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MINUTES COMMUNITY SERVICES AND PLANNING 

COMMITTEE 
 

GWYDIR SHIRE COUNCIL 
 

THURSDAY 9 FEBRUARY 2017 
 

COMMENCING AT 9.30AM 
 

WARIALDA OFFICE COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
______________________________________________________________ 
Present:  

Councillors: Cr. John Coulton (Mayor), Cr. Catherine 
Egan (Deputy Mayor), Cr David Coulton (left 
the meeting at 10.15 am), Cr. Stuart Dick, 
Cr. Jim Moore, Cr Tiffany Galvin and Cr 
Frances Young. 

Staff: Max Eastcott (General Manager), Leeah Daley (Deputy 
General Manager), Richard Jane (Director Technical 
Services), Ron Wood (Chief Financial Officer) and 
Glen Pereira (Director Development and 
Environmental Services) 

 
Public: Ms L Carroll (Warialda Standard) 

Visitor: Nil 
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DISCLAIMER 
 
 
 
No responsibility whatsoever is implied or accepted by the Gwydir Shire 
Council for any act, omission or statement or intimation occurring during and 
Council or Committee meetings.  
 
The Council disclaims any liability for any loss whatsoever and howsoever 
caused arising out of reliance by any person or legal entity on any such act, 
omission or statement or intimation occurring during Council or Committee 
meetings.  
 
Any person or legal entity who acts or fails to act in reliance upon any 
statement, act or omission made in a Council or Committee meeting does so 
at that person’s or legal entity’s own risk.  
 
In particular and without derogating in any way from the broad disclaimer 
above, in any discussion regarding any planning application or application for 
a licence, any statement or intimation of approval made by any member or 
officer of the Council during the course of any meeting is not intended to be 
and is not taken as notice of approval from the Council.  
 
Gwydir Shire Council wishes to advise that any plans or documents contained 
within this agenda may be subject to copyright law provisions and that the 
express permission of the copyright owner(s) should be sought prior to their 
reproduction.  
 
Members of the public should note that no action should be taken on any item 
discussed at a Council or Committee meeting prior to written advice on the 
resolution of council being received.  
 
Agendas and minutes are available on the Council’s website 
http://www.gwydirshire.com/ 
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OFFICIAL OPENING AND WELCOME – MAYOR 
 
APOLOGIES Cr Geoff Smith and Cr Marilyn Dixon OAM 
RESOLVED: 

THAT the apologies of Cr Geoff Smith and Cr Marilyn Dixon 
OAM are accepted. 
 
(Moved Cr Young, seconded Cr Egan) 

 
CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

THAT the Minutes of the previous Community Services and 
Planning Committee Meeting held on Thursday 10 
November 2016 as circulated be taken as read and 
CONFIRMED. 
 
(Moved Cr Egan, seconded Cr Young) 

 
PRESENTATION - Nil 
  
CALL FOR THE DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS AND CONFLICTS OF 
INTEREST 
 
Crs Young and J Coulton declared a less than significant pecuniary interest in 
Item 5 Monthly Report - Development and Environmental Services - 
November/December 2016 under the Local Government Act as staff report 
noted that they had each lodged a Development Application. 
 
Cr Dick declared a less than significant pecuniary interest in the Councillor 
Workshop item to be discussed in the Confidential Agenda as a landowner in 
the vicinity of the Yammacoona Sand Quarry proposal. 
 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE – CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS 
 
RESOLVED: 
 

THAT the Council resolve into Confidential Session, 
Committee of the Whole and that in the public interest and 
in accordance with Section 10A(2)(a) of the Local 
Government Act, 1993, the public and press be excluded 
from the meeting to consider the items listed on the agenda.
 
(Moved Cr Egan, seconded Cr Young) 
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ADOPTION OF THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE CONFIDENTIAL 
SESSION 
 
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION TO COUNCIL: 
 

THAT the recommendations of the Confidential Session, namely: 
 

Confidential Organisation and Community Development Report - 
December 2016 
 

THAT the Organisation and Community Development 
confidential report for December 2016 and January 2017 be 
received 

 
 Minutes Councillor Workshop - 12th January 2017 
 

THAT the Minutes of the Councillor Workshop held on 12th 
January 2017 for staff action as appropriate. 

 
 are adopted. 
 
