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MINUTES ORDINARY MEETING 

 
GWYDIR SHIRE COUNCIL 

 
WEDNESDAY 26 APRIL 2017 

 
COMMENCING AT 9:02 AM 

 
WARIALDA OFFICE COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

______________________________________________________________ 
Present:  
Councillors: Cr. John Coulton (Mayor), Cr. Catherine 

Egan (Deputy Mayor), Cr Marilyn Dixon 
OAM (arrived 9:07 am), Cr. Jim Moore, Cr. 
Geoff Smith, Cr. David Coulton, Cr Tiffany 
Galvin and Cr Frances Young. 

Staff: Max Eastcott (General Manager), Leeah Daley (Deputy 
General Manager), Richard Jane (Director Technical 
Services) and Helen Thomas (Finance Manager) 

 
Public: Ms L Carroll (Warialda Standard) 
Visitor: Nil 
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DISCLAIMER 
 
 
 
No responsibility whatsoever is implied or accepted by the Gwydir Shire 
Council for any act, omission or statement or intimation occurring during and 
Council or Committee meetings.  
 
The Council disclaims any liability for any loss whatsoever and howsoever 
caused arising out of reliance by any person or legal entity on any such act, 
omission or statement or intimation occurring during Council or Committee 
meetings.  
 
Any person or legal entity who acts or fails to act in reliance upon any 
statement, act or omission made in a Council or Committee meeting does so 
at that person’s or legal entity’s own risk.  
 
In particular and without derogating in any way from the broad disclaimer 
above, in any discussion regarding any planning application or application for 
a licence, any statement or intimation of approval made by any member or 
officer of the Council during the course of any meeting is not intended to be 
and is not taken as notice of approval from the Council.  
 
Gwydir Shire Council wishes to advise that any plans or documents contained 
within this agenda may be subject to copyright law provisions and that the 
express permission of the copyright owner(s) should be sought prior to their 
reproduction.  
 
Members of the public should note that no action should be taken on any item 
discussed at a Council or Committee meeting prior to written advice on the 
resolution of council being received.  
 
Agendas and minutes are available on the Council’s website 
http://www.gwydirshire.com/ 
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OFFICIAL OPENING AND WELCOME – MAYOR 
 
APOLOGIES Cr. Stuart Dick, Ron Wood and Glen Pereira 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 88/17 
 

THAT the apologies of Cr. Stuart Dick, Ron Wood and Glen 
Pereira are accepted. 
 

CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 89/17 
 

THAT the Minutes of the previous Council Meeting held on 
Thursday 30 March 2017 as circulated be taken as read and 
CONFIRMED. 
 

PRESENTATION Nil 
  
CALL FOR THE DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS AND CONFLICTS OF 
INTEREST  
 
Cr J Coulton declared a less than significant non-pecuniary interest in item 11 
as his DA 54/2016 was mentioned as being lodged. 
 
ADDITIONAL/LATE ITEMS 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 90/17 
 

THAT the following items, namely: 
 

1. Circular Economy Presentation - Greenhouse 
2. March 2017 Quarter Finance Review 
 

are accepted as late items onto this Agenda for discussion. 
 
(Moved Cr Egan, seconded Cr Smith) 
 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE – CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 91/17 

THAT the Council resolve into Confidential Session, 
Committee of the Whole and that in the public interest and 
in accordance with Section 10A(2)(a) of the Local 
Government Act, 1993, the public and press be excluded 
from the meeting to consider the items listed on the agenda. 
 
(Moved Cr Moore, seconded Cr Smith) 
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ADOPTION OF THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE CONFIDENTIAL 
SESSION 
 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 92/17 
 

THAT the recommendations of the Confidential Session, namely: 
 

THAT the Confidential Organisation and Community 
Development report be received (Ref: 93/17) 
 
Proposed Event (Ref: 94/17) 
 
THAT the Council continue with the organisation of the 
repatriation of the remains of the King of Bingara in 
conjunction with the Moree Aboriginal Lands Council. 
 
FURTHER that the remaining suggested events and activities 
be not held due to the lack of available financial information, 
infrastructure and insurances plus the adverse advice 
received  from the Police regarding the availability of Police in 
a timely manner if required. 

 
 are adopted. 
 
 (Moved Cr Egan, seconded Cr Moore) 
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Notice of Rescission Motion  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  5. Organisational Management 

OUTCOME: 5.1 CORPORATE MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGY: 5.1.3 Administrative functions - GM - internal 

AUTHOR General Manager  

DATE 3 April 2017        

 
 

Crs J Coulton, C Egan and F Young give notice that they intend to move a 
Notice of Rescission at the 26 April 2017 Council Meeting: 
THAT the following decision made at the Ordinary Council meeting on 30 
March be rescinded: 
 THAT an allocation of $80,000 be made from the Sewer and Waste 
 Funds to cover the proposed costs of developing the conceptual 
 plan for a Biogas facility, subject to a clear definition of the 
 outcomes expected together with a more detailed budget and 
 timetable for delivery of the outcomes.  Any request for additional 
 funding up to $102,000 will only be considered if supported by the 
 detailed budget outlining why $80,000 is insufficient to meet the 
 project brief. (Ref: 50/17) 
 FURTHER that the Mayor be authorised to attend the fact finding 
 visit to Europe to finalise the development of the conceptual plan. 
 (Ref: 51/17) 

 
 
  
 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 95/17 
 
 THAT the following decision made at the Ordinary Council meeting 
 on 30 March be rescinded: 
 
 THAT an allocation of $80,000 be made from the Sewer and Waste 
 Funds to cover the proposed costs of developing the conceptual 
 plan for a Biogas facility, subject to a clear definition of the 
 outcomes expected together with a more detailed budget and 
 timetable for delivery of the outcomes.  Any request for additional 
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 funding up to $102,000 will only be considered if supported by the 
 detailed budget outlining why $80,000 is insufficient to meet the 
 project brief. (Ref: 50/17) 
 FURTHER that the Mayor be authorised to attend the fact finding 
 visit to Europe to finalise the development of the conceptual plan. 
 (Ref: 51/17) 
 
 (Moved Cr Egan, seconded Cr Young) 
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Item 1 Proposals from Warialda Shop Front  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  1. A healthy and cohesive community 

OUTCOME: 1.2 OUR COMMUNITY IS AN INVITING AND VIBRANT 
PLACE TO LIVE 

STRATEGY: 2.1.3 Promote our community as the place to visit,Live, 
work and invest - OCD - external 

AUTHOR General Manager  

DATE 12 April 2017        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 
 
IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 
 
This report recommends that the Council supports the initiatives outlined in 
the attached suggestions from the Warialda Community. 
 
TABLED ITEMS Nil 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
As part of the development of the overall Community Strategic Plan and other 
proposals already being investigated, the Warialda community has submitted 
three (3) proposals for support from the Council. 
 
The proposals are: 
 

1 The placement of flag poles to help celebrate significant events such as 
Christmas, Australia Day or Off-Road Rally.  In the past, these flags 
were placed onto Essential Energy poles but onerous restrictions have 
now been placed on the use of this infrastructure.  The draft 2017/18 
budget contains an appropriate allocation to progress this initiative; 
 

2 The Warialda District Wall of Fame as outlined in the attachment and; 
 

3 Dave Moor main street murals as outlined in the attachment. 
 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
If the draft budget is adopted there will be an allocation to accommodate the 
infrastructure required.  However some of the suggestions will be undertaken 
within the normal operational budgets as appropriate. 
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OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 
 THAT the Council supports the following initiatives submitted from the 
 Warialda community: 
 
   Flag poles; 
 
  The Warialda District Wall of Fame and; 
 
  Dave Moor main street murals. 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
AT-  Suggestion 1  
AT-  Suggestion 2  
AT-  Suggestion 3  
AT-  Submission 4 tabled at meeting  
AT- Submission 5 tabled at meeting   
   
 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 96/17 
 
 THAT the Council supports the initiatives submitted from the 
 Warialda community 
 
 (Moved Cr Smith, seconded Cr Galvin) 
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Item 2 Correspondence from North Sydney Council  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  4. Proactive Regional and Local Leadership 

OUTCOME: 4.1 WE ARE AN ENGAGED & CONNECTED COMMUNITY 

STRATEGY: 4.2.1 Build strong relationships and shared 
responsibilities - GM - external 

AUTHOR General Manager  

DATE 4 April 2017        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 
 
IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 
 
This item is for discussion and no recommendation is being put forward. 
 
TABLED ITEMS Nil 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
North Sydney Council has written the attached letter to every NSW Council 
seeking the views of each Council about the concerns North Sydney Council 
holds regarding the operation of Local Government NSW (LGNSW), 
especially in relation to the lack of action by LGNSW regarding the recent 
amalgamation agenda by the NSW State Government. 
 
 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 
 No recommendation. For discussion. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
AT- Correspondence   
   
COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 97/17 
 
 THAT the correspondence is noted with no further action. 
 
 (Moved Cr D Coulton, seconded Cr Moore) 
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Item 3 2017/2018 Capital Works Program  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  5. Organisational Management 

OUTCOME: 5.1 CORPORATE MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGY: 2.1.1 Plan for and develop the right assets and 
infrastructure - TS -external 

AUTHOR Technical Services Director  

DATE 12 April 2017        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 

IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 
In conjunction with the adoption of the 2017/2018 Gwydir Shire budget, 
Council is required to adopt the Shire Roads Capital Works’ Program.  This 
report is provided to recommend to Council the program of Shire Roads’ 
Capital Works for the 2017/2018 financial year. 
A Gantt chart of the 2017-2018 Capital Works Program will be provided to the 
Councillors at the Council meeting. 
 
