
Ordinary Meeting - 14 December 2017 Gwydir Shire 
 Council 

This is page number 1 of the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on Thursday 14 
December 2017 
 
Chairman …………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 
MINUTES ORDINARY MEETING 

 
GWYDIR SHIRE COUNCIL 

 
THURSDAY 14 DECEMBER 2017 

 
COMMENCING AT 3:02 PM 

 
WARIALDA OFFICE COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

______________________________________________________________ 
Present:  

Councillors: Cr. John Coulton (Mayor), Cr. Catherine 
Egan (Deputy Mayor), Cr. Stuart Dick, Cr 
Marilyn Dixon OAM, Cr. Jim Moore, Cr. 
Geoff Smith, Cr. David Coulton, Cr Tiffany 
Galvin and Cr Frances Young 

Staff: Max Eastcott (General Manager), Leeah Daley (Deputy 
General Manager), Richard Jane (Director Technical 
Services), Helen Thomas (Manager, Finance), Patsy 
Cox (Planning Officer) 

 
Public: Ms L Carroll (Warialda Standard) 

Visitors: Mr Peter Jarrett (Inverell Community Radio) and the 
proponent and objector to DA for 1,000 head cattle 
Feedlot at ‘Clevecourt’ 
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DISCLAIMER 
 
 
 
No responsibility whatsoever is implied or accepted by the Gwydir Shire 
Council for any act, omission or statement or intimation occurring during and 
Council or Committee meetings.  
 
The Council disclaims any liability for any loss whatsoever and howsoever 
caused arising out of reliance by any person or legal entity on any such act, 
omission or statement or intimation occurring during Council or Committee 
meetings.  
 
Any person or legal entity who acts or fails to act in reliance upon any 
statement, act or omission made in a Council or Committee meeting does so 
at that person’s or legal entity’s own risk.  
 
In particular and without derogating in any way from the broad disclaimer 
above, in any discussion regarding any planning application or application for 
a licence, any statement or intimation of approval made by any member or 
officer of the Council during the course of any meeting is not intended to be 
and is not taken as notice of approval from the Council.  
 
Gwydir Shire Council wishes to advise that any plans or documents contained 
within this agenda may be subject to copyright law provisions and that the 
express permission of the copyright owner(s) should be sought prior to their 
reproduction.  
 
Members of the public should note that no action should be taken on any item 
discussed at a Council or Committee meeting prior to written advice on the 
resolution of council being received.  
 
Agendas and minutes are available on the Council’s website 
http://www.gwydirshire.com/ 
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OFFICIAL OPENING AND WELCOME – MAYOR 
 
APOLOGIES All present 
 
 
CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 397/17 
 

THAT the Minutes of the previous Council Meeting held on 
Thursday 23 November 2017 as circulated be taken as read 
and CONFIRMED. 
 
(Moved Cr Egan, seconded Cr Smith) 
 

 
PRESENTATION 

Mr. Peter Jarrett – Inverell Community Radio 

Mr. Jarrett addressed council on behalf of Inverell Community Radio (ICR) 
outlining how ICR could provide an emergency broadcast capability to the 
shire. Other issues discussed included the provision of a local news service 
and the ability for Gwydir locals to input information to the station. The 
address sought the support of the Council for ICR to be able to expand into 
Gwydir Shire for the retransmission of the signal to cover the Bingara and 
Warialda townships. 

COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 398/17 

THAT the Council supports Inverell Community Radio’s attempt to 
gain approval to expand its radio coverage into Gwydir Shire. 

(Moved Cr Young, seconded Cr Dixon OAM) 

Development of a 1,000 head cattle feedlot on "Clevecourt" Bingara 

The proponent, Mr. Jason Lewis, and an Objector, Mr. Peter Mack, addressed 
the Council meeting regarding the proposed development. 

 (Note Crs. Young and Dick absented themselves from the Chamber 
during the presentations relating to the Feedlot Development 
Application.) 

CALL FOR THE DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS AND CONFLICTS OF 
INTEREST 

Crs. Young and Dick declared a conflict of interest regarding the proposed 
Development of a 1,000 head cattle feedlot on "Clevecourt" Bingara. 
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ADDITIONAL/LATE ITEMS 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 399/17 
 
 

THAT the following items, namely: 
 

1. Monthly Executive Report - November 2017 
2. Tourism in Warialda - Koorilgur Nature Reserve 

and Lookout 
3. Development of a 1,000 head cattle feedlot on 

"Clevecourt" Bingara 
4. Joint Organisations 
5. LGNSW Annual Conference 
6. Formation of the Warialda Rail Community 

S355 Committee 
 

are accepted as late items onto this Agenda for discussion. 
 
(Moved Cr D Coulton, seconded Cr Egan) 
 

 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE – CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 400/17 
 

THAT the Council resolve into Confidential Session, 
Committee of the Whole and that in the public interest and 
in accordance with Section 10A(2)(a) of the Local 
Government Act, 1993, the public and press be excluded 
from the meeting to consider the items listed on the agenda.
 
(Moved Cr Galvin, seconded Cr Moore) 
 

 
ADOPTION OF THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE CONFIDENTIAL 
SESSION 
 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 401/17 
 

THAT the recommendations of the Confidential Session, namely: 
 

Confidential - Monthly Organisation and Community Development 
Report - November 2017 (Ref: 402/17) 
 

THAT the monthly Confidential Organisation and Community 
 Development report for November 2017 be received. 
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 Gwydir Biomass Power Station Proposal (Ref: 403/17) 
 

THAT the Council support an application to Crown Lands for 
change of usage for the closed Bingara quarry. 

  
FURTHER that Council provide assistance with facilitation of 
the project via the Circular Economy Manager. 

 
 Heavy Plant Committee Recommendations: 

 Consideration of Tenders - Replacement of Prime Mover P1438 

THAT Council accept the tender from North Star Motors for the 
supply of a Western Star 4864 FS2 prime mover for the price of 
$247,119.00 (GST excl) (Ref: 404/17). 

 Purchase of New Pulvi-mixer  

THAT the staff call for tenders for the supply of a Puli-mixer 
for the Council’s consideration. 

FURTHER that a report be prepared for consideration along 
with the tenders received outlining the impact that the Pulvi-
mixer will have on the Council’s workforce and works’ 
program (Ref: 405/17). 

 are adopted. 
 
 (Moved Cr Smith, seconded Cr Dick) 
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Item 1 Councillor Activity Report - December 2017 

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  4. Proactive Regional and Local Leadership 

OUTCOME: 4.1 WE ARE AN ENGAGED & CONNECTED COMMUNITY 

STRATEGY: 4.1.2 Enable broad, rich and meaningful engagement to 
occur - GM - external 

  

The Councillors’ activity schedule for December 2017 is outlined below: 

December 2017 

Councillor Event Date 

Cr J Coulton  
(Mayor) 

King of Bingera Ceremony 1st December 

LG NSW Conference Sydney 4 – 6 December 

Greenhouse meeting 
291 Cobbitty Rd Cobbitty 

5th December 

Warialda High School Presentation 
night – 6pm 

7th December 

Warialda Public School 
Presentation – 9.30am 

8th December 

Warialda HPV Route preliminary 
contractors meeting – 2pm 

8th December 

Bingara Central School 
Kindergarten – Yr 2 presentation – 
12:30pm 

12th December 

JOLT Board Meeting & Xmas lunch 14th December 

Heavy Plant Committee Meeting 
Ordinary Council Meeting - 
Warialda 

14th December 

End of Year BBQ for outdoor staff – 
12:30pm 

21st December 

Cr Catherine Egan 
(Deputy Mayor) 

LG NSW Conference – Sydney 
Greenhouse Meeting 
291 Cobbitty Rd Cobbitty 

4- 6 December 
5th December  

Xmas Carnival - Bingara 7th December 

Gwydir Health Alliance Meeting  12th December 

Heavy Plant Committee Meeting 
Ordinary Council Meeting - 
Warialda 

14th December 
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Cr D Coulton 

WOL AGM & Ordinary Meeting 1st December 

LG NSW Conference – Sydney 4 – 6 December 

Greenhouse meeting 
291 Cobbitty Rd Cobbitty 

5th December 

Warialda HPV Route preliminary 
contractors meeting – 2pm 

8th December 

Heavy Plant Committee Meeting 
Ordinary Council Meeting 

14th December 

Joint Gwydir, Moree & Narrabri 
Service Level Agreement & SMT 
Meetings – Moree 
End of Year BBQ for outdoor staff 

