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NOTICE OF MEETING 
 
 
 

NOTICE is hereby given that an Ordinary Meeting of Gwydir Shire Council 
will be held in the Warialda Office Council Chambers, on Thursday 28 
February 2019 (commencing at 9.00am) to discuss the items listed in the 
Agenda. 
 
 
Your attendance is respectfully requested. 
 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 

 
Max Eastcott 
General Manager 
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______________________________________________________________ 

 
GWYDIR SHIRE COUNCIL 

 
B U S I N E S S    P A P E R 

 
AGENDA 

 

ORDINARY MEETING February 28, 2019 
9.00am 

______________________________________________________________ 
 
OFFICIAL OPENING AND WELCOME – MAYOR 
 
APOLOGIES  
 
CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES 

  
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
THAT the Minutes of the Special Ordinary Meeting held on Thursday, 
January 24, 2019 as circulated be taken as read and CONFIRMED. 

PRESENTATION 
  
CALL FOR THE DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS, GIFTS RECEIVED AND 
CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 
 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE - CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 

1. The Living Classroom 

 It is recommended that the Council resolve into Committee 
of the Whole with the press and public excluded to allow 
consideration of this item, as provided for under Section 
10A(2) (c) of the Local Government Act, 1993, on the 
grounds that the report contains information that would, if 
disclosed, confer a commercial advantage on a person with 
whom the Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) 
business. 

2. Confidential Organisation and Community 
Development Report - December / January 

It is recommended that the Council resolve into Committee 
of the Whole with the press and public excluded to allow 
consideration of this item, as provided for under Section 
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10A(2) (a) of the Local Government Act, 1993, on the 
grounds that the report contains personnel matters 
concerning particular individuals.   

MAYORAL MINUTE (If any) 
 
DEFERRED ITEMS – Nil 
 
OFFICERS’ REPORTS (As listed) 
 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE – OPEN 
 
            Councillors’ Reports 
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Item 1 Monthly Investment and Rates Collection report for 
December 2018  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  5. Organisational Management 

OUTCOME: 5.1 CORPORATE MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGY: 5.1.1 Financial management and accountability systems - 
CFO - internal 

AUTHOR Manager, Finance  

DATE 10 January 2019        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST - Nil 

IN BRIEF / SUMMARY 

At each monthly Ordinary Meeting, the Council is presented with the schedule 
relating to Investments, as at the end of the previous month. 

BACKGROUND 

In accordance with Clause 19(3) of the Local Government (Financial 
Management) Regulation 1993, the following information provides details of 
Council’s funds invested as at 31 December 2018. 
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I, Helen Thomas, Finance Manager and Responsible Accounting Officer for 
Gwydir Shire Council, certify that the Council’s investments have been made 
in accordance with the Local Government Act 1993, Local Government 
(General) Regulation 2005 and Council’s Investment Policy (F.01.03), as 
amended. 

RATES COLLECTIONS 

The graph below represents a comparative of the percentage collections for 
the current year against the two previous rating years.  The current years 
collections are up to 31st December 2018. 
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TCorp Performance Summary for December 2018 
 

 
 
 
 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

 THAT the monthly Investment and Rates Collection report for 
 December 2018 be received 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

There are no attachments for this report. 
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Item 2 Gwydir Health Alliance - notes from Workshop held 13 
December 2018  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  1. A healthy and cohesive community 

OUTCOME: 1.1 WE HAVE HEALTHY AND INVITING SPACES AND 
PLACES 

STRATEGY: 1.1.1 Improve local access to health services - OCD - 
external 

AUTHOR Organisation Development Director  

DATE 15 January 2019        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 

IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 

This report is for notation. 

BACKGROUND 

The Gwydir Health Alliance meets quarterly. 

Notes from the Gwydir Health Alliance workshop held on 13 December 2018 
are attached for information. 

Following the meeting in Albury in October 2018 with other NSW councils, two 
petitions were distributed.  A paper petition was distributed within Gwydir 
Shire and some other rural NSW councils.  A total of 1,316 signatures were 
collected.  An e-petition was also conducted widely online and collected a total 
of 361 signatures.   

Both petitions are set down to be presented at Parliament on Thursday 21 
February, 2019. 

As a result of the Gwydir Health Alliance workshop held in December, it was 
agreed that Max Eastcott, General Manager, would liaise with NSW Minister 
for Health, Brad Hazzard MP’s office to prepare proposed legislative changes 
to present to Parliament. 
 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

 THAT the Notes from the Gwydir Health Alliance workshop held on 
 13 December 2018 be received 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

AT- Notes from GHA Workshop 13 December 2018 
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Item 3 2020 Local Government Elections  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  5. Organisational Management 

OUTCOME: 5.1 CORPORATE MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGY: 5.1.3 Administrative functions - GM - internal 

AUTHOR General Manager  

DATE 21 January 2019        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 
 
IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 
 
This report recommends contracting the NSW Electoral Commission to 
conduct the 2020 local government elections on behalf of Gwydir Shire 
Council. 
 
TABLED ITEMS Nil 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Each Council must decide how the 2020 local government elections are going 
to be conducted. If it is the Council’s intention to contract the NSW Electoral 
Commission to undertake the task an appropriate resolution must be passed 
by the Council at least 18 months before the 2020 ordinary election for 
Councillors. 
 
COMMENT 
 
It is recommended that the NSW Electoral Commission be contracted to 
conduct the 2020 election on behalf of Gwydir Shire Council. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
The recommendation is a model recommendation put forward by the NSW 
Electoral Commission for Councils wanting to use its election service.  
 
The references to ‘poll arrangements’ and ‘constitutional referendum’ are to 
cover the possibility of Gwydir Shire determining to hold these types of 
plebiscites leading up to the election date. It will keep these options open to 
the Council.  
 
After this report was finalised the OLG issued a Circular (see attached) 
advising that it is proposed to introduce legislation in the first parliamentary 
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sitting period of 2019 following the NSW State Election to amend the Local 
Government Act 1993 (the LGA) to extend the deadline for councils to make a 
decision on the administration of their elections under sections 296AA and 
296. This deadline will be extended to 1 January 2020. 
 
However using the services of the NSW State Electoral Commission is the 
most appropriate organisation for Gwydir Shire to conduct the 2020 election 
and there seems to be no point in delaying the resolution. 
 
 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

  
The Gwydir Shire Council (“the Council”) resolves:  
 
 1. Pursuant to s. 296 (2) and (3) of the Local Government Act  
  1993 (NSW) (“the Act”) that an election arrangement be  
  entered into by contract for the Electoral Commissioner to  
  administer all elections of the Council, and if applicable,  
 
 2. Pursuant to s. 296 (2) and (3) of the Act, as applied and  
  modified by s. 18, that a council poll arrangement be entered 
  into by contract for the Electoral Commissioner to administer 
  all council polls of the Council.  
 
 3. Pursuant to s. 296 (2) and (3) of the Act, as applied and  
  modified by s. 18, that a constitutional referendum   
  arrangement be entered into by contract for the Electoral  
  Commissioner to administer all constitutional referenda of the 
  Council.  
 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

AT- OLG Circular   
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Item 4 Monthly Executive Report for December 2018 and January 
2019  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  5. Organisational Management 

OUTCOME: 5.1 CORPORATE MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGY: 5.1.3 Administrative functions - GM - internal 

AUTHOR General Manager  

DATE 6 February 2019        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 

IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 

The monthly Executive report details the activities carried out by the 
Department during the months of December 2018 and January 2019. 

BACKGROUND 

The monthly Executive report forms part of a regular reporting regime.  The 
purpose of the report is to inform Council of the activities carried out within the 
Department. 

COMMENT 

PLANNINIG AND DEVELOPMENT 

The following Development (D/A)/Complying Development (CDC) and 
Development Modification (s96) applications have been approved for the 
months of December 2018 and January 2019. 

