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MINUTES COMMUNITY SERVICES AND PLANNING 

COMMITTEE 
 

GWYDIR SHIRE COUNCIL 
 

WEDNESDAY 9 AUGUST 2017 
 

COMMENCING AT 9.00AM 
 

WARIALDA OFFICE COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
______________________________________________________________ 
Present:  

Councillors: Cr. John Coulton (Mayor), Cr. Catherine 
Egan (Deputy Mayor), Cr. Stuart Dick, Cr. 
Jim Moore, Cr. Geoff Smith, Cr. David 
Coulton, Cr Tiffany Galvin and Cr Frances 
Young. 

Staff: Leeah Daley (Deputy General Manager), Colin Cuell 
(Manager Building Services), Alex Eddy (Manager 
Design and Assets), Helen Thomas (Manager 
Finance) and Duncan Thain (Manager Circular 
Economy) 

 
Public: Laura Carroll (The Warialda Standard) 

Visitor: Peter Turnbull, Deborah Grant, Jeremy Mason, 
Kenneth Withers and Patricia Withers 
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DISCLAIMER 
 
 
 
No responsibility whatsoever is implied or accepted by the Gwydir Shire 
Council for any act, omission or statement or intimation occurring during and 
Council or Committee meetings.  
 
The Council disclaims any liability for any loss whatsoever and howsoever 
caused arising out of reliance by any person or legal entity on any such act, 
omission or statement or intimation occurring during Council or Committee 
meetings.  
 
Any person or legal entity who acts or fails to act in reliance upon any 
statement, act or omission made in a Council or Committee meeting does so 
at that person’s or legal entity’s own risk.  
 
In particular and without derogating in any way from the broad disclaimer 
above, in any discussion regarding any planning application or application for 
a licence, any statement or intimation of approval made by any member or 
officer of the Council during the course of any meeting is not intended to be 
and is not taken as notice of approval from the Council.  
 
Gwydir Shire Council wishes to advise that any plans or documents contained 
within this agenda may be subject to copyright law provisions and that the 
express permission of the copyright owner(s) should be sought prior to their 
reproduction.  
 
Members of the public should note that no action should be taken on any item 
discussed at a Council or Committee meeting prior to written advice on the 
resolution of council being received.  
 
Agendas and minutes are available on the Council’s website 
http://www.gwydirshire.com/ 
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OFFICIAL OPENING AND WELCOME – MAYOR 

Mayor Cr John Coulton thanked Cr Egan for assuming the role of Acting 
Mayor during his recent absence. 

 
 
APOLOGIES Cr Marilyn Dixon OAM, Max Eastcott, General Manager 
 
 

THAT the apologies of Cr Marilyn Dixon OAM, and Max 
Eastcott are accepted. 
 
(Moved Cr D Coulton, seconded Cr Smith) 
 

 
CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES 
 
 

THAT the Minutes of the previous Community Services and 
Planning Committee Meeting held on Thursday 13 July 2017 
as circulated be taken as read and CONFIRMED. 
 
(Moved Cr Galvin, seconded Cr Dick) 
 

 
 
CALL FOR THE DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS AND CONFLICTS OF 
INTEREST 
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Item 1 Bioenergy Information Session  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  2. Building the business base 

OUTCOME: 2.1 OUR ECONOMY IS GROWING AND SUPPORTED 

STRATEGY: 2.1.2 Support the growth of our business community - 
OCD - external 

AUTHOR General Manager  

DATE 31 July 2017        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 
 
IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 
 
The meeting will include presentations from the following guest speakers: 

David Halliday – Director, Active Research Pty Ltd – Anaerobic 
Digestive Systems, Design – Construction – Management.  

To discuss possible R & D projects in Gwydir using Cyprus and Straw 

Grant Christopherson – Office Environment & Heritage, Regional 
Clean Energy Co-ordinator.  

To discuss opportunities via the Australian Biomass Fund and introduce 
a guest speaker (to be nominated) from the Foresight Group( who work 
with the Clean Energy Finance Corporation) to discuss possible co 
funding of Bio Projects 

Mark Glover – Director Renewed Carbon/Eco Waste  

To discuss his work and possible associations with our Circular 
Economy. 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

 THAT the speakers be thanked for their contribution. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

There are no attachments for this report.  
 
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION TO COUNCIL: 
 

THAT the speakers be thanked for their contribution. 
 
(Moved Cr Egan, seconded Cr Young) 
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Item 2 Gravesend Hall  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  5. Organisational Management 

OUTCOME: 5.1 CORPORATE MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGY: 5.1.3 Administrative functions - GM - internal 

AUTHOR General Manager  

DATE 31 July 2017        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 
 
IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 
 
Representatives from the group seeking to save the Gravesend Hall from 
demolition have been invited to attend the meeting to discuss this issue with 
the Council. 
 
To date there has been no indication that any representatives will be 
attending. The group has formed a committee consisting of President, Pat 
Withers, Secretary, Deb Grant and Treasurer, Karen Withers. 
 
The following invitation was forward by email to the group’s President on 
Friday 28th July 2017 following the Council Meeting: 
 

The Council considered the attached report at its meeting yesterday and 
indicated that it is prepared to sell the Hall to your group for $1 on 
satisfaction of the following conditions by 9th February 2018: 
 
 The group become a legally constituted Committee; and; 
 

The group present to the Council a fully costed refurbishment 
plan. 