 
19th December 
 
21st December 

Cr S Dick 

REDS  Meeting - Bingara 11th December 

Heavy Plant Committee Meeting 
Ordinary Council Meeting – 
Warialda  

14th December 

Joint Gwydir, Moree & Narrabri 
Service Level Agreement & SMT 
Meeting - Moree 

19th December 

Cr M Dixon OAM 

LG NSW Conference – Sydney 
Greenhouse meeting 
291 Cobbitty Rd Cobbitty 
Heavy Plant Committee Meeting 
Ordinary Council Meeting – 
Warialda 
End of Year BBQ for outdoor staff – 
12:30pm 

4 – 6 December 
5th December 
 
 
14th December  
 
 
21st December 
 

Cr T Galvin 

LG NSW Conference 4 – 6 December 

Greenhouse meeting 
291 Cobbitty Rd Cobbitty 

5th December 

Gwydir Health Alliance meeting 12th December 

Heavy Plant Committee Meeting 
Ordinary Council Meeting 

14th December 

Cr J Moore 

Gravesend Public School 
Presentation Night – 6pm 

7th December 

Warialda HPV Route preliminary 
contractors meeting 

8th December 

North Star Public School 
Presentation 9:30am 

13th December 

Heavy Plant Committee Meeting 
Ordinary Council Meeting 

14th December 
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Cr G Smith 

St Joseph’s Presentation Night – 
6pm 

6th December 

Warialda HPV Route preliminary 
Contractors Meeting – 2pm 

8th December  

Croppa Creek Presentation - 6pm 12th December 

Heavy Plant Committee Meeting 
Ordinary Council Meeting - 
Warialda 

14th December 

Cr F Young 

LG NSW Conference 4 – 6 December 

Greenhouse Meeting 
291 Cobbitty Rd, Cobbitty 

5th December 

RED meeting - Bingara 11th December 

Gwydir Health Alliance Meeting 12th December 

Heavy Plant Committee Meeting 
Ordinary Council Meeting 

14th December 

 
 
 
 
 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

 THAT the monthly Councillor Activity report for December 2017 be 
 received 
 
 

  
 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 406/17 
 
 THAT the monthly Councillor Activity report for December 2017 be 
 received noting that Cr D Coulton didn’t attend the HPV preliminary 
 contractor meeting and Cr Dixon OAM will not be attending the 
 outdoor staff BBQ. 
 
 (Moved Cr Egan, seconded Cr D Coulton) 
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Item 2 Monthly Executive Report - November 2017  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  5. Organisational Management 

OUTCOME: 5.1 CORPORATE MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGY: 5.1.3 Administrative functions - GM - internal 

AUTHOR General Manager  

DATE 4 December 2017        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 

IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 

This report outlines the activities undertaken within the Executive Division of 
Council for the month of November 2017. 

PLANNING and DEVELOPMENT 

The following Development (D/A)/Complying Development (CDC) and 
Development Modification (s96) applications have been approved for the 
month of November 2017. 

No. Property  
Description 

Development/
Work 

$ D/A S96 CDC
 

23/2013 Lot 38 DP 754853 
508 Whitlow Road Bingara 

Modification of 
Consent – Dwelling 
Additions being a 
premanufactured 

detached room with 
ensuite for use as a 

bedroom/office/sewing 
room 

$46,300 -  - 

31/2017 Lot 44 DP 751114 
2199 Buckie Road Croppa 

Creek 

Erect new main 
dwelling and convert 

existing to a rural 
workers cottage 

$345,418  - - 

39/2017 Lot 278 DP 754819 
Old Bora Road Bingara 

Shipping Container for 
storage 

$8,300  - - 

41/2017 Lot 3 DP 773977 
19 Kulaba Avenue Warialda 

Garage/Shed $24,000  - - 

42/2017 Lot 1 DP 1166982 
3949 Elcombe Road Bingara 

3 Bay Garage with 
Toilet 

$22,000  - - 

43/2017 Lot 1 DP 1117061 
16378 Gwydir Highway 

Gravesend 

Transportable 
premanufactured 

building – Granny Flat 

$145,000  - - 

45/2017 Lot 1 DP 865821 
35 Queen Street Warialda 

Garage/Shed $12,000  - - 

47/2017 Lot 2 DP 1143606 
39 Bombelli Street Bingara 

Carport $12,000  - - 

3/2017 Lot 2 DP 1143606 
39 Bombelli Street Bingara 

Roof over existing deck 
& detached carport 

$19,800 - - 

4/2017 Lot 2 DP 613642 
20 Byrnes Street Bingara 

Carport $3,900 - - 
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The following Development (D/A)/Complying Development (CDC) and 
Development Modification (s96) applications remain outstanding for the month 
of November 2017. 

No  Property  
Description and Description of Work 

Reason D/A S96 CDC

35/2015 3533 Copeton Dam Road Copeton 
- Extension of existing Caravan 

& Camping Facilities 

Request Additional 
Information from 

Applicant 

 - - 

49/2016 1470 North Star Road Warialda  
- Continued Occupation/Use of Worker 

Accommodation 

Approved in Principal 
awaiting additional 

information 

 - - 

24/2017 1004 Adams Scrub Road Delungra 
- Quarry 

Being Assessed  - - 

33/2017 Oregon Road Warialda 
- Operate 4 Wheel Drive & Motorcycle Off-

road Business 

Request Additional 
Information from 

Applicant 

 - - 

38/2017 756 Gineroi Road Gineroi 
- 1000 Head Feedlot 

 

Report to Council being 
prepared 

 - - 

There were no Development (D/A)/Complying Development (CDC) or 
Development Modification (s96) applications approved and not previously 
reported to Council for the month of November 2017. 

There were no Development (D/A)/Complying Development (CDC) and 
Development Modification (s96) applications were refused(R)/ withdrawn (W)/ 
Cancelled (C) for the month of November 2017. 

There were no Complying Development (CDC) applications approved by 
Private Certifiers and lodged with Council for the month of November 2017. 

There were no Development (D/A) and Complying Development (CDC) 
applications determined where there has been a variation in standards under 
SEPP 1 or clause 4.6 of Gwydir Local Environmental Plan 2013 for the month 
of November 2017. 

The following graph shows Subdivision Certificates issued for November 
compared to the previous four (4) months. 
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The following graph shows Conveyancing Certificates issued for November 
compared to the previous four (4) months. 

  

The following graph shows the number of Conveyancing Certificates issued 
up to and including the month of November 2017 compared with the same 
period in 2016. 
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The table below shows a comparison between total applications lodged for the 
month of November 2017 compared to the last two years (excluding private 
certifier lodged applications). 

 

The table below shows a comparison between total applications lodged for the 
month of November 2017 compared to the last two years (excluding private 
certifier lodged applications). 
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Development Applications received for the year by type - November 2017

 

Development Applications Received for the year by locality - November 
2017 (includes private certifier lodged applications) 
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Development Applications – nine (9) months  

 

Complying Development Applications – nine (9) months (excludes 
private certifier lodged and approved applications) 

 

CRM – Planning and Development 

Older Current Actioned Unactioned 

2 - 1 1 
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CARAVAN PARKS 

Bingara 

From 1 July 2017 to 30 November 2017, the Bingara Caravan Park recorded a net 
operating loss of $7,934.00.  The operating income and expenses for the months of 
September, October and November are shown in Attachment 1.  

These figures do not include depreciation, journaled amounts or oncosts. 

During the month of October, many dangerous trees were removed from the site by 
Council staff.  These costings are highlighted in green.  Technical services staff 
undertook this project during wet weather.  These costs will need to be adjusted in 
the next budget review. 

Electricity is one of the highest expenses in this budget area.  Council staff have 
engaged a consultant to provide quotations for a solar system to establish if savings 
can be made in this area.  In addition, a review is being undertaken of the 
contributions the permanent residents make for their use of electricity. 

During this period the caretakers took four weeks leave and their workload was 
covered by casual staff.   

Technical Services staff are still undertaking the park signage design works. 

A staff review is to be undertaken as a matter of priority for the Bingara Caravan 
Park. 