No. Property Description Development/Work $ D/A S96 CDC
21/2018 

 
Lot 1 DP 1181554 

TW Powell 
4 Rosehill Drive Bingara  

Modification to move 
position of dwelling site  

- -  - 

27/2013 
 

Lot 19 DP 1120081 
34 Park Lane Bingara  

Modification of size and 
footprint of dwelling  

- -  - 

38/2018 
 

Lot 14 DP 1202798 
Burundah Drive Warialda  

Modification – correction of 
setbacks on site plan  

- -  - 

13/2018 Lot 7311 DP 1136470        
-Res No. 589484 

High Productivity Vehicle 
Route, Warialda 

Truck Wash Facility $464,900  - - 

37/2018 Lot 7016 DP 1021120 RI No 
10026662 

120 Mosquito Creek Road 
Warialda 

Accessible Amenities 
Building 

$40,000  - - 

39/2018 Lot 204 DP 751137 
RC Day & CJ Krug 

18 View Street Warialda 
Rail 

Demolition existing pool 
and replace with new 
larger inground pool. 
Replace pool fencing 

$16,000  - - 

40/2018 Lot 20 DP 1120081 
DP & SL Crump 

Double Detached Garage $30,000  - - 
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31 Park Lane Bingara 

41/2018 Lot 313 DP 751137          
- LI No. 46725 

240 Airstrip Road Warialda 

Accessible Amenities 
Building at Airstrip 

$40,000  - - 

42/2018 Lot 240 DP 751137  
Res No 560039 

Warialda Showground  
34 Holden Street Warialda 

Additions and Alterations 
Warialda Showground 

Hall/Kitchen/Dining Room 
Complex 

$125,000  - - 

43/2018 Lot 1 DP 1181554 
TW Powell 

4 Rosehill Drive Bingara 

Single Detached Garage $17,000  - - 

44/2018 Lot D DP 342773 
KW & KL Johnson 

83 Finch Street Bingara 

Existing Dwelling Additions 
and Alterations plus the 
erection of a detached 

Granny 
Flat/Carport/Garage 

$214,520  - - 

45/2018 Lot 68 DP 754851 
BK & JM Roberts 

9 Salter Street Bingara 

3 Bay Detached Garage $19,500  - - 

47/2018 Lot 13 Sec 27 DP 759052 
PJ & JB Hancock 

105 High Street Warialda 

Additions and Alterations 
to existing dwelling being 

extension of the family 
room, new covered deck 

and verandah 

$87,000  - - 

48/2018 Lot 22 DP 1202798 
TP & GG Baxter 

Ironbark Drive Warialda 

Storage Shed/Garage $6,000  - - 

49/2018 Lots 361 & 362 DP 1084520 
Craginview Pty Ltd 

32 Roger Moore Crescent 
Warialda 

Light Industrial shed to 
house and maintain two 

School Buses 

$103,000  - - 

01/2019 Lot 2 DP 843699 
TA Cord 

1 Stephen Street Warialda 

Internal and external 
alterations to existing 

dwelling 

$208,500 - - 

The following Development (D/A)/Complying Development (CDC) and 
Development Modification (s96) applications remain outstanding up to the end 
of January 2019. 

No  Property 
Description and Description of Work 

Reason D/A S96 CDC

5/2018 AT Pearlman 
1135 Croppa Creek Road North Star 

- Modification to correct spelling 
mistake in Schedule of Conditions for 

a 500,000 tonne/year Hard Rock 
Quarry 

On Exhibition and being notified to 
neighbours for 14 days as required by  

Schedule 1 of Environmental 
Planning and Assessment Act 1979 

and Assessed 

-  -

35/2015 Copeton Dam State Park 
3533 Copeton Dam Road Copeton 

- Continued use of existing caravan & 
camping facilities 

Development being assessed as an 
existing use 

 - - 

49/2016 Ceres Ag 
‘Gunyerwarildi’ 

1470 North Star Road Warialda 
- Continued occupation/use of rural 

worker accommodation being the 
installation of a number of 
premanufactured cabins 

Approved in principal awaiting 
compliance certification or 

engineering certification for the cabins 

 - - 

2/2018 G & L Hosegood 
‘Barrak’ 

163 Upper Whitlow Road Whitlow 
- 20,000m3 quarry for Council use 

Awaiting Environmental Impact 
Statement as the quarry is considered 

designated development 

 - - 

4/2018 Yolarno Pty Ltd (Bindaree Beef) 
‘Myola’ 

651 Croppa Creek Road North Star 

EPA Requested amended and 
detailed Noise Assessment 

 - - 
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- Increase in capacity of Myola Cattle 
Feedlot from 20,000 to 35,000 Head 

30/2018 M A Spencer 
‘Log Cabin’ 

2213 Gulf Creek Road Gulf Creek 
- 15,000m3 quarry for Council use

Request for additional information 
regarding compliance with 

Biodiversity Conservation Act 2017 
for the removal of vegetation 

 - - 

35/2018 B Hutchins 
63 Bingara Street Warialda 

- Mixed residential and commercial 
development including the opening of 

‘Gully Pub’ with a small bar licence 
and retail antiques business 

Request for additional information 
regarding whether the existing 

building meets or can meet current 
fire safety requirements under the 

National Construction Code for mixed 
commercial and residential use 

 - - 
 

46/2018 G Kelly 
Acacia Crescent Warialda 

- New Single Storey Dwelling

Request for Additional Information – 
Independent Bushfire Attack Level 

Certificate 

 - - 
 

01/2019 G K Churchland 
1 Morning Street Warialda Rail 

- Garage 

Being notified to adjoining neighbours 
and exhibited on Council’s website for 

a period of 14 days 

 - - 
 

02/2019 M L Bell 
16 Warialda Street Gravesend 

- Addition of a lounge room and 
alfresco area to rear of existing 

dwelling 

Being notified to adjoining neighbours 
and exhibited on Council’s website for 

a period of 14 days 

 - - 
 

03/2019 Roman Catholic Church 
29 Geddes Street Warialda 

- 2 Lot Subdivision

Being notified to adjoining neighbours 
and exhibited on Council’s website for 

a period of 14 days 

 - - 
 

04/2019 Gwydir Shire Council 
1730 Delungra Road Myall Creek 

- 15,000m3 Shale Quarry

Being notified to adjoining neighbours 
and exhibited on Council’s website for 

a period of 14 days 

 - - 
 

The following Development (D/A)/Complying Development (CDC) or 
Development Modification (s96) applications were approved and not 
previously reported to Council. 

No. Property  
Description 

Development/
Work 

$ D/A S96 CDC
 

706/2009 
(formerly 
36/09/10) 

Lot 2 DP 1143606 
AB & P Rampling 

39 Bombelli Street Bingara 

Modification to alter size 
and position of previously 

approved garage  

- -  - 

There were no Development (D/A)/Complying Development (CDC) and 
Development Modification (s96) applications were refused(R)/ withdrawn (W)/ 
Cancelled (C) for the month of December 2018 or January 2019. 

There were no Complying Development (CDC) application/s approved by 
Private Certifiers and lodged with Council for the month of December 2018 or 
January 2019. 

There were no Development (D/A) and Complying Development (CDC) 
applications determined where there has been a variation in standards under 
SEPP 1 or clause 4.6 of the Gwydir Local Environmental Plan 2013 for the 
month of December 2018 or January 2019. 

There were no Subdivision Certificates issued for the month of December 
2018 or January 2019 or in the previous six (6) months. 
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The following graph shows Conveyancing Certificates issued for December 
2018 compared to the previous seven (7) months. 

  

The following graph shows the number of Conveyancing Certificates issued 
up to and including the month of December 2018 compared with the same 
period in 2017. 
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The following graph shows Conveyancing Certificates issued for January 
2019 compared to the previous seven (7) months. 

  

The following graph shows the number of Conveyancing Certificates issued 
up to and including the month of January 2019 compared with the same 

period in 2018. 
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The table below shows a comparison between total applications lodged for the 
month of December 2018 compared to the last two years (excluding 
applications lodged by private certifiers). 

 

The table below shows a comparison between total applications lodged for the 
month of December 2018 compared to the last two years (excluding 
applications lodged by private certifiers). 
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The table below shows a comparison between total applications lodged for the 
month of January 2019 compared to the last two years (excluding applications 
lodged by private certifiers). 

 
 

The table below shows a comparison between total applications lodged for the 
month of January 2019 compared to the last two years (excluding applications 
lodged by private certifiers). 
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Development Applications Received for the year by locality – up to December 
2018 (includes private certifier lodged applications) 
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Development Applications Received for the year by locality - January 2019 
(includes private certifier lodged applications) 
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Development Applications received for the year by type – up to December 
2018 

 

Development Applications received for the year by type - January 2019 
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Development Applications – previous nine (9) months  

 

Complying Development Applications – nine (9) months (excludes private 
certifier lodged and approved applications) 
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GWYDIR LEARNING REGION 

Automotive Trade Training Centre, Warialda – December and January 

Heavy Vehicle Training 

There were five clients who used GLR heavy vehicle driver training services 
during the months of December/ January.  Two private clients completed their 
Heavy Rigid truck ‘Final Competency Assessments’ (FCA) during December. 
FCAs were completed for one Heavy Combination and one Medium Rigid 
truck licence in January.  Two additional final competency assessment routes 
have been developed and registered with the RMS in Moree.  A client from 
Moree was trained for a Heavy Rigid licence in December and successfully 
completed the FCA during January to attain a licence. 

Learner car  

Surprisingly there were no requests for driving lessons during the December – 
January holiday season. 

TAFE - Automotive Vocational Preparation Certificate II  

Automotive classes finished for the 2018 year in December and will re-
commence in February 2019. It is expected there will be two classes in 2019.  

Warialda High School – will continue to utilise the Automotive Trade Training 
facilities for their classes when school resumes in February 2019.   

The Living Classroom (TLC) 

The Parks and Garden crew have been propagating flowers in the Nursery.  
Street trees for Council and a variety of herbs and vegetables are also being 
propagated. 

Federal Member for New England, Barnaby Joyce MP visited TLC in January 
and was given a presentation and guided tour of the site. 

The Australia Day Ambassador to Bingara, Yianni Johns and his wife Kristine, 
were given a tour of TLC on Australia Day as well as visiting the Myall Creek 
Memorial.  

An invitation is extended to Councillors and staff members to visit and pick 
some of the fresh vegetables and fruits currently growing in the raised-
mandala vegie garden beds and trees at TLC.  

