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Item 11 Joint Organisations  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  4. Proactive Regional and Local Leadership 

OUTCOME: 4.1 WE ARE AN ENGAGED & CONNECTED COMMUNITY 

STRATEGY: 4.2.1 Build strong relationships and shared 
responsibilities - GM - external 

AUTHOR General Manager  

DATE 9 December 2017        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 

IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 

Gwydir Shire Council is to determine if it wants to be a member of a Joint 
Organisation, (recommended) and if it does which Joint Organisation: either 
Namoi or New England. 

TABLED ITEMS Nil 

BACKGROUND 

At the 9th March 2017 Confidential Community Services and Planning 
Committee Meeting, the Committee resolved to recommend to the Council: 

THAT the Mayor is authorised to progress, in a positive manner, 
discussions to initiate the reallocation of both Moree Plains and 
Gwydir Shire Councils into the New England Joint Organisation 
from the Namoi Joint Organisation. 

However, until such time that the enabling legislation was passed by the State 
Parliament and promulgated, Gwydir Shire has remained an active member of 
the Namoi JO.  The anticipated legislation was expected to include a 
mandatory requirement that each Council must become a member of a Joint 
Organisation and this appears to no longer be the case. 

There are definite advantages in joining a Joint Organisation, which include 
access to TCorp funds, subject to certain requirements, joint funding 
opportunities and positive participation in regional strategic planning. 

COMMENT 

Gwydir Shire is, at the moment, actively involved in both the Namoi and New 
England Groups.  This is also the case for Uralla Shire Council. 

Gwydir Shire’s current financial membership of the Namoi Joint Organisation 
will continue up to 30th June 2018. 
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The new Joint Organisation structure will commence from 1st July 2018.  A 
decision by each regional and rural Council needs to be made by 28th 
February 2018 in order for the appropriate proclamations to be made to 
enable the 1st July 2018 commencement date to be achieved.  

Sydney Metropolitan Councils are not included in this process. 

CONCLUSION 

The Council needs to consider whether it wants to be a member of a Joint 
Organisation and if ‘yes’, as recommended, which option outlined in the 
recommendation to this report it wants to adopt. 

If the Council wants to maintain its current position, adopted in March 2017, 
then Option 2 is the option to adopt. 
 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

 THAT Gwydir Shire Council resolves to join a Joint Organisation 
 within its Planning Region. 

 In accordance with Part 7 of Chapter 12 of the Local Government Act 
 1993 (Act), the Gwydir Shire Council (Council) resolves: 
 
 1. That the Council inform the Minister for Local Government   
  (Minister) of the Council’s endorsement of the Minister   
  recommending to the Governor the establishment of a Joint  
  Organisation (Joint Organisation) in accordance with this   
  resolution. 
 
 2. To approve the inclusion of the Council’s area in the Joint   
  Organisation’s area. 
 
 3. That the Joint Organisation be established to cover the   
  Council’s area and any one or more of the following council  
  areas: 
 
  OPTION 1 NAMOI 
 
  a) Gunnedah Shire Council, Gwydir Shire Council, Liverpool  
   Plains Shire Council, Narrabri Shire Council, Tamworth  
   Regional Council, (possibly Uralla Shire Council) and  
   Walcha Council 

      OR 

  OPTION 2 NEW ENGLAND 
   
  a) Gwydir Shire Council, Glen Innes Severn Shire Council,  
   Inverell Shire Council, Moree Plains Shire Council,   
   Tenterfield Shire Council, (possibly Uralla Shire Council)  
   and Armidale Regional Council. 
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 4. That before 28 February 2018, the General Manager provide  
  the Minister with a copy of this resolution including the date  
  on which Council made this resolution. 
 
 5. That, on the expiry of a period of 28 days from the making of  
  this resolution, the General Manager inform the Minister that  
  this resolution has not been rescinded. 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

AT-  Communication from OLG
AT- Information Pack  
   
 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 416/17 

 THAT Gwydir Shire Council resolves to join a Joint Organisation 
 within its Planning Region. 

 In accordance with Part 7 of Chapter 12 of the Local Government 
 Act 1993 (Act), the Gwydir Shire Council (Council) resolves: 
 
 1. That the Council inform the Minister for Local Government  
  (Minister) of the Council’s endorsement of the Minister  
  recommending to the Governor the establishment of a Joint 
  Organisation (Joint Organisation) in accordance with this  
  resolution. 
 
