The Living Classroom Stage 1 Building
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The Living Classroom is an active learning precinct designed to
provide Certificate 3 Level horticultural training as part of Bingara
High School’s teaching curriculum.

Funding from the State Education Department provide for
establishment of buildings and associate capital assets, with the
recurring costs to be met by Gwydir Shire Council. $880,000 is
provided for these capital works within a larger 3 site integrated
government grant.

The general brief is to provide a large, multi-function auditorium/
teaching space with small teaching spaces and associated toilets
and servicing facilities. Car park/bus unloading areas may be
required.
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WEST ELEVATION Architectural plans and designs prepared

by Magoffin & Deakin Pty Ltd Architects

The Living Classroom is the first component precinct of a much
larger Masterplan for the overall site known as Bingara Gardens.
Bingara Gardens is an Interpretive Agricultural Park with many
community goals. The idea to convert the commoners’ grazing
land on the edge of Bingara to a productive interpretive park
came from Bingara’s Community group Vision 2020.

The Community would like to be involved in planning, building and
maintaining The Interpretive Gardens. The overall Masterplan
for the site reflects their goals to date.

The Living Classroom needs to be conceptualised to marry the
various goals of the Department of Education, Bingara High
School, The University of New England, TAFE and Gwydir Shire
Council, with The Gwydir Learning Region’s Vision and Learning
Strategies and the Bingara Community.

BINGARA
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John Moengard Landscape Architects




The Living Classroom Stage 1 Short Term \Works

90° PARKIN
ON GRASS

CALLISTEMONS

Stage 1 of The Living Classroom is being currently planned. The Living
Classroom is being utilised to provide classrooms, teaching areas, bunk
accommodation, productive gardens and grazing lots, and agricultural

facilities to teach high school and TAFE proficiencies in organic gardening, \\ /="
aquaculture, sustainable grazing and local food production.

o)
| g
S 19
AL
(V9]
§
|_
6m WIDE }. i
PARALLEL - Z
PARKING AND =
GRAVEL ENTRY TP
LANE m
FORM WALKING
TRACK TO CENTRE

CREATE 2.5M WIDE
GRASS SWALE
FOR DRAINAGE
AND AS PASSING
BAY / TEMPORARY
PARKING

GRAVEL
TURNAROUND

&0
\_ FORM TRACK TO
' _ CATTLE YARDS

g 1:5000 @ A3
57 ITCHEN
IS/\@Q\NO o T2 GARDEN / N

)
e
3)
[0
—
&
O
|
J <
o)
Q
®
O
)
o
(=
®
_
o
|
®
)]
=
©)
=\
C
e
\e)
TP

- ‘ (o) }
%EIESL The Living Classroom
S <~ i i
\2_} . o 4% » courtyarp Masterplan to All Nations Hill '.,
S \
e I

-

2 WORKING

=




The Living Classroom Stage 1 Building Zone Works
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Architectural plans and designs prepared

by Magoffin & Deakin Pty Ltd Architects
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The Living Classroom Stage 1 Long Term Works

Town Strategy

BINGARA

Long Term Works
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The Living Classroom Interpretive Centre

HRRHEY

VIEW LOOKING SOUTH

Town Strategy

Exhibition &
Interactive display

BINGARA

Display

SITE PLAN
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DESIGN STATEME!

The Interpretive Centre is an embodiment of the ideals of the ‘Living Classroom’, to provide a place for educqﬁon and /
promotion of the principles of sustainable agncuﬂure

The Centre is sited on a gently sloping hill and has two Wlngs which encompass a large terrace, orienfed fo ‘rhe North.
A Gadllery extends through the building to link Walkways from the Town and to the Primary Indusiry Trade Training facility.

EAST ELEVATION

FLOOR PLAN

One Wing is a large Restaurant which also houses a Kitchen that would funcﬁoh as an educational venue, and showcase
the preparation of food sourced from the surrounding gardens. |
The other Wing is a mulfi-purpose large space whlch cculd have multiple uses; meeting hall, exhibition area, interactive
display site. <)

g )

At the fulerum of the two Wings is a Reception/Display area, Wlf’h a cu‘culc:r skyhghf with clerestory windows, reminiscent of
a grain silo.

7q % VIEW LOOKING NORTH
The large Temrace would be suited for temporary displays. community mdrkefs and out-door dining. Other areas include a
Shop for sale of local produce, including preserved foods, books, DVD 's s etc: Offices, Storage and San‘itary famh’rres

Sy / YN 7
The Centre would appear as a harmonious group of rurql buﬂdlngs ‘with corrugq’red steel roofs and varie c:II cladding
materials including plywood, corrugated steel, straw bclie and rock gclblon

Sustainable technology would be employed, such as ramwafer hc:rveshng, reed bed waste
passive design, evaporative cooling or geothermally powered air-conditioning, solar hot wate
arrays; the Centre would strive to be carbon neutral in its on- gomg operation.
The gross floor areas is approximately 1000m2 . £
i/
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the living classroom interpretive centre - bingara
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Set-Up Shop

Household Flyer and Newspaper Advert

Council Logo

Bingara Township Study

Gwydir Shire Council has engaged the services of John
Mongard Landscape Architects to prepare a planning and
visioning strategy for improving Bingara Township, as part of
the process of reviewing the Town Plan. Concepts may include
improvements to parts of the Town Centre as well as to areas
near the town.

Setting-Up Shop for Community
Consultation in the former Adam’s Garage

Tuesday 17" June 2008
Open Shop :10:00am - 4:00pm

Community Meeting: 6:30pm - 8:30pm

Wednesday 18" June 2008
Shopfront Open :10:00am - 4.00pm

Residents are encouraged to visit John throughout the day on
either the 17" or 18™ and to attend the Community Meeting on
Tuesday night.

This is your chance to be involved in developing plans and
concepts to re-invigorate Bingara and to be engaged in concepts
and plans, as part of the review of the Town Planning scheme.

Draft Concept Plans and Sketches for the Riverscapes and the
Bingara Gardens Interpretive Agricultural Park project, prepared
by John Mongard Landscape Architects for the Council, can also be
viewed and commented on in the shop.

The purpose of the ‘Set-Up Shop’ process is to create plans and
improvements for Bingara which are well-grounded in local conditions and
local culture. The shop becomes a space to exhibit the growing list of
ideas and issues of the community. People can come in to look at the
evolution of the concepts and then add further comments and
suggestions.

For further information please contact Carmen at Gwydir Shire Council on Ph:.....

Shop [Front

Set-Up Shop

Over the week long consultation process in June 2008
the community produced an extensive list expressing
their visions and ideas for Bingara in the long term.
These visions were listed on the walls of the shop
adjacent to Rivercare on Maitland Street. One hundred
and fifty seven residents and visitors contributed ideas
over the week. Whilst residents were asked to think
about the long term future of the town, they found it
easier to visualise shorter-term improvements. The
strategy combines both large and small actions for
positive change.

BINGARA

Town Strategy

John Moengard Landscape Architects



Shop Front
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Shop Front
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