The planted 900 koala food trees at TLC have been watered.  Heat and 
drought prevail. 

Work for the Dole (WfD) 

The WfD program at TLC has temporarily been halted due to lack of 
candidates.  Currently other options are being investigated to see the 
continuation of the WfD or a Volunteers program at TLC. 

Other GLR matters: 
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The GLR on behalf of TLC supported the Bingara V2020 display at The 
Emporium in Bingara.  This involved setting up the displays and providing 
material for the project. 

The display included the living sculpture “The Long Sleep” by Georgie Pollard.  
The work will be on loan to ArtBank in Sydney for several months before 
‘coming home’ to TLC. 

 
Living sculpture - ‘The Long Sleep’ - by Georgie Pollard 

CARAVAN PARKS 

Bingara Riverside Caravan Park 

Substantial works have been undertaken at the Bingara Riverside Caravan 
Park from 1 July 2018.   

These include: 

 installation of security key box 
 re-levelling of deluxe cabins 
 painting and oiling landings and construction of handrails on deluxe 

cabins 
 removal of trees (final stage completed) 
 installation of air conditioning unit in office (replacement) 
 repairs to access amenities 
 gutter guard is currently being installed on the deluxe cabins  
 powered site electricity boxes replaced or upgraded 

All works are within 2018/2019 budget allowances. 

A permanent residential site has been cleared and levelled.  This site will no 
longer be available as a permanent residential site but rather will be used as a 
powered short term site. 

From 1 July 2018 to 31 January 2019 the Bingara Caravan Park recorded a 
net operating profit of $14,867.  These figures include all oncosts, interest on 
loan repayments and depreciation to date. 

Warialda Caravan Park 
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Substantial works have been undertaken at the Warialda Caravan Park from 1 
July 2018.   

These include: 

 re-levelling of deluxe cabins 

 painting and oiling landings and construction of handrails on deluxe 
cabins  

 re-levelling of amenities block and gutter guard installed 

All works are within 2018/2019 budget allowances. 

From 1 July 2018 to 31 January 2019 the Warialda Caravan Park recorded a 
net operating loss of $12,085.  These figures include oncosts, interest on loan 
repayments and depreciation to date. 

Please note that these figures include the amount recorded in the Warialda 
Visitor Information Centre monthly report. 

Operating income and expenditure for the two caravan parks is shown in 
Attachment 1. 

CRANKY ROCK 

Substantial works and projects have been undertaken at the Reserve from 1 
July 2018. 

These include: 

 installation of new boundary fencing from Reedy Creek to the base of 
rock walkway (this includes the replacement of the turnstile with a self-
closing gate) 

 installation of two resting benches (one near the new gate and one 
adjacent to the platform) 

 additional tourism signage 

 parking lot drainage upgrade and bitumen seal swept 

 security lighting and fans installed at the residence. 

All works are within 2018/2019 budget allowances. 

SWIMMING POOLS 

At Council’s Special Ordinary Meeting on 24 January 2019 it resolved that 
during the period of the current drought and excessive heatwave conditions, 
the entry fee to the Council’s Warialda and Bingara Pools be waived in 
consultation with the Pools’ Contractors when the predicted temperature at 
Moree is set to be equal to or exceed 100 Degrees Fahrenheit or 37 Degrees 
Celsius (Ref: 6/19). 

This resolution was implemented and commenced on Saturday 26 January 
2019.  Council is waiting for both pool lessees to provide daily entry lists and 
corresponding invoices.   
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OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

 THAT the monthly Executive report for December 2018 and January 
 2019 be received 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

AT- Income and Expenditure for Caravan Parks 
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Attachment 1 
Income and Expenditure 
for Caravan Parks 
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Item 5 National General Assembly - call for Notices of Motions  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  4. Proactive Regional and Local Leadership 

OUTCOME: 4.1 WE ARE AN ENGAGED & CONNECTED COMMUNITY 

STRATEGY: 4.2.2 Work in partnership to plan for the future - GM - 
external 

AUTHOR General Manager  

DATE 6 February 2019        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 

IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 

The Australian Local Government Association (ALGA) National General 
Assembly (NGA) is being held in Canberra between 16th and 19nd June 2019. 

This report recommends the attendance of the Mayor, General Manager and 
any other Councillor who wishes to attend the Assembly. 

The theme for the 2019 NGA is ‘future focused’.  A discussion paper is 
attached.  The program has not been released to date however should be 
available to be tabled at the February meeting. 

Councillors are requested to consider any specific Notices of Motion for the 
Assembly that conform to the attached criteria for Council to consider for 
submission.  Submissions close 29 March 2019. 

 
 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

 THAT the attendance of the Mayor, General Manager and any other 
 Councillor who wishes to attend the ALGA National General 
 Assembly is authorised. 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

AT- 2019 NGA Discussion Paper and Criteria 
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2019 NGA Discussion 
Paper and Criteria 
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Item 6 Organisation and Community Development report for 
December 2018 and January 2019  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  5. Organisational Management 

OUTCOME: 5.1 CORPORATE MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGY: 5.1.3 Administrative functions - GM - internal 

AUTHOR Organisation Development Director  

DATE 7 February 2019        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 

COMMENT 

Incident Reporting 

1. There were four (4) incidents reported in December 2018 and January 
2019:  One minor council vehicle damage incident, one near miss and 
two personal injuries.  The total number of incidents this report year is 
summarised below: 

 

2. WHS Performance Summary for January - see Attachment 1.  This 
summary is generated from the monthly reportable actions listed in the 
WHP Action Plan that was implemented on 1 January 2019 and 
attached as Attachment 2 – see Section 5 of this report.  Significant 
improvement in the completion of KPI’s is expected as managers and 



Council - 28 February 2019 Gwydir Shire 
Council 

 

 

 
62 

supervisors develop their skills at visibly demonstrating their commitment 
to health and safety management and to the implementation of Council’s 
work health and safety management systems. 

3. New Significant Incidents – Nil 

4. Significant issues for Management consideration – Nil 

5. WHS Action Plan 2019 – 2020 - Following consultation with Manex, 
Managers and the Consultative Committee in 2018, a WHS Action Plan 
was implemented on 1 January 2019.  See Attachment 2. 

The Roxy Complex 

December 

Theatre 
Sunday 9 December – Film Club – 30pp 
Saturday 15 December – Private Booking – 120pp 
Tuesday 18 December – Bingara Central School Infants Presentation – 150pp 

Conference Room  
Wednesday 5 December – Joblink Plus – 5 pp 
Thursday 13 December – Gwydir Health Alliance – 12 pp 

January 

Theatre 
Saturday 26 January – Australia Day – 190pp 

Events 

Warialda Adam Harvey Concert 

Gwydir Shire Council in partnership with Healthwise NENW and Warialda 
Rotary presented a family friendly drought relief event for the community of 
Warialda featuring Adam Harvey and support act Judah Kelly. The event was 
attended by around 850 people and was extremely well received. 

Bingara Christmas Carnival Concert 

 

An estimated crowd of 750 people gathered on Gwydir Oval for the Bingara 
Christmas Carnival Concert for the farmers held on Thursday 6th December 
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with guest performers John Schuman (from ‘Redgum’) and Shane Howard 
(from ‘Goanna’) along with local support performances from Bingara 
performer, Tash Cooper, and the Bingara Preschool and Bingara Central 
School. 

Marketed as a ‘Concert for the Farmers’, it was really for the whole 
community which is, after all, affected by the drought.  Buses from Barraba 
and Upper Horton helped swell numbers, as well as people who drove from 
other surrounding towns.  

Andrew Farris, former guitarist with INXS and experienced crowd-counter, 
who now lives near Barraba, attended the concert and estimated the crowd 
to be about 750.  ‘Santa’ made an appearance during the early part of the 
evening, delivering gifts for the children on behalf of Melissa Zwiep from the 
Macleay Toy Run.  Stall holders who usually line Maitland Street for the 
Christmas Carnival had no problem setting up at Gwydir Oval instead. 

Australia Day 

This year’s Bingara Australia Day celebrations took place at the Roxy 
Theatre, a change of venues from previous years with the event normally 
held at the Bingara Historical Museum.  The relocation was due to a number 
of factors, the main reason being the extreme heat felt in the past and the 
health and safety risk it posed for many of the elderly attendees.  

Although numbers were slightly down on previous years, patrons we 
supportive of the venue change and the drop in numbers has been 
attributed to the confusion over Australia Day and the public holiday being 
on two different days.  

Artist and curator Yianni Johns was Bingara’s Australia Day Ambassador for 
the day.  Yianni has been painting for decades and has had exhibitions of 
his art in many states of Australia, and internationally in New York, 
Montreal, Paris and Beijing. 

Citizens of the year were awarded to Johnette Walker (senior recipient) and 
Erica Dixon was award the junior citizen of the year.  Approximately 190 
people attended the event.  

Grant Applications 

Regional Flagship Events Funding – Destination NSW 

The Events department has recently submitted a grant for the 2019 Bingara 
Happy Days Festival, formerly the Orange Festival for a sum of $20,000 under 
the Destination NSW Regional Flagship Funding Program.  Should the 
application be successful, these funds will assist with marketing and 
promotions activities associated with the festival.  

