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Item 6 Gwydir River Crown Land - Draft Plan of Management  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  3. An Environmentally Responsible Shire 

OUTCOME: 3.1 OUR COMMUNITY UNDERSTANDA AND EMBRACES 
ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGE 

STRATEGY: 3.1.3 Value, protect and enhance our natural environment 
- ED - external 

AUTHOR General Manager  

DATE 2 February 2017        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 
 
IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 
 
This report recommends placing the draft Gwydir River Crown Land Reserves 
Plan of Management on public exhibition for a period of 40 days seeking 
public comment on the draft Plan of Management. 
 
TABLED ITEMS Nil 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The area outlined in the draft Plan of Management is Crown Reserves under 
the provisions of the Crown Lands Act 1989, as amended, with the care, 
control, use and management vested in the Gwydir Shire Council. 
 
COMMENT 
 
Each of the reserves is currently used for camping and recreation by the 
public.  
 
Current unrestricted use and demand for riverside camping and recreation are 
having some negative social and environmental impacts.  
 
This document puts forward an action plan to provide best practice for the 
sustainable management of the Crown Reserves outlined.  
 
This draft Management Plan has been developed to include the principles of 
Crown land management, Council’s priorities, as outlined in the Community 
Strategic Plan and the Bingara Town Strategy which include community 
values for the reserves. 
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This management document will assist in the development and enforcement 
of procedures that fulfil Council’s statutory obligations under the Crown Lands 
Act 1989, and ecologically sustainable awareness and development for the 
Gwydir Shire Council and its residents. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
It is proposed to exhibit the plan and seek community comment prior to the 
Plan’s formal adoption with any alterations considered appropriate.. 
 
CONSULTATION 
 
There has been discussion with stakeholder groups and also an early draft 
has been circulated to the elected members for comment. Please note that 
since the last draft was forwarded a change has been included that allows a 
maximum of 14 day camping outside the designated Bingara town boundary. 
 
STATUTORY ENVIRONMENT 
 
As the Reserve Trustee the Council is required to develop a Plan of 
Management.  
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
The plan does have the potential to include expenditure allocations into the 
future but these allocations will be subject to the Council’s normal budgetary 
considerations. 
 
STRATEGIC IMPLICATIONS N/A 
 
 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

 THAT the draft Gwydir River Crown Land Reserves Plan of 
 Management be placed on public exhibition for a period of 40 days 
 seeking public comment on the draft Plan of Management. 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

AT- Draft Plan  
AT- Flora, Vegetation and Management Considerations: Gwydir River - 

Bingara. Dr J. T. Hunter  
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COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION TO COUNCIL: 
 
 THAT the draft Gwydir River Crown Land Reserves Plan of 
 Management be placed on public exhibition for a period of 40 days 
 seeking public comment on the draft Plan of Management after the 
 approval of the Lands Office is received with an alteration to  
 Page 26 Recommendation regarding camping should read: 
  

- Install signage restricting camping to a maximum of 7 
continuous days at all sites within the Bingara 
designated town boundary and monitor/enforce 

- Install signage restricting camping to a maximum of 14 
continuous days at all sites outside the Bingara 
designated town boundary and monitor/enforce 

- Introduce a ‘no go’ rotation of sites to be ‘rested’ to allow 
for rehabilitation 

- Install signage and maintain the current event only 
camping area that limits access and allow exclusive 
camping access to the Boat Ramp section by the Bingara 
Anglers’ Club and monitor/enforce noting that access to 
the boat ramp facility is available to all members of the 
public. 

- Review the need to have a camping fee in June 2018 
following the suggested capital improvements 

- Continue discussions with CMCA regarding a possible 
partnering arrangement 

 
 FURTHER that members of the public be requested to specifically 
 note and comment on the proposed locations of the public toilets 
 when considering the draft Plan of Management. 
 
 (Moved Cr Egan, seconded Cr Young) 
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