 (Moved Cr Egan, seconded Cr Young) 
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Item 1 Circular Economy Management Committee meeting held 
on 25th January 2017 Minutes  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  2. Building the business base 

OUTCOME: 2.1 OUR ECONOMY IS GROWING AND SUPPORTED 

STRATEGY: 2.1.2 Support the growth of our business community - 
OCD - external 

AUTHOR General Manager  

DATE 25 January 2017        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 
 
IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 
 
This report is for the notation of the minutes of the Circular Economy 
Management Committee meetings held on 13th December 2016 and 25th 
January 2017. 
 
 
 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

 THAT the minutes of the Circular Economy Management Committee 
 held on 13th December 2017 and 25th January 2017 be received and 
 noted. 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

AT- Minutes   
   
 
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION TO COUNCIL: 
 
 THAT the minutes of the Circular Economy Management 
 Committee held on 13th December 2017 and 25th January 2017 be 
 received and noted. 
 
 (Moved Cr Egan, seconded Cr Young) 
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Item 2 IT, Office Equipment and Buildings Assets Committee 
Minutes 13th December 2016  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  5. Organisational Management 

OUTCOME: 5.1 CORPORATE MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGY: 5.1.1 Financial management and accountability systems - 
CFO - internal 

AUTHOR General Manager  

DATE 29 December 2016        

STAFF DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST Nil 
 
IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 
 
This report recommends the notation of the IT, Office Equipment and 
Buildings Assets Committee Minutes for the meeting held on 13th December 
2016. 
 
 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

 THAT the Minutes for the IT, Office Equipment and Buildings Assets 
 Committee meeting held on 13th December 2016 are noted. 
 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

AT- Minutes Assets Committee Meeting 13 December 2016  
   
 
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION TO COUNCIL: 
 
 THAT the Minutes for the IT, Office Equipment and Buildings 
 Assets Committee meeting held on 13th December 2016 are noted. 
 
 (Moved Cr Egan, seconded Cr Young) 
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Item 3 Organisation and Community Development Report - 
December 2016/January 2017  

FILE REFERENCE   

DELIVERY PROGRAM  

GOAL:  5. Organisational Management 

OUTCOME: 5.1 CORPORATE MANAGEMENT 

STRATEGY: 5.1.3 Administrative functions - GM - internal 

AUTHOR Organisation Development Director  

DATE 30 January 2017        

IN BRIEF/ SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION 

The monthly Organisation and Community Development report details the 
activities carried out by the Department during the months of December 2016 
and January 2017. 

BACKGROUND 

The monthly Organisation and Community Development report forms part of a 
regular reporting regime.  The purpose of the report is to inform Council of the 
activities carried out within the Department. 

COMMENT 

Incident Reporting for the period November 2016 – January 2017 

There were 10 incidents/near misses reported for the period 1 November 
2016 to 30 January 2017: 

 3 in Bingara, 4 in Warialda and 3 in North Star;   

 7 incidents were internal and 3 near misses were external. 

The nature of incidents reported has been broken down into 11 categories: 
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The following image shows the occurrence of Incidents by department to date 
this financial year. 

 

Council’s Incident/Accident report form defines the injury/accident into five (5) 
categories: 

 

Events 

Another successful late night shopping evening was held on Thursday 8th 
December in Bingara; despite threatening rain and a few showers the event 
still went ahead with a good crowd.  Council’s Social Services coordinated gift 
giving for children, with over 150 gifts handed out.   

The Roxy Theatre 

The Department of Heritage advertised the Notice of Intention to list the Roxy 
Theatre: 
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The Heritage Council of NSW resolved, at its meeting of 7 December 2016, to 
give notice of its intention to consider listing the Roxy Theatre and Peters 
Café Complex on the State Heritage Register in acknowledgement of its 
heritage significance to the people of New South Wales. This advice is in 
accordance with section 33(1)(a) of the Heritage Act 1977 (NSW). 