Warialda 

From 1 July 2017 to 30 November 2017, the Warialda Caravan Park recorded a net 
operating surplus of $3,681.00.  Please note that the credit amount of $3,446.00 for 
rates is an adjustment for an overpayment which occurred in August.   

The operating income and expenses for the months of September, October and 
November are shown in Attachment 1. These figures do not include depreciation, 
journaled amounts or oncosts. 

Please note that these figures include the amount recorded in the Warialda Visitor 
Information Centre monthly report.    

North Star 

From 1 July 2017 to 30 November 2017, the North Star Caravan Park recorded a 
net operating loss of $6,296.00.  However this amount is to be adjusted as the 
annual rates are $2,764.33 and not $5,730 which was the amount debited to the 
North Star Caravan Park budget in August.  

The operating expenses for the months of September, October and November are 
shown in the diagram below. These figures do not include depreciation, journaled 
amounts or oncosts. 

A review of the current North Star Caravan Park lease arrangements will be 
undertaken before the end of February 2018. 
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KING OF BINGERA 

The King of Bingera, Cobbara Ball, was laid to rest at the junction of Halls 
Creek and the Gwydir River, Bingara on Friday, 1 December 2017.  

The ancestral man’s remains have been released from the Australian 
Museum, Sydney.  The ancestral man is said to have been known as Cobbara 
Ball, King of Bingera.  He is believed to have been killed in a fight with one of 
his tribe in 1848 and was 60 years of age when killed. 

A copy of the 10 page scientific report by Mr. Richard Wright associated with 
the ancestral man removed from, and to be repatriated back to Bingara, is 
included at Attachment 2.  However, please note there are images of the 
ancestral man’s cranium in the document that may not be suited for 
everyone’s viewing. 

Over 230 people attended the repatriation ceremony.  It was a very positive 
day of celebration and respect.  

Following the ceremony, everyone was treated to a performance by the 
Bambeera Dancers and enjoyed a barbeque provided by members of the 
Bingara Lions Club.  

The return of the King of Bingara was a project in which Council assisted the 
Office of Environment and Heritage and the Anaiwan Aboriginal Local Land 
Council. 

The schools in Gwydir Shire Council attended the day.  

NATIONAL LOCAL ROADS AND TRANSPORT CONGRESS 

A delegation from Gwydir attended this Congress and the notes from the 
Congress are attached. 

 
 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

 THAT the monthly Executive report for November 2017 be received. 
 
 FURTHER that the ceremony returning the remains of the King of 
 Bingara is noted. 
 
 FURTHER that the notes on the National Local Roads and Transport 
 Congress are noted and that the Congress Communique is endorsed by 
 Gwydir Shire Council. 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

AT-  Warialda and Bingara Caravan Park Financial Statement  
AT-  Report on Human Skeletal Remains from Bingara  
AT-  Congress Notes  
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COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 407/17 
 
 THAT the monthly Executive report for November 2017 be received. 
 
 FURTHER that the ceremony returning the remains of the King of 
 Bingara is noted. 
 
 FURTHER that the notes on the National Local Roads and 
 Transport Congress are noted and that the Congress Communique 
 is endorsed by Gwydir Shire Council. 
 
 (Moved Cr Young, seconded Cr D Coulton) 
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Item 3 Minutes of the Border Regional Organisation of Councils 
AGM and Ordinary Meeting held 17 November 2017  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  5. Organisational Management 

OUTCOME: 5.1 CORPORATE MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGY: 5.1.3 Administrative functions - GM - internal 

AUTHOR General Manager  

DATE 29 November 2017        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 

IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 

This report is for notation of the minutes of the Border Regional Organisation 
of Council’s (BROC) Annual General Meeting and ordinary meeting held at 
Moree Plains Shire Council on 17 November 2017. 

Copies of the presentations made at the ordinary meeting can be provided 
upon request.  

 
 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

 THAT the minutes of the Border Regional Organisation of Councils’ 
 AGM and Ordinary meeting of 17 November 2017 be received 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

AT-  Minutes BROC AGM - 17 November 2017 
AT- Minutes Ordinary BROC Meeting - 17 November 2017 (less 

attachments)  
   
 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 408/17 
 
 THAT the minutes of the Border Regional Organisation of Councils’ 
 AGM and Ordinary meeting of 17 November 2017 be received. 
 
 (Moved Cr Young, seconded Cr Dick) 
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Item 4 Minutes of the New England Group of Councils' meetings 

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  5. Organisational Management 

OUTCOME: 5.1 CORPORATE MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGY: 5.1.3 Administrative functions - GM - internal 

COMMENT 

This report is for notation of the minutes of the New England Group of 
Councils (NEGOC) meetings held on 26 May and 25 August 2017. 

 
 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

 THAT the Minutes from the New England Group of Councils 
 meetings held in May and August 2017 be received 
 
 

AT- NEGOC Minutes 26 May 2017  

AT- NEGOC Minutes 25 August 2017 

   

 

COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 

MINUTE 409/17 

 THAT the Minutes from the New England Group of Councils 
 meetings held in May and August 2017 be received. 

 (Moved Cr Egan, seconded Cr Young) 
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Item 5 Monthly Organisation and Community Development 
Report - November 2017  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  5. Organisational Management 

OUTCOME: 5.1 CORPORATE MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGY: 5.1.3 Administrative functions - GM - internal 

AUTHOR Organisation Development Director  

DATE 4 December 2017        

IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 

The monthly Organisation and Community Development report details the 
activities carried out by the Department during the month of September 2017. 

BACKGROUND 

The monthly Organisation and Community Development report forms part of a 
regular reporting regime.  The purpose of the report is to inform Council of the 
activities carried out within the Department. 

INCIDENT REPORTING - November 2017 

There were 10 incidents reported during November 2017: 

 8 in Warialda, 2 in Bingara  

 all incidents were internal 

 5 incidents related to property damage, 4 personal injury and one near 
miss 

 there is no explanation for the unusually high number of incidents in 
November 

 



Ordinary Meeting - 14 December 2017 Gwydir Shire 
 Council 

This is page number 73 of the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on Thursday 14 
December 2017 
 
Chairman …………………………………………………………………………………… 

Council’s Incident/Accident report form breaks up the type of incident into five 
categories: 

 

The nature of incidents reported has been broken down into 11 categories: 

 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

Gwydir Community Education and Business Awards 

The achievements of local Gwydir students and businesses were celebrated 
at the 20th annual Gwydir and Community Education and Business Awards in 
Warialda during November. 

Over 170 guests enjoyed speeches presented by Wayne Squires, one of the 
founding members of the awards, and businessman Josh McGregor who has 
taken over from his grandfather as manager of McGregor Gourlay.  
Entertainment was provided by Louisa Gilmour from Warialda High School 
while Dan Gilmour did a fantastic job as MC with his quick wit and humour.  
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The winners of the awards were: 

Junior Employee - Nikki Adams, Gwydir Shire Council 

Senior Employee - Sharon Baker, Naroo Aged Care Facility 

Small Business - Bingara Wattle Arts and Craft 

Small Business - Runners up – Ray White Bingara, Leanne’s Sewing Shop 
Warialda 

Large Business - Bingara Sporting Club 

  
A good crown attended the evening  MC Dan Gilmour kept guests enterained with his 
humour 

        
Students of the of the year Lauchlan Butler Bingara Central School, James Gilmour Warialda High with 
Wayne Squires and Gwydir Shire’s Leeah Daley 

 

Nikki Adams, Peter Houlahan, Jill Carmody, Judy Adams, Tim Cox, Sharon Baker, Judy 
Adams, Gail List, Pam Holland. 
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Good Space Suicide Prevention Workshop 

Gwydir Shire Council recently partnered with Good Space and Northern 
Slopes Landcare to present 2 one-day workshops on suicide awareness and 
prevention.  The workshops were made possible through funds raised by the 
Black Dog Ball.  Unfortunately, the workshop scheduled for Bingara did not 
proceed due to lack of numbers, however, the workshop in Warialda more 
than made up for it with 18 registered participants.  The feedback from all 
those who attended was extremely positive.  

Council partnered with Good Space back in 2014 to offer similar courses as 
part of the Quirky Creative and Wellness Festival. 

 

Shelley McDouall from Northern Slopes Landcare, Carmel O’Sullivan from Good Space with 
two of the course participants. 