Heritage Near Me Green Energy Grant – Department of Environment and 
Heritage 
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Roxy Management was unsuccessful with the application for this $36,000 
grant to undertake an LED retrofit of the Roxy Theatre, however it is hoped 
that funding can be secured under the Community Heritage Grants Program 
for these works.  

Roxy Café Update 

The Roxy Café tenants ceased trading on 22 December 2018.  After 
extensive advertising Council has appointed new tenants.  Tim and Patsy Cox 
are expected to have the Café fully operational by the end of March 2019.   

TOURISM 

Warialda Visitor Information Centre 

Nov 2018 Dec 2018 Jan 2019 

Opening hrs = 165 Opening hrs = 112.50 Opening hrs = 157.50 

Volunteer hrs = 14.5 Volunteer hrs = 39.5 Volunteer hrs = 32 

Bingara Visitor Information Centre 

Nov 2018 Dec 2018 Jan 2019 

Opening hrs = 168.5 Opening hrs = 115 Opening hrs = 165.5 

Volunteer hrs = 32 Volunteer hrs = 40 Volunteer hrs = 22.5 
 

Income – Warialda VIC $ Nov $ Dec $ Jan 

Caravan Park  1,197.00 530.00 170.00 

Plants of Gwydir Shire/Cunningham’s Track 0.00 20.00 40.00 

Centre hire  20.00 80.00 0.00 

Merchandise sales 1,692.05 2,378.60 1,629.55 

Goods on consignment sales 20.00 0.00 100.00 

2018 Gwydir Business Awards 360.00 0.00 0.00 

2019 Honey Festival 300.00 0.00 40.00 

Subtotal $3,589.05 $3,008.60 $1,939.55 

Less Caravan Park Money Banked 1,197.00 530.00 170.00 

Less 2018 Gwydir Business Awards Banked 360.00 0.00 0.00 

Less 2019 Honey Festival Banked 300.00 0.00 40.00 

Total Monthly Income $1,732.05 $2,478.60 $1,729.55 

 

Income – Bingara VIC $ Nov $ Dec $ Jan 

Products on consignment  3.00 14.00 56.00 

Merchandise 851.95 414.00 580.00 

Subtotal $854.95 $428.00 $636.00 

Less payments to consignees 2.10 9.80 33.65 
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Total Merchandise sales/income $852.85 $418.20 $602.35 

Commission received on event bookings  $0 138.11 - 

Roxy Tour income $220.00 $55.00 $130.00 

Total Monthly Income Bingara VIC $1,072.85 $611.31 $732.35 
 

Cranky Rock Sites Nov Dec Jan 

Powered sites 39 49 41 

Unpowered sites 29 17 6 

Total 68 66 47 
 

Visitors at Warialda VIC Nov Dec Jan 

Visitors 365 206 245 

RMS clients 260 273 313 

Cafe 282 175 171 

Total Warialda VIC 907 654 729 
 

Visitors at Bingara VIC Nov Dec Jan 

 482 276 414 
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Commonwealth Home Support Program Report for December 2018 and 
January 2019 

DECEMBER/JANUARY  BINGARA DELUNGRA WARIALDA 
DAY CENTRE    
Total active clients 100 20 121 
Clients receiving service 62 13 58 
Total Meals 90 70 165 
Hours Clients Receive in Centre 750 145 551 
    
SOCIAL SUPPORT    
No of Clients 62 13 58 
Individual hrs 392 0 73 
Group hrs 357 145 478 
Total Hours Received 750 145 551 
    
FOOD SERVICE 
(Meals on Wheels) 

   

Clients 5 0 6 
Meals 198 0 189 
    
TRANSPORT    
Number of Clients 61 5 21 
Number of Trips 229 14 95 
TRANSPORT - YOUTH    
Number of Clients 0 0 0 
Number of Trips 0 0 0 
    
ACCESS BUS - INVERELL    
Number of Clients 21 1 6 
Number of Trips (per month) 40 8 8 
    
VOLUNTEERS    
No. of Volunteers 8 4 47 
Hours 685 113 613 
    
ACCOMMODATION UNITS FOR 
AGED 

   

Occupancy 6/6 0 13/13 
    
 

Bingara CHSP 

December was a very busy month – out of town and local transport was busy 
right up until closing for Christmas. 

The fortnightly access bus to Inverell was also packed to capacity. This 
service has been well supported since increasing the service to fortnightly 
from monthly. There is usually eight or nine clients every fortnight. 
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Bingara CHSP now has five regular clients receiving Meals on Wheels (MOW) 
and they all seem to be very happy.  A number of MOW volunteer drivers 
have been lost to the service and staff have to close the office and deliver 
MOW a couple of times each week. More volunteer drivers are being sought. 

Transport reporting has been a bit chaotic since returning after the Christmas 
break. It appears the Routematch program was not set up correctly when first 
installed. This has now been rectified however Bingara CHSP needed to 
submit the half yearly report via the old Alchemy system.  It is expected the 
new program will be operational for the next reporting period in July. 

Bingara CHSP treated clients to Christmas lunch at The Living Classroom.  
Clients enjoyed the facilities and the air conditioning was appreciated. 

The first morning tea for 2019 was held on 8 January and clients expressed 
their appreciation at being back. 

Bingara CHSP held an Australian Day lunch with good old meat pie, mash 
and peas, followed by Pavlova.  This turned out to be a great day with the last 
of clients leaving around 3pm. 

More activities are planned for the Linga Longa room and a lot more outings 
once the weather cools down. 

Staff have a lot of work to complete in the My Aged Care portal with data for 
all clients needing to be entered to allow reassessment to ensure clients are 
receiving all the services available to them. 

Warialda CHSP 

December was very busy with organising three Christmas parties - for 
Delungra day centre, Warialda day centre and Friday card group. 

December transport for Warialda was a little quiet with the Inverell access bus 
having only one trip to Inverell in December. 

The first lunch for 2019 was held on 21 January and clients expressed their 
appreciation at being back. 

Warialda CHSP has six Meals on Wheels clients at the moment.  Warialda 
MOW is also needing volunteers, so staff roster themselves on three or four 
times a month. 

Warialda clients enjoyed a great Australia day with lamingtons for morning tea 
and meat pies, mash and peas for lunch, followed by apple pie and custard. 

There is a lot of work to enter all clients into the Aged Care portal. 

Delungra CHSP 

Delungra clients had their first day back on the 23 January and advised they 
missed their day out while the centre was closed over the holiday period. 

SOCIAL SERVICES 

Bingara Neighbourhood Centre 
Funding body – Family and Community Services 
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Bingara Neighbourhood Centre has seen 156 clients throughout the months of 
December and January. The main focus for the centre has been assisting with 
navigation of drought relief. 

During December ‘Be Connected’ had five learners attend during the 
shortened month due to the holidays.  During this time the participants learnt a 
range of new skills varying from sending Christmas emails to taking photos 
with an IPad.  

During January ‘Be Connected’ had two returning learners due to the 
shortened month. Topics covered were learning to use Google Earth, how to 
watch videos on YouTube and adding payment methods to your device. Skills 
such as taking photos and videos on IPads, learning to use new phones and 
understanding Telstra home internet bundles continue to be discussed.  Also 
buying online and using email services with passwords and security settings 
featured heavily. 

Month Number of participants 

November 4 

December 5 

January 5 

Vacation Care 

Funding body – Early Childhood Education and Care Directorate 
NSW Department of Education and Communities 

During the Christmas School Holidays, Vacation Care was held at both 
Bingara and Warialda.  Children participated in a range of different science 
experiments, cooking, excursions to the town libraries and town swimming 
pools and to Inverell to visit Shake Rattle and Bowl. 

 
Vacation Care enjoying a trip to Bingara swimming pool 

Science experiments included in the program were water walking – using 
different coloured water and paper towel allowing the colours to combine and 
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make new colours.  These were left overnight and the paint was used the next 
day on the colour diffusing paper.  Vinegar Egg Soaking – children placed an 
egg in a cup of vinegar to see what would happen with the egg; these took 
several days to get to the final result but allowed children to keep track of the 
progress. By the fourth day the shell of the egg had dissolved and the egg had 
become a rubbery texture.  Some of the eggs had become transparent and 
children could see the yolk.  These experiments were very popular with the 
children. 

 
Youth Service  
Funding body – Family and Community Services 

The Service has been assisting young people with applications for Centrelink, 
setting up MyGov accounts and working on some skills for out of school life.  
This involves working closely to assist young people facing homelessness and 
completing applications for assistance. 

Bingara Toy Library 
Funding body – Early Childhood Education and Care Directorate 
NSW Department of Education and Communities 

December is the month of Christmas craft, putting up the Christmas tree and 
end of year celebration parties at the Toy Library.  