 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 
 THAT the 2017 – 2018 Capital Works Program be adopted 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
AT- Shire Roads Capital Works Program 2017-18   
   
 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 98/17 
 
 THAT the 2017 – 2018 Capital Works Program be adopted. 
 
 (Moved Cr D Coulton, seconded Cr Smith) 
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Item 4 'Carbon Farm' Proposal  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  3. An Environmentally Responsible Shire 

OUTCOME: 3.1 OUR COMMUNITY UNDERSTAND AND EMBRACES 
ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGE 

STRATEGY: 3.1.3 Value, protect and enhance our natural environment 
- ED - external 

AUTHOR General Manager  

DATE 11 April 2017        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 
 
IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 
 
This report recommends the endorsement and approval of the attached draft 
lease subject to any minor variations that may occur through negotiation, and 
any approval that may be required from the Crown Lands’ office. 
 
TABLED ITEMS Nil 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The Council at its 28th July 2016 Meeting resolved: 
 

THAT The Living Classroom Masterplan July 2016 as outlined on the 
attached plan is adopted (Ref:213/16) 
 
FURTHER that the area designated for the Field of Learning (which 
includes the carbon sequestration trial area) be offered for lease (5 
years plus a 5 year renewal option) to a community based group 
independent of the Council but with significant local school 
involvement in the planning and development of the land 
(Ref:214/16). 

 
COMMENT 
 
The attached draft lease has been prepared and was tabled for discussion at 
the last meeting of community committee regarding the proposal. 
 
The draft lease may be subject to minor alterations during discussions with 
the Crown Lands Office. 
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The area will include additional land that is currently being negotiated with the 
Crown Lands Office, which is currently vacant Crown Land to the south.  The 
attachment ‘A’ mentioned in the draft lease is yet to be finalised. 
 
 
 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 
 THAT the Council endorses and approves the attached draft lease 
 subject to any minor variations that may occur through negotiation, 
 and any approval that may be required from the Crown Lands’ office. 
 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
AT- Draft Lease   
   
 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 99/17 
 
 THAT the Council endorses and approves the attached draft lease 
 subject to any minor variations that may occur through negotiation, 
 and any approval that may be required from the Crown Lands’ 
 office. 
 
 (Moved Cr Egan, seconded Cr Young) 
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LEASE 
BETWEEN: 
Starfish Initiatives (Starfish), ACN 150 552 962.  Starfish is a charity enterprise whose 
purpose is to support and enable the essential changes which are required to realise rural 
and regional sustainability.  Starfish's registered office is “Tumblegum”, 16 Adina Road, 
Invergowrie NSW 2350 and its legally auspiced body known as The Carbon Farm; AS 
LESSEE  
 
AND:  
Gwydir Shire Council (GSC), ABN 11 636 419 850.  Gwydir Shire Council is a Local 
Government Authority has a population of around 5,000 and covers an area of 9,122km2. 
The Gwydir Shire includes the two main townships Bingara and Warialda, as well as a 
number of smaller villages including Cobbadah, Coolatai, Croppa Creek, Gravesend, North 
Star, Upper Horton and Warialda Rail.  Council's vision is to be a recognised leader in local 
government through continuous learning and sustainability.  Gwydir Shire Council's 
registered office is 33 Maitland Street, Bingara NSW 2404, AS LESSOR. 
The parties hereto acknowledge the following: 

Purpose 
The purpose of this Lease is to record the rights and responsibilities of both parties 
in respect of the utilisation of an area of land under GSC's management to create 
an extension to a regenerative farming initiative (“The Living Classroom”) with a 
focus on soil carbon sequestration ~ known as “The Carbon Farm”. 
GSC is the responsible entity as Trustee, Reserve Manager or Licence Holder for 
the area of public land  hereinafter referred to as 'the said lands' and set out in 
the attached map marked 'A'. 

About The Living Classroom 
The Living Classroom aims to inspire and enable the next generation of farmers, 
the adoption of regenerative farming practices and contribute to the regeneration 
of rural communities.  Once completed it will be a visually beautiful, working 
regenerative farm, interpretation and function centre ~ all woven into the township 
of Bingara and surrounding natural environment. 
The initiative combines four strategies of education, agri-tourism, regenerative 
farming and conferencing.  These strategies align with community and region-wide 
priorities identified as most key to the further regeneration of Bingara and 
surrounding district.  The fortunes of Bingara, as is the case for most farming-based 
communities, are intrinsically linked with both the strength and the characteristics of 
its farming sector and food system. 
Further, by focussing on regenerative agriculture, The Living Classroom is 
addressing one of Australia's most pressing priorities, and most exciting 
opportunities ~ meeting the continuing rapid growth of global food demand in a 
manner which is profoundly more environmental benign and significantly more 



Ordinary Meeting - 26 April 2017 
'Carbon Farm' Proposal.DOC 

Attachment 1 
Draft Lease 

 

This is page number 25 of the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on Wednesday 26 April 2017 
 
Chairman …………………………………………………………………………………… 

socially beneficial.  In its simplest form, regenerative agriculture is the overall term 
given to farming methods, which restore and do not deplete natural systems or 
ecology. 

About The Carbon Farm 
The Carbon Farm will be the only facility of its kind in the region and possibly 
unique nationally.  The focus of The Carbon Farm will be on demonstrating a wide 
range of methods of sequestering carbon in the soil and to measure, monitor and 
make available data to recorded changes over time. 
Its uniqueness includes the application of a broad range of regenerative methods 
for the rejuvenation of a degraded site and creation of a working farm which will 
be accessible to practitioners and the public throughout the year.  In contrast, the 
various existing demonstration farms and research centres highlight one or a few 
regenerative methods and are only opened to the public or other practitioners at 
select times each year.  There is currently no one place where farmers, 
researchers, or educationalists can view and understand the full array of methods 
of sequestering carbon in the soil. 
The regeneration of the site, together with the creation of this working farm and 
model of regenerative agriculture, will provide the basis for an expanded program 
of applied courses. The actual research and planning of the farm will be linked 
with hands-on work to create the farm itself ~ forming the basis for a series of 
applied learning courses in primary industry and related subjects. 
The Carbon Farm will provide interactive, real-world activities and learning 
experiences for farmers, students, and other visitors alike. 

About Starfish 
Starfish’s purpose is creating and supporting the essential changes, which are 
required to realise genuine rural and regional sustainability. 
Starfish’s name has been inspired by the lessons for genuine sustainability that 
are given by the sea creatures, since starfish are one of the few creatures on earth 
which are able to regenerate and replicate.  Starfish are able to self-heal and 
regrow lost parts like a broken off limb.  Amazingly, an entire new starfish can also 
grow from that lost limb.  In this way starfish symbolise, and are a metaphor for, 
sustainability. 
Starfish's reach and impact have grown rapidly since forming in 2008, with 
operations now in Australia, China, Ethiopia, Indonesia, Kenya, Peru, and Vietnam 
with more than one hundred partner organisations, several dozen highly 
experienced professionals and hundreds of volunteers. 
Starfish has led or supported more than 100 sustainability initiatives to date, many 
of which are international or national 'firsts', such as: 
Working on the world's first Centre for Reconciliation at Myall Creek, focused 
on healing the oldest human conflict of all ~ white on black discrimination and 
disadvantage 
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Designing collaborative governance systems for sustainability as a whole (New 
England Sustainability Strategy), landscape conservation (Border Rivers-Gwydir 
Catchment Management Authority) and community energy (Coalition for 
Community Energy) 
Leading the Global Environment Facility funded Biochar for Sustainable Soils 
initiative, which is working with several hundred small-scale farmers in six 
less developed countries to determine the soil and food production benefits 
from scientifically engineered biochars 
Creating Zero Net Energy Town ~ a world-first open-source, Creative Commons 
model for rural towns and villages to create their 100% renewable energy 
transition plan 
Starfish also researched and designed the business development plan for 
The Living Classroom. 

In consideration of the covenants, terms and conditions hereinafter contained and on 
behalf of both Starfish and the Council, the Council hereby leases the said lands to 
Starfish from the commencing date for the term of five (5) years at a nominal annual 
rental of $20.00 plus GST.   
 
This rental is not subject to any increase during the term of the lease.  At the end of the 
term of the lease, either party may exercise the option to renew the lease for another five 
year term.  This intention should be provided to the other party at least 30 working days 
before the expiration date of the lease in writing.   
 
FURTHER GSC will consider any volunteers working within the said land as volunteers 
as volunteers of GSC. This undertaking is subject to Clause 8 hereof. 
 
The Lessee covenants with the Lessor as follows: 
 

1. That the Lessee shall not use the said land or any part thereof for 
any purpose other than as a carbon farm.  

 
2. That the Lessee shall not during the continuance of this Lease 

assign, transfer, demise or part with the possession of the said lands 
or any part thereof without the written permission of Lessor. 

 
3. That the Lessee shall keep the Carbon Farm open and available to 

the public. 
 
4. The Lessee shall at all times take proper precautions to prevent 

users of the carbon farm from damaging or destroying any 
infrastructure and/or equipment which attaches to the said land or is 
used on the said lands. 

 
5. The Lessee shall provide all necessary attendants to ensure proper 

use of the Carbon Farm by staff, volunteers and members of the 
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public where appropriate especially during organised activities and 
events.  

 
6. The Lessee shall, together with their volunteers and other 

representatives at all times be courteous to members of the public 
lawfully using the said lands and will be dressed neatly and in a 
readily distinguishable manner. 

 
7. The Lessee shall permit the Lessor’s employees agents or 

authorised servants at all times to enter upon the said lands to 
inspect and examine the state and condition thereof and for any other 
purpose considered by the Lessor to be necessary in connection with 
the satisfactory maintenance, cleanliness, repair and renovations of 
the Carbon Farm.  