Regional Tourism Update 

It has been a busy month for regional tourism with the New England North 
West Tourism Committee Annual General Meeting, the Destination NSW 
taskforce forum which was held in Bingara, and the reformation of the Rural 
Getaway Network and the Destination NSW taskforce. 

Big changes are on the horizon for New England North West Tourism.  
Currently a small amount of funds are still held by the committee with these 
funds expected to see the committee through to the end of the financial year 
and cover the costs of the upcoming Caravan and Camping shows (Sydney in 
November and Newcastle in February).  Following the expenditure of the 
money the committee will reconvene to discuss the future of the committee.  
Possible options discussed for the committee include continuing as normal, 
end the committee, or New England and North West forming two separate 
committees.   

In early November the Rural Getaway reconvened after a long hiatus. The 
group agreed to merge the organisations under a new body called Drive 
Inland Promotions Association (DIPA). 

This was done for a number of reasons: 

- To do away with duplication of efforts 
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- To ensure all member councils received a good return on investment 
through a new energetic and efficient organisation 

- To gain efficiencies through a common website, brochure, consumer 
advertisements, digital marketing and attendance at Caravan and 
Camping Shows in Brisbane, Sydney and Melbourne 

- To harness our efforts to attract the drive touring market to inland 
highways and deliver economic benefits to the communities along those 
highways  

- To give consumers a one-stop-shop for information on the inland 
highways with a common call to action. 

Finally, a Destination NSW (DNSW) Tourism Taskforce Forum was held in 
Bingara to discuss the shortfalls of Destination NSW.  Currently rural NSW 
gets little attention in regard to funding or promotion and the new taskforce 
was held to discuss ways in which this could be improved.  Tourism managers 
and officers came from around the region to voice their concerns.  It is now 
hoped that DNSW will take this feedback on-board and look at some of the 
issues identified as listed below: 

Grant funding 

- Lack of small grants for small communities, particularly for event 
program development or tourism product development 

- Funding eligibility is often restrictive for regional areas, new events, 
dollar matches, large amounts, funds for marketing rather than program 
development 

- Support for regional events – time frames of funding 

- Grant funding process is onerous compared to many other departments 

- Very few grant recipients within our region 

- Region has not received major funding for at least two years, like most 
areas west of the Great Dividing Range. 

Tourism 

- Lack of focus on rural NSW e.g. Expedia/DNSW campaign promoting 
NSW doesn't even include our area 

- National Parks are great assets for rural NSW however, the 
maintenance of these areas has been neglected 

- Size of the regions especially Country Outback; it did not work as Inland 
and is now even bigger. 

The Roxy Complex Usage – November 2017 

Theatre 

Wednesday 7th November – Bingara Central School Presentation - 230 people 
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Saturday 18th November – North West Theatre Co (NWTC) performance – 60 
people 

Tuesday 26th November – NWTC Film Club - The Silver Linings Playbook – 
25 people 

Roxy Conference Room 

Wednesday 15th November – Northern Slopes Landcare – 15 people 
Wednesday 22nd November – Catholic Schools – 5 people 
Thursday 23rd November – FACS – 15 people 
Friday 24th November – Rural Outreach Services – 5 people 
Thursday 30th November – Bingara Vision 2020 – 15 people 

Roxy Café 

Saturday 18th November – NWTC Play Supper – 60 people 
Thursday 23rd November – Private Function – 40 people 
Friday 24th November – CWA Morning Tea – 50 people 
Friday 24th November – Private Function – 60 people 
Wednesday 29th November – Ray White – 20 people 

TOURISM 

Warialda Visitor Information Centre 

September 2017 October 2017 November 2017 

Opening hrs = 157.5 Opening hrs = 165 Opening hrs = 165 

Volunteer hrs = 29.5 Volunteer hrs = 29.75 Volunteer hrs = 15.5 

Bingara Visitor Information Centre 

September 2017 October 2017 November 2017 

Opening hrs = 164.5 Opening hrs = 136.5 Opening hrs = 168.5 

Volunteer hrs = 28 Volunteer hrs = 36 Volunteer hrs = 32 

 

Income – Warialda VIC $ Sept $ Oct $ Nov 

Caravan Park  2,390.00 2,217.00 3,201.00

Plants of Gwydir Shire / Cunningham’s Track 30.00 0.00 0.00

NSW Trainlink sales 448.51 535.05 0.00

Centre hire  140.00 10.00 20.00

Merchandise sales  2498.65 2,210.20 2,073.25

Goods on Consignment sales 35.00 115.00 130.50

2017 Warialda Honey Festival – Stall/Sponsor 50.00 490.00 100.00

2017 Gwydir Business Awards - 650.00 500.00

Subtotal $5,592.16 $6,227.25 $6,054.75

Less Caravan Park money banked 2,390.00 2,217.00 3,201.00
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Less Payment to NSW Trainlink  448.51 535.05 0.00

Total Monthly Income Warialda VIC $2,753.65 $3,475.20 $2,853.75

 

Income – Bingara VIC $ Sept $ Oct $ Nov 

Products on consignment  67.00 50.00 9.00 

Merchandise 826.35 1,337.05 491.50 

Subtotal $893.35 $1,387.05 $500.50 

Less payments to consignees 40.80 35.03 6.01 

Total Merchandise sales/income $852.55 $1,352.02 $494.49 

Roxy tour income $385.00 $1,575.00 $130.00 

 

Cranky Rock Sites Sept Oct Nov 

Powered sites 48 45 n/a 

Unpowered sites 27 13 n/a 

Camping sites 1 0 n/a 

Total 76 58 n/a 
Due to changeover of caretaker staff there are no Cranky Rock records available for 
Nov 2017 

Visitors at Bingara VIC Sept Oct Nov 

 672 967 466 
The increase in Visitors and Roxy Tours during October was due to the large number 
of visitors to Bingara for the Caravan Rally. 

Visitors at Warialda VIC Sept Oct Nov 

Visitors 352 479 338 

RMS clients 298 263 332 

Cafe 432 457 401 

Total Warialda VIC 1,272 1,199 1,071 
 

Facebook Statistics Gwydir Sept Oct Nov 

New Likes n/a n/a 27 

Overall Reach   15,799 

Post Reactions/Comments/Shares   151 

Post Clicks   1,441 
 

Facebook Statistics Warialda Sept Oct Nov 

New Likes 23 2 10 

Overall Reach 20,083 10,461 13,773 
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Post Reactions/Comments/Shares 353 135 516 

Post Clicks 933 294 1,241 
 

Facebook Statistics Bingara Sept Oct Nov 

New Likes 23 10 10 

Overall Reach 27,931 15,573 42,895 

Post Reactions/Comments/Shares 1,236 1,418 362 

Post Clicks 2,655 340 1.600 

Websites 
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Ordinary Meeting - 14 December 2017 Gwydir Shire 
 Council 

This is page number 81 of the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on Thursday 14 
December 2017 
 
Chairman …………………………………………………………………………………… 

SOCIAL SERVICES 

Bingara Neighbourhood Centre  

Funding body - Family and Community Services 

Broadband for Seniors now runs on Monday and Wednesday mornings from 
the Bingara Toy Library. Senior members of the community were invited to 
morning tea and an introductory session. There has been good participation 
and numbers continue to increase in this valuable service.  

Month 
Number of 
participants 

September  2 

October  8 

November  4 

Bingara Toy Library 

Funding body – Early Childhood Education and Care Directorate 
NSW Department of Education and Communities 

Supported Playgroup Development Worker 

Funding body – Families NSW 

Gwydir Toy Library – Warialda 

Attachment 1 shows the Annual report of statistics for the Playgroup/ Toy 
Library (Families NSW funded) services in both Warialda and Bingara.  The 
services have achieved excellent results and have been able to offer a much 
needed service to the community.  

A new playgroup will commence in Warialda Rail in 2018 as there is an 
identified need due to the number of children in the village. 

Particulars September   October November 
Toy Library members- 
children utilising the 
service 

 48 Children 
 63 After school 

 66 Children 
 76 After school 

 49 Children 
 75 After school 

Toy Library members - 
Parents/Adults attending 

 36   51   39  

Total memberships at 
Bingara Toy Library 

 23 Borrowing 
 18 Non borrow 
 2 Birth 

 24 Borrowing 
 19 Non borrow 
 4 Birth 

 23 Borrowing 
 18 Non borrow 
   3 Birth 

Toys returned  15  27  15 

Toys borrowed  19  19  14 

Children/ Group using 
toys (members) 

 14 + Drs  16  11+ Drs 

Craft/singsong/ story time 37 Children 
24 adults 

41 children 
26 adults 

35 Children 
23 adults 
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Mums and Bubs Splash and Play 

Mums and Bubs resumed on the 22nd November and will continue into the 
New Year. 