Particulars November December January 
Toy Library Members- 
children utilising the 
service 

45 children 35 Children 34 Children 

Toy Library Members - 
Parents/Adults Attending 

100 KSK 
program 

42 KSK 
program 

10 KSK 
program 

Total memberships at 
Bingara Toy Library 

39 adults 31 adults 18 adults 

Toys returned 15 borrowers 15 borrowers 14 borrowers 

Toys borrowed 19 non borrow 21 non borrow 23 non borrower

Children/ Group using 
toys (members) 

2 birth 3 birth 2 birth 

Craft/songs/stories/Free 
play 

17 9 4 
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Families celebrated by bringing along a plate of food to share at Playgroup, 
Bubz Biz and Kool Skool Kids sessions.  Each child went home with a gift 
from the service as a small thank you for their attendance during 2018 and 
staff also gave a small gift out to each child as a thank you for supporting the 
service all year. 

Birth Certificate Ceremony - Bubz Biz 

For the last Bubz Biz session the Gwydir Shire Birth Certificate Ceremony was 
held to introduce the newest babies into Gwydir Shire and welcome them to 
the toy library service. 

A pack including a certificate, gift and voucher for six months’ membership to 
the Toy Library was given to each recipient by Deputy Mayor, Cr Catherine 
Egan.  Prime 7 News attended and the story can be viewed at 
https://www.prime7.com.au/news/5434-toy-library  

The local child and family Health Nurse was in attendance for this session to 
see members and to take measurements which are recorded in the Baby Blue 
Books. 

Bingara Toy Library closed until Monday 14 January 2019 for the Christmas 
period. 

Staff returned on Monday 7 January to undertake the annual toy inventory and 
cleaning of the toys. 

Families were offered holiday craft activities, support and free play during the 
school holiday period.  

The last week of the month saw the service back in full swing with normal 
sessions return: Bubz Biz, Playgroup and the Toy Library Kool Skool Kids 
Program were well attended. 

Supported Playgroup Development Worker 

Funding body – Family and Community Services 

Warialda Toy Library November December January 

Total daily attendance count for 
children, (no. of children having 
utilised the service calculating each 
day over the month) 

258 203 72 

Full borrowing members (new) 0 0 0 

Non borrowing members (new and/or 
renew) 

1 0 0 

Casual borrowing members (new or 
renew) 

0 0 0 

Commemorative Birth Certificate 
applications received 

4 5 7 

Toys returned 19 13 9 

Toys borrowed 13 9 0 

Groups using the service (FDC 
carers, Church and Pharmacy) 

4 4 4 
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Monday  group activity morning  66 56 19 

Tuesday group activity morning  61 50 16 

Wednesday group activity    9 

Thursday group activity morning 
sessions 

65 47 9 

Friday group activity morning  66 50 19 
 
Playgroup Location November December January 

Warialda – Monday 
morning 

66 56 19 

Gravesend – Wednesday 
morning 

21 16 holidays 

Bingara – Thursday 
morning 

26 11 9 

Total 113 83 36 

Splash and Play  

These sessions run for approximately one hour and cover a range of 
important skills and activities for the families to participate in with their child, 
not only during the session but also whenever they are swimming.  The 
activities are adapted to suit each child in the session. They aim to cover the 
early stages of swimming lessons which include: water safety and 
familiarisation, buoyancy and floatation, body position and rotation and 
underwater skills.  Overall the sessions are informative for the families and fun 
for the children.  Sessions will resume in February 2019. 

Number of 
children & 
families 

Bingara 
2 Sessions 

Warialda 
2 Sessions 

6 families 2 families 4 families 
6 children 2 children 4 children 
2 girls 1 girls 1 girls 
4 boys 1 boys 3 boys 
 2pts of contact 7pts of contact 

 
Splash and Play (Bingara) 

Bingara Preschool 
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Funding body - Early Childhood Education and Care Directorate 
NSW Department of Education and Communities 

Bingara Preschool has a new look for 2019.  Charmaine Reading has taken 
over as Director, and Sue Pereira, Fiona Rattray and Jo Coss are the 
preschool’s Early Childhood Educators.  Due to a reduction in funding the 
Preschool has limited the number of places available on any given day to 20.  
Children will be added to a waiting list and when there are enough children to 
warrant an extra member of staff the position will be advertised.  Funding has 
been sought through the Department of Education and Care to make some 
changes to the Centre and hopefully this will be forthcoming in the near future.  

Tharawonga Mobile Resource Unit 

Funding body – Department of Education | Department of Employment Australian 
Government  

The last day of care for Tharawonga in 2018 was 19 December.  

There are some changes occurring in 2019 that will make the Tharawonga 
Mobile Resource Unit service more efficient and parent friendly.  The first of 
these changes is that Government legislation now stipulates that 
parents/guardians are digitally signed in/out of the centres as a demonstration 
of “real time” usage of childcare.  This is required as the Government pays the 
childcare subsidy on hourly rates of care.  

In order to simplify the enrolment and sign in/out process Tharawonga has 
changed to a new software provider called Xplor.  Parents will no longer be 
emailed their statements each fortnight, but will be able to view their balance 
at any time through the Xplor parent portal.  Families will receive a PIN 
number that allows them to into the program to view only their own child’s 
attendance and their own balance. A PIN will also be used to sign children in 
and out. 

The change to Xplor software from QikKids and Storypark will be both 
cheaper and more time efficient.  In preparation for compulsory sign in/out, 
Tharawonga staff underwent training in Xplor on 7 January 2019. 

One staff member has left the service to pursue her Primary School teaching 
degree and a new staff member has joined Gravesend as team leader, and is 
already having a positive impact on the Service. 

 

Day Venue Attendance 

Monday Yetman 9 

Tuesday North Star 13 

Wednesday Yallaroi 14 

Thursday  Tulloona 5 

Thursday Gravesend 16 

Friday Gravesend 16 

Friday Crooble 4 
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Crooble  

A small Christmas party was held at Crooble on 7 December. The parents 
who attended watched their children in competitive reindeer races and trying 
to throw balls into the mouth of a hungry reindeer (i.e. a box with a mouth hole 
cut into it).  A family with two children has left the area, leaving only four 
children who are eligible to attend at Crooble. 

Gravesend 

Staff have been dissatisfied with the Gravesend School venue and the service 
has now moved to the Gravesend Community Clubhouse. 

A small Christmas party was held at Gravesend venue on 7 December and a 
graduation ceremony was held for children who were unable to attend the 
North Star graduation. 

North Star 

The Tharawonga Graduation and Christmas party was held at North Star on 
11 December. There were not many visitors from other towns, as most 
parents were either working or recovering from the drought.  The North Star 
Public School Principal made a speech about how Tharawonga and the 
school are working collaboratively to transition the 5 year old children into 
school. 

Due to some difficulties within the North Star school, Tharawonga has 
returned to the North Star hall for the Long Day Care program.  The hall offers 
a much larger space, outdoor mud kitchen and sand pit for outdoor play.  It 
also has adequate washing up facilities and the Service now operates from 
the hall. 

Tulloona  

A Christmas party was held at Tulloona on 6 December and was well 
attended.  There are only two enrolments for Tulloona in 2019 as children 
have transitioned to school.   It is expected this will change as the year 
progresses. 

Yallaroi 

Yallaroi child numbers have been down in the last term of 2018 due to illness 
but it is still boosted by the attendance of North Star children on the bus. 
These children have been attending on Tuesday and Wednesday.  The 
service will lose quite a few children to school in 2019. 

Yallaroi Christmas party was held on 5 December. 

Yetman 

Tharawonga loses two Yetman children to school in 2019 and one is leaving 
the area. 

Although affected by the loss, Yetman remains strong in numbers with some 
younger siblings about to start in care.  

Yetman Christmas party was held on 3 December with most parents in 
attendance and lots of fun was enjoyed out on the sports oval.  
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CONCLUSION 

The activities carried out by the Organisation and Community Development 
Department are in line with the 2018/2019 Operational Plan and otherwise as 
directed. 

CONSULTATION 

Consultation has occurred within the Organisation and Community 
Development Directorate. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Policy implications are those relating to the 2018/2019 Operational Plan and 
the Policies of Gwydir Shire Council. 

FINANCIAL, ECONOMIC and RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS (including 
Asset Management) 

The activities carried out by the Organisation and Community Development 
Department are in line with the 2018/2019 Operational Plan. 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS (Social and Environment) 

The activities undertaken by the Organisation and Community Development 
Department regarding social and environmental factors are targeted in line 
with the 2018/2019 Operational Plan. 

 
 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

 THAT the Organisation and Community development report for 
 December 2018/January 2019 be received 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

AT- WHS Performance Summary - January 2019 
AT-  WHS Action Plan 
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Item 7 Technical Services Report for December 2018 and January 
2019  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  5. Organisational Management 

OUTCOME: 5.1 CORPORATE MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGY: 2.1.1 Plan for and develop the right assets and 
infrastructure - TS -external 

AUTHOR Technical Services Director  

DATE 7 February 2019        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 

BACKGROUND 

The monthly Technical Services report has been identified by Council as the 
process of reporting the activities carried out monthly by the Technical 
Services Department. 

COMMENT 

1. TECHNICAL SERVICES AND ADMINISTRATION 

Technical Services infrastructure, planning, design and surveys were carried 
out in-house. The Technical Services staff continue to provide customer 
service to the Gwydir Shire residents. 