 
8. The Lessee shall ensure that its volunteers, contractors, consultants 

and visitors use suitable PPE, be inducted into the site and abide by 
the Lessor's policies and standards, in particular the Volunteer Policy 
and Code of Conduct. 

 
FURTHER IT IS HEREBY AGREED by and between the parties hereto as follows: 
 

a) That while The Living Classroom and The Carbon Farm are to be managed 
by legally independent entities, their success and effectiveness is interrelated 
and interdependent in many respects; 

b) Given this, both parties recognise that it is in the interests of all involved that 
The Living Classroom and The Carbon Farm be consistently managed 
collaboratively.  

c) Reflecting this, the Lessee's auspice role will necessarily include the essential 
responsibilities and oversight that is required to ensure that Lessee's 
exposure to financial, legal, compliance, risk and other matters as agreed are 
addressed. 

d) At the same time, the Lessee will empower a Board to take on the primary 
responsibility for the leadership, governance, strategic decision-making, 
performance and implementation of The Carbon Farm to the greatest 
extent as is possible, practical and mutually agreeable. This balance 
reflects the fact that for the period while the initiative is carried out under 
the Lessee's auspice, it is not possible for the Lessee to devolve its 
responsibilities as the ultimate legal and financial authority to any other 
party. 

e) It is acknowledged by all parties that this is a transition arrangement with a 
view to The Carbon Farm becoming an independent and self-sustaining 
enterprise in its own right. 
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f) The Carbon Farm is a demonstration site and education centre for soil carbon 
sequestration. 

g) This Lease is subject to the Lessee obtaining the appropriate Minister's 
Consent if applicable. 

 
EXECUTION PAGE 
……………………………………. 
Adam F Blakester  
Executive Director | Starfish Initiatives  
Tumblegum, 16 Adina Road                            
INVERGOWRIE NSW 2350  
 
 
THE COMMON SEAL of GWYDIR ) 
SHIRE COUNCIL was hereunto affixed         ) 
on the <> day of <> ) 
in pursuance of a resolution of the  ) 
Council passed on the <> day of <>               ) 
2017 and affixed in the presence of: ) …………………………….. 
 ) General Manager 
 ) 
…………………………… ) 
Mayor ) 
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Item 5 Monthly Investment and Rates Collection Report - March 
2017  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  5. Organisational Management 

OUTCOME: 5.1 CORPORATE MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGY: 5.1.1 Financial management and accountability systems - 
CFO - internal 

AUTHOR Chief Financial Officer  

DATE 18 April 2017        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 
 
IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 

At each monthly Ordinary Meeting, the Council is presented with the schedule 
relating to Investments, as at the end of the previous month. 

COMMENT 
In accordance with Clause 19(3) of the Local Government (Financial 
Management) Regulation 1993, the following information provides details of 
Council’s funds invested as at 31st March 2017. 
 
 

 
 
 

Broker ID Investment Name Rating Type Next Rollover Yield  Current Value
NAB 2017.06 NAB AA TD 5/04/17 1.80% $1,000,000.00
NAB 2017.08 NAB AA TD 26/04/17 2.62% $1,000,000.00
NAB 2017.1 NAB AA TD 21/08/17 2.53% $1,000,000.00
NAB 2017.11 NAB AA TD 26/06/17 2.54% $1,000,000.00
Grand Total $4,000,000.00

Fund Investment Horizon Type  Current Value
NECU Interest Maximiser At Call Cash $231,397.01
Tcorp Cash Fund At Call Cash $1,934,544.64
Tcorp Medium Term Fund At Call Cash $1,004,018.10
Grand Total $3,169,959.75

Direct Investments $4,000,000.00
Managed Funds $3,169,959.75
Grand Total $7,169,959.75

Direct Investments

 3 Mth Avg Yield

Managed Funds

3.20%
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I, Ron Wood, Chief Financial Officer and Responsible Accounting Officer for 
Gwydir Shire Council, certify that the Council’s investments have been made 
in accordance with the Local Government Act 1993, Local Government 
(General) Regulation 2005 and Council’s Investment Policy (F.01.03), as 
amended. 
 

Direct Investments $4,000,000.00
Managed Funds $3,169,959.75
Grand Total Investments $7,169,959.75

Investments $7,169,959.75

Cash at bank  $                 397,030.29 
Grand Total Cash and Investments $7,566,990.04

                          

Total cash and investments $7,566,990.04
LESS:

Water fund* -$1,347,669.00
Sewer fund* -$3,129,571.00
Waste fund* -$2,254,378.00
Other restrictions:
Employee leave entitlements* -$420,000.00
Carry over works in progress* $0.00
Asset replacement* $0.00
Bonds and deposits -$391,000.00
Unexpended grants* -$387,000.00
Developer contributions -$316,000.00

Discretionary General Fund Cash -$678,627.96

Total Cash and Investments

General Fund Cash

Total Investments

Cash and Investments
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RATES COLLECTIONS 

The graph below represents a comparative of the percentage collections for 
the current year against the two previous rating years.  The current years 
collections are up to 31st March 2017. 

 

 
 
 
 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 
 THAT the March 2017 Investment and Rates Collection report be 
 received 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
There are no attachments for this report.  

Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun
2014-2015 1.03% 26.32 34.07 36.16 49.89 52.70 56.14 68.99 73.85 77.67 91.89 96.98
2015-2016 4.15% 30.07 33.52 36.05 52.18 55.92 61.87 73.20 76.18 78.74 94.93 97.21
2016-2017 3.78% 29.02 31.94 35.00 45.70 54.17 57.11 72.81 76.92
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COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 100/17 
 
 THAT the March 2017 Investment and Rates Collection report be 
 received. 
 
 (Moved Cr Young, seconded Cr Smith) 
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Item 6 March 2017 Quarter Finance Review  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  5. Organisational Management 

OUTCOME: 5.1 CORPORATE MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGY: 5.1.1 Financial management and accountability systems - 
CFO - internal 

AUTHOR Chief Financial Officer  

DATE 18 April 2017        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 
IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 
A quarterly budget review is due within two months of the end of each quarter 
under the requirements of Clause 203 of the Local Government (General) 
Regulation 2005: 

203 Budget review statements and revision of estimates 

(1) Not later than 2 months after the end of each quarter, the 
responsible accounting officer of a council must prepare and submit to 
the council a budget review statement that shows, by reference to the 
estimate of income and expenditure set out in the management plan 
that the council has adopted for the relevant year, a revised estimate of 
the income and expenditure for that year. 
(2) A budget review statement must include or be accompanied by:  
(a) a report as to whether or not the responsible accounting officer 
believes that the statement indicates that the financial position of the 
council is satisfactory, having regard to the original estimate of income 
and expenditure, and  
(b) if that position is unsatisfactory, recommendations for remedial 
action. 
(3) A budget review statement must also include any information 
required by the Code to be included in such a statement. 

BACKGROUND 
This report is required under the Local Government Act and associated 
Regulations. 
ISSUES AND COMMENT 
The commentary in this report is directed at overall results.  The impact on 
individual business units and by implication the associated service levels has 
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not been assessed - this is the responsibility of individual directors and 
managers. 
The March Quarter budget adjustments forecast lower General Fund cash at 
year end.  Actual results may be better than forecast, as the General Manager 
has asked for all ‘discretionary’ expenditure to be halted and for staff to follow 
up on outstanding revenues. 
It remains preferable for cash to continue to grow to ensure an adequate 
buffer is developed in General Fund and there will be further work to improve 
on this result for the March quarter budget reviews. 
The cash position of General Fund continues to be of concern.  Draft results 
indicate that General Fund now has sufficient cash to cover Employee Leave 
Entitlements and working funds.  However, while General Fund cash has 
improved, the cash recovery remains fragile.   
This again reinforces the need for tight budget control, effective cash flow 
management and a bias towards improving the bottom line will need to remain 
until General Fund has sufficient cash reserves to act as an adequate buffer. 
CONCLUSION 
Tight financial control must be maintained given the low cash reserves in 
General Fund. 
Further budget improvements will be sought during as part of the March 
quarter budget review. 
CONSULTATION 
Consultation has occurred within the executive team. 
STATUTORY ENVIRONMENT 
Local Government Act 1993 and associated Regulations 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS - N/A 
FINANCIAL, ECONOMIC AND RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS (including 
Asset Management) 
While General Fund cash reserves are not adequate, Council will remain 
exposed to one off events or budget blowouts. 
STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS - N/A 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS (Social & Environmental): 
Sustainability has largely been addressed as a result of the Special Rate 
Variation being approved.  Further work is required to ensure bottom line 
budget and cash results are achieved.  
 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 
 THAT the March 2017 Quarter Budget Review Statement be noted 
 
 FURTHER that the March Quarter Budget adjustments be approved 
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ATTACHMENTS 
AT- March 2017 Quarter Budget Review Statement   
   
 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 101/17 
 
 THAT the March 2017 Quarter Budget Review Statement be noted. 
 
 FURTHER that the March Quarter Budget adjustments be approved. 
 
 (Moved Cr Egan, seconded Cr Young) 
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Item 7 AB Triple Road Train Access  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  5. Organisational Management 

OUTCOME: 5.1 CORPORATE MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGY: 2.1.1 Plan for and develop the right assets and 
infrastructure - TS -external 

AUTHOR Technical Services Director  

DATE 18 April 2017        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 

IN BRIEF / SUMMARY 
This report has been prepared to seek approval for a section or MR 462 
Bruxner Way and other roads within the Gwydir Local Government area as 
routes for AB-Triple road train access. 