Total Points Of Contact for 6 Sessions held in February 
2017 

16 

Number of children and families enrolled of Splash 
and Play Bingara  

9 Families 
10 Children 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Playgroup Location 
Nov 2017 

Attendance no 
Total no. of new 
families enrolled 

Warialda - Mon morning  22 1 

Gravesend - Wed morning, 38 1 

Bingara - Thurs morning 40 4 

Total 100 6 

Warialda Toy Library 
Numbers 
November 

Total daily attendance count for children, (no. of children having 
utilised the service calculating each day over the month) 

171 

Full borrowing members (new) 0 
Non borrowing members (new and/or renew) 0 
Casual borrowing members (new or renew) 1 
Toys returned 13 
Toys borrowed 13 
Groups using the service (FDC carers, Church and Pharmacy) 8 
Monday  group activity morning (due to school holiday break) 22 

Tuesday group activity morning – just 2 sessions 44 

Thursday group activity morning –just 2 sessions 57 
Friday group activity morning –just 2 sessions 48 
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Vacation Care 

Funding body – Early Childhood Education and Care Directorate 
NSW Department of Education and Communities 

October School Holiday Activities Statistics  

Total Points of contact 
3rd – 6th October 2017 

68 

Number of children & families 
enrolled for Holiday Activities 

18 Families 
27 Children 

17 Girls 
10 Boys 

 

Youth Service 

On Thursday 31st of August, eight (8) young people from the Gwydir Shire 
travelled down to Sydney for the second part of the Gwydir/Willoughby 
Exchange Program. 

Referrals continue to come in from Bingara Central School as a soft entry 
point into the service. Allowing young people to access other services through 
advocacy and referral as a result of this initial contact. 13 young people have 
engaged with the service participating in driver training, suspension 
workshops, pregnancy advice and generic counselling sessions.  

Bingara Preschool 

Funding body - Early Childhood Education and Care Directorate 
NSW Department of Education and Communities 

With the introduction of the new Start Strong Funding model for NSW 
preschools we have had a very busy few months with many new enrolments. 
The preschool has just about reached capacity after extending the number of 
licenced places from 20 to 28. The additional funding received from the State 
Government had conditions attached and meant that fees were removed for 
the remainder of the year. The new fees for 2018 will remain minimal to 
ensure that all eligible families have access to 600hrs at preschool for the 
year before school. As a result of this the preschool already has a healthy 
number of enrolments for the New Year with more expected. 

DAYS November 
2016 

November 
2017 

2018 
Enrolments  

Tuesday 17 26 21 

Wednesday 21 28 21 

Thursday 13 27 13 

Friday 18 23 15 
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Tharawonga Mobile Resource Unit 

Funding body – Department of Education | Department of Employment 
Australian Government  

Tharawonga is going through some very big changes with the introduction of 
the “Jobs for Families” Legislation that is being implemented in July 2018.  
The application for the CCCF has been submitted with the Business Plan and 
financial tool.  This has taken many months to prepare with the assistance of 
Price Waterhouse Coopers.  The addition of a two day service to be offered at 
Gravesend next year has been included in the funding application and has 
been supported by the Federal Member for Parkes Mark Coulton MP.   

The new timetable for Tharawonga is as follows: 
 
 

The new model will allow for the expansion of the service to accept younger 
children and provide longer hours of care.  The service will move towards a 
Long Day Care Model in the coming years and provide much needed before 
and after school care for working families. 

COMMONWEALTH HOME SUPPORT PROGRAM - November 

NOVEMBER 2017 BINGARA DELUNGRA WARIALDA 
DAY CENTRE    
Total active clients 100 25 108 
Clients receiving service 46 16 48 
Meals 29 50 176 
Hours Clients Receive in 
Centre 

209 233 582 

    
SOCIAL SUPPORT    
No of Clients 46 16 48 
Individual Hrs 97 8 18 
Group Hrs 112 225 564 
Total Hours Received 209 233 582 
    
FOOD SERVICE 
(Meals on Wheels) 

   

Clients 2 0 5 
Meals 51 0 64 
    

Tharawonga Revised Venue Days and Times 2018 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Yetman 

9.00am - 3.00pm 

North Star 

9.00am - 3.30pm 

Yallaroi 

9.00am - 3.00pm 

Tulloona 

9.00am - 2.30pm 

Crooble 

9.00am - 2.30pm 

   Gravesend 

9.00am - 3.30pm 

Gravesend 

9.00am - 3.30pm 
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TRANSPORT    
Number of Clients 37 9 14 
Number of Trips 121 38 92 
    
TRANSPORT - YOUTH    
Number of Clients 0 0 0 
Number of Trips 0 0 0 
    
ACCESS BUS - INVERELL    
Number of Clients 7 1 8 
Number of Trips (per month) 14 2 16 
    
VOLUNTEERS    
No. of Volunteers 9 5 10 
Hours 209 25 306 
    
ACCOMMODATION UNITS 
FOR AGED 

   

Occupancy 6/6 0/0 12/13 

CONCLUSION 

The activities carried out by the Organisation and Community Development 
Department are in line with the 2017/2018 Operational Plan and otherwise as 
directed. 

CONSULTATION 

Consultation has occurred within the Organisation and Community 
Development Directorate. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Policy implications are those relating to the 2017/2018 Operational Plan and 
the Policies of Gwydir Shire Council. 

FINANCIAL, ECONOMIC and RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS  

The activities carried out by the Organisation and Community Development 
Department are in line with the 2017/2018 Operational Plan. 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS (Social and Environment) 

The activities undertaken by the Organisation and Community Development 
Department regarding social and environmental factors are targeted in line 
with the 2017/2018 Operational Plan. 
 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

 THAT the monthly Organisation and Community Development report for 
 November 2017 be received 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
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AT- Supported Playgroup Data Summary to June 2017 
   
 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 410/17 
 
 THAT the monthly Organisation and Community Development 
 report for November 2017 be received. 
 
 (Moved Cr Young, seconded Cr Egan) 
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Item 6 Monthly Investment and Rates Collection report - 
November 2017  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  5. Organisational Management 

OUTCOME: 5.1 CORPORATE MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGY: 5.1.3 Administrative functions - GM - internal 

AUTHOR Manager, Finance  

DATE 4 December 2017        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 

IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 

At each monthly Ordinary Meeting, the Council is presented with the schedule 
relating to Investments, as at the end of the previous month. 

BACKGROUND: 

In accordance with Clause 19(3) of the Local Government (Financial 
Management) Regulation 1993, the following information provides details of 
Council’s funds invested as at 30th November 2017. 
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I, Helen Thomas, Finance Manager and Responsible Accounting Officer for 
Gwydir Shire Council, certify that the Council’s investments have been made 
in accordance with the Local Government Act 1993, Local Government 
(General) Regulation 2005 and Council’s Investment Policy (F.01.03), as 
amended. 

RATES COLLECTIONS 

The graph below represents a comparative of the percentage collections for 
the current year against the two previous rating years.  The current years 
collections are up to 31st Octobber 2017. 
 

 
 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

 THAT the November 2017 Investment and Rates Collection report be 
 received 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

There are no attachments for this report.  
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COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 411/17 
 
 THAT the November 2017 Investment and Rates Collection report 
 be received. 
 
 (Moved Cr D Coulton, seconded Cr Dixon OAM) 
 



Ordinary Meeting - 14 December 2017 Gwydir Shire 
 Council 

This is page number 96 of the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on Thursday 14 
December 2017 
 
Chairman …………………………………………………………………………………… 

Item 7 Notice of Office Closure over Christmas / New Year  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  5. Organisational Management 

OUTCOME: 5.1 CORPORATE MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGY: 5.1.3 Administrative functions - GM - internal 

AUTHOR General Manager  

DATE 5 December 2017        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 

IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 

This report is for notation regarding the Christmas New Year closure of the 
Council’s offices. 