 
As I advised to you recently by email the Council’s Community Services 
and Planning Committee are meeting at Warialda on Wednesday 9th 
August 2017 and would like to invite representatives of your group to 
attend the meeting and discuss this matter. 
 
Please let me know if you or any other of your group’s members can 
attend on this date. 
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OFFICER RECOMMENDATION – From Council Meeting 

 FURTHER that following the meeting with the group’s 
 representatives that the following recommendations be considered:
 

1. Transfer ownership of the Gravesend Public Hall to the 
Gravesend Community Committee. 

2. If in the event that the Gravesend Community is unable to 
form a suitable legally constituted Committee and provide 
the Council with a funded plan for the hall’s restoration 
within 6 months from 9th August 2017 to accept ownership of 
the hall then Council will proceed with the demolition of the 
Gravesend Public Hall. 

3. Reallocate the approved Capex funding of $10,000 for the 
demolition of the Gravesend Public Hall to go towards the 
construction of the storage shed/prep room at the Warialda 
Historical Society (providing funds are not required for 
demolition). 

 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

AT- Previous Report   
   
 
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION TO COUNCIL: 
 

THAT the matter be deferred until a further meeting following 
representation from the Gravesend Community Committee. 

 

FURTHER that the Committee be advised that a response is 
required by 30 October 2017. 

 

FURTHER that Council hold off the scheduled works to the 
Gravesend RSL Hall until the matter of the Gravesend Hall is 
resolved. 

 

(Moved Cr D Coulton, seconded Cr Young) 
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Item 3 Gwydir Health Alliance  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  1. A healthy and cohesive community 

OUTCOME: 1.1 WE HAVE HEALTHY SPACES AND PLACE 

STRATEGY: 1.1.1 Improve local access to health services - OCD - 
external 

AUTHOR Organisation Development Director  

DATE 25 July 2017        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 

IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 

As a result of the Gwydir public forum held in February 2017, the Gwydir 
Health Alliance was formed between the community and various health 
providers with the aim of providing ongoing quality and consistent healthcare 
to our local community. 

The Alliance consists of representatives from: 

Bingara and Warialda Multipurpose Services 

Hunter New England Local Health District 

Rural and Remote Medical Services  

Representatives from the Rural Doctors Network 

Local General Practitioners 

Representatives from Aged Care Services 

Australian Unity 

NSW Ambulance Service 

Local Health Advisory Committee 

Four community members 

Councillors 

Council’s Deputy General Manager 

The Gwydir Health Alliance is constituted as a committee of Council and will 
meet quarterly.  

The Alliance held its inaugural meeting on 13 June 2017 followed by a 
workshop facilitated by Dr Estrella Lowe of the Rural Doctors Network on 11 
July 2017. 
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OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

 THAT the minutes of the Gwydir Health Alliance meeting on 13 
 June 2017 and workshop on 11 July 2017 be received 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

AT-  Minutes - Gwydir Health Alliance Meeting - 13 June 2017  
AT- Notes from GHA Workshop 11 July 2017   
   
 
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION TO COUNCIL: 
  

THAT the minutes of the Gwydir Health Alliance Meeting on 13 June 
2017 and the Workshop on 11 July 2017 be received. 
 
(Moved Cr Galvin, seconded Cr Young) 
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General Manager’s nomination for Statewide Mutual Board of 
Management 

Council’s support is requested for the General Manager, Max Eastcott to 
nominate as a Board Member for the Statewide Mutual Board of 
Management. 

 

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION TO COUNCIL: 
  

THAT Council supports the nomination of General Manager, Max 
Eastcott as a Board Member for the Statewide Mutual Board of 
Management. 

(Moved Cr Smith, seconded Cr Moore) 

 

Cr Jim Moore  

 Development Application 

Cr Moore queried whether Council had received a Development 
Application from T and M Clarke for an Off Road 4WD and motor bike 
track.  Cr Moore advised Council of details of the proposed development. 

 

Cr Stuart Dick 

 Recent HAZMAT incident on Killarney Gap Road 

Cr Dick advised Council of the details surrounding the recent truck 
incident on Back Creek off the Killarney Gap (Narrabri) Road. 

 

Cr Stuart Dick 

 North Star Trail Bike Weekend 

Cr Dick advised Council of the success of the recent North Star trailbike 
ride on the weekend of 29 and 30 July 2017. 

 

Cr Stuart Dick 

 Council’s Landfill sites - Warialda Rail Landfill 

Cr Dick expressed his concern about the accumulation of tyres at the 
Warialda Rail landfill and requested a report to Council about the 
management of tyres at Council’s landfill sites.  Cr Dick requested that 
the report also include options to prevent the illegal dumping at Council’s 
landfills. 

The meeting was advised that this will be referred to Council’s Manager 
responsible for landfill sites. 
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Cr Catherine Egan 

 Local Government Week 2017 

Cr Egan would like to thank Council’s Library Coordinator, Gail Phillpott 
and Helen Seage for their contribution to Local Government Week – 31 
July to 6 August 2017.  Cr Egan advised that Gail undertook an education 
program about what Gwydir Shire Council does in the community. 

Cr Egan requested that Council respond to all the written submissions 
from the young people of the shire attending the libraries. 

The meeting was advised that this will be attended to. 

 
 
Meeting closed 12.50pm 
 


