  
 
Within this area is a district guide map, the parking area is segregated from the 
park by a Post & Rail barrier. 
 
Cunningham Park is ideally suited to family outings, barbeques and picnics as 
well as a healthy play space for children. A large open area at one end of the 
park runs between the boundary of the Bingara Swimming Complex and Hall’s 
Creek. This area affords plenty of space for free play i.e. football or cricket or just 
running around. 
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Sited in the centre of the park is an old traction engine, this was donated to 
Council and sited in the park in 1972. The traction engine was fenced off from the 
public due to public liability. 
 
This park is very popular with locals and just as popular with tourists as a rest 
stop. 
 

 
 
Playground Equipment: 
 
1 x Modular play system 
1 x spring mounted See Saw 
1 x Shot and Toss (Basket ball)  
 
Softfall provided under the modular play system at this time is sand loose fill. No 
softfall is provided under the See Saw. 

 

 
 
          Spring based See Saw 
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Modular Play System 
 

Grounds and Gardens: 
 
The grounds of Cunningham Park are mainly lawn areas and are well maintained 
and regularly mown. All of the trees in the park are well established, providing 
excellent natural shaded areas. The picnic settings that have been provided in 
this area have been sited to take advantage of the natural shade from the trees. 
 
There are no flower or shrub gardens provided in this park and apart from the 
back drop of Halls Creek and the bridge over Halls Creek the park does seem to 
lack aesthetically. 
 
Pathways and Access: 
 
Cunningham Park has only one footpath, which is a continuation of the public 
footpath provided for pedestrian traffic in Keera Road. This pathway allows easy 
access to the public toilet block and just into the park terminating at a picnic 
setting. There is a proposal to extend this footpath to join up and allow access to 
the pathway on the bridge that is provided for pedestrians on Halls Creek Bridge. 
This is also being designed to cater for the disabled, wide enough for wheel chair 
access 
 
Fencing: 
 
This park has one fence, which divides the playground area from Halls Creek. 
The fence has recently been replaced and is constructed of steel posts ring-lock 
and wire to stop access to the creek. 
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Issues: 
 
Playground Equipment: 
 
The modular play system was installed in May 2000, it is a Mega Toy System 
P354-859 model, along with a Mega Toy Toss N Score. This play system 
complies with the relevant standards for play equipment AS/NZ 4685 1- 6, 
however; 
 
1. The play equipment has been sited in the direct sun for most of the day   
 
2. The soft fall material supplied under the equipment is sand and to comply 

with relevant standards should be aerated and raked on a weekly basis. 
This is a labour intensified job that is not cost efficient. 

 
3. The traction engine sited in the park was fenced off, using cyclone mesh 

salvaged from another job. This looks unsightly and detracts from the 
natural beauty of the surroundings. There is also the problem of weeds 
growing within the fenced off area. 

 
Grounds and Gardens: 
 
The grounds are in a well maintained state and are mown regularly. The old logs 
that separated the car parking area from the park itself have recently been 
replaced with post and rail structures which now completely prevent unauthorised 
vehicle access. 
 
Pathways and Access: 
 
There are some trip hazards in the concrete path due to tree root damage. 
 
Fencing: 
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The fencing along the creek bank was replaced 2009 and is in good order with 
no problems at this stage. 
 
Rectification: 
 
Playground Equipment: 
 
1. The playground equipment does not require any rectification at the time of 

inspection, however being sited in the full sun requires the addition of a 
shade canopy to cover the immediate play equipment. 

 
2. The softfall provided is sand loose fill and is going to be costly to sustain. 

It should be replaced with wet pour rubber soft fall material in the future 
when funds permit. 

 
3. The children’s playground equipment in Cunningham Park shall be 

inspected regularly and maintained so as to comply with Australian 
Standards (AS). 

 
Grounds and Gardens: 
 
The grounds are in good order and the new fencing and vehicle barrier have 
resolved previous issues. 
 