BACKGROUND 

An application from Gordon Martin Pty Ltd to operate AB-Triple road trains on 
a section of the Bruxner Way was received by Council via the National Heavy 
Vehicle Regulator (NHVR) on 10th February 2017 (Attachment 1).  Council 
advised the NHVR that a route assessment would be required for this vehicle 
combination and route.  
Following advice from Council that a route assessment would be required, 
NHVR Stakeholder Specialist, Tim Hansen and Principal Engineer, Kerry 
Plater made contact with Council’s Design and Assets Manager to advise that 
AB-Triples are a superior performing vehicle to other road train combinations 
that are already approved on the Bruxner Way (36.5m A-Doubles and B-
Triples), and as such a route assessment should not be required (Attachment 
2).  

ISSUES AND COMMENT 

In reference to AB-Triple performance, the NSW Route Assessment Guide for 
Restricted Access Vehicles (Attachment 3) states “their vehicle performance 
at highway speeds is better than A-Double road trains”.  It further implies that 
AB-Triples are superior performing vehicles in comparison to A-Double 
configurations that have extensive approval to operate within GSC: 

“AB–triples may be suitable for routes not approved for A-doubles as 
they have superior tracking to A–double road trains and require less 
road width in straight line operations”. 
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While the AB-Triple configuration exceeds the performance of similar 36.5m 
road trains in most aspects, the presence of an extra tri-axle group and 
additional 20 tonnes gross vehicle mass within the same 36.5m total vehicle 
length may potentially present structural problems on bridges and drainage 
structures where a single span may be occupied by multiple tri-axle groups at 
one time.  As vehicles compliant with Heavy Vehicle National Regulation 
requirements must have a minimum spacing of 9.2m from first axle of first 
triaxle group to last axle of second triaxle group however, this is only 
considered to be of significance on bridges spans greater than 12m. 

CONCLUSION 

Industry experts have directly advised Council staff that AB-Triples are 
suitable for access on the requested section of the Bruxner Way.  Further, the 
NSW Route Assessment Guide for Restricted access Vehicles indicates that 
routes presently open to A-Double configurations are suitable for AB-Triple 
access. 

FINANCIAL, ECONOMIC AND RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS (INCLUDING 
ASSET MANAGEMENT) 

Per 1,000 tonnes of freight moved, an AB-Triple with a tri-axle dolly has 
approximately 86% of the impact of an equivalent modern road train for which 
the route is already approved (173 vs 200 equivalent standard axles).  This 
suggests that opening the requested roads to AB-Triple road trains may have 
an overall positive impact on the lifespan of the roads.  
Council maintains the ability to restrict future AB-Triple access by virtue of the 
NHVR permit system.  As such, any approved AB-Triple route can be 
restricted in the future should any damage to road infrastructure be incurred. 
 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION: 
THAT the section of MR462 Bruxner Way from the Moree Plains 
Shire Council boundary to the property “Nymboyda” be approved 
as an AB-Triple route for vehicles fitted with road-friendly 
suspension and a tri-axle dolly on a permit only basis. 
 
FURTHER that  Council provide delegated authority to the 
Manager, Design and Assets to approve future permit requests 
across Gwydir Shire for AB-Triple access where A-Double or B-
Triple access is already approved and bridge spans are less than 
12m for vehicles fitted with road-friendly suspension and a tri-axle 
dolly on a permit only basis. 

 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
AT-  NHVR Permit Request  
AT- NHVR email advice   
AT- Excerpt from NSW Route Assessment Guide for Restricted Access  
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Vehicles  
   
 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 102/17 
 
 THAT the section of MR462 Bruxner Way from the Moree Plains 
 Shire Council boundary to the property “Nymboyda” be approved 
 as an AB-Triple route for vehicles fitted with road-friendly 
 suspension and a tri-axle dolly on a permit only basis. 
 
 FURTHER that  Council provide delegated authority to the Manager, 
 Design and Assets to approve future permit requests across 
 Gwydir Shire for AB-Triple access where A-Double or B-Triple 
 access is already approved and bridge spans are less than 12m for 
 vehicles fitted with road-friendly suspension and a tri-axle dolly on 
 a permit only basis. 
 
 (Moved Cr D Coulton, seconded Cr Smith) 
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Item 8 The Living Classroom Update  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  1. A healthy and cohesive community 

OUTCOME: 1.1 WE HAVE HEALTHY SPACES AND PLACE 

STRATEGY: 1.1.3 Provide the right places, spaces and activities - OCD 
- external 

AUTHOR General Manager  

DATE 18 April 2017        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 
 
IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 
 
This report is for notation only. 
 
TABLED ITEMS Nil 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Cr Young met with the Director Development and Environmental Services and 
the CEO of GLR RTO on 6 April 2016 to get an update of the current activities 
being undertaken on the site and the notes of this meeting are attached. 
 
 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 
 THAT the update notes of the current activities being conducted at 
 The Living Classroom are noted. 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
AT- Notes   
   
 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 103/17 
 
 THAT the update notes of the current activities being conducted at 
 The Living Classroom are noted. 
 
 (Moved Cr Young, seconded Cr Dixon OAM) 
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Item 9 Monthly Organisation and Community Development 
Report - March 2017  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  5. Organisational Management 

OUTCOME: 5.1 CORPORATE MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGY: 5.1.3 Administrative functions - GM - internal 

AUTHOR Organisation Development Director  

DATE 12 April 2017        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 

IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 

The monthly Organisation and Community Development report details the 
activities carried out by the Department during the month of March 2017. 

BACKGROUND 

The monthly Organisation and Community Development report forms part of a 
regular reporting regime.  The purpose of the report is to inform Council of the 
activities carried out within the Department. 

INCIDENT REPORTING 

Incidents reported in March 2017 
There were 7 incidents/near misses reported for the month of March 2017: 

• 4 in Bingara,  2 in Warialda and 1 in Gravesend   
• 6 incidents were internal and 1 near miss was internal. 
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Council’s Incident/Accident report form defines the injury/accident into five 
categories: 

 

The nature of incidents reported has been broken down into 11 categories: 
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CARAVAN PARKS REPORT 

Bingara Riverside Caravan Park 
The Riverside Caravan Park continues to be maintained by Council staff with the 
following occupancies for the 2016/17 financial year to date. 

 
The record high temperatures over summer drove occupancies down to well below 
average however numbers are now picking up. 

 
 



Ordinary Meeting - 26 April 2017 Gwydir Shire 
 Council 

This is page number 75 of the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on Wednesday 
26 April 2017 
 
Chairman …………………………………………………………………………………… 

Warialda Caravan Park 

The Warialda Caravan Park continues to be maintained by Council staff with the 
following occupancies for the 2016/17 financial year to date.   

 

The record high temperatures over summer severely affected caravan site 
occupancies in particular and cabin stays were well below average in February 
however numbers are now picking up. 
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NAROO AGED CARE FACILITY, WARIALDA 
Current occupancy is 33 out of a possible 36 with three (3) residents expected 
in April with the option of permanent care 
Council is currently advertising internally for Care Service Employee positions. 
Naroo Manager is in discussions with HealthWISE regarding the possibility of 
being involved in a pilot project incorporating the Barwon on-call program 
when there is no doctor available in Warialda as a support for Naroo 
residents.  Warialda MPS has been utilising this Small Towns After Hours 
program for some time, where a doctor from another town is on call for staff to 
contact.  
An expression of interest will be lodged to participate in a trial of aged care 
facilities being used for on-the-job training for TAFE students. 
Overtime worked in March was greatly reduced while casual wages 
increased.  The current recruitment for two vacant positions will reduce the 
casual wages paid. 
Electricity costs have increased dramatically due to end of contract.  Currently 
reviewing solar panels options and cost reducing methods. 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
Docket Boxes in Bingara 
Docket boxes are available at different business houses in Bingara for tourists 
to leave their dockets.  Not all dockets are captured but those that are give a 
good indication of the amount of money expended by travellers in Bingara. 

 Bingara Visitor 
Information 
Centre 

Shell 
Garage 

Bingara 
Caravan 
Park 

IGA Total 

Feb $4,144.57 $3,939.52 $1,255.00 n/a $9,339.09 

Mar $2,402.57 n/a n/a $3,328.03 $5,730.60 

Roxy Theatre usage – March 2017 
10 March – wedding – 150 people 
15 March – Council community meeting – 50 people 
23 March – Hunter New England Health conference – 40 people 
26 March – North West Theatre Company (NWTC) monthly film – 26 people 
28 March – Eleanor’s Story – 63 people 
31 March – Bush Tucker dinner (Landcare) – 90 people 
Warialda Town Hall 
18 March – Fall of the Roman Umpire – 58 people 
Roxy Café 
24 March – CWA morning tea – 30 attended 
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Roxy Conference Room 
9 March – Back to Business Week Seminar – 5 people 
Sunday and Monday each week - NWTC rehearsals – 20 people 
Warialda Sunflower Motel 
16 March – Media Workshop – 12 people 
Back to Business Week Workshops 
As part of back to business week, Gwydir Shire council held two workshops. 
The first was an E Commerce seminar in Bingara and the second was a 
media writing workshop for community groups and small business.  
The Media writing workshop was a one day free course where participants 
learnt how to identify their target audience, select the best method to 
communicate to their target market and how to deliver their message 
effectively.  The course also looked at how to write social media posts that 
engage target audiences and news media releases that get results. 
The E Commerce workshop was an evening session discussing: 

- E-Commerce Essentials 
- Setting up an online store  
- Tips on choosing your sales platform, payment method and payment 

gateway, and managing the logistics of shipping items. 
- Global Online Market Places - Tips on third-party websites that allow 

you to sell online without creating your own e-commerce-enabled 
website 

- Selling Overseas – new age of digital opportunities. 
 