 2. To approve the inclusion of the Council’s area in the Joint  
  Organisation’s area. 
 
 3. That the Joint Organisation be established to cover the  
  Council’s area and any one or more of the following council 
  areas: 
 
  NAMOI 
 
  a) Gunnedah Shire Council, Gwydir Shire Council, Liverpool 
   Plains Shire Council, Narrabri Shire Council, Tamworth 
   Regional Council, (possibly Uralla Shire Council) and  
   Walcha Council 
       
 4. That before 28 February 2018, the General Manager provide 
  the Minister with a copy of this resolution including the date 
  on which Council made this resolution. 
 
 5. That, on the expiry of a period of 28 days from the making of 
  this resolution, the General Manager inform the Minister that 
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  this resolution has not been rescinded. 
 
 (Moved Cr D Coulton, seconded Cr Egan) 
 

Upon being put to the meeting, the motion was declared carried. 

For the Motion were Crs Dick, Dixon OAM, Egan, J Coulton, Moore, 
Smith, Galvin, D Coulton and Young Total (9). 

Against the Motion was Nil Total (0). 
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Item 12 LGNSW Annual Conference  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  4. Proactive Regional and Local Leadership 

OUTCOME: 4.1 WE ARE AN ENGAGED & CONNECTED COMMUNITY 

STRATEGY: 4.2.2 Work in partnership to plan for the future - GM - 
external 

AUTHOR General Manager  

DATE 9 December 2017        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 

IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 

This report is for notation and suggests that a representation is made to the 
Deputy Premier to extend the same financial benefit to Councils that were 
amalgamated in 2004. 

TABLED ITEMS Nil 

BACKGROUND 

Councillors J Coulton (Mayor), Egan (Deputy Mayor), D Coulton, Dixon OAM, 
Galvin and Young together with staff members attended this conference held 
in Sydney last week. 

The Council had two motions considered at the conference, and both were 
adopted: 

That the Local Government NSW Annual Conference call on the 
Minister for Primary Industries to expedite the review of the Animal 
Welfare Code of Practice – Breeding dogs and cats to incorporate 
the recommended improvements put forward by both the NSW 
Companion Animals Taskforce Report (2012) and the Joint Select 
Committee on Companion Animal Breeding Practices in New South 
Wales (2015); and; 

That the conference urges the Premier to appoint a Minister for 
Local Government without the distraction of any other portfolio 
responsibilities. 

The complete record of the conference decisions is attached. 

COMMENT 

One of the speakers at the conference was the Labor Shadow Minister for 
Local Government who pointed out that the Office of Local Government had a 
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saving of $110,000,000 outlined in the latest State Budget Papers due to the 
reduction in the anticipated number of amalgamations. 

When Gwydir Shire was created in 2004, the direct costs attributed to the 
amalgamation for the first three years was greater than $3,000,000, which 
placed a significant burden on the ‘new’ Shire and the legacy continues to this 
day.  This would not have occurred if the NSW State Government had 
extended the same financial incentive offered during this round of 
amalgamations during the amalgamations in 2004. 

As the 2004 amalgamations were entirely rural based from memory, it may be 
appropriate to request this consideration of the Nationals’ Deputy Premier. 

CONCLUSION 

I believe all those Council representatives who attended the Conference found 
it to be an enlightening and enjoyable experience and I’m sure they all wish to 
extend their appreciation to the Council for allowing their attendance. 

While in Sydney the delegates also attended a tour of the Cobbitty 
Greenhouse, similar to the possible Warialda Greenhouse, and this was a 
very worthwhile experience as well. 

 
 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

 THAT the report be received and noted. 
 
 FURTHER that the Council writes to the Deputy Premier requesting the 
 Government’s consideration to extending the same or similar financial 
 assistance to the Councils amalgamated in 2004 as offered during the 
 most recent round of amalgamations. 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

AT- Conference Decisions   
   
 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 417/17 
 
 THAT the report be received and noted. 
 
 FURTHER that the Council writes to the Deputy Premier requesting 
 the Government’s consideration to extending the same or similar 
 financial assistance to the Councils amalgamated in 2004 as 
 offered during the most recent round of amalgamations. 
 
 (Moved Cr Young, seconded Cr Dixon OAM) 
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Item 13 Formation of the Warialda Rail Community S355 
Committee  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  1. A healthy and cohesive community 

OUTCOME: 1.1 WE HAVE HEALTHY SPACES AND PLACE 

STRATEGY: 1.1.3 Provide the right places, spaces and activities - OCD 
- external 

AUTHOR General Manager  

DATE 9 December 2017        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 

IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 

This report recommends the formation of the Warialda Rail Community 
Committee under Section 355 of the Local Government Act. 