Pathways and Access: 
 
The public footpath across the front of the park in Keera Road Needs replacing 
due to tree root damage and trip hazards. This problem could be addressed 
when the footpath is upgraded to meet up with the proposed disabled access to 
the bridge over Halls Creek. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The fence in Cunningham Park is in good order and at the time of inspection it 
did not require any work or rectification. 
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14.  Attachments: 
 
Map 1 Area covered by this plan 
Map 2 Camping Areas. 
Plan 1 Outline Development Plan for Lot 701 
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Item 1 Bingara River Frontage & Camping (Bingara Town limits) 
  

FILE REFERENCE   

AUTHOR General Manager  

DATE 9/06/2010        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 
 
IN BRIEF/SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 
 
In March 2009 the Council resolved to allow limited camping within the 
defined town area of Bingara and to review the situation following 12 months 
of operation. 
 
This report reviews the situation but makes no recommendation. 
 
TABLED ITEMS Nil 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
This matter became an issue following the CMCA Rally held at the Bingara 
Showground in 2008. The foreshore area north of the river was made 
available for campers leading up to and immediately following the Rally. 
 
When the issue was raised as one of concern by some residents the Council 
addressed the issue at its February 2009 Council Meeting – see attachment 1. 
 
The resolution from the February Council Meeting was the subject of a 
Rescission Motion and the background is outlined in attachments 2 and 3. 
 
COMMENT 
 
There was a significant level of interest expressed by various members of the 
community regarding the issue of camping within the Bingara town boundary 
and it developed into a controversial matter. Attachment 5 outlines a brief 
history of camping within the town area noting that the area in question was, 
at that stage, largely administered by the then Northern Slopes Rural Lands 
Protection Board (NSRLPB). The Council is now the Trustee of this area. 
 
During the consideration of this matter the Council received a petition 
containing 506 signatures that stated: 
 

We, the undersigned, are dismayed at Council’s decision to allow Motorhome and 
caravan camping on the north bank of the Gwydir River between Campbell Bridge 
and Riddell St. We ask you to overturn this decision at the March meeting of 
Council, returning to the camping restrictions that exist prior to the Motorhome 
rally in October 2008. 

 
This was in addition to the 26 written submissions that the Council received. 
These submissions are outlined in attachment 1. 
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All 506 petitioners were recently sent a letter from the Council and asked if 
they wanted to express any comments about this issue. 16 envelops were 
returned as undeliverable. In particular the petitioners were asked to outline 
any issues that they would like covered within the review. This report was 
written on 10th June 2010 and the petitioners were given until 15th June 2010 
to respond. 12 responses have been received to date. In summary the issues 
raised to date are: 
 

Issue Number Comment 
Simply reaffirmed their 

opposition to camping in the 
town area 

9  

The campers should use the 
existing Caravan Park in 

Bingara  
5 

The Campervans and 
Mobilehomes are self 

contained largely and do not 
seem to use formal Caravan 

Parks. 
Further limit areas available 
for camping within the town 

area. 
2 

This will further reduce the 
visual impact which a 

concern to some residents. 

Believe that the campers 
have only limited economic 

value to the town 
6 

The economic return is 
based upon the average 

spending patterns of day and 
overnight tourists issued by 

Tourism NSW. See business 
survey below. 

Camping has resulted in 
rubbish being left behind and 
other environmental damage. 

Loss of views 

6 

The potential for 
environmental damage is 
more of a problem on the 
outskirts of town towards 
Copeton Dam rather than 
within the town area. The 

intrusion on the vista of the 
river is in the ‘eye of the 

beholder’. 
Cost of administering the 

control of camping is paid by 
the ratepayer. It shouldn’t be 

free camping 

8 Legitimate point. 

 
 
21of the businesses in Bingara were surveyed on 9th June 2010 and asked 
two questions: 
 

Question Yes No No opinion 
 

Do you agree with how the camping 
issue has been carried out over the 

last 12 months in line with the 
attached map? 

 

20 0 1 

 
If it was resolved to ban camping 
within the town boundary, do you 

think this would affect your business 
in any way? 