Any members of the community, owners, managers, organisations or other 
interested parties are invited to make a written submission regarding the 
proposed listing and significance of the Roxy Theatre and Peter’s Café 
Complex. Submissions should be posted or emailed to the Heritage Council of 
NSW at the following address before the 16th January. 

An extension on the Notice of Intention was then granted and closes on 7th 
February after which time Council should be given an outcome in relation to 
the success of the application. 

The Roxy Cafe 

A number of enquiries regarding the lease on the Roxy Café have been 
fielded over December/January, one of which has submitted an expression of 
interest and inspected the premises.  It is hoped that over the next few weeks 
negotiation with the interested party will be successful and Council will see 
Peters Café reopen its doors. 

Naroo Aged Care Hostel 

Naroo Bond Report – Attachment 1 

Occupancy – currently 33/36 with four (4) respite.  Two (2) new permanent 
residents expected early February. 

Naroo Staff Training July 2016– January 2017 Attendance 

Wound Management 16 
Continuous Improvement 8 
Risk Everyone’s Responsibility 10 
Mandatory Training (First Aid/CPR/Fire Training) 35 
Medication 10 
Behaviours 10 
Dementia, Delirium, Depression  2 
End of Life Care 2 
Post falls assessment 6 
Skin integrity and continence management 5 
Continence management 5 
Application of uridomes 12 

Automotive Trade Training Centre, Warialda  

Due to staff leave there has been little activity at the Automotive Trade 
Training Centre (ATTC) in Warialda during January, 2017. 
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Following recent break-ins at the ATTC quotes have been sought to install 
CCTV cameras to cover the external perimeter of the premises.  Gates are 
being constructed to close the opening between the High School and the 
ATTC. 

Heavy Vehicle Training 

The GLR RTO conducted seven (7) heavy vehicle (HV) Final Competency 
Assessments during the month of December.  These were all private clients.  

The GLR second trainer and assessor has now completed all training and 
assessment requirements and received a Certificate IV in Heavy Vehicle 
Driving Instruction and Logistics.  Service NSW (previously RMS) has issued 
the second trainer and assessor a HV trainer and assessor licence up to a 
class Multi Combination (MC).  

An additional, specifically structured Service NSW training program is now 
required to be completed by the second trainer assessor prior to registration 
with Service NSW.  This training is currently permitted to be conducted by 
registered training organisations (rather than by Service NSW as was 
previously the case). GLR RTO will develop the required course and complete 
the second trainer’s mandatory training in-house.  Evidence of completion will 
then be provided to Service NSW prior to registration.  

Inverell continues to be viable for heavy vehicle training and assessment up to 
a class HC (Heavy Combination) licence.  A second route in Moree will be 
developed for conducting licencing to include MC (Multi Combination) 
vehicles. 

TAFE - Automotive Vocational Preparation Certificate II  

Classes have continued to be well attended throughout the year.  The 
automotive classes have completed for the year 2016 but will re-commence 
when school returns in 2017. 

Portable Appliance Testing (PAT) 

Testing for the Bingara workshop has been completed.  The Automotive 
Trade Training Centre is now due to be re-tested as is the Warialda depot and 
the Warialda workshop.  There are still many departments yet to be tested.  In 
addition to testing, a comprehensive asset list of electrical equipment is also 
being developed for Council records. 

New courses for the Automotive Trade Training Centre 

Community Colleges have secured a training contract to run High School 
engineering courses for students during their final years.  Initial enquiries have 
been made with Council for GLR staff to complete the training of students 
conducting these courses if required.  This is likely to take place early 2017 
providing there are sufficient numbers.  Classes being considered are located 
in both Warialda and Bingara. 
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GLR Manager’s Report: 
The GLR Manager visited New England Regional Art Museum (NERAM) in 
Armidale in January to follow up their endeavours to establish an Indigenous 
curator to put together an art display reflecting the Myall Creek Massacre.  
The GLR is keen to be a partner in this art project with the possibility of 
commissioning an artwork to be part of the exhibition and to subsequently be 
placed on site at The Living Classroom (TLC).  The cost of the art would form 
part of the NOURISH – Bush Tucker project budget. 