   
Participants at the E-Commerce Workshop    Participants at the Media Writing Workshop 
 

GWYDIR LEARNING REGION (GLR) 
Heavy Vehicle Driver Training in Warialda 
Due to staff illness there was reduced activity at the GLR Registered Training 
Organisation (RTO) during February and March 2017.   Four heavy vehicle 
final competency assessments (FCA) were conducted during February and 
another two clients completed full training for the heavy vehicle driver course, 
one external client and one internal client. 
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A training course has been developed by GLR staff and is currently being 
delivered to the second Trainer/Assessor who is in the final stages of 
completion of his training.  The course is largely based on Roads and 
Maritime Services (RMS) system requests, procedures and requirements.  
When completed, the second Trainer/Assessor will apply for registration with 
the RMS. 
A second FCA route will be developed for GLR RTO to use in Moree.  This 
will be part of the new Trainer/Assessor’s training and will also be used to 
conduct Multi-Combination (MC) licencing. 
The RMS requires that RTOs conduct an annual self-assessment audit.  This 
is mandatory and is based on the calendar year.  It is to be completed by the 
31st March.  An extension of time was granted to allow the GLR assessor to 
return to work from illness.  The total number of clients either trained, 
assessed or trained and assessed by GLR Training during 2016 was 62. 
Some clients were previous clients that returned for a licence upgrade; only 
three out of the 62 were required to return for reassessment. 
TAFE - Automotive Vocational Preparation Certificate II 
Classes have commenced at the Automotive Trade Training Centre (ATTC) 
for the 2017 year.  Again, classes are well attended with both morning and 
afternoon classes available.  This year has seen the inclusion of two other 
groups into the automotive classes.  Two additional students are completing a 
Certificate II traineeship in Automotive Servicing while still attending school. 
Another student is starting an automotive apprenticeship (Certificate III) also 
while still at school.  There are now four basic groups attending automotive 
classes this year.  
Two students from Bingara Central School are making the trip each week to 
attend automotive classes. 
Portable Appliance Testing (PAT) 

The Automotive Trade Training Centre, Warialda Depot and Warialda 
Workshop are now due to be retested.  There are still many departments yet 
to be tested.  In addition to testing a comprehensive asset list of electrical 
equipment is also being developed for council records. 
The Automotive Trade Training Centre continues to provide a much needed 
resource for education and training within the local community, in particular for 
youth. 
The Living Classroom, Bingara 
Bingara Central School Civics class attends The Living Classroom (TLC) each 
Wednesday actively participating in building the kitchen garden beds. 
Work for the Dole crew continue to work on projects at TLC. 
Horticulture Cert III commenced in March as a three day per week course at 
TLC. 
Visitors to TLC during March included Warialda Quilting Group and Inverell 
Probus Club. 
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Dr. Angela Pattison from Sydney University’s Research Station in Narrabri 
visited TLC during March and spoke encouragingly of joint opportunities, 
particularly with Indigenous foods. 
Northern Slopes Landcare and North West Local Land Services conducted a 
two day pasture improvement session at TLC during March. 

TOURISM 
Warialda Visitor Information Centre 

January 2017 February 2017 March 2017 
Opening hrs = 159.5 Opening hrs = 150 Opening hrs = 172.5 

Volunteer hrs = 35.50 Volunteer hrs = 21.50 Volunteer hrs = 16 

Bingara Visitor Information Centre 

January 2017 February 2017 March 2017 
Opening hrs = 166 Opening hrs = 162 Opening hrs = 181.5 

Volunteer hrs = 36 Volunteer hrs = 32 Volunteer hrs = 32 
 
Income – Warialda VIC $ Jan $ Feb $ Mar 

Caravan Park  2,032.00 1,647.00 3,644.00 

Plants of Gwydir Shire/Cunningham’s Track 50.00 20.00 110.00 

NSW Trainlink sales 486.80 359.55 1,047.96 

Centre Hire  20.00 20.00 22.00 

Merchandise sales  1,224.80 970.70 1,824.45 

Goods on Consignment Sales 0.00 3.00 98.00 

Subtotal 4,040.90 3,020.25 6,746.41 

Less Caravan Park Money Banked 2,032.00 1,647.00 3,644.00 

Less Payment to NSW Trainlink  486.80 359.55 1,047.96 

Total Monthly Income Warialda VIC $2,245.15 $1,013.70 $2,054.45 

 
Income – Bingara VIC $ Jan $ Feb $ Mar 

Products on consignment  15.00 0.00 27.00 

Merchandise 443.00 416.80 625.50 

Subtotal 458.00 416.80 652.50 
Less payments to consignees 10.00 0.00 12.96 

Total Merchandise sales $448.00 $416.80 $639.54 
Roxy tour income $170.00 $90.00 $475.00 
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Cranky Rock Sites Jan Feb Mar 

Powered sites 10 54 49 

Unpowered sites 4 18 13 
Camping sites 0 0 0 
Total 14 72 62 

 

Visitors at Warialda VIC Jan Feb Mar 

Visitors 463 385 628 

Cafe 205 310 375 
Total Warialda VIC 668 695 1003 
Total Bingara VIC 454 237 556 

COMMUNITY HOME SUPPORT PROGRAM (CHSP) (formerly known as 
HACC) 

A summary of the activities carried out at each of the Home Support Service 
Centres is provided: 

BINGARA 

• Morning tea is provided for clients each Tuesday at the Day Centre 
• Day Centre has monthly luncheons for clients; these are well supported 
• Bingara Day Centre clients had morning tea at Touriandi during 

February 
• Community Health meetings are held every month at the Bingara MPS 

DELUNGRA 

• Delungra Day Centre provides morning tea each Wednesday, these 
are well supported 

• A luncheon is provided monthly for clients 
• Clients celebrated St Patricks Day in March 
• A representative from HealthWISE attended Delungra Day Centre and 

provided free blood pressures and blood sugar levels for clients 
• An officer from NSW Ambulance, Warialda attended and provided a 

general health talk to clients. 

WARIALDA 

• Community bus had step and seat belts fitted in Tamworth in February 
2017 

• The CHSP Advisory Committee met in March – these meetings are 
held quarterly and rotate between each centre  
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• Community Health meetings are held every month at the Warialda 
MPS 

• Morning tea, bingo and lunch are provided for clients each Monday;  
this includes some clients from Naroo who are collected on the bus 

• Card players group meets every Friday 
• Warialda/Delungra day outing to Coolatai was enjoyed by 15 who 

attended 
• A luncheon was provided for clients to celebrate Valentine’s Day and St 

Patricks Day 
 
GSC Home 
Support Service, 
Quarterly Report 
(Jan-March) 2017 

Bingara CHSP Delungra CHSP Warialda CHSP 

    
DAY CENTRE    
Clients 60 11 57 
Meals 68 103 571 
Hours 587 297 1130 
    
SOCIAL SUPPORT    
Clients 60 11 57 
Hours 587 297 1130 
    
FOOD SERVICE 
(Meals on Wheels) 

   

Clients 8 0 11 
Meals 221 0 183 
    
TRANSPORT     
Number of Clients 44 8 30 
Number of Trips 247 64 198 
TRANSPORT 
(Youth) 

NSW Transport 
Funded 

  

Number of Clients 19 N/A N/A 
Number of Trips 36 N/A N/A 
    
VOLUNTEERS    
No. of Volunteers 38 5 54 
Hours 510 26 275 
    
ACCOMMODATION 
UNITS for AGED 

   

Occupancy 6/6 N/A 13/13 
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CONCLUSION 
The activities carried out by the Organisation and Community Development 
Department are in line with the 2016/2017 Operational Plan and otherwise as 
directed. 

CONSULTATION 
Consultation has occurred within the Organisation and Community 
Development Directorate. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
Policy implications are those relating to the 2016/2017 Operational Plan and 
the Policies of Gwydir Shire Council. 

FINANCIAL, ECONOMIC and RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS (including 
Asset Management) 
The activities carried out by the Organisation and Community Development 
Department are in line with the 2016/2017 Operational Plan. 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS (Social and Environment) 
The activities undertaken by the Organisation and Community Development 
Department regarding social and environmental factors are targeted in line 
with the 2016/2017 Operational Plan. 
 
 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 
 THAT the Monthly Organisation and Community Development 
 report for March 2017 be received 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
There are no attachments for this report.  
 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 104/17 
 
 THAT the Monthly Organisation and Community Development 
 report for March 2017 be received. 
 
 (Moved Cr Galvin, seconded Cr Moore) 



Ordinary Meeting - 26 April 2017 Gwydir Shire 
 Council 

This is page number 83 of the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on Wednesday 
26 April 2017 
 
Chairman …………………………………………………………………………………… 

Item 10 Monthly Technical Services Report - March 2017  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  5. Organisational Management 

OUTCOME: 5.1 CORPORATE MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGY: 2.1.1 Plan for and develop the right assets and 
infrastructure - TS -external 

AUTHOR Technical Services Director  

DATE 13 April 2017        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 

BACKGROUND 
The monthly Technical Services report has been identified by Council as the 
process of reporting the activities carried out monthly by the Technical 
Services Department. 

COMMENT 
1. TECHNICAL SERVICES AND ADMINISTRATION 
Technical Services infrastructure, planning, design and surveys were carried 
out in-house.  The Technical Services staff continued to provide customer 
service to the Gwydir Shire residents. 
1.1 North West Weight of Loads Committee 
Nil Report 
1.2 Emergency Services 
Council was successful in gaining grants from the NSW Rural Fire Service for 
the slashing of the Community Protection Zones within the Shire.  Locations 
include the Warialda Rail Showground and Coolatai Sporting Ground.  These 
works have been completed. 
Works are being carried out during the school holidays to extend the fire break 
and clear around the back of the Warialda High School.  Council has 
contracted an excavator with a mulcher implement. 