TABLED ITEMS Nil 

BACKGROUND 

The Council’s offices will be closed from 12 noon Friday 22nd December 2017 
until Tuesday 2nd January 2018. 

The advertisement outlining emergency contacts during this period and the 
range of services available is attached. 

 
 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

 THAT the arrangements for the Christmas / New Year closure of the 
 Council’s offices is noted. 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

AT- Advertisement - Christmas / New Year office closure 
   
 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 412/17 
 
 THAT the arrangements for the Christmas / New Year closure of the 
 Council’s offices are noted. 
 
 (Moved Cr Moore, seconded Cr Smith) 
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Item 8 Monthly Technical Services report - November 2017  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  5. Organisational Management 

OUTCOME: 5.1 CORPORATE MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGY: 2.1.1 Plan for and develop the right assets and 
infrastructure - TS -external 

AUTHOR Technical Services Director  

DATE 6 December 2017        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 

TABLED ITEMS Nil 

COMMENT 

The monthly Technical Services report has been identified by Council as the 
process of reporting the activities carried out monthly by the Technical 
Services Department. 

1. TECHNICAL SERVICES AND ADMINISTRATION 

Technical Services infrastructure, planning, design and surveys were carried 
out in-house. The Technical Services staff continue to provide customer 
service to the Gwydir Shire residents 

1.1 North West Weight of Loads Committee 

Nil Report 

1.2 Emergency Services 

 Nil Report 
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2. ENGINEERING SERVICES 

2.1 Construction/ Rehabilitation – Regional and Local Roads 

 
Elcombe Road 

 
North Star Road Heavy Patching 

 
Withers Lane Bingara – Reformation and Seal 
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2.2  Works – Local, Regional and State Roads 

Maintenance Grading 

SR10 Yallaroi Rd Patch Grade    SR70 Ashton Rd  
SR36 Baroma Downs Road    SR74 Kurrajong Hills Road 
SR63 Gil Gil Creek Road     SR11 Horton Road 
SR31 Eulourie Road      SR68 Reserve Creek Road 
SR38 Adams Scrub Road 

Maintenance Grading on Baroma Road 

Gravel Resheeting 

SR65 Munsie Road      SR39 Allandale Road 
SR16 Trevallyn Road     SR117 Bundaleer Road 
SR19 Whitlow Road      Stockpiling material 
SR16 Trevallyn Road 

Heavy Patching 

RR7705 Heavy Patching 

Bitumen Patching 

RR7705 North Star Road     RR63 Warialda Road 
HW12 Gwydir Highway     Warialda Cemetery 

Vegetation Control 

MR63 Cobbadah Road      MR462 Bruxner Way 

Miscellaneous Work 

Warialda Hope Street Arcade 
Maintenance to Kia Ora Crossing 
Pipes maintenance on SR82 Kirewa Road 
Repair pipe culvert on MR133 Killarney Gap Road 
SR23 Wearnes Road - Replace pipe culvert. 
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Gravel Resheeting on Allandale Road 

 

 
Michael Ford, Dan Hall, Kevin Trotter and Ben Kennedy are doing an outstanding job working 

on the Hope Street Arcade.  Works will hopefully be complete by week ending the 16th 
December. 
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Slashing 

SR14 Mosquito Creek Road    Warialda Airstrip 
MR63 Allan Cunningham Road    SR13 Oregon Road 
RR63 Warialda Road     SR1 Copeton Dam Road 
SR2 Bundarra Road 
 

 
 

Private Works for Councillors and Staff 

Nil Report 

Self Help Program 

Nil Report 

2.3 Roads Maintenance Council Contract – Works Orders issued by RMS 

All Work Orders issued by Roads and Maritime Services are quality 
assurance schedule of rates projects carried out by Council staff under the 
Roads Maintenance Council Contract with Roads and Maritime Services 
(RMS). 

Seal designs for reseal segments have now been completed and proposals 
are currently being processed by the RMS.  Resealing works will be a full 
service bitumen spray sealing contract programmed to be completed by 
Fulton Hogan during December.  Early in December will also see NSW Spray 
Seal complete remedial resealing works and fixing seals from last year that 
had failed within the contractor's warranty period.  

Minor reseal preparation has also been underway throughout November 
within Council’s reseal segments, repairing edge breaks and preparing 
stockpile sites for aggregate.  Routine maintenance continues each week 
undertaking inspections, rest area services, vegetation control and bitumen 
repairs. 

2.4 Rural Roads 2017-2018 Capital Works Program  

 Attached 
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2.5 Other Services 

2.5.1 Street services continued to be maintained for vehicular, pedestrian and 
public conveniences. 

2.5.2 Storm water drainage facilities continue to be maintained.  

2.5.3 Aerodromes at Warialda and Bingara continue to be maintained and 
inspections are done monthly. 

2.5.4 Existing quarry sources are continually being utilised and future sources 
are being investigated as time permits with other competing projects. 

2.5.5 The radio and television towers continue to be maintained. 

3. DESIGN AND ASSET SERVICES 

Survey, design and soil testing is continuing for the 2017-2018 works 
programs.  Progress is as follows: 

Warialda HPV Route 

Plan sets are being finalised, all design has been competed with just some 
minor drafting issues to amend.  The amended artefact scatter area, which 
was provided to Council by SMK consultants, was surveyed and loaded into 
the working bypass file. 

North Star Road – Gardiners 

The centreline has been marked, ready for the road to be sealed.  Soil tests 
were also completed on the new pavement. 

Boundary Gully – Culvert Design 

A detailed steel design is being completed for the headwall and wing walls for 
the culvert. 

Elcombe Road – Lovers Lane 

The centreline was spotted, ready for the spray seal. 

Spring Street – Drainage 

Different options are being investigated for the drainage issue occurring on 
Spring Street in Bingara.  Survey has been completed and multiple different 
design options are being investigated. 

4. FINANCIAL REPORTS 

 Nil Report 

5. TOWN SERVICES 

Water and Sewerage 

Water and sewerage systems are being maintained.  During November three 
(3) water main breaks, 13 service line repairs and five (5) sewer blocks were 
attended.  One new sewer connection was installed in Bingara.  The effluent 
flow meter was replaced at the Warialda sewerage plant.  Irrigation work was 
undertaken on the Maitland Street, Bingara gardens.  
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Expression of Interest was submitted to Water NSW for funding of Concept 
Design of Bingara sewer extension under the Safe and Secure Water 
Program.  This phase is estimated at $240,000 with 50% requested from the 
Program. 

October 31st was the end of the reporting period for the two sewerage 
treatment works.  Council is required to submit annual returns and annual 
reports for the two licences prior to 22nd December 2017.  

A process Engineer from Hunter Water attended the Bingara Water treatment 
plant (WTP) for 3 days during October with the aim of optimising the treatment 
process.  The Engineer made several short term and long term 
recommendations for the WTP.  The key recommendation for rectifying the 
main issue with the water quality (turbidity) is to trial a cationic polymer such 
as LT22S on the WTP.  A temporary dosing system (500L tank with slow 
speed mixer and a manual pump on top) is being arranged so a trial of the 
polymer dosing can be carried out at the WTP for a few days.  

Water meters will be read first and second week of December2017. 

 

 
Water usage November 2016/2017 

Plant and Workshop 

Major items repaired in the workshop during November: 

 Plant 1466 – Grader major service 

 Plant 1783 – ute windscreen replacement 

 Plant 1446 – Jet Patcher – radiator and viscous fan replacement 

 Plant 1684 – compactor major service 

 Plant 1065 – Loader – rebuild engine 

 Plant 1859 – Grader major service 
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 Plant 1463 – Grader cylinder head  

 Fabrication of fence panel for Warialda arcade 

 Registration checks for February renewal date 

 
Warialda arcade fence before painting 

Parks and Gardens 

Parks and Gardens staff carried out routine maintenance jobs during 
November: mowing, weeding, watering of Bingara, Warialda, Warialda Rail, 
Gravesend, Coolatai, Myall Creek, Glacial area and Upper Horton.  Gwydir 
Oval main field was aerated during November. 

Bingara Showground 

The Bingara Showground is being maintained. The main straight was aerated 
in November while there was moisture in the ground.  