TABLED ITEMS Nil 

BACKGROUND 

On 28th November 2017 a Community Meeting was held at Warialda Rail 
(minutes attached) and voted unanimously to seek Council’s endorsement to 
form a Warialda Rail Section 355 Committee of the Council to act as an 
advisory group to Council on the specific needs within Warialda Rail. 

The community meeting has suggested the following membership for the 
Committee: 

• Councillor Representative: Cr Marilyn Dixon 

• Council Staff Representative: Suzanne Webber 

• Chair: Erin Hall 

• Secretary: Jess Hawkins 

• Treasurer: Jackie Smith 

• General committee members: Amyche Smith, Lance Brydges, 
Frances Hay, John Hay, Marina Nolan, Mandy Field, David Farrell, 
Edward Burch 

COMMENT 

This example of ‘grassroots’ involvement by the local Warialda Rail 
community is to be applauded and certainly warrants the Council’s support. 
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STATUTORY ENVIRONMENT 

The advisory committee will be created under Section 355 of the Local 
Government Act. 
 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

 THAT the Warialda Rail Community Committee be created under 
 Section 355 of the Local Government Act in line with the community 
 meeting minutes attached. 
 
 FURTHER that Cr. M Dixon OAM be nominated as the Councillor 
 representative of the Committee. 
 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

AT- Community Meeting Minutes 
   
 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 418/17 
 
 THAT the Warialda Rail Community Committee be created under 
 Section 355 of the Local Government Act in line with the 
 community meeting minutes attached. 
 
 FURTHER that Cr. M Dixon OAM be nominated as the Councillor 
 representative of the Committee. 
 
 (Moved Cr Dixon OAM, seconded Cr Galvin) 
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Cr Jim Moore 
 

North Star Public School 
 
Cr Moore advised the meeting that he attended this school’s annual 
presentation night and was advised that Mrs Thatcher was retiring after 
42 years’ service at the school.  A farewell for Mrs Thatcher is being 
held on Saturday 24th March, 2018 in North Star. 
 

COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 419/17 

THAT a suitable token of the community’s appreciation of 
Mrs Thatcher’s service to the North Star Community be 
presented by a Council representative at the farewell 
function. 

(Moved Cr Moore, seconded Cr Coulton) 

 
Cr Catherine Egan 
 

Proposed Quarry DA (Ref: 420/17) 
 
Cr Egan requested an update on the DA lodged by Mr M Bogan, which 
was provided. 

 
Cr David Coulton 
 

Proposed re-establishment of Bingara Rifle Range (Ref: 421/17) 
 
Cr D Coulton advised the meeting that he received the following email: 
 
Hi David, following our conversation on Sunday night, I discussed the 
Bingara Range with members of the Three Rivers Big Game Hunting 
Club at our monthly meeting last night. The Members feel that we are 
not in a position to take on the Trust Management of the Range mainly 
because of the long-term commitment and responsibility of such a 
position. We all hold voluntary positions, and, as with all sporting clubs 
it seems these days, we are all getting older. We also understand the 
demands put upon Gwydir Shire Council, there is only so far the 
ratepayer dollar will stretch. We are prepared to work as a user group if 
it was possible for the Shire to take on the Trust Management, and feel 
it would be an on-going asset for Bingara, and the general community. 
We would be able to develop the range, at our expense, and would pay 
range fees to the Trust Manager. We would also have access to Sport 
and Recreation grants to continue upgrades. Our other alternatives 
would be to canvass local interest, & support from local people, and 
perhaps approach the Bingara RSM Club to see if they are interested 
in resurrecting the range, and full bore club, they ran it for many years 
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in the past. Thank you for your continued support, and advice, David, 
please contact me if there is any further information or details you 
need.  
Regards. Paul Shaw, Chairman. Three Rivers Big Game Hunting Club 
Inc. 
 

The General Manager advised the meeting that the Council had already 
agreed to this at its May 2015 Council Meeting resolving: 

 
Three Rivers Big Game Hunting Club Inc. 
 
THAT the Council writes to the Crown Lands Office Moree requesting that 
the Council be made the Trust Manager for a suitable area of land 
located at the former Bingara Rifle Range site with the reservation being 
for a rifle range. 

 
This resolution was actioned but not achieved due to an existing grazing 
permit and the dual use option was being explored. 
 
The issue will be investigated and Mr Shaw advised of Council’s previous 
decision which is in line with his request. 
 

Meeting closed 5:56 pm 
 