2. ENGINEERING SERVICES 

2.1 Construction/ Rehabilitation – Regional and Local Roads 

Warialda Truck Wash and High Productivity Vehicle Route 

Construction of the Warialda High Productivity Route continues. Approaches 
to the bridge over Reedy Creek have been built up to the bridge level using a 
combination of cement stabilised sandstone and no-fines concrete, permitting 
construction traffic to travel on the bridge for the first time. 
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Two pavement layers have been laid between the Gwydir Highway and Reedy 
Creek with the third and final layer in the process of being carted. 

Significant progress has been made on the Truck Wash site including 
completion of several stormwater and sewer lines, the installation of a sewer 
pump well and the finalisation of the sub base pavement layer. Lachlan Hall 
Constructions has been awarded the contract for construction of the concrete 
components of the truck wash, including a 50m long wash down ramp, sludge 
pits and effluent dump points. These works are expected to commence in the 
second week of February and have a duration of eight weeks. 

 
 
 
 



Council - 28 February 2019 Gwydir Shire 
Council 

 

 

 
93 

Horton Road Resheeting 

Southern construction staff completed 4.2km of resheeting on Horton Road, 
west of Upper Horton. The new pavement has an expected useful life of 10 
years. 

 

 
 

Adams Scrub Road  

Southern Construction staff completed a major realignment of two reverse 
curves on Adams Scrub Road. As part of the realignment a concrete 
causeway was replaced with a twin cell 900mm concrete pipe culvert, raising 
the vertical alignment of the road and reducing a significant dip. These works 
have significantly improved safety and will allow through traffic in heavy storm 
events exceeding 1 in 10 year storms.  
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2.2  Works – Local, Regional and State Roads 

Gravel Resheeting 
SR11 Horton Road, SR38 Adams Scrub Road.  
 
Maintenance Grading 
SR9 IB Bore, SR42 Mungle Road, SR72 Scotts Road, SR202 Mistake Road, 
SR41 County Boundary, SR16 Trevallyn Road and SR57 Currangandi Road. 
 
Bitumen Patching 
HW102 Gwydir Highway, Local and Regional Roads. 
 
Vegetation Control 
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SR3 Elcombe Road, SR1 Copeton Dam Road, SR2 Bundarra Road, SR11 
Horton Road and MR133 Killarney Gap Road 
 
Miscellaneous Work 
Delivery of potable water 
Medical Centre – level and gravel new carport 
 
Landfill Maintenance (Pushing Up and Grounds Maintenance) 
Warialda Rail, Gravesend, Bingara. 
 
Private Works for Councillors and Staff - Nil Report 

Self Help Program - Nil Report 

2.3 Roads Maintenance Council Contract – Works Orders issued by RMS 

All Work Orders issued by RMS are quality assurance schedule of rates 
projects carried out by Council staff under the Roads Maintenance Council 
Contract with Roads and Maritime Services. 

This year’s reseal program is currently almost completed, contracted to Fulton 
Hogan as a full service contract, with an emulsion rejuvenation seal still to be 
completed.  These works have included five segments throughout HW12 
Gwydir Highway and two segments throughout MR63 Fossickers Way.  All 
line marking has now been completed on segments already resealed. 

A Work Order has been issued for the survey and design of Segment 5340 on 
MR63 Fossickers Way.  This segment is programmed to be rehabilitated next 
financial year, with the survey and design required for completion this financial 
year.  A Work Order has also been issued for the construction of pedestrian 
access ramps onto the Northern side of Campbell Bridge in Bingara and both 
sides of the Copeton Dam Road intersection.  All works are now programmed 
to be completed before the end of the financial year.  A proposal for crack 
sealing works throughout MR63 Fossickers Way and HW12 Gwydir Highway 
is currently in progress.  Works are also being discussed for the 
renewal/repair of several pipe culverts throughout the network. 

Routine maintenance continues each week undertaking inspections, rest area 
services, vegetation control and bitumen repairs. 

HW12 Gwydir Highway – Warialda HPV Route Intersection Works 
Authorisation Deed (WAD) 
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The WAD for the Warialda HPV Route is still in progress with a third design 
review currently being assessed by the RMS.  Works are now completed on 
the box culvert extension and permission from the RMS has now been 
granted for construction crews to undertake earthworks where required 
alongside the existing roadway, to prepare a foundation for the select fill, sub-
base and base layers for the widening of the proposed alignment.  Clearing of 
the intersection footprint has now been completed.  Once the WAD has been 
finalised, all remaining intersection works can commence. 

2.4 Rural Roads 2019 Capital Works Program – Attachment 1 

2.5 Other Services 

2.5.1 Street services continued to be maintained for vehicular, pedestrian and 
public conveniences; 

2.5.2 Stormwater drainage facilities continue to be maintained; 

2.5.3 Aerodromes at Warialda and Bingara continue to be maintained and 
inspections are done monthly; 

2.5.4 Existing quarry sources are continually being utilised and future sources 
are being investigated as time permits with other competing projects; 

2.5.5 The radio and television towers continued to be maintained. 

3. DESIGN AND ASSET SERVICES 

Survey, design and soil testing is continuing for the 2018-2019 works 
programs.  Progress is as follows: 

Adams Scrub Road 

Design and set out has been completed at 4km to 4.5km along Adams Scrub 
Road with works commenced and almost finished. This project will be to 
realign and improve the drainage of this section. 

North Star Road – Segment 300 

Design has been completed on segment 300, ready for construction to 
commence. 

Delungra Road – Segment  

Design has been completed on segment 120 and 130, ready for construction 
to commence. 

Warialda HPV Route 

The survey team continues with the set out of the truck wash area.  This will 
be an intricate earthworks project and will require set out files for all the 
different components.  

Hospital Park - Warialda 

Following community consultation there is continued design being completed 
on the hospital park project. 

4. TOWN SERVICES 

Water and Sewer 
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Level 1 water restrictions were put into place on 7 January 2019 to be 
effective until end of February.  Due to a number of requests from elderly 
residents, some amendments were introduced to be effective from 11 
February.  Currently the restrictions prohibit the use of sprinklers between 
10am and 6pm although hand held hoses are permitted.  The restrictions 
were necessary to allow the reservoirs to recover and avoiding watering in the 
heat of the day is more efficient.  The water restrictions will now be in place 
until mid March.  

Council has changed its watering program for Parks and Gardens where 
possible to fit within the restriction time frames. 

During January water operators attended to 23 service line repairs, six (6) 
water main breaks, three (3) sewer blockages and replaced several faulty 
water meters.  

Water system at Bingara showground was modified to service the new stable 
block including additional isolation valves.  

Gravesend telemetry system had a fault and system had to be manually 
started and stopped for several weeks until repairs could be carried out. 

Parks 

Captain Cook Park, Warialda was completed prior to Christmas with soft fall 
containment sleepers and Soft fall. 

 
Captain Cook Park in Warialda 

CWA Park in Bingara is undergoing some minor change with the removal of 
two old shelters with table and chairs. The shelters will be replaced with 
modern Colorbond shelter with timber seating; this project was partly funded 
by a visitor to Bingara.  The building crew have worked in conjunction with the 
water crew to remove the existing shelters and pour two new concrete slabs 
with footpaths to the street. 
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Bingara Showground 

 

The new stable block at the Bingara Showground is complete.  This project 
was funded by the Stronger Communities Round 2 Grant Program.  A total 
cost of $50,000 was available for this project. The stable block was 
constructed by Council’s building crew with the water crew constructing the 
pad.  An extension to the water supply was carried out to allow the new stable 
block to be serviced. 

 
New stable block at Bingara Showground 

Plant Workshop 

The new Western Star gravel truck arrived in December 2018. 
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Council’s new Western Star gravel truck 

Plant and equipment is being serviced and maintained. The February 
common expiry date registration plant items were renewed.  The following 
major jobs were under taken during December – January: 

 P1789 – backhoe – transmission fault 

 P1428 truck – electrical fault 

 P1837 – water truck – PTO repairs 

 P 1639 – roller – Cabin mount repairs 

 P 1721 – grader – blade slides 

 P1684 – compactor – exhaust repairs 

 P1106 – pig trailer – spring pack replacement 

 P1841 – excavator – tilt head repairs 

 P1474 – roller – hydraulic motor replacement 

 P1665 – loader – air conditioner repairs 

 P1786 – water truck – PTO repairs 

5. DEVELOPMENT AND BUILDING SERVICES  

Development 

The Department continues to receive enquiries and provide advice on a range 
of planning and building matters including: 

 Minor structure construction e.g. sheds 

 Commercial opportunities and construction 

 Basix (Building Sustainability Index) 

 Bushfire requirements 

 Building construction standards and requirements 

 Stormwater 

 Licensing and owner builder requirements 

 Fees and charges 

The following Construction Certificate (C/C), Building Certificate (B/C) and 
S68 applications have been approved for December 2018. 
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The following Construction Certificate (C/C) applications were approved by a 
Private Certifier and lodged with Council during the month. 

ILLEGAL ACTIVITY 

 

NO. OF COMPLAINTS/INSPECTIONS  

 
 

The following Construction Certificate (C/C), Building Certificate (B/C) and 
S68 applications have been approved for January 2019. 