 

10 9 2 
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Free camping is available at the moment within the town boundary, with some 
restrictions, and along the Gwydir River. In summary the following river 
access areas are available for camping outside the Bingara town boundary: 
 

o Pump station access road – provides access to approximately 500m of river 
suitable for camping (Max Number of campsites available – 6) 
  

o Old Keera Road access – provides access to approximately 1km of river 
frontage. This is the area of the old gravel quarry. (Max Number of campsites 
available – 12)  
 

o Doctors access – provides access to 1km of river and is linked to old road 
that comes out just before “Sunny Side” (Max Number of campsites available 
– 12)  
 

o 2nd access Road pass the Doctors provides access to same area as the road 
above and is also linked to the old road that comes out just before “Sunny 
Side”. There is a lot of high banks in this area and not suitable for camping. 
  

o The five mile beach is by far the most popular spot. (Max Number of 
individual campsites available – 20)  
 

o Rocky Rapid is the next access road which provides access for 1 – 1.5km of 
river. (Max Number of campsites available – 12) 
  

o Honeymoon Island is next and is linked to the previous access road. . (Max 
Number of campsites available – 4)  
 

o Borah crossing. (Max Number of campsites available – 2)  
 

o Eastern side of Campbell’s Bridge (Max Number of campsites available – 6)  
 

Total campsites available: 72 
 
Over the 12 month period to end March 2010 at least 625 Campervans and/or 
Caravans availed themselves of the opportunity to camp for free along the 
Gwydir foreshore. Approximately 156 of these were within the town boundary. 
The numbers ranged from a peak of around 12 over the Easter Weekend to 
the usual 2 to a maximum of 6 on a normal weekend. 
 
Generally speaking the staff advise that the problems associated with 
potential environmental damage are more acute in the remote locations away 
from the town boundary. 
 
There have been several examples of campers either not reading or ignoring 
the ‘no camping’ signage within the town boundary area but this has been 
rare. Once approached the campers have relocated without incident but, of 
course, if it happens when Council staff are not available such as weekends 
they are not approached to move on.  
 
The administration of the camping right along the river foreshore is an 
additional administrative burden but manageable although it has a relatively 
low priority for the Shire Ranger if other more urgent tasks require attention. 
 



Ordinary Meeting - 24 June 2010 Gwydir Shire 
Council 

 

Gwydir Shire Council Page 5 

Over the last 12 months Council’s outdoor staff have carried out a river 
inspection run once a fortnight during the summer and once every three 
weeks during the cooler months. On most occasions they would collect about 
2 garbage bags full of rubbish (maximum collected was 6 bags). The cost of 
this inspection run is around $100/ run or $2000 per year. It appears that most 
of the campers take their rubbish with them. 
 
The issue of allowing, albeit restricted camping, in the town boundary has 
been the informal policy position of the former Bingara Shire Council and now 
the Gwydir Shire Council for many years – see attachment 5. 
 
The issue became a problem due to the promotion of the availability of 
camping.  
 
If the Council moves to a blanket rule of ‘no camping’ within the town 
boundary how do you continue to allow the ‘local’ Shire resident who has 
camped along the river within the town boundary for many years? The Council 
could licence certain events such as the EasterFish but this will not address 
the individual ‘local’ camper problem. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
There is no staff recommendation regarding this matter.  
 
The Council has several options available: 
 
 1. Introduce a blanket ‘No Camping’ restriction within Bingara town 

area; 
 
 2. Continue to allow camping as was allowed during the 12 month 

trial; or 
 

3. Allow camping to continue with the boundaries for the allowable 
camping areas to be either reduced or expanded. 

 
CONSULTATION 
 
All the previous residents who indicated a position on this matter were 
contacted and their comments sought. 
 
STATUTORY ENVIRONMENT 
 
Recently the Department of Lands has issued a directive that any camping 
located on Crown Land must have the appropriate approvals in place. This 
means that if options 1 or 2 above are adopted the appropriate approval will 
be applied for. 
 
The Council also will need to adopt the attached Management Plan that 
reflects the position adopted with regard to camping. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
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The current and draft budget contains sufficient funds to administer the 
supervision to the same level as exists at present. 
 
 
 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 
 For Council’s Determination 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
AT-1  Report to Council February 2009 8 Pages 
AT-2  Rescission Motion 1 Page 
AT-3  Extract from Minutes - Rescission Motion 15 Pages
AT-4  Memo to Cr Rose - History of Camping 2 Pages 
  
Original Draft Plan of Management not attached
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