A Work for the Dole crew commenced work at TLC in mid-December and 
continues into 2017.  Paul Moulton was the responsible overseer of the crew 
in December and Garry Chorley is undertaking that role in 2017.  The costs of 
the overseer’s wages are being met by BEST Employment, Inverell.  The 
program will run for 26 weeks and tasks will include building raised mandala 
garden beds, forming walking trails, planting and site development. The work 
of the crew will complement but not replace nor replicate that of the existing 
GSC staff.  A GLR Certificate of Attainment for skills gained by the crew 
during their work at TLC is being considered. 

The Carbon Farm and the Bush Tucker garden projects at TLC were 
advanced by discussions in January.  The Bush Tucker project will have three 
(3) sand dunes formed using sand from Warialda to replicate the Dryland Pod, 
one of the six (6) landscapes being created to showcase the range of Bush 
Tucker foods. 

 
 

The 20m x 7m greenhouse/nursery at TLC was assembled in January.  There 
will be a smaller nursery relocated from elsewhere in the Shire and set up as 
a propagation site for cochineal beetle on prickly pear and tiger pear.  This is 
a joint project with Northern Slopes Landcare Association and North West 
Local Lands Service. 

Discussions are underway with Community College to host a Certificate III in 
Horticulture Course at TLC commencing March, 2017. 
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GLR Manager is negotiating the rental of a Steam Weeder for use at TLC and 
within the townships. 

A course on useful farm insects is being put together for a GLR hosted 
program in autumn. 

Proposed Warialda Community Garden 

Council is keen to liaise with Warialda residents wishing to participate in 
establishing a Community Garden in Warialda. 

The proposal is for a project to be developed on a block of land adjoining 
Gragin Road and East Street in Warialda.  The block is a little more than 2 
hectares, is flat at the northern end adjoining Gragin Road, and slopes gently 
down to Reedy Creek.  This parcel of land was identified for this type of use 
during the development of the Warialda Town Plan. 

Some interest has already been received, and it is thought that a meeting of 
interested people could take place in the autumn for the project to commence 
during the winter of 2017, for ‘planting’ in spring. 

The concept of Community Food Gardens has gained a lot of traction over the 
last decade.  Interest in healthy food, knowledge of how the food is grown, 
involvement with some gentle exercise, and being in touch with the soil are 
among the motivators for these projects.  

The project can involve all ages and can cater for all levels of capability. 
Council is prepared to support the project on the condition that a community 
group is formed to take responsibility for the project.   

Perhaps one of the local service clubs of Warialda may be interested in 
initiating the project with a view to handing it on as a community project, once 
established. 

 

CONCLUSION 

The activities carried out by the Organisation and Community Development 
Department are in line with the 2015/2016 Operational Plan and otherwise as 
directed. 
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CONSULTATION 

Consultation has occurred within the Organisation and Community 
Development Directorate. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Policy implications are those relating to the 2016/2017 Operational Plan and 
the Policies of Gwydir Shire Council. 

FINANCIAL, ECONOMIC and RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS (including 
Asset Management) 

The activities carried out by the Organisation and Community Development 
Department are in line with the 2016/2017 Operational Plan. 

SUSTAINABILITY IMPLICATIONS (Social and Environment) 

The activities undertaken by the Organisation and Community Development 
Department regarding social and environmental factors are targeted in line 
with the 2016/2017 Operational Plan. 
 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

 THAT the Organisation and Community Development monthly report for 
 December 2016 and January 2017 be received. 
 
 FURTHER that an advertisement by placed in the Warialda 
 Standard seeking volunteers interested in developing the Warialda 
 Community Food Garden. 
 
 FURTHER that the Warialda District Chamber, Lions and Rotary be 
 contacted to establish if there is any interest within any group to 
 participate in the development of the Warialda Community Food 
 Garden. 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

AT- Naroo Bond Report as at 1 February 2017 
   
 
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION TO COUNCIL: 
 
 THAT the Organisation and Community Development monthly 
 report for December 2016 and January 2017 be received. 
 
 (Moved Cr Egan, seconded Cr Dick) 
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