 

NO. OF COMPLAINTS/INSPECTIONS  

 

Building Maintenance  

The Department continues to receive requests to carry out minor maintenance 
and these are generally dealt with in a timely manner.  Otherwise the works 
are scheduled into maintenance staff building activities including new works 
for attention.   

Projects Worked on during December 2018 
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Staff worked on the following projects during December: 

 Bingara showground – construction of stables. 

 Captain Cook Park – installation of playground equipment and soft fall 
barrier. 

 Warialda Memorial hall – repairs and maintenance 

 Diamond Swamp RFS Shed – repairs and maintenance. 

 Bingara Medical Centre – installation of carport.  

Projects Worked on during January 2019 

Staff worked on the following projects during January: 

 Bingara showground – construction of stables 

 Warialda Rail sportsground – extension to Clubhouse 

 CWA Park Bingara – construction of new picnic shelter 

 Staff Training – Working near Powerlines 

 Warialda Recreation Ground – started construction of new amenities 

 
6. ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES  

Environment and Sustainability Department December 2018/January 
2019 

The Department continues to receive enquiries and provide advice on a range 
of health matters including: 

 Overgrown properties 

 Food premises design and fit-out 

 Food handling practices  

 Mobile food vendors 

 Licensing 

 Water carting  

 Pet ownership 

 Air and water pollution 

 Noise pollution 

 Littering 

 Legislation 

Water Surveillance  

The Department continues to carry out routine weekly microbiological 
sampling of the water supply in the towns of Warialda and Bingara, fortnightly 
sampling of Gravesend and monthly sampling at North Star. 

Health Related Inspections for December 2018 and January 2019 
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Cemeteries 

Both Warialda and Bingara Cemeteries continued to be maintained. 

Food Premise Inspections/Re-inspections 

All Food Premises have undergone their annual inspection.  There were no 
inpections or re-inspections carried out in December or January 2019.  
Enquiries or complaints are actioned as necessary. 

Compliance and Regulatory Control 
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Council received complaints regarding roaming stock and dogs, noise, the 
keeping of animals and other concerns during the month of December 2018 
and January 2019.  These are investigated and actioned as necessary and 
are detailed in the following table. 

Inspections and Advice December and January 2019 

 

 

 

Regulatory Activity December and January 2019 
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Riverside Camping 

Council’s Compliance Officer now carries out daily checks along the Gwydir 
River to ensure that camping is being conducted in a safe and hygienic 
manner.  There is no data available for the first two weeks of the month due to 
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staff being on leave.  The graph below shows the available daily camping 
figures for the month of December and January 2019. 

 

 

Grazing Permits 
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The demand for Roadside Grazing Permits has remained steady.  Summer 
storms have offered some reprieve but as the roadsides regenerate after the 
rains, stockholders are taking advantage of the extra feed available.  As the 
Consent Authority for road reserves, Council has issued concurrence to the 
North West Local Land Services.  The following graph shows the applications 
received for January 2019 compared to the previous 5 months. 

 

 

Waste Services 

Scheduled kerbside collection of waste, recycling and green waste was 
carried out throughout the Shire.  There was one case of illegal dumping at 
Gravesend Landfill, where approximately 1500kg of asbestos was found to 
have been dumped.   Staff were on hand and were able to safely remediate 
the area and transfer the asbestos to the Warialda Landfill in the appropriate 
manner.   

All Waste Recovery Centres in the Shire continue to be supervised/monitored 
and maintained.  Staff continue to make changes to the site layout and 
signage to improve onsite operation and access for residents unloading waste 
and recyclable materials. 

Council is continuing to supply mulch from chipped green waste to residents. 

Steel continues to be stockpiled for collection at the Bingara and Warialda 
Waste Recovery Centres.   

Container Deposit Scheme 

The Container Deposit Scheme (CDS) is now up and running at the Warialda 
Landfill and is proving to be very popular.  Customers are able to leave their 



Council - 28 February 2019 Gwydir Shire 
Council 

 

 

 
107 

containers for counting and then collect their voucher for redemption at the 
Warialda Council Office.  Feedback so far has been positive.   

There have now been over 265,000 eligible cans and bottles returned to date.  
There has been a continual steady increase since the inception of Councils 
CDS site in June 2018, culminating in a total of 61,095 containers deposited in 
December; this is a daily average of 1,971 containers.   

One would expect this number to decrease slightly over the next few months 
now that the holiday season is over, but the previous steady increase 
indicates that consumers are embracing the scheme.   

This can only have an increasing positive impact on the volume of garbage 
deposited at the landfills and the demand for recycling services within the 
shire.  The graph below shows the monthly deposits since the opening of 
Council’s CDS Site in June 2018. 

 

Breakdown of Waste Collection for December 2018 and January 2019 
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Recycling Contamination December 2018 

 

Recycling Contamination January 2019 
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Organics Contamination December 2018 

 

Organics Contamination January 2019 

 

 

NOXIOUS WEEDS CONTROL 

Property Inspection Program 

Staff continue to assist farmers and the community with: 

 Funding advice 

 Noxious weeds advice 

 Property inspections 

 Spraying of noxious weeds 

 Property inspections in Section D are currently being undertaken 

Section 28 Noxious Weeds Certificates 

The graph below shows the noxious weeds certificates issued during 
December 2018 and January 2019, compared to the previous six (6) months.  
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Weeds Inspections 

Not even the weeds have been thriving with the current drought conditions, 
but the recent rains will bring change and the weeds are starting to appear 
throughout the shire.   

The following graph shows the noxious weeds inspections carried out in 
January 2019 compared to the previous five (5) months.  

 

Noxious Weeds Inspections for the month of December 2018 

Areas Inspected N
o

. 

H
a 

 

R
d

 k
m

  

Weeds Present 

Private Property 1 1152  
Common Pear, Sweet Briar, African 

Boxthorn 

Roadside  6 324.76 
162.3

8 
St Johns Wort, Sweet Briar, 

Blackberry, Tree Pear, Tiger Pear 

Roadside Inspections High Risk  2 263.22 
131.6

1 
Feral Fruit Trees 

Noxious Weeds Inspections for the month of January 2019 

Areas Inspected N
o

. 

H
a 

 

R
d

 k
m

  

Weeds Present 

Private Property 23 6727.5  Common Pear, Tree Pear, Green 
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Cestrum, Blackberry 

Private Property – High Risk 6 16768.4  
Tree Pear, Common Pear, Green 

Cestrum, African Boxthorn, 
 Mother of Millions 

Roadside – High Risk Pathways 8 254.53  
Tiger Pear, African Boxthorn,  

St Johns Wort, Rope Pear, Tree 
Pear, Green Cestrum 

Water Ways – High Risk 
Pathways 

4 4056  
Tree Pear, Common Pear, Green 

Cestrum, African Boxthorn 

Roadside 10 470.45 94.09
Tree Pear, St Johns Wort, Sweet 

Briar, African Boxthorn, Tiger Pear 
Other Council Lands 1 5  Common Pear, Tree Pear 

Dept of Lands 3 75.54  
Sweet Briar, Mimosa Bush, 
Common Pear, Tree Pear 

National Parks/Nature Reserves 2 3385  
African Boxthorn, Tiger Pear, Tree 

Pear, Common Pear 

NWLLS Reserves 2 25.4  
Common Pear, African Boxthorn, 

Harissia Cactus, Tree Pear, Green 
Cestrum, Tiger Pear 

Noxious weeds control works for December 2018 

Road/Property Locality Weed Code 

A
re

a 
H

a 

R
o

ad
 

km
 

H
ig

h
 

R
is

k 
R

o
ad

 

C
o

u
n

ci
l 

R
o

ad
 

O
th

er
 

Bingara Common – Halls 
Creek Riparian Area Bingara GC 40    1 
RR63 Yetman Road Warialda FFT 98.72 49.36 1   
RR7705 North Star 
Road North Star FFT 164.5 82.25 1  
MR462 Bruxner Way North Star HC 49.76 24.88 1  

MR134 Delungra Road Myall Creek 
General 
Weeds 40.5 20.25 1  

SH12 Gwydir Hwy Warialda MB 115.94 57.97 1  

Noxious weeds control works for January 2019 

Road/Property Locality 
Weed 
Code 

A
re

a 
H

a 

R
o

ad
 

km
 

H
ig

h
 

R
is

k 
R

o
ad

 

C
o

u
n

ci
l 

R
o

ad
 

O
th

er
 

SR21 Terry Hie Hie Rd Rocky Creek SJ 30.75 6.15  1  
SR98 Teregee Rd Rocky Creek SJ 20 4  1  
MR133 Kilarney Gap Rd Rocky Creek SJ 332.5 66.5 1  
SR87 Horseshoe Bend Rd Gineroi SB 21.2 4.24  1  
Bingara River Common Bingara GC 40   1 
SR18 Gineroi Rd Gineroi AB 158.95 31.79 1  
SR267 Cumble Rd Warialda Rail AB 24.8 4.96 1  
SR18 Gineroi Rd Gineroi RP-TP 158.95 31.79 1  
SR267 Cumble Rd Warialda Rail RP-TP 24.8 4.96 1  
SR286 Sonoma Rd Warialda Rail RP-TP 11.25 2.25  1  
MR462 Bruxner Way North Star HC 124.4 24.88 1  
Warialda Sewerage 
Treatment Ponds Warialda C 4.403   1 
SR14 Mosquito Creek Rd Warialda HC 219.95 43.99 1  
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WEED OF THE MONTH 

All information obtained from North West Weeds (Les Tanner) 

Green cestrum – Cestrum parqui 

 

Like many of our noxious weeds, green cestrum (Cestrum parqui) was 
introduced into Australia as a garden plant. Easy to grow, it’s attractive yellow 
flowers guaranteed widespread plantings in gardens everywhere (photo left – 
good example). 