 
Aerating the Bingara Showground main straight 
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6. DEVELOPMENT AND BUILDING SERVICES 

DEVELOPMENT  

The Department continues to receive enquiries and provide advice on a range 
of planning and building matters including: 

 Minor structure construction e.g. sheds 

 Commercial opportunities and construction 

 Basix (Building Sustainability Index) 

 Bushfire requirements 

 Building construction standards and requirements 

 Stormwater 

 Licensing and owner builder requirements 

 Fees and charges 

The following Construction Certificate (C/C), Building Certificate (B/C) and 
S68 applications have been approved for the month. 

No. Property  
Description 

Development/
Work 

$ C/C B/C S68

35/2017 34 Keera Street 
Bingara 

Dwelling Additions 90,000    

47/2017 39 Bombelli Street 
Bingara 

Shed 12,000    

The following Construction Certificate (C/C) applications were approved by a 
Private Certifier and lodged with Council during the month. 

No. Property  
Description 

Development/
Work 

$ C/C 

Nil     

ILLEGAL ACTIVITY 

ACTIVITY No 

ACTION TAKEN 
Inspected Notice 

Sent 
Application/ 
Certificate 

Lodged 

Penalty 
Notice 

Legal 
Action 

Refer 
to 

Council 
Building/Plumbing/ 
Drainage 

Nil       

 

BUILDING MAINTENANCE  

The Department continues to receive requests to carry out minor maintenance 
and these requests are generally dealt with in a timely manner.  Otherwise the 
works are scheduled into maintenance staff building activities including new 
works for attention.   

Projects Worked on during November 2017 

Staff worked on the following projects during November: 

 Plunkett St Warialda Water Reservoir – repairs and maintenance 

 Bingara Landfill – fencing 
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 Carinda House – external painting 

 Bingara Civic Centre – paint windows and doors 

 Rivercare Shed Warialda – solar structural modifications 

 Bingara Rural Fire Service – replace fence panels and gate 

 Whitfield Place Aged Units – 4 bay carport 

 Whitfield Place Aged Units – Erect Colourbond fence on northern side 

 Unit 2 Holden Street Aged Unit – repairs and maintenance 

 Wilby Street North Star Residence – install fittings to new rainwater 
tank 

 Queen Street Residence – repairs to TV aerial 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES  

ILLEGAL ACTIVITY 

ACTIVITY No 

ACTION TAKEN 
Inspected Notice 

Sent 
Application/ 
Certificate 

Lodged 

Penalty 
Notice 

Legal 
Action 

Refer 
to 

Council 
Health/Animals 7 7 7  0   
Environment 1 1 1  1   

HEALTH 

The Department continues to receive enquiries and provide advice on a range 
of health matters including: 

 Design and installation of on-site sewerage management systems 

 Overgrown properties 

 Food premises design and fit-out 

 Food handling practices  

 Mobile food vendors 

 Licensing 

 Water carting  

 Plumbing and drainage - design and installation 

Water Surveillance  

The Department continues to carry out routine weekly microbiological 
sampling of the water supply in the towns of Warialda and Bingara, fortnightly 
sampling of Gravesend and monthly sampling at North Star. 
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Health Related Inspections for November 2017 

 

Cemeteries 

Both Warialda and Bingara Cemeteries continued to be maintained. 

Food Premise Inspections/Re-inspections 

 

Compliance and Regulatory Control 

Council received complaints regarding roaming stock and dogs, noise, the 
keeping of animals and other concerns during the month of November 2017.  
These are investigated and actioned as necessary and are detailed in the 
following table including year to date and actioned totals: 
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ENVIRONMENTAL 

The Department continues to receive enquiries and provide advice on a range 
of environmental matters including: 

 Air and water pollution 

 Noise pollution 

 Littering 

 Legislation 

Waste Services 

Scheduled kerbside collection of waste, recycling and green waste was 
carried out throughout the Shire. There were no incidents or complaints for 
this period.   

All Waste Recovery Centres in the Shire continue to be supervised/monitored 
and maintained.  Staff continues to make changes to the site layout and 
signage to improve onsite operation and access for residents unloading waste 
and recyclable materials. 

There was no in house chipping for the month. 

Council is continuing to supply mulch from chipped green waste to residents. 

Steel continues to be stockpiled for collection at the Bingara and Warialda 
Waste Recovery Centre. 

Breakdown of Waste Collection for November 2017 

NOTE: at the time of report no data available for waste and recycling 
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NOXIOUS WEEDS CONTROL 

Property Inspection Program 

Staff continues to assist farmers and the community with: 

 Funding advice 

 Noxious weeds advice 

 Property inspections 

 Spraying of noxious weeds 

The following noxious weeds certificates were issued during November 2017 
compared to the previous eight (8) months. 

 

The following graph shows the noxious weeds inspections carried out in 
November 2017 compared to the previous five (5) months. 
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Noxious weeds - Inspections during November 2017 

Areas Inspected N
o

. 

H
a 

 

R
d

 k
m

  

Weeds Present 

Private Property High Risk areas 3 3608.33 - African Boxthorn 

Private Property High Risk Re-inspection 15 1233 - 
St Johs Wort, Patersons Curse, African 

Boxthorn 
Roadside Inspections High Risk  - - - - 

Waterways High Risk  - - - - 

Private Property  3 481.755 - Sweet Briar, St Johns Wort 

Private Property Re-inspections  11 1641.56 - St John’s Wort, Tree Pear, Mother of Millions 

Private Property Waterways - - - - 

Roadside Inspections 14 534 267 St Johns Wort, Patersons Curse 

Other Council Lands 11 300.55 - 
St Johns Wort, Patersons Curse, Rope Pear, 
Johnsons Grass, African Boxthorn, Mimosa 

Bush, Tree Pear, Green Cestrum 
Other Weekend Markets - - - - 

Dept of Lands 3 15.162 - 
Patersons Curse, Galvanised Burr, African 

Boxthorn, Tiger Pear, St Johns Wort 
National Parks/ Nature Reserves - - - - 

NWLLS Reserves 23 118.89 - St Johns Wort 

Gravel Quarries - - - - 

Machinery Dealers - - - - 

Grain Handling Sites - - - - 

Recreational Areas - - - - 

Saleyards - - - - 

Machinery wash down bays - - - - 

Truck Stops - - - - 

Other - - - - 

Noxious weeds control works for November 2017 

Road/Property Locality 
Weed 
Code 

A
re

a 
H

a
 

R
o

ad
 

km
 

H
ig

h
 

R
is

k 
R

o
ad

 

C
o

u
n

ci
l 

R
o

ad
 

O
th

er
 

Adams Scrub Rd Bingara SB   22.91   1  

Yammacoona Estate Rd Bingara SB   3.83   1  

Mitchells Lane Bingara SB   10.92   1  

Flemmings Rd Bingara SB   2.12   1  

Upper Whitlow Rd Bingara SB   7.96   1  

Whitlow Rd Bingara SB   23.38   1  

Travelling Stock Route Bingara SB 5      - 1 

Copeton Dam Rd Bingara SB   52.34   1  

Ravenscraig Rd Bingara SB   8.4   1  

Bingara Rd Bingara SB   13.75   1  

Wearnes Rd Bingara SB   19.9   1  

Cracknells Rd Bingara SB   3.67   1  

Glenelg Rd Bingara SB   3.5   1  

All Nations Hill Bingara SJ 8.89     - 1 

TSR (All Nations Hill) Bingara SJ 5     - 1 

Bingara Showground Bingara SJ 39.84     - 1 

Cobbadah Rd Bingara SJ    51.82   1  

Cobbadah Rd Bingara SJ   51.82   1  

Gulf Creek Rd Gulf Creek SJ   17.67   1  

Horton Road Upper Horton SJ   35.89   1  

Terry Hie Hie Rd Upper Horton SJ   6.15   1  
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RIVERSIDE CAMPING 

Council’s Compliance Officer carries out weekly checks along the Gwydir River 
to ensure that camping is being conducted in a safe and hygienic manner.  The 
number of campers is detailed in the following graph. 

 

Swimming Centres 

The Warialda and Bingara Swimming Pool are open for the summer season. 

CONCLUSION 

The activities carried out by the Technical Services Department are in line 
with the 2017/2018 Management Plan and otherwise as directed. 