2. ENGINEERING SERVICES 
2.1 Construction/ Rehabilitation – Regional and Local Roads 
Southern construction crews have started works on White Street in Bingara 
where the current alignment of the road will be shifted away from the 
residential houses on the northern side.  This will not only straighten the 
alignment of the road but will also help with the current drainage issues in 
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front of the houses and the steep banks/batters.  These works are 
programmed to continue throughout April/May.  Works are also being 
undertaken in Cunningham Street near Gwydir Oval where the existing kerb 
and guttering has been removed and will be replaced over the upcoming 
months. 
Northern construction crews continue with works on Baroma Downs Road, 
near Hueys Arm Creek Bridge.  This has involved stabilising approximately 
2.5km of pavement with 70:30 slag lime and overlaying the existing pavement 
with 150mm of crushed basalt material.  After the Easter break stabilisation of 
the base layer will take place and the pavement will then be finished off with a 
double-double bitumen seal. 
These works are programmed to continue throughout April and into May. 
2.2  Works – Local, Regional and State Roads 
Maintenance Grading 
SR8 Gragin Road, SR47 Graman Road, SR81 Langley Road, SR41 County 
Boundary Road, SR43 Buckie Road. 
Gravel Resheeting 
SR238 Talula Road, The Living Class Room, SR286 Sonoma Road. 
Bitumen Patching 
MR133 Killarney Gap Road, MR63 Cobbadah Road, HW12 Gwydir Highway, 
RR7705 North Star Road, RR63 Warialda Road, SR4 Baroma Downs Road, 
SR14 Mosquito Creek Road, SR7 Croppa Creek Road, SR5 Croppa Moree 
Road, MR63 Allan Cunningham Road. 
Vegetation Control 
RR63 Warialda Road and HW12 Gwydir Highway. 
Miscellaneous Work 
Gravel resheeting of The Living Classroom internal roads and the Bingara 
Landfill to make it an all-weather road. 
Kerb and Gutter replacement in Cunningham Street Bingara. 
Slashing 
HW12 Gwydir Highway, SR7 Croppa Road, SR5 Croppa Moree Road, 
RR7705 North Star Road, MR63 Cobbadah Road 
Private Works for Councillors and Staff - Nil Report 
Self Help Program - Nil Report 
2.3 Roads Maintenance Council Contract – Work Orders issued by RMS 
All Work Orders issued by RMS are quality assurance schedule of rates 
projects carried out by Council staff under the Roads Maintenance Council 
Contract with Roads and Maritimes Services. 
Maintenance crews are currently continuing works on the “Holden Street 
Culvert Extension”, just west of Warialda.  This has involved the boxing out 
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and pouring of the base slab and wing-wall footings which were left to set over 
several weeks.  The precast concrete culverts have then been placed on both 
sides with one of the wing-walls poured and the shoulder filled in with material 
to tie in with the existing landscape. The construction of the remaining wing-
wall is planned over upcoming weeks. 
Approximately two thirds of the programmed Heavy Patching for State Roads 
has been completed with the remainder to take place on HW12 Gwydir 
Highway throughout April/May.  The remaining Heavy Patching will be 
undertaken within segments that are programmed to be resealed next 
financial year.  All State Road reseals have been completed for this financial 
year. 
All other Ordered Works have been completed for this year, leaving only 
Routine Works to be completed, including guardrail replacement, drainage 
structure maintenance, routine slashing and bitumen works, and possible 
shoulder grading. 
2.4 Rural Roads 2016-2017 Capital Works Program  
Refer Attachment 1 
2.5 Other Services 
2.5.1 Street services continued to be maintained for vehicular, pedestrian and 
public conveniences. 
2.5.2 Storm water drainage facilities continue to be maintained.  
2.5.3 Aerodromes at Warialda and Bingara continue to be maintained and 
inspections are done monthly. 
2.5.4 Existing quarry sources are continually being utilised and future sources 
are being investigated as time permits with other competing projects. 
2.5.5 The radio and television towers continue to be maintained. 
3. DESIGN AND ASSET SERVICES 
Survey, design and soil testing is continuing for the 2016-2017 works 
programs. Progress is as follows: 
Warialda High Productivity Vehicle (HPV) Bypass and associated truck facility  
A final Plan Set including all intersections and road alignments is to be 
completed; this will include all the details for the HPV bypass required for 
construction to commence. 
White Street, Bingara 
A design for the realignment of the intersection of White Street and Fossickers 
Way along with the realignment of 200m of White Street.  
Elcombe Road – Causeway Extensions 
Three causeways along Elcombe Road are being designed for extension. 
Asset staff continue to undertake other varied tasks, constructing queries and 
spreadsheets for the following: 
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• Capture GPS Point and number of rural addresses 
• Update GIS data 
• Adding unmatched parcels into ‘Authority’ 
• Culvert Asset Data Capture – Mosquito Creek Road and Gravesend 

Road 
• National Heavy Vehicle Regulator – Road Permits for Heavy Vehicles 
• Mapping of water and sewer assets into Councils GIS database 
• Internal and External enquiries and mapping. 

CONCLUSION 
The activities carried out by the Technical Services Department are in line 
with the 2016/2017 Management Plan and otherwise as directed. 

CONSULTATION 
Consultation is carried out within the Technical Services Department during 
the monthly Technical Services team meetings and other relevant persons. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
Policy implications are those relating to the 2016/2017 Management Plan and 
the Technical Services Policies of Gwydir Shire Council. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
The activities carried out by the Technical Services Department are in line 
with the 2016/2017 Management Plan. 
 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 
 THAT the monthly Technical Services report for March 2017 be 
 received 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
AT- 2016-17 Shire Roads Capital Works March report   
   
 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 105/17 
 
 THAT the monthly Technical Services report for March 2017 be 
 received. 
 
 (Moved Cr Smith, seconded Cr Young) 
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Item 11 Monthly Development and Environmental Services Report 
- March 2017  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  5. Organisational Management 

OUTCOME: 5.1 CORPORATE MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGY: 3.1.1 Encourage respectful planning, balanced growth 
and good design - ED - external 

AUTHOR Director Development and 
Environmental Services   

DATE 12 April 2017        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 

IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 
A report by the Director, Development and Environmental Services on the 
activities of the Department including Development Applications, Construction 
and Complying Development Certificates issued by Council for the month of 
March 2017. 

COMMENT 
1.  DEVELOPMENT 
The Department continues to receive enquiries and provide advice on a range 
of planning and building matters including: 
• Subdivision 
• Dwelling entitlements 
• Minor structure construction e.g. sheds 
• Commercial opportunities and construction 
• Basix (Building Sustainability Index) 
• Bushfire requirements 
• Building construction standards and requirements 
• Stormwater 
• Licensing and owner builder requirements 
• Fees and charges 
• Planning certificates 
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The following Development (D/A)/Complying Development (CDC) and 
Construction Certificate (C/C) applications have been approved for the month. 

No. Property  
Description 

Development/ 
Work 

$ D/A C/C CDC 
 

2/2017 Lot 11 Sec 54 DP 759052 
34 Hope Street Warialda 

Deck $8,000   - 

3/2017 Lot 126 DP 754851 
6 Gwydir Street Bingara 

Double Garage with 
attached Double 

Carport 

$27,000   - 

4/2017 Lot 126 DP 754819 
8 Bombelli Street Bingara 

Extensions to Bowling 
Greens Shed and 

Verandah  

$10,000   - 

The following Development (D/A)/Complying Development (CDC) and 
Construction Certificate (C/C) applications remain outstanding for the month. 

DA, CC 
and CDC  

Property  
Description and Description of Work 

Reason D/A C/C CDC 

35/2015 3533 Copeton Dam Road Copeton 
- Extension of existing Caravan 

& Camping Facilities 

Request Addition 
Information from 

Applicant 

 - - 

26/2016 21-23 Maitland Street Bingara 
- Continued Use of ATM 

Current  - - 

40/2016 10 Junction Street Bingara 
- Detached Granny Flat 

Awaiting Construction 
Certification Information 

-  - 

49/2016 1470 North Star Road Warialda  
- Continued Occupation/Use of Worker 

Accommodation 

Current  - - 

54/2016 3575 Allan Cunningham Road Warialda 
- Granny Flat 

Awaiting Construction 
Certificate Information 

-  - 

01/2017 88 Maitland Street/5 Byrnes Street 
Bingara – Storage Units and Shop Front 

Being Assessed   - 

5/2017 4226 Copeton Dam Road Bundarra 
- 5 Lot Rural Subdivision 

Current  - - 

6/2017 929 Fairford Road Warialda  
- Rural Workers Cottage 

Current   - 

7/2017 1082 Agincourt Road Coolatai 
- Amalgamation of 15 lots into 2 lots 

Current  - - 

8/2017 Salter Street Bingara 
- Erection of Large Garden Shed and 
Continued Use of two Shipping Containers 

Current   - 

9/2017 1160 River Road Pallamallawa 
- 3 Lot Rural Subdivision 

Current  - - 

There were no Development (D/A)/Complying Development (CDC) or 
Construction Certificate (C/C) applications approved and not previously 
reported to Council for the month. 
There were no Development (D/A)/Complying Development (CDC) and 
Construction Certificate (C/C) applications refused(R)/ withdrawn (W)/ 
Cancelled (C) for the month. 
There following Complying Development (CDC) and/or Construction 
Certificate (C/C) applications were approved by a Private Certifier and lodged 
with Council during the month. 

No. Property  
Description 

Development/ 
Work 

$ D/A C/C CDC 
 

50/2016 Lot 1 DP 1100174 
10 Cunningham Street 

Bingara 

Dwelling $123,378 -  - 
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There were no Development (D/A) and Complying Development (CDC) 
applications determined where there has been a variation in standards under 
SEPP 1 or clause 4.6 of Gwydir Local Environmental Plan 2013 for the month. 
The following graph shows Development Certificates issued for March 
compared to the previous seven (7) months. 