Birds and river systems have done the rest, spreading the plant’s fruit into 
rural areas in many parts of E. Australia. Birds spread green cestrum fruit from 
garden situations to neighbouring areas. Usually, the birds head for the cool 
shade of trees along waterways. The new plants flourish in these well-watered 
areas. 

How to identify green cestrum 

 
Green cestrum flowers are yellow and trumpet-shaped. The dark green leaves 
are smooth and shiny. This photograph also shows the berries – some green 
and some ripe, black ones. Cestrum grows to a height of around 3 metres. 



Council - 28 February 2019 Gwydir Shire 
Council 

 

 

 
113 

Apart from the distinctive, yellow, trumpet-shaped flowers, there are two other 
important identification procedures: 

1. The stems/branches are very brittle. They snap off easily. 
2. Crush a leaf between your fingers. The smell is very unpleasant! (Wash 

your hands afterwards!) 

 
 

The plant 

Green cestrum sheds some of its leaves through the winter, and new growth 
kicks in during spring. Green cestrum officially flowers late spring to late 
summer. But, in north west NSW, green cestrum seems to flowers all year 
except mid-winter! Green cestrum can cause some human health problems 
e.g. contact with crushed leaves and green berries in particular has been 
reported as causing elevated temperatures and hallucinations. 

On a much more serious note, green cestrum can be extremely toxic to 
animals including sheep, horses, pigs, poultry but ESPECIALLY 
CATTLE! 

According to “Noxious Plants of Australia” by Parsons & Cuthbertson (Inkata 
Press) it doesn’t take much plant material to affect animals, who “become 
feverish with poor appetites and increased thirst, are excited and sometimes 
scour before developing a general paralysis. Death usually occurs within 
hours of the first signs of symptoms so animals are often found dead without 
any symptoms being seen. Post-mortem examination shows general 
hemorrhaging throughout the body tissues, a large amount of blood in the 
bowel and severe gastroenteritis.” 
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Stock owners should NEVER take the plant for granted: Green cestrum is 
a mysterious plant.  Animals can graze in amongst it for months without any 
problems.  Then, “out of the blue”, a change of weather conditions (especially 
light rain after an extended dry spell) or some other climatic phenomena 
triggers a change in the chemistry of the plant which in turn makes the plant 
attractive to stock – especially hungry stock.  The main danger period for 
animals is when the plants have been broken off, chemically treated or 
drought affected.  As the plant material dries out, it can become more 
attractive to animals.  Any part of the plant can be toxic.  Another danger 
period is when stock, particularly cattle, are put into a new paddock.  In these 
situations, stressed and disorientated animals will often try a variety of plants 
that they would not normally eat. 

 

Control methods 
1. Manual control is an option for small patches. Physical removal of all plant 
material is very difficult because of the complex root system but the plant will 
eventually give up if you keep at it! Never leave any plant material where it 
can be eaten by stock. Drying plant material is at its most dangerous! 
2. They are a number of herbicides registered for treatment of green cestrum. 
Again, a word of warning! Animals may be tempted to eat the plant material as 
it is drying out. Keep stock away until well after the leaves and other soft parts 
of the plant have decomposed. According to NSW DPI’s excellent booklet 
“Noxious and Environmental Weed Control Handbook 6th Edition”, herbicide 
treatments include:  

Chemical options Rate Comments 

Metsulfuron-methyl 
600g/L  PLUS Triclopyr 300 
g/L + picloram + 
aminopyralid 8 g/L Grazon 
Extra® 

500 ml per 
100 L water 

Apply from late spring to early 
autumn when bushes are active. 
Regrowth and seedlings must be 
resprayed when 1 m high 
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Triclopyr +picloram 300 
g/L + 100 g/L eg Grazon 
DS® 

Triclopyr + picloram 240 
g/L + 120 g/L eg Access® 

1.0 L per 60 L 
diesel 

Basal bark application 

2,4 -D + picloram 300 g/L + 
75 g/L eg Tordon 75D® 

650 ml per 
100 L water 

Actively-growing bushes in full leaf 

Amitrole + ammonium 
thiocyanate 250 g/L + 220 
g/L eg Amitrole T® 

1.1 L per 100 
L water 

Handgun application only. Aquatic 
areas: drains, channels, streams, 
lakes and dams. Active growth, 
before flowering 

Triclopyr 600 g/L eg 
Garlon® 

170 ml per 
100 L water 

Re-treat regrowth next season 

Triclopyr 600 g/L eg 
Garlon® 

1.0 L per 30 L 
diesel 

DO NOT over treat as excessive 
run-off might affect adjacent trees 
and shrubs through root 
absorption. Please refer to Permit 
PER11427 for full details. NSW 
only. 

Glyphosate 360 g/L 
(various trade names)If 
using heavier strength 
glyphosate reduce rates 
accordingly 

1 part 
glyphosate to 
1.5 parts 
water 

Cut, scrape and paint. Full details 
see Permit PER9907 

spot spray 
100 mL per 10 
L water 

Spot spray. Full details see Permit 
PER9907 

Picloram 45 g/kg Vigilant® Undiluted 

Cut stump/stem injection 
application. Apply a 3–5 mm layer 
of gel for stems less than 20 mm. 
Apply 5 mm layer on stems above 
20 mm (see label) 

IMPORTANT: USE OF PESTICIDES – ALWAYS READ THE LABEL 
Pesticides must only be used for the purpose for which they are registered 
and must not be used in any other situation or in any manner contrary to the 
directions on the label. Never use a herbicide in any way contrary to the label 
recommendations.  

More Information: Includes “Noxious Plants of Australia”, by Parsons and 
Cuthbertson [Inkata Press].  

Disclaimer: The information contained in this web site is based on knowledge 
and understanding at the time of writing. However, because of advances in 
knowledge, users are reminded of the need to ensure that information upon 
which they rely is up to date and to check currency of the information with the 
appropriate officer of North West Weeds or the user’s independent adviser. 
Les Tanner 30/07/15 

CONSULTATION 
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Consultation is carried out within the Technical Services Department during 
the monthly Technical Services team meetings and other relevant persons. 

CONCLUSION 

The activities carried out by the Technical Services Department are in line 
with the 2018/2019 Management Plan and otherwise as directed. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the Report by the Technical Services Department on the activities of the 
Department including Notices of Intent, Orders and Penalty Notices issued by 
Council be noted. 

 
 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

 THAT the Technical Services report for December 2018/January 
 2019 be received 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

AT- 2018-19 Capital Works Program 31 Jan 19 
  



Ordinary Meeting - 28 February 2019 
Technical Services Report for December 2018 and 
January 2019.DOC 

Attachment 1 
2018-19 Capital Works 
Program 31 Jan 19 
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Item 8 Monthly Investment and Rates Collection report for 
January 2019  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  5. Organisational Management 

OUTCOME: 5.1 CORPORATE MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGY: 5.1.1 Financial management and accountability systems - 
CFO - internal 

AUTHOR Manager, Finance  

DATE 19 February 2019        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 

IN BRIEF / SUMMARY 

At each monthly Ordinary Meeting, the Council is presented with the schedule 
relating to Investments, as at the end of the previous month. 

BACKGROUND 

In accordance with Clause 19(3) of the Local Government (Financial 
Management) Regulation 1993, the following information provides details of 
Council’s funds invested as at 31 January 2019. 
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I, Helen Thomas, Finance Manager and Responsible Accounting Officer for 
Gwydir Shire Council, certify that the Council’s investments have been made 
in accordance with the Local Government Act 1993, Local Government 
(General) Regulation 2005 and Council’s Investment Policy (F.01.03), as 
amended. 

RATES COLLECTIONS 

The graph below represents a comparative of the percentage collections for 
the current year against the two previous rating years.  The current years 
collections are up to 31st January 2019. 
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T Corp Performance Summary – January 2019 

 

 

SEALED DOCUMENTS 

The following documents have been issued under Council’s seal since the last 
Council Meeting: 

Date of Seal Details Doc No. 

22/01/19 Confidentiality Deed – ARTC – Inland Rail 19/1205 

14/02/19 Deed of Variation – Bingara Swimming Pool 
Stronger Country Communities Round 1 

19/3200 

 
 
 
 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

 THAT the monthly Investment and Rates Collection report for 
 January 2019 be received. 
 
 Further that the Common Seal attachments are noted. 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

There are no attachments for this report.    
 
 