CONSULTATION 

Consultation is carried out within the Technical Services Department during 
the monthly Technical Services team meetings and other relevant persons. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS Policy implications are those relating to the 
2017/2018 Management Plan and the Technical Services Policies of Gwydir 
Shire Council. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS The activities carried out by the Technical 
Services Department are in line with the 2017/2018 Management Plan. 
 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

 THAT the monthly Technical Services report for November 2017 be 
 received 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
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AT- Capital Works Program Rural Roads - 2017/18 
   
 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 413/17 
 
 THAT the monthly Technical Services report for November 2017 be 
 received. 
 
 (Moved Cr Dick, seconded Cr Moore) 
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Item 9 Tourism in Warialda - Koorilgur Nature Reserve and 
Lookout  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  1. A healthy and cohesive community 

OUTCOME: 1.1 WE HAVE HEALTHY SPACES AND PLACE 

STRATEGY: 1.1.3 Provide the right places, spaces and activities - OCD 
- external 

AUTHOR General Manager  

DATE 6 December 2017        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 

BACKGROUND 

Koorilgur Nature Reserve Walk in Warialda was established over 10 years 
ago for locals and bush walking enthusiasts to enjoy the bushland, bird life 
and the abundant flora that Warialda has to offer.  The full walk which 
commences at either Apex Park or Rotary Park is 3600m long and takes 
approximately 1hr 30mins at a comfortable pace.  There are also shorter 
walks to choose.  All walks are graded at a Level 2 which means no prior 
bushwalking experience is required to walk the track. 

These walks have now fallen into disrepair, with vandals destroying signage 
and burning the seating, and locals using the area for dirt bike riding and fire 
wood collection, turning the walk into an eyesore. 

Pictures below demonstrate the current condition of Koorilgur Walk:  

   
The current condition of Koorilgur Walk 
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COMMENT 

For many years the Warialda Tourism Committee has discussed a possible 
upgrade to the walks, however, with the conflicting usage of the site by locals, 
an upgrade of the site seemed futile with it destined to be destroyed once 
again. 

The Warialda Visitor Centre has also received a number of complaints 
regarding the walk.  An example of one of these complaints is below.  

 
From: Name withheld 
Sent: Tuesday, 5 September 2017 6:53 AM 
To: Gwydir Mail; Warialda Tourism 
Subject: Koorilgur Nature Reserve Walk  
  
Dear Council 
 
I write as an experienced bushwalker and Registered Atlasser for Birdlife Australia, 
although I do not speak for that Organisation. When I first discovered the Koorilgur 
Nature Reserve Walk in 2000 it was delightful, with a well-designated walking track. 
Over the years improvements were made, including improved signage, and more 
recently, a larger network of tracks. 
 
Unfortunately over the last three or four years the track has deteriorated severely. 
The first hundred metres or so from Rotary Park has almost disappeared, so much so 
that a newcomer will not be able to find it.  The second section, through the fenced 
area, though more obvious, is becoming rapidly overgrown, with numerous fallen 
trees over the track. 
 
However, that is easily remediable and not a major undertaking.  The remaining 95 
per cent of the Koorilgur Nature Reserve Walk is a disgrace, and remediation would 
be expensive.  I refer of course to the fact that the track has been ruined by off-road 
vehicles: four-wheel-drives and motorcycles. Almost the whole network of tracks has 
been converted to a sandy race-track.  The sand is deep and makes walking a hard 
slog.  It is obvious that the vehicles have travelled along the tracks at excessive 
speeds, churning up the sand and throwing it out into the bush at every bend and 
corner.  There is also a large amount of litter in the bush along both sides of the 
tracks. 
 
Walking the Koorilgur Nature Reserve Walk is no longer a pleasure, and I would 
caution staff at Council and the Warialda Visitor Information Centre from 
recommending the walk to visitors, as it reflects very badly on Council.  If it is not 
feasible to return the track to a proper walking track, I suggest the track be renamed 
Koorilgur Off-Road Vehicle Recreation Circuit, so as to more accurately reflect the 
current use of the track, and discourage walkers from going there. 
 
What a pity to have allowed this damage to occur. 
 
(Name and address withheld) 
NSW 
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Attached is a letter from Warialda Tourism Committee suggesting an alternate 
Bush Walk, west from Warialda from behind the Sunflower Motel, ultimately 
linking up with a proposed new Warialda Lookout (Attachment 1). 

The suggested alternate track along the ridge west from Warialda is only 
accessible on foot.  This walk takes in stunning views of the valley below as 
well as the site of the old sandstone quarry.  Not only is this site far more 
beautiful than the original Koorilgur Walk, it also has restricted vehicle access, 
which means it will not be accessed by people collecting wood or riding dirt 
bikes, ensuring that the walk remains intact and free from vandals.  

In addition to the walk, it has been proposed to have an eye-catching entry to 
the track with an avenue of giant boulders which would not only lead walkers 
to the start of the walking trail, but would also showcase Warialda’s rich 
geology.  Samples of different types of rock would be relocated from 
properties throughout the Warialda district and placed at the site with plaques 
identifying each rock and how they are formed.  

Recently a group of Council staff, community members, and the Mayor walked 
the proposed track and found the new trail to be a much more appealing 
option.  The Committee would like to propose that the existing promotional 
material, such as brochures and signage, be upgraded to include this walk 
with less emphasis on the current trails.  

The Committee is now seeking Council’s support for this project and would 
appreciate a commitment of in-kind assistance to clean up the existing track 
by removing damaged signage, defining the new track by clearing dead trees 
and erecting small arrow signage, as well as assistance to place boulders at 
the entry way.  The committee would also appreciate an allocation of funds of 
around $2,000 to update the brochures and signage. 

  

Proposed new walking track 

See Attachment 2 - map of the proposed new walking track. 
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Warialda Lookout 

In addition to the Koorilgur project, the Tourism Committee has discussed 
options for the establishment of a new Warialda Lookout.  

Many years ago, the Audrey Hill Lookout was established 6km north of 
Warialda on the Warialda Road.  The lookout was dedicated to the memory of 
Audrey Hill and her 27 years of devoted service to tourism through her work at 
Yallaroi Shire Council, as well as her extensive voluntary efforts in the 
Warialda Community.  

The Lookout was an ideal location and provided stunning 180 degree views of 
the Warialda district.  Unfortunately the access road for the lookout is through 
private property and after a number of adverse incidents, the owners of the 
property requested that the road access be closed. 

The Tourism Committee would like to identify a new location for a Warialda 
Lookout and work towards establishing this as a new tourist attraction.  To 
save on costs, it is proposed that the infrastructure at the existing Audrey Hill 
Lookout be removed and relocated to the new site.  

The Committee understands that this project may be costly and take time to 
establish however, would like to work with Council firstly to identify a suitable 
location, and then work through the steps to see this project to fruition.  

To date the most popular and seemingly viable location for the lookout is on 
the corner of Gwydir Highway and Alan Cunningham Road as identified in the 
map below.  This area is located within Crown Land/TSR and has an elevation 
that would take in a picturesque view of the valley.  

 

Access to this area may pose problems as currently there are no existing 
roads on this site and much of the terrain is rocky and steep.  
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It has been suggested that some of the initial clearing to make way for a road 
could be done by the RFS as part of their fire track works. 

The Committee is seeking Council’s feedback on the suitability of this location 
or other suggested sites for a Warialda Lookout.  

 
 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

 THAT the Council support the development of an alternate Bush 
 Walk west from Warialda 
 

FURTHER that Council make provision for the allocation of $2,000 for 
upgrade of signage and brochures 

 
FURTHER that Council provide in-kind support to clean up existing 
Koorilgur Nature Walk and develop new walking track 

 
FURTHER that Council support the establishment of an alternate 
Lookout in Warialda 
 
FURTHER that the existing infrastructure at the Warialda Lookout be 
relocated to the new Lookout once a site has been determined. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

AT-  Warialda Tourism letter to Council
AT- Map of Proposed Walking Track  
   
COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 414/17 
 
 THAT the Council support the development of an alternate Bush 
 Walk west from Warialda 
 

FURTHER that Council make provision for the allocation of $2,000 
for upgrade of signage and brochures 

 
FURTHER that Council provide in-kind support to clean up existing 
Koorilgur Nature Walk and develop new walking track 

 
FURTHER that Council support the establishment of an alternate 
Lookout in Warialda 
 
FURTHER that the existing infrastructure at the Warialda Lookout 
be relocated to the new Lookout once a site has been determined. 
 
(Moved Cr Dixon OAM, seconded Cr Moore) 
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