 
The following graph shows Conveyancing Certificates issued for March 
compared to the previous seven (7) months. 
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The following graph shows the number of Conveyancing Certificates issued 
up to and including the month of March 2017 compared with the same period 

in 2016. 

 
The table below shows a comparison between applications lodged for the 
month of March 2017 compared to the last two years (excluding private 
certifier lodged applications). 
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The table below shows a comparison between the values of lodged for the 
month of March 2017 compared to the last two years (excluding private 
certifier lodged applications). 

 

 
Development Applications received by Type (includes private certifier 
lodged applications) 
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Development Applications Received by locality (includes private certifier 
lodged applications) 

 

Development Applications – nine (9) months  
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Construction Certificates – nine (9) months (excludes private certifier 
lodged and approved applications) 

  

Complying Development Applications – nine (9) months (excludes 
private certifier lodged and approved applications) 

 

1.1 CRM – Planning and Development 

Older Current Actioned Unactioned 

1 1 1 1 

2. ILLEGAL ACTIVITY 

ACTIVITY No 

ACTION TAKEN 
Inspected Notice 

Sent 
Application/ 
Certificate 

Lodged 

Penalty 
Notice 

Legal 
Action 

Refer 
to 

Council 
Development        
Building/Plumbing/ 
Drainage 

       

Health/Animals 6 6 6  2   
Environment 2 2 2     
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2.1 CRM - Illegal Activity 

Older Current Actioned Unactioned 

2 - - 2 

3.  HEALTH 
The Department continues to receive enquiries and provide advice on a range 
of health matters including 
• Design and installation of on-site sewerage management systems 
• Overgrown properties 
• Food premises design and fit-out 
• Food handling practices  
• Mobile food vendors 
• Licensing 
• Water carting  
• Plumbing and drainage - design and installation 

3.1  Water Surveillance  
The Department continues to carry out routine weekly microbiological 
sampling of the water supply in the towns of Warialda and Bingara, fortnightly 
sampling of Gravesend and monthly sampling at North Star. 
3.2  Health Related Inspections for March 2017 
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3.3  Swimming Pool Inspections  
The Department continues to carry out swimming pool compliance 
inspections.  
3.4  Cemeteries 
Both Warialda and Bingara Cemeteries continued to be maintained. 
3.5  Food Premise Inspections/Re-inspections 

  

3.6 CRM – Health Other 

Older Current Actioned Unactioned 

7 1 2 5 

3.7 Compliance and Regulatory Control 
Council received complaints regarding roaming stock and dogs, noise, the 
keeping of animals and other concerns during the month of March 2017.  
These are investigated and actioned as necessary and are detailed in the 
following table including year to date and actioned totals: 
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Council has four (4) cat and two (2) dog cage traps available for use by 
residents who are experiencing problems with stray feral and companion 
animals.  Traps are normally kept by residents for a period of 4 - 7 days at a 
time. 
During this period four cat cages have been utilised by residents though out 
the shire. 

3.8 CRM - Animals 

Older Current Actioned Unactioned 

10 3 3 10 

4.  ENVIRONMENTAL 
The Department continues to receive enquiries and provide advice on a range 
of environmental matters including: 

• Air and water pollution 

• Noise pollution 

• Littering 

• Legislation 
The following table shows the number of certificates issued in March 2017 
compared to the preceding seven (7) months 

 

 
4.1 CRM – Environment 

Older Current Actioned Unactioned 

2 2 - 4 
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4.2 Waste Services 
4.2.1 Waste Collection 
Warialda 
Scheduled kerbside collection service was carried out during the period.  
There were no incidents or complaints for this period.   
Bingara 
Scheduled kerbside collection service was carried out during the period.  
There were no incidents or complaints for this period.   
Gravesend 
Scheduled kerbside collection service was carried out during the period.  
There were no incidents or complaints for this period.   
North Star 
Scheduled kerbside collection service was carried out during the period.  
There were no incidents or complaints for this period.   
Warialda Rail 
Scheduled kerbside collection service was carried out during the period.  
There were no incidents or complaints for this period.   
Croppa Creek 
Scheduled kerbside collection service was carried out during the period.  
There were no incidents or complaints for this period.   
RMS Rest Area Bins 
Scheduled collections were carried out during the period.  There were no 
issues reported. 
4.2.2 Recycling 
Scheduled kerbside collection service was carried out during the period.  
There were no incidents/complaints for this period.   
Council continues to make available compost bins, aerators and worm farms 
for purchase by members of the community. 
4.2.3 All Waste Recovery Centres and Landfills Maintenance 
All Waste Recovery Centres in the Shire continue to be supervised/monitored 
and maintained.  Staff continues to make changes to the site layout and 
signage to improve onsite operation and access for residents unloading waste 
and recyclable materials. 
4.2.4  Green Waste 
Scheduled kerbside collection service was carried out during the period.  
There were no incidents/complaints for this period.  
There was no in house chipping for the month. 
Council is continuing to supply mulch from chipped green waste to residents. 
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4.2.5 Recycled Steel 
Steel continues to be stockpiled for collection at the Bingara and Warialda 
Waste Recovery Centre. 

4.3 Breakdown of Waste Collection for February 2017 

 

4.4 Recycling Contamination February 2017 
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4.5 Organics Contamination February 2017 

 

4.6 CRM – Waste 

Older Current Actioned Unactioned 

0 2 1 1 

5. NOXIOUS WEEDS CONTROL 
Property Inspection Program 
Staff continues to assist farmers and the community with: 

• Funding advice 
• Noxious weeds advice 
• Property inspections 
• Spraying of noxious weeds 

The following noxious weeds certificates were issued during March 2017 
compared to the previous eight (8) months. 
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The following graph shows the noxious weeds inspections carried out in 
March 2017 compared to the previous five (5) months. 

 
5.1 Noxious weeds - Inspections during March 2017 

Areas Inspected N
o.

 

H
a 

 

R
d 

km
  

Weeds Present 

Private Property High Risk areas 6 4978 - 
Bathurst Burr, Green Cestrum, Mimosa Bush, 
Noogoora Burr, Parthenium, Sweet Briar and 

St John’s Wort 

Private Property High Risk Reinspections 3 2239 - Bathurst Burr, Blue Heliotrope and Noogoora 
Burr 

Roadside Inspections High Risk  - - - - 
Waterways High Risk  - - - - 

Private Property  6 2927 - 

African Boxthorn, Blackberry, Bathurst Burr, 
Galvanised Burr, Mimosa Bush, Noogoora 

Burr, Paterson’s Curse, St John’s Wort, 
Silverleaf Nightshade and Tree Pear 

Private Property Reinspections  4 3704 - Blackberry, Bathurst Burr, Sweet Briar and St 
John’s Wort 

Private Property Waterways 1 1736 - Blue Heliotrope and Noogoora Burr 
Roadside Inspections 5 870 435 Feral Trees 

Other Council Lands 1 21 - African Boxthorn, Mimosa Bush and 
Paterson’s Curse 

Nurseries - - - - 
Rural Outlets - - - - 
ARTC - - - - 
Other Weekend Markets - - - - 
Dept of Lands - - - - 
National Parks/ Nature Reserves - - - - 
NWLLS Reserves - - - - 

Gravel Quarries 18 18 - Bathurst Burr, Galvanised Burr, Mimosa Bush 
and Noogoora Burr 

Machinery Dealers - - - - 
Grain Handling Sites - - - - 
Recreational Areas - - - - 
Saleyards - - - - 
Machinery wash down bays - - - - 
Truck Stops 6 3 - No Weeds Found 
Other - - - - 
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5.2 Noxious weeds control works for March 2017 

Road/Property Locality Weed Code 

A
re

a 
H

a 

R
oa

d 
km

 

H
ig

h 
R
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k 

R
oa

d 

C
ou

nc
il 

R
oa

d 

O
th

er
 

Coolatai Landfill Coolatai General Weeds 5    1 
Croppa Creek Landfill Croppa Creek General Weeds 5    1 
Bingara Showground Bingara General Weeds 5    1 
Bingara Sewerage 
Treatment Plant Bingara All Vegetation 5    1 
Gravesend Landfill Gravesend General Weeds 5    1 
Warialda Rail Landfill Warialda Rail General Weeds 5    1 
Warialda Landfill Warialda  General Weeds 5    1 

Bingara River Common Bingara 
Green Cestrum and 
Mother of Millions 10    1 

Halls Creek Area Bingara 
Green Cestrum and 
Mother of Millions 10    1 

Bingara River Common Bingara 

African Boxthorn, 
Green Cestrum and 
Madera Vine 10    1 

Halls Creek Area Bingara 

African Boxthorn, 
Green Cestrum and 
Madera Vine 10    1 

Baroma Rd North Star Harrisia Cactus 60.6 30.3  1  
Kirewa Rd North Star Harrisia Cactus 42.96 21.48  1  
Mistake Rd North Star Harrisia Cactus 34.32 17.16  1  
Scotts Rd North Star Harrisia Cactus 27.08 13.54  1  
Cobbadah Rd Bingara Feral Trees 354.88 177.44  1  
Scotts Rd North Star Harrisia Cactus 27.08 13.54  1  
North Star Road Warialda Harrisia Cactus 164.50 82.25  1  
North Star Road Warialda  Harrisia Cactus 164.50 82.25  1  
Bingara Reservoir & 
ponds Bingara All Vegetation 10    1 
Bruxner Way Boggabilla Harrisia Cactus 99.52 49.76  1  

Halls Creek Area Bingara 
African Boxthorn 
and Green Cestrum 10    1 

Bingara Township Area Bingara 
African Boxthorn 
and Green Cestrum 50    1 

Warialda Airstrip Warialda Mimosa Bush 21.29    1 
Bingara River Common 
(West) Bingara Sagittaria 10    1 

5.3 CRM – Weeds 
There were no outstanding or current CRM for Weeds which required 
action during March. 
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6. RIVERSIDE CAMPING 
Council’s Compliance Officer carries out weekly checks along the river to 
ensure that camping is being conducted in a safe and hygienic manner.  The 
number of campers is detailed in the following graph. 

 

7. BUILDING MAINTENANCE  
The Department continues to receive requests to carry out minor maintenance 
and these are generally dealt with in a timely manner.  Otherwise the works 
are scheduled into maintenance staff building activities including new works 
for attention.  The current and proposed works for this financial year are 
detailed in the attached Gantt chart (Attachment 1 & 2). 

7.1 Projects Worked on during March 2017 
Staff worked on the following projects during March: 

• 8 Olive Pyrke Terrace Warialda – Painting 

• Living Classroom Bingara – Greenhouse and new entry signs 

• Warialda Water Reservoir – Box guttering 

• Bingara SES Shed – Handrails and steps to mezzanine 

• Unit 3 Plunkett Street Warialda – Painting 

• Naroo Hostel – Repairs and maintenance 

• Bingara Showground – New doors on amenities 

• North Star Transfer Station – Fencing 

• Warialda Caravan Park – Repairs and maintenance 

• Warialda Fitness Centre – Painting and relocate equipment 

• Gravesend RSL Hall – External painting 

• Cunningham Park Amenities – Guttering 

• Bingara Council Office – Repairs and maintenance to roof 
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7.2  Warialda Fitness Centre 

 
Painting - Warialda Fitness Centre 

7.3 CRM – Building 

Older Current Actioned Unactioned 

9 34 36 7 

8. PARKS AND URBAN SPACES 
8.1 Parks and Playgrounds 
The parks and playgrounds continue to be maintained and inspections carried 
out to ensuring that the equipment and soft fall areas are maintained to current 
standards.  
Issues were raised by members of the public regarding Junction Park Bingara.  
Additional maintenance is being carried out to address these concerns and will 
continue to be carried out during March. 
8.2 Gardens 
Council’s gardens continue to be maintained.  
8.3  Sports Grounds 
Council’s sports grounds continue to be maintained. 
8.4 Town Street 
Council’s town streets continue to be maintained. 
8.5 Public Place Bins 
Council’s public place bins continue to be emptied as needed and 
maintenance carried out as required. 
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8.6 CRM – Parks and Gardens 

Older Current Actioned Unactioned 

19 14 18 15 

9. RECREATION AND MEDICAL 
9.1 Fitness Centres 
The Bingara and Warialda fitness centres continue to well utilised by 
community members. 
9.2 Swimming Centres 
The Warialda and Bingara Swimming Pool are open for the summer season. 

CONSULTATION 

Internal  Departmental Staff, Management Team and Other Departments 
as needed 

External General Public, Trades Persons and Contractors 
Representatives from Government Departments 

STATUTORY ENVIRONMENT 
Specific Legislation  • Local Government Act,1993 

• Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 
• Food Act 2003 
• Companion Animals Act 1999 
• Commons Management Act 1989 
• Noxious Weeds Act 1993 
• Swimming Pools Act 1992 
• Public Health Act 1991 
• Recreation Vehicles Act 1993 
• Roads Act 1993 
• Impounding Act 1993 
• Land Environment Court Act 1999 
• Contaminated Land Management Act 1997 
• Waste Avoidance and Resource Recovery Act 2001 
• Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997 
• Rural Fires Act 1997 

Specific detail is provided in the body of the report. 
Related Legislation • Regulations associated with the above legislation 

• Crown Lands Act 1989 
• Divided Fences Act 1991 

Specific detail is provided in the body of the report. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Current Policies These matters have no specific policy implications for Council.  
Operations are in accordance with Council’s adopted 
Management Plan and current Council Policies. 

Proposed Policies No proposed policy implications for Council.   
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FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Economic factors  
Is the proposal 
incorporated in the 
budget?  

These activities and matters are included in Council’s adopted 
Budget   

Are there human 
resources implications?  

Carried out as normal duties 

Cost Operations are currently in accordance with Council’s adopted 
Budget and Management Plan 

What are the longer term 
impacts on Council asset 
management strategies? 

Council must maintain its assets. Works will be incorporated 
into asset management strategies which are being developed 

Life cycle costs There will only be ongoing maintenance costs for Council 
Cost Recovery Some proposals such Caravan Parks as will provide revenue 

raising opportunities or return on investment for Council 
Shire Assets The replacement of or maintenance on Council owned service 

and facilities will protect and enhance the value of the Council 
assets 

Key business sectors  
Infrastructure No impact on Council’s sewer, water, telecommunications and 

transport infrastructure.  

STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS 

Relationship to 
Management Plan 

These matters have no specific strategic implications for 
Council. 

 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 
 THAT the monthly Development and Environmental Services report for 
 March 2017 be received 
ATTACHMENTS 
AT- Warialda Rotary email tabled at meeting   
   
COUNCIL RESOLUTION: 
MINUTE 106/17 
 
 THAT the monthly Development and Environmental Services report 
 for March 2017 be received. 
 
 FURTHER that the Council agrees to the Warialda Rotary proposal 
 concerning batteries (Ref: 107/17). 
 
 (Moved Cr D Coulton, seconded Cr Egan) 
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Monthly Development and Environmental Services Report 
- March 2017.DOC 

Attachment 1 
Warialda Rotary email 
tabled at meeting 
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Cr Jim Moore 

Coolatai Community Meeting (Ref: 108/17) 
Cr Moore advised the meeting that he attended a Coolatai community 
meeting on Thursday 20th April 2017.  Although he was disappointed 
that more staff couldn’t attend Mrs Southwell represented the Council 
and was able to either provide answers to any questions asked or 
provide answers after investigation. 

 
Cr Marilyn Dixon OAM 

Bingara Main Street (Ref: 109/17) 
Cr Dixon expressed her concern (supported by Crs Egan and Galvin) 
that the level of maintenance in the main street of Bingara and the 
Orange Trees on the side streets is sadly lacking at the moment.  It 
also appears as if there is a lack of pride, which is quite disheartening 
as the streets in the past have been maintained to a high standard. 
The meeting was advised that the matters will be attended to in the 
near future. 

 
Cr Marilyn Dixon OAM 

Reversing blocks - Main Street (Ref: 110/17) 
Cr Dixon requested that the installation of vehicle reversing barriers be 
investigated in the road outside the Imperial Hotel. 
The meeting was advised that the matters will be attended to in the 
near future. 

 
Cr Geoff Smith 

Attendance at Functions (Ref: 111/17) 
Cr Smith advised the meeting that he represented the Council at both 
the Warialda Men’s Health Night and the Croppa Creek Anzac Day 
memorial service. 

 
Cr Frances Young 

Attendance at Functions (Ref: 112/17) 
Cr Young advised the meeting that she represented the Council at 
Strategic Planning Day held at Warialda, the community meeting held 
at Upper Horton regarding mobile phone reception and the Bingara 
Tourism Meeting to hear from the Australian Caravan Club.  
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Crs Frances Young and Catherine Egan 

Bingara Anzac Day Memorial Service (Ref: 113/17) 
Cr Young advised the meeting that she attended this service, which 
was very well organised and attended. 
Cr Young also requested that the maintenance of the memorial area, 
undertaken by the staff, could possibly be better undertaken with the 
use of hand mowers rather than a ride-on.  She asked that this be 
noted. 
Cr Egan passed on her congratulations to the organisers of the service 
and march. 

 
Cr Catherine Egan 

Staff study successes (Ref: 114/17) 
Cr Egan passed on her congratulations to the employees who had 
recently finalised their study: Patsy Cox, Helen Thomas; Alex Eddy and 
Justin Hellmuth. This was supported by all Councillors. 

 
Cr Catherine Egan 

Regrowth in Gwydir River (Ref: 115/17) 
Cr Egan requested the staff to investigate the best method to reduce 
the current regrowth occurring in the Gwydir River that will inhibit water 
flow during floods or water releases. 
The meeting was advised that this will be investigated. 

 
Cr David Coulton 

Warialda Anzac Day Memorial Service (Ref: 116/17) 
Cr D Coulton advised the meeting that he represented the Council at 
this event, which was very well attended and of great credit to the 
organisers. 

 
Cr David Coulton 

Warialda Show (Ref: 117/17) 
Cr D Coulton requested that the staff inspect and carry out any 
remedial work required on the Warialda Showground sewer system 
prior to this year’s show. 
The meeting was advised that this work will be undertaken. 
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Cr John Coulton 

Tucka Tucka Road (Ref: 118/17) 
Cr Coulton advised the meeting that he had received a telephone call 
from a resident requesting the Council to investigate whether the 
current work being undertaken by the Army (Engineering Corps) at 
Toomelah could be extended to include improvement works on Tucka 
Tucka Road, which is being used by the heavy Army vehicles. 
The meeting was advised that the staff will make contact with the 
officer-in-charge.  

 
General Manager 

Facebook (Ref: 119/17) 
The meeting was informed about the current Facebook debate being 
conducted regarding the Council’s decision to nominate as a Refugee 
Friendly Zone.  The meeting was advised that some of the comments 
were extremely racist in their content and obviously borne out of 
ignorance of exactly what the Council was proposing.  

 
Cr Jim Moore 

Thank you (Ref: 120/17) 
Cr Moore recorded his thanks to the Council’s staff who worked on the 
recent improvements to the Recreation Ground at Warialda. 

 
Cr Tiffany Galvin 

Caravan Park Promotional Opportunities (Ref: 121/17) 
Cr Galvin requested that the staff, through the appropriate committees 
of Council, explore the possible opportunities that may exist for the 
Council and private sector to work together to promote the caravanning 
experience within Gwydir. 
The meeting was advised that this will be investigated. 

 
 
Meeting closed 2.00 